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Radio performers are borrowing 
the Hollywood. gimmick of perfor- 
mers asking for their own specially 
selected technical assistants. Instead 
of demanding cameraman, broadcast 
biggies (and some smallies) now ask 
for fave engineers, panelmen, an- 
nouncers, etc. Thus, the setting is 
different but the script is the same. 

The man in the control booth is 
the most important. He can distort 
without possible timely correction. 
Where a lax cameraman’s work can 
be overcome with retakes, there’s 

. no such procedure in radio—once it 
goes out on the air it’s too eit | 
Some of the engineers realize their | 
swell spot and gifts, pleasantries and | 
sometimes regular fees are part ee 
their lot. 

Announcers also come in for i) 
share of material glory. Spielers can 
do much to lessen the effect of per- 
formers by their buildup. Voice in- 
flections, lack of enthusiasms in 
buildups and introductions not only 
can deflate the performer devasta- 
tingly, but aduience apathy is an- 
other factor. 


SELZNICK WOULD SCREEN 
MUZZLE ‘KISS THE BOYS’ 


Two Hollywood producers are 
bidding high for two Broadway legit 
plays, for two widely divergent rea- 
sons. Samuel Goldwyn, while east 
last week, saw the Robert E. Sher- 
wood play and wants to film ‘Abe } 
Lincoln in Illinois’ as a starrer for 
Gary Cooper. Latter has long 
wanted to play a young Lincoln role. 


Meanwhile, David O. Selznick is 
bidding for ‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye’ 
because he does not want it filmed— 
at least not yet. The Broadway 

comedy tosses too many humerous 
harpoons into his ‘Gone With the 
(Continued on page 54) 
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Radio Borrowing H'wood Ideas; 
Talent Wants Pet Technicians 


+ 





Bowwow Blues 
Restaurants around New York 
are now being tabbed as pro or 
anti-canéne. Hoity-toity like to 
bring along their dogs, particu- 
larly for luncheon. It’s an echo 
of Paris. 

Restaurants divide on the 
subject and so do the custom- 
ers who don’t baby talk to ani- 
mals. 


HOLLYWOODNOT 
CUFFOING AT 
FRISCO FAIR 


Hollywood, Oct. 25. 

Screen Actors Guild is miffed at 
Frisco Fair officials for their indif- 
ference to demands that stars, mak- 
ing appearances at the Expo, be com- 
pensated. 

Fair execs want the film and radio 
stars but differ with the Guild on 
remuneration. Guild may blacklist 
the Fair if officials persist in gratis 
demands and would ask AFL-affili- 
ated unions to withdraw support. 

Understood the Guild may com- 
promise on some arrangement 
whereby the Theatre Authority 
benefit fund might collect its usual 
| 15% slice. 




















N. ¥. Hotel Gyp On? 
Midtown New York hotels are get- 


ting ready to accommodate visitors | 


to the World’s Fair, although it is 
not slated to open for five months. 
High pressure stuff is evident, man- 
agements advising guests that they 
do not desire them to reside perma- 


|nently. That is in preparation for 


an expected gyp in rates, despite 
Mayor La Guardia’s suggestion to 
hotel people that boosting prices 
would be out of order. 





Philadelphia, Oct. 25. 
Mildred Kurtz Smith Young, 20, 
acrobat with Cole Brothers-Clyde 
Beatty Circus, was shot and seriously 


man-husband here Oct. 19. 


West Philadelphia laundry, 
the gun around and killed himself. 
Youngs had been living together 
for about a year, with Mrs. Young 
working for the circus during the 


husband were getting along fine, she 


tune teller, who, from a greasy pack 
of cards, told her to leave her hus- 
band because she saw danger. 


It was when Mrs. Young packed 
’ her circus trunk 2nd called an ex- 


— company that her husband shot 
er, 








wounded by her Chinese laundry- | 
Joseph | 
K. Young, after firing point-blank | 
at his pretty wife in the rear of his 
turned | 


summer. The white wife and Chinese | 


told police, until she went to a for-| 


' that the rates will go up 50% during 
the expected big influx. 


STICK TO STICKS 


Mountaineers Playing Broadway | 
Music Draws a Squawk 


—_—_ —_ 


Cleveland, Oct. 25. 








Dixieland-Lee Trio has been or- 
dered by WTAM to stop playing Tin | 


Pan Alley tunes and stick to straight 
mountain music. 

Edict was issued after musicians’ 
union told station that hillbilly team 
would have to get union cards if they 
continued playing legit instruments. 
‘Tha’s all right with ‘uns,’ said crack- 
'erbarrel leader. ‘We ’uns have used 

up all our new songs and mah boys 

are so plumb lazy in larnin’ by ear 
that it "ud take two months to pound 
l}any new tunes in thar haids.’ 


Hotel men have been telling guests | 
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CRIMINAL’ SUIT 
TALK, Ao WEDGE 





‘Trust- Busting Federal At- 

torney in Secret Powwows 
| with Industry Execs—Not 
| Patient with Self-Regula- 
| tion, Either 





SHOWDOWN 





Washington, Oct. 25. 


Ultimatum foreshadowed several 
[hande ago is understood to have been 

handed the film industry last week at 
penal hushed conference with eon 
tice Department executives on the | 
Federal Government’s request for a | 
permanent injunction met ee 8 | 
further alleged violation of the anti- 
trust laws. 

Through the continued wall of se- 
crecy came hints that Prof. Thurman 
Arnold, assistant attorney general in 
charge of trust-busting, told the dele- 
gation of major company spokesmen 
that he will not stand for much more 
delay in working out a consent de- 
cree. Quibbling over terms will 
likely wind up in grand jury pro- 
ceedings, with criminal indictments 
sought against the stubborn elements 
in the business, 

Whether Arnold will have the sup- 
port of his superiors in case he has 
to carry out his threats is a gamble. 
It is becoming apparent, though, that 
the high officials do not intend to 
give the industry a chance to attempt 
to find its own solution through trade 
practice conferences and codes. 

The suggestion that the D. J. slow 
down until further parleys can be 
held on a voluntary reform program 
does not seem to make much of an 
impression in government circles. 
Attitude is that conditions have 

(Continued on page 4) 


ANTI-NAZI DAILY NIXED 
FOR CONCERT COVERAGE 


Philadelphia, Oct. 25. 

Music critic of the anti-Nazi Phil- 
|adelphia Record was refused re- 
| viewer's tickets last week to a con- 
'cert in the Academy of Music by 
the Dresden Boys Choir, of Dres- 
den, Germany. Calling the regular 
Academy ticket office, Edwin H. 
| Schloss was referred to an officer of | 
| the North German Lloyd Line. There 
| he was told that the Record wasn’t 
wanted at the concert. 

Concert by the choir, made up of 
| 66 boys between 10 and 19 years old | 
_from the famous Holy Cross Church 

School, was picketed by a dozen 
members of the Citizens’ 
Committee. They carried placards 
denouncing the event as ‘Hitler prop- 
aganda.’ Nazi groups were reported 
sponsoring the ‘good will tour,’ 
which will carry the singers through 
eastern United States for 
months. 











Anti-Nazi | 


three , 








U.S. ULTIMATUM TO FILMS 





ILasky-RKO in New 





Challenge 





Name band leader, recently 
returned from not too success- 
ful tour, was presented with a 
rubber check by promoter in 
midwest. 

Did so badly at b. o. that pro- 
moter deliberately told him it 
was rubber and dared him to 
cash it and cause trouble. 











Radio-Pix Talent 


Tieup; Additional Film-Air Co-Ops 


+ 


The Jesse Lasky-RKO-Wrigley 
tieup for a new radio program to 


supplant the ‘Laugh Liner’ series 
now on CBS is a slightl) different 
wrinkle on using film talent under 
direct Hollywood studio * super- 
vision. As such, it may produce a 
resumption of squawks from ex- 
hibitors. 

Prelim indications are that the 
RKO players to appear in dramatic 
skits will be from the regular roster, 
but probably not name talent. Other 
slant is that different groups will 
compete in 13 different dramatic 





THEATRE ARTS 
CENTER, OWN 
BWAY BLDG. 


Clubrooms for actors and other 
professionals in the theatre will be) 
opened soon in the Times Square | 
area under the sponsorship of the | 
Theatre Arts Committee. Self-sup- 
porting, non-profit enterprise will 
not be along the lines of the Lambs 
or Friars, but is designed to offer 
merely a meeting place, lounge 
room, telephone and mail service, 
casting information, study rooms, 
etc., for both men and women. Op- 
tion has been taken on a five-story 
building and the opening is sched- 
uled to take place with a party 
Dec. 31. 


Spot will be known as the The- 
atre Arts Center and will be run by 
|}a board of governors consisting of 
{Blanche Yurka, Walter  Greaza, 
Philip Loeb, Lora Elliot, Katharine | 
Warren, Hiram Sherman, Edward 
Everett Hale, Frank Wilson, Kather- 
ine Locke, Sylvia Field, Sanne | 
Schneider, Lloyd Gough, Joseph | 
Losey, Ruth Adelman, Mary Tarcai | 
and David Dorman. Members of the | 
advisory board include Sylvia Sid- | 
ney, Martha Graham, Hallie Flana- | 
gan, James F. Reilly, Sidney Kings- 
ley, Selena Royle, Harold Clurman, | 
Carly Wharton and Lee Strasburg. | 
The venture will be financed on a/| 
membership basis, with a limited 

(Continued on page 55) 
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Royal Camera Angle | 


rand Duchess Marie of Russia is 
| due in Hollywood in January to pho- 
' tograph, a la Margaret Bourke- 
| White, the biggies of the film colony. | 


It's a new specialty for the Ro- 
manoff family member, who mean-’ 
while is on the road lecturing on 
| ‘The Disappearing Glamour of Roy- 
| alty.’ 











TILDEN’S LONDON LEGITER 


Hollywood, Oct. 25. 
| Bill Tilden, tennis pro, is slated to | 
go into a stage play in London. 


' drome there. 


| like Ted Lewis, 
He opens Nov. 14 at the Hippo- 


| shows, with spots left for them in a 
| picture to be produced by Jesse L. 
| Lasky. 
| that radio is a questionable field in 
| which to test talent for screen possi- 


Exhibitors frankly claim 


bilities. 


Biggest complaint, as in the past, 
is expected to be that it indicates a 
| trend towards resuming participa- 
tion in radio shows by a major film 
|;company. Reply of major com- 
panies always has been that it is bet- 
ter to have. a studio-produced show, 
under film company supervision, 
than to permit stars to play indis- 


(Continued on page 53) 





‘U.S. AIDING ON PAR’S 


‘INVASION,’ WAR FILM 


Hollywood, Oct. 25. 
a top-budget picture 





‘Invasion,’ 


_based on an imaginary attack on 


North America by a foreign power, 
is slated for production at Para- 
mount, with the cooperation of the 


| Army and Navy. 


Story is being written by Capt. 
William F, Cox, of the U. S. Army 
Chemical Warfare Service, now on 
leave for that purpose. Studio 
plans to use a dozen or more of its 
top players. 





Sweet Vs. Swing Gives 
Former B.0. Edge in Pitt 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 25. 

Looks like Stanley, WB de luxer, 
will lay low on swing bands as stage 
attractions in future, result of re- 
cent lickings house has taken with 
jive experts. Floperoos of touted 
topnotch jitterbug fanciers is due to 
the fact they’re big mat draws, when 
| the kid hounds kick in, but don’t 
draw at night. The Stanley has lost 
dough on every swing combo in last 
several months. 

Warner flesh spot has learned from 
| experience that its clientele prefers 
| the less violent type of music. Kay 

Kyser proved that couple of weeks 
ago when he gave the house an all- 
time high gross of $35,500. Maestros 
Kemp, Lombardo, 
Waring and Heidt have been most 


(Continued on page 55) 
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GTP’s Victory 0 
Electrics, with D. 


Over Big Three 


J. Aid, Keynotes 


U. S. Attitude Vs. All Trusts 


Washington, Oct. 25. 

Struggle over the right of Gen- 
eral Talking Pictures Corp. to use 
equipment manufactured by the big 
three of the electrical industry for 
its own purposes was upheld before 
the U. S. Supreme Court Wednesday 
(19) by the Department of Justice. 

Intervening as a ‘friend of the 
court,’ D. J. romped to the rescue 
of the sound picture company with 
a strong argument in which it held 
that the rights of a patent owner 





should end, following the manufac- ; 
ture, use and sale of his invention, | 
No reason, the Justice Department | 
said, why General Talking Pix 
should be forced to use vacuum tube 
amplifiers made by American Tele- | 
phone & Telegraph Co., Electrical | 
Research Products, Inc., and West- | 
ern Electric Co., Inc., for the sole 
purpose of ‘radio amateur reception, 
radio experimental reception and 
radio broadcast reception.’ Sound | 
company was within its rights in 
utilizing the vacuum tubes as parts 


| 
| 


of talking picture sound equipment,| Trading Corp., which holds 


if so desired. 





Got Something There 


High-salaried producer-direc- 
tor of one of the majors stalked 
into the office of president of his 
company, finding latter in a 
sluggish mood as he peered 
over sheets of figures laying on 
his desk. ‘I know how you can 
save a lot of money, Mr. X’, 
opened up the producer-direc- 
tor. 

With that the company presi- 
dent’s ears pricked up as he ex- 
citedly asked how this could be 
done. 

‘Fire me’, shot back the gag- 
ging director. 














versal 


Minority Hoiders 


Decide to Call Off 
A Major Suit Vs. U 


Stockholders’ suit to dissolve Uni- 
Pictures Corp., which was 
last October by the Murita 
160 
shares of 8% first preferred stock, 





filed 


Devised by trust-busting Assistant | representing 10% of preferred stock- 


Attorney General Thurman Arnold, | 
D. J.’s argument in respect to the | 
important patents case was rendered 
when the tiff came up for rehearing, 
after six Supreme Court justices had 
acted on it last May. At that time 
five members of the highest tribunal 
upheld the validity of the U. S. Cir- 
cuit Court of Appeals in Manhattan 
that the Picture Corp. was liable to 
A. T. & T. for patent infringement. 
With three members of the court 
not sitting, Justice Hugo Black, lib- 
eral newcomer to the bench, vig- 
orously dissented from the decision 
and the Supreme Court later granted 
a new airing. 











Declaring that though 
merely a suit between private par- 
ties, it involves a question of great 
public importance, Prof. Arnold 


_ flayed the question of control by 


the inventor over a manufactured 
product after its sale as a ‘vicious 
practice’ in violation of the anti-trust 
laws. 

‘Public Policy‘ 


‘Public policy can not tolerate the 
extension of the patent privilege to 
control the use to which the con- 


‘ sumer may put the article after it 


has been marketed,’ he declared, 
*. . . No legitimate reason can be 
advanced as to why, to take a sim- 
plified example, the owner of a pat- 
ent on a lighter should have the 
right to sell it to the public re- 
stricted to use in lighting cigars and 
not susceptible of legal use in light- 
ing cigarets.’ 

Admitting that the Supreme 
Court’s final decision will be con- 
trolling, Arnold hinted that a change 
in the existing laws might be neces- 
sary if it is decided that the use of 
patented articles, once they are mar- 
keted, remain within the jurisdiction 
of the patent owner. 

“When he (the patent owner) seeks 
to control] the use of his patented 
article after it has passed into the 
possession of dealers and the public, 
he is not seeking the legitimate ex- 
ploitation of his invention, but is 
seeking to restrain and control trade, 
and this violates the fundamental 
policy of the anti-trust laws,’ Arnold 
warned. 

‘Prior to the present case, the Su- 
preme Court has never held that the 


patent owner may restrict the pub- 


lic to using his invention in a par- 
ticular industrial field, and in a va- 
riety of analogous situations the 
court has struck down attempts to 
use the patent privileges to accom- 
plish similar unlawful restraints of 
trade. ...A use restriction such as 


herein attempted seems to the de-| 


partment to be even more directly 
obnoxious to freedom of trade than 
(these) other restrictions which have 
long been held illegal.’ 

Of supreme importance to inde- 
pendents who have no tieup with 
the giants of the electrical equip- 


ment industry, final ruling of the! 
highest court is expected during the | 
fall and winter terms of the Supreme 


Court. Intervention of the Justice 
Department should give pause to the 


justices who last spring ruled in fa- | 


vor of Tel & Tel and its companions. 


‘this is 


holders, is due to be called off be- 


cause of the huge expense it would | 


cost for the plantiff to carry out the 
action. It is understood Murita will 
let the matter slide for non-prosecu- 
tion when the case is called for trial 


MACKENNA SUCCEEDS 
LATE KATE CORBALEY 


Kenneth MacKenna, who was east- 
ern story editor of Metro, has offi- 
cially been appointed Coast story 
editor at the M-G studio, succeeding 
the late Kate Corbaley. 

MacKenna is currently on the 
Coast. No eastern successor as yet 
appointed. 


Ickes Tells Film 
| Exees to Fight For 
A Free Expression 


} Hollywood, Oct. 25. 

Plea for freedom of motion pic- 
tures and the press was sounded by 
Secretary of the Interior Harold L. 
Ickes at a luncheon given by Darryl 
Zanuck at 20th-Fox studios. Urging 
the film execs to stand up and fight 
against any kind of dictatorship, 
| whether it be government, financial 
‘or proletarian, the secretary said: 
| “These two great industries, the 
| newspapers and the motion pictures, 
| should every day and night stand 
|for and fight for the civil liberties 
| which are guaranteed to us, but 
which are not always 
when most needed. 

‘The sooner alignment is made to 
combat this danger, the better. If 
you are going to be licked it might 
as well be sooner as later, and you 
might as well begin the fight now. 
I most fervently hope, however, that 
we never reach the stage where we 
fear the interplay of ideas and 
where one man alone thinks he can 
{think for all of us.’ 

Among the guests were Louis B. 
Mayer, Walter Wanger, Sam Katz, 
| Fred Beetson, Sam Briskin, Melvyn 
| Douglas, John Ford, William Goetz, 

















in N. Y. supreme court next month. | M. C. Levee, Eddie Mannix, Dudley 


Attorneys for the plantiff corp., it 
has been learned, decided not to go 


| Nichols, Harry Rapf, M. B. Silber- 
berg, Gale Sondergaard, Donald 
| Ogden Stewart, Gloria Stuart, 


through with the action after it had Frank Tuttle, Adolph Zukor and 


examined the records filed by Uni- 


versal with the Securities Exchange | 
These | 


Commission in Washington, 
records failed to bolster up Murita’s 
claim of waste of assets, it is under- 
stood, and it would require a large 
staff of accountants to go over the 


corporation’s books from 1929 to date | 


during which time, the suit avers, 
the officers and directors of Univer- 
sal had dissipated over $4,680,000 of 
the assets. 





L. A. to N. Y. 


Neil F. Agnew, 
Pearl] Alton. 
Georges Banyai, 
Charles Clarke, 
Jacques Deval, 
Madge Evans. 
Leon Fromkess, 
Albert Galston. 
Henry Ginsberg, 
Sheilah Graham, 
Edmund Grainger, 
Pauline Holman. 
W. Ray Johnston. 
Pert Kelton. 
David L. Loew. 
Ella Logan. 
Herbert Marshall 
Grant Mitchell 
Robert Poole. 
Bill Robinson, 4 
Arthur Rose. 
Don Stauffer. 

J. H. Whitney. 





ARRIVALS 


Rene Maison, Jan Smeterlin, Al- 
bert Prejean, Mr. and Mrs, Jean 
Dansereau, Content Peckham, Mar- 
jorie Uphill, Dorothy Green, Emil 
Hermann, Karl A, Bickel, Ernest 
Schelling, Emile Baum, Frieda 
Hempel, Andre Daven, Lucrezia 
Bori, Ettore Panizza, Roberto Mor- 
anzoni, Leonard Warren, Richard 
Haydn, Mr. and Mrs. James A. Fitz- 
patrick. 


| Hal B. Wallis. 





| 


| Werner Casts for Small 


Hollywood, Oct. 25. 

David C. Werner signed as cast- 
|ing director for Edward Small Pro- 
ductions and started work selecting 
players for ‘King of the Turf,’ 
starring Adolpe Menjou. 

Jack Morton, engaged to handle 
the casting for ‘King,’ remains as 
Werner's assistant. 


Hubbard Back to MG 


Hollywood, Oct. 25. 
Lucien Hubbard, whose producer 
contract with Paramount is lapsing, 
'is returning to his old job at Metro. 


- SAILINGS 


Nov. 12 (London to New York), 
Frances Carson (Brittanic). 

Nov. 11 (New York to London), 
Raymond Savage (Scythia). 

Oct. 29 (Yokohama to San Fran- 
cisco), Joe Goltz (Empress of Asia). 

Oct. 29 (London to New York), 
Marlene Dietrich, George Black, 
Earle Hammons (Queen Mary). 

Oct. 26 (New York to Bermuda), 
David Selznick (Queen of Bermuda). 








Oct. 23 (London to New York), 
Beatrice Lillie, Paul Draper 
(Bremen). 


Oct. 22 (New York to Naples), 
Sidney Chaplin, Charles E. Kess- 
nich, John J. Maloney, Burtus 
Bishop, Jr., Walter E. Banford, Wil- 
liam B. Zoellner, J. Frank Willing- 
ham, Maurice D. Saffle, William H. 
Workman, Leroy A. Bickel, Ernest 
J. Solvay (Conte de Savoia). 

Oct. 23 (New York to London), 
Robert Benchley (City of Norfolk). 

Oct. 22 (New York to London), 
William B. Levy, Harry Lachmann, 
Serge and Leonide Lifar (Cham- 
plain), 
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Radio ducats go begging in L. A. 
Metro’s ‘Judge Hardy’ for radio. . 
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What the RKO Plan Provides 





itor interests. 


voting rather than representation 


showed a net loss of $480,176. 


Dec. 31, 1937, to $6,073,791. RKO 


charges, 





The RKO reorganization plan, under attack for a long time, en. 
visages one share of preferred and five of common for each $100-bond, 
with 500 shares of the new issue of $1,500,000 of common to be turned 
over to Rockefeller Center in satisfaction of that major claim. An 
earlier agreement had been 400 shares, it has been claimed by cred- 


The common RKO stockholders, under the plan, will get one share 
of the new for six of the old, and will have the right to cumulative 


According to the plan, RKO good will is valued at $2,500,000. In 
the courts for six years under 77B, RKO for the 26 weeks ended July 
2, according to the report filed with Judge Bondy by the receivers, 
However, during this period, fixed in- 
debtedness of RKO and subsidiaries was further reduced by $967,095, 
including payment of $150,000 principal amount of RKO’s secured 6% 
gold notes and interest on such indebtedness amounting to $621,050. 

Cash on RKO and subsids increased in the period from $5,282,613 on 


and subsids for this period showed a net loss of $1,135,522 after all 


on the board. 


Radio Pictures, Inc. (pictures end) 











available 


Judge Bondy’s Postponement "Til 
Nov. 22 a Surprise to RKO Reorg 
Proponents; Expected Approval 





























H. M. Warner Held East 


Another Week; Indisposed 


Harry M. Warner, who planned 


leaving for Hollywood Saturday (22), 


postponed the trip due, in part, to 
the fact he isn’t feeling well. He 


will take off later this week. 

Warner came on to attend the re- | 
cent important board meeting at the 
Hays office. 





Leslie Howard-Futter 


Form English Prod. Co.; 


Pascal’s ‘Pyg’ on B’way 





London, Oct. 25. 

Leslie Howard and Walter Futter 
have formed Major Pictures Corp., 
new English producing company to 
operate here, with American capi- 
tal. 
ary. 

Howard was partnered with Ga- 
briel Pascal in filming ‘Pygmalion’ 
and generally believed they would 
make other pictures together. 





Sez Pascal 


Hollywood, Oct. 25. 

Differences over production policy 
and temperamental clashes caused 
the split between Leslie Howard 
and Gabriel Pascal, after association 
on one picture, ‘Pygamalion.’ Now 
here on a visit, Pascal avers Howard 
is a great actor, but actors seldom 
make capable producers, 

‘Pygmalion,’ first picture based on 
a Shaw play, opens at the Astor, 
New York, succeeding ‘Marie An- 
toinette,’ and is slated for roadshow- 
ing. : 

‘Devil’s Disciple’ is the next George 
Bernard Shaw play to be filmed by 
Pascal Picture will be shot in Holly- 
wood. Pascal established quarters in 
the Metro studio to complete an edit- 
ing job on ‘Pygmalion,’ the British- 
made Shaw picture for Metro dis- 
tribution in the United States. 

Pascal has a deal with Metro for 
production of another Shaw play for 


the screen, with a choice of ‘Anthony 


and Cleopatra’ or ‘St. Joan.’ 

Shaw wrote, directed and enacted 
a trailer for ‘Pygmalion,’ addressing 
himself to ‘my very dear friends in 
America.’ Shaw explains that he has 
no objection to seeing his work 
made into films provided the perfec- 
tion of his lines is not damaged. He 
does not know ‘whether he will live 
long enough to educate America,’ 
Shaw continues, ‘but he is still try- 
ing.’ 





Metro Making It Tougher 


For Agents to Get on Lot 


Hollywood, Oct. 25. 
Metro clamped the lid on talent 
agents, cancelling all annual passes 
and requiring the 10%ers to get the 





; permission of Nicholas Nayfack be- 


fore entering the lot. 


get into the casting office but no 
farther. 

Earlier this month al] salesmen for 
marcantile, real estate and insurance 
companies were barred. 


First picture starting in Janu- 


They can still 


| Bombshell was tossed into the 
| ranks of topnotch attorneys for the 
proponents of the RKO plan of re- 
organization yesterday (Tuesday), 
when Federal Judge William Bondy 
unexpectedly postponed his approval 
or disapproval of the plan until Nov. 
22. The court expressed doubt that 
it would pass on the plan even at 
that time. As result, the proposed 
setup, which has been nearly five 
years in the making, is not expected 
to be officially sanctioned until the 
first of the year. 
| Judge Bondy gave as his only rea- 
son for postponing the hearing that 
| he required ‘more time to consider 
| some real questions’ before taking 
| definite action in the matter. He 
| pointed out that for the next four 
| weeks he would be in the motion 
term of the court and could not de- 
| vote the necessary time to such a 
grave matter. He would require, he 
said, at least a week’s time to give 
| it his full attention. 

After his definite announcement of 
tne adjournment which stunned H. 
;C. Rickaby, attorney for Atlas, and 
| other attorneys for RCA and the 
'Lehman Bros., chief proponents of 
| the plan, and in fact everyone else 
| in the courtroom—as all had expect- 
| ed the court to take a definite stand 
—the attorneys cleared out of the 
courtroom. Outside, Rickaby, in 
answer to a question put to him by 
another attorney, replied abruptly: 

‘What would you have said to 
Bondy under the circumstances?’ 

On the other hand, the representa- 
tives of stockholder groups, and a 
small group of debenture-holders 
who have been consistently opposing 
the plan, were happy about the 
whole thing, and left the courtroom 
feeling that their contentions may 
be supported, eventually, by the 
| judge. 

Attorneys representing Irving 
Trust Co., trustee, also revealed that 
Judge Bondy’s okay is not required 
at this time to ratify the appointment 
of George J. Schaefer by Irving 
Trust as RKO’s new president. That 
will be a matter for the board of 
directors when they are chosen, and 
the only consent necessary from the 
court is the selection of the board 
of directors. 

Expected It te Go Through 

A board of directors for the re- 
organized RKO was expected to be 
elected without delay, possibly today 
(Wed.), with Schaefer as its chair- 
man. Board of the old company, con- 
sisting of but seven, will likely be 
enlarged and, among others would 
|include Peter Rathvon, of the Atlas 
Co., if he is chosen to head the ex- 


(Continued on page 20) 


N. Y. to L. A. 


_ Elaine S. Carrington. 

| Willy de Mond. 
Mr. and Mrs. Allen Jenkins. 
Sam Kurtzman. 

| Nilo Menendez. 

| §&. Barrett McCormick. 

| Arthur Michaud. 

Charlie Morrison. 

Jay Paley 

| Herman Robbins. 

Joseph M. Schenck. 

| Joe Seidelman. 

| Harry M. Warner. 

| Herman Wobber. 
Morris Woolf. 


| Roland Young. 
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‘A TIMELY CONVENTION 


Meeting of the Motion Picture Theatre Owners of America at Oklahoma 
City early next week comes at a most opportune time during a recess of 
conferences between distributors and exhibitors over the all-important 
questions of self-regulation of business practices. There is a breathing 








space, 
consummate basic agreements. 





No piece of business to be discussed at the MPTOA meeting is so momen- 
tous in current and future. aspects as the self-regulation program. The 
floor of the convention is the proper place for frank debate and argument 
over the pending revisions of existing distributor licensing agreements and 
the broader policies involved. Representatives of the exhibitor group 
should welcome whole-heartedly comments, suggestions and constructive 
criticisms from the large number of theatre operators who will attend 
the convention, 

More than two and a half years have elapsed since MPTOA crystalized 
into a ‘10-point program’ a list of ‘reforms’ in business practices between 
distributors and exhibitors. In an industry of constant changes new prob- 
lems arise constantly and the ‘10-point program’ should be brought up to 
date, if circumstances demand. 





There is no reason why the pending Government anti-trust civil action 
against major distributors should restrict the discussions at Oklahoma City. 
Issues created by the ‘suit are to be argued and judgment reached entirely 
from a legal viewpoint. Exhibitors are meeting as practical theatre oper- 
ators and are concerned with practical matters. Their primary resolve is 
to bring about a relationship with distributors, which will stimulate and | 
encourage exhibitor showmanship and investment. 








Representatives of distributors and exhibitors who have been meeting | 
in New York have had the fact brought forcibly before them that there is 
no clean cut, sharply defined line of demarcation between their respective | 


so to speak, before the conferees return’to their discussions and 








interests. 
prosperity of the other. 


The success of one is wholly dependent upon the continued | 
Trade practices which are contrary to this nrine | 
ciple are restrictive to both. Undue advantages may reap temporary bene- 


fits, but in the course of a period of operations, readjustments are neces- 


sary. 


negotiation. 





Any 


the problems. 





Film industry does not need a strong, central controlling body which 
It needs only an honest meeting of minds 
to be freed from limitations, largely self-imposed, in order to resume nat- 


will force rules and regulations. 


ural, constructive ee 


a 


Pending conferences, although too long delayed in the opinion of | H 
many exhibitors, are an effort by industry interests to settle matters by | ih 





New Wage-Hour Law Not Affec ing 
Theatres as Yet, but Studios May Be 


Although the national wage-hour 
law went into effect Monday (24), 
there was no discernible effect noted 
either in home offices of picture com- 
panies or in theatre ranks. This did 
not mean that any part of the statute 
was being overlooked by the industry 
in the east or by exhibitors, but sim- 
ply that ther® remained considerable 
doubt as to the status of the film 
business. 

Smaller theatre operations in minor 
spots which may not be living up 
to the $11 per week minimum or 44- 
hour working week, in time expect 
to secure a ruling on their status. 
And while there remains consider- 
able doubt as to whether or not they 
are exempted under one or several of 
the multifarious exemptions, they 
have given little hint that they will 
boost pay for ushers and janitors or 
trim their working week. Doubtful 
even in these lesser houses there will 
have to be any change on actual 
working hours. 


Industry minds believe that the 
picture business, as it affects theatres, 
will be found to come under either 
the retail establishment classification 
or service business category. Former 
thus far has seemed more plausible, 
since the theatres rent pictures for 
the ultimate disposal to customers 
when they sell tickets. The exemp- 
tion for service businesses, such as 
beauty parlors, barber shops and 
laundries also may be applicable to 
the trade, since selling of entertain- 


ment is regarded as an intangible 
service, 


It is likely that friendly suits may 
have to be instituted to establish the 
exact groove in which the exhibitor 
business falls. These will be decided 
by various courts with actual de- 
Cision possibly not known for a year 
or longer. Actual full-scale enforce- 
ment of the wage-hour law may have 
to wait until the next Congressional 
S@ssion, because the administration 
of the statute is reported low on 
funds just now. 

This has led attorneys to believe 
that there will be little adequate en- 
forcement for at least six months, 











May Halt IATSE Probe 
Due to Lack of Funds 


Sacramento, Oct. 25. 

Continuation of the Grand Jury 
investigation into racketeering 
charges against the IATSE may be 
halted due to lack of funds. 

Understood the jury won’t resume 
hearings until after the Nov. 8 elec- 
tion. 








Two WB Biggies Set 


Hollywood, Oct. 25. 

Warners’ $1,250,000 ‘Juarez,’ stu- 
dio’s top budget picture for the year, 
gets the gun Nov. 14; with Paul Muni 
in the top role, 

Studio also fixed Nov. 10 as the 
starting date for ‘Dodge City,’ featur- 
ing Errol Flynn. Budget runs around 
$750,000. 








with possibly another six months 
needed to secure rulings on different 
classifications. 





Hollywood Puzzled 
Hollywood, Oct. 25. 

Victor Clarke is rushing east to 
join Pat Casey for conferences in 
Washington with. Commissioner An- 
drews on the application of the 
Wage-Hours law to 25,000 workers in 
the film industry. Producers are 
anxious to get a ruling on whether 
the 60-hour production scale will 
have to be reduced to 44 hours. 

Basic agreement contracts call for 
overtime on 54 and 60 hours. Unless 


| conditions. 


| film 
| completely 








actors, cameramen and others are 
classed as professionals and time | 
schedules trimmed to 44 hours cost | 
in overtime to studios would run into 


L.vere. imnortant monev, 


Decision to dispatch the studios’ | 
labor contacts to Washington was | 
reached when studio heads and at- 
torneys found it impossible to 
classify 25,000 workers grouped into 
more than 600 classifications. 


REPRISALS TI 





| Withdrawal of Pictures from 


Dictator Countries, It Is 
Feared, May Prejudice 
Other Industries Abroad 


BANKERS’ FOREIGN STANCE 





OTHER U. 3. BIZ? 


—Four Major Banks Vis- | 
ualize Dire Effects of the 


Negative Publicity, If Pix 
Refuses to Conform to 
Fascist Restrictions 





TOUGH EITHER WAY 


If the present plans of four of the 
country’s most prominent banks i 
| through, the film industry may 
compelled, through fore of circum 


stances, as well as by the banks, em 


continue doing business in the fascist 


countries 
spite the 


throughout Europe, de- 
increasingly prohibitive 


| Wall Street asserted that 
| Bank, Manufacturers Trust, 


Chase 
Central 
anover and Guaranty Trust are 
olding joint meetings of 
boards of directors and discussing | 


| . ° 
: : action to be tak rev é 
other course of action introduces elements of interference from | taken to prevent major 


outside forces, equipped neither by experience or knowledge to cope with 


companies from withdrawing 
from. distribution in 
Italy, Germany, Austria and other 
countries in Europe where severe 
restrictions have been initiated. 

The reason for the banks’ present 
concern, and contemplated bringing 


Authoritative sources in | 


their | 


of pressure on members of the Hays | 


organization not to retaliate against 
foreign governments, is their far- 


sighted conviction that aside from | 


considerable money invested in 
American picture companies, their 
investments in a host of other | 


American industries, 
abroad, is far greater. 

Should-the film companies decide 
toe withdraw, and they have seriously 
considered taking this final step for 
some weeks, it is feared by the 
banks that the resulting publicity 
and heightening of ill-will by dic- 
tator-ruled countries might spread 
to retaliation and antagonism against 
all American industries, 

Most of the picture companies, 
with the major exception of 20th 
Century-Fox and Metro, have 
stopped print shipments to the coun- 
tries mentioned and are reported 
favoring complete withdrawal rather 
than see their distributing business 
taken over by nationalistic corpora- 
tions abroad. 

Heads of foreign departments here, 
queried on the Wall Street report, 
state they had not heard anything 
concrete yet, but pessimistically view 
the outlook, whether they stay or 
get out of the dictator countries. 


doing business 


Dave Selznick-Jock Whitney-RKO 
Merger Talk Up Again, on the Heels 
Of Schaefer's Move-Cver from UA 


+ 








The Dazzle Razzle 


David O. Selznick and Jock Whit- 
ney are reported talking a merger of 
the Selznick-International organiza- 
tion with RKO Radio. Whitney is 
understood to be willing to accept 
new RKO common stock for his 
Selznick holdings. 

The deal, as and when worked out, 
would bring Selznick back to the 
RKO fold with his own production 
unit, Other units would comprise a 
Merritt Hulburd unit and possibly 
a Frank Capra unit. 

Floyd Odlum has been sitting in 
on conferences with Selznick and 
Whitney interests and is reported to 
look favorably on the merger idea, 
in addition to a preliminary contract 
that is directly under discussion at 
| this time, which would take Se lznick 


FLOCK OF FILM 
- EXECS DUE WEST 


Hollywood, Oct. 25. at Schaefer. was 





Darryl Zanuck is pulling a 
reverse play to offset the yard- 
age gained by Metro’s ‘A Yank 
At Oxford.’ The new 20th-Fox 
formation is ‘A Briton At Yale,’ 
with Richard Greene, an Eng- 
lishman, carrying the ball. 

Play is aimed at touchdowns 
on both sides of the Atlantic. 

















Major picture company heads con- 
verge on Hollywood after the | 
MPTOA convention in Oklahoma | 
City adjourns Nov. 2. 

Planning to head for the Coast the 
i first of this month are George J. 
| Schaefer, who makes his first offi- 
cial call on the studio as RKO prexy, 
accompanied by his predecessor, Leo 
Spitz. Others include Nate Blum- 
berg, Universal chieftain, and his 
sales head, William Scully; Murray 


| OF eight pictures annually. 





Silverstone, UA operating head, and | 
Nicholas M. Schenck, due a week | 
later for his annual winter look-in 
at Metro. 

Richard A. Rowland, executive of 
Edward Small Productions, puts in 
his first appearance at exhibitor | 
conclave since relinquishing the | 
| helm of First National. 





Joe Schenck and Harry M. Warner 
are other top executives returning to 
the Coast later this week. 





JACK WARNER STAYS ON 


Samuel E. Morris, v.p. in charge 
of foreign distribution for Warner 
Bros., is due back in New York 
from London early next month. 
Plans sailing from Europe Oct. 29. 

Morris and Jack Warner went to 





new Warner’s theatre there. War- 
ner will stay there for a _ while 
studying latest developments in 
European distribution and quota 
production in England. 








Balaban-Griffis Watching Par’s 
New Budgets; Sales-Ad Powwows 





Hollywood, Oct. 25. 
Problem of cutting down produc- 
tion costs to meet decline in Euro- 


| Murray Silverstone 


SAM MORRIS DUE BACK, 


London to attend opening of the | 


new RKO prez, 
very intimate with Selznick during 
the UA regime. 

The terms of this contract, in the 
discussions reached so far, call for 
Selznick to deliver a series of six 
On the 
| first production, Irving Trust Co. is 
' committed to furnishing $400,000 to- 


| ward the negative cost, and RKO is 


guaranteeing the gross business the 
picture will do, thus insuring Selz- 
nick against any losses. A schedule 
of splitting distribution profit is also 
being worked out on the first picture 
with adjustments to be made there- 
after on subsequent product. 

Selznick has not confirmed reports 
that he is negotiating with RKO, 


| stating that he expected to work out 


a new long-term releasing deal with 
United Artists in his discussions with 
in New- York. 
| He is reported having propositions 


| from UA, RKO and Paramount, with 


the trade expecting final decision on 
one of them by the time he returns 
from his trip to Bermuda in three 
weeks, 

The producer flies to Bermuda to- 





























peo group, on sales and advertis- | 


ing, will be worked out before tne 
visiting execs head for the MPTOA | 


pean market is being worked out by | Convention in Oklahoma City. 


Barney Balaban, Paramount prexy, 


Some plans are also being laid for | 


here with Stanton Griffis for confabs | high-budget pictures on next year’s 


with Adolph Zukor and William Le- | 
Baron. 


layout. 
Agnew returns to New York first | 


Another problem to be faced is tonight (Tuesday) while Robert Gill- | 


the boost in operating costs due to 
modification of the agreement with | 
Screen Actors Guild. Confabs will | 
also decide whether to fill the pro- | 


| 


ducer berths soon to be left vacant | 


| by the departure of Lucien Hubbard 

and Andrew Stone, or split up the 
Work among tné remaining produc- 
ers. 

Neil Agnew, sales chief, is also at 
the studio to sit in on production 
conferences. Likely that the entire 
schedule for the balance of this sea- 





ham, who got in Sunday, goes direct 
to Oklahoma City the end of this | 
week. | 

Balaban, Griffis and studio execs | 
are looking over a site near the pres- | 
ent studio with a view to expansion 
and to relieve the present over- 
crowded condition. Studio had con- 
sidered larger property near the 
20th-Fox site but deal fell through. 
Instead, understood decision was 
made to add on to the present site 





in Hollywood. 








day (Wednesday) and will spend 
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NEELY BILL, OR SOME OTHER ANTI- BLOCK | "=< 
W, HELD CERTAIN OF PASSAGE IN °39 





Trade Leaders Envision Its Coming Up This Winter, 
and Becoming Enacted—Foresee Tempering the 


Synopsis Aspects—aAll 
Regulation Moves 


The Neely bill or some similar na- 
tional legislation against block book- 
ing is certain to come up in the 
next session of Congress, opening 
Jan. 1 next year. There is a reason- 
able certainty of its passage, in the 
opinion of trade leaders who recently 
completed a survey of sentiment 
throughout the nation. 


There are some industry leaders 
who envision much pressure being 
exerted to get the Neely measure, 
or its counterpart, through the next 
Congressional session, no matter 
what is done in present trade prac- 
tice conferences. Only a bangup han- 
dling of trade practice problems be- 
fore next year will prevent a com- 
plete overhauling of the present 
block-booking system. And even this 
is dependent, to large degree, on the 





reaction of exhibitors to the conces- 
sions made by distributors in these 
industry parleys. 


Present concensus of sentiment is | 
that if the trade practice parleys had | 
been successfully completed a year | 
ago, there would not be the present 
rising clamor for anti-block booking | 
reform via a national statute. Gen- | 
eral belief in the trade is that if two | 
or more major companies fail to | 
agree to major points, acquiesced to | 
by others, it might well result in in- 
dependent exhibitors insisting that 
the present trade practice confer- 
ences were a failure. 


Of course, a system of booking 
which would eliminate selling of 
pictures in groups as at present 
might stay Neely anti-block booking 
legislation. It is barely conceivable 
though a few hold out hope for it. 

One thing that the Neely measure 
or similar statutes will do, if nothing 
else, will be to force each picture 








to be sold individually. The prob- 
lem of synopsis probably will be 
changed, or tempered, or handled by 
a brief general descrirtion of each 
production. At least, that is the latest 
word on the subject. 


Anti-block booking law possibly 
might direct attention to each in- 
dividual feature, presenting a tough 
task for distributors in obtaining sell- 
ing angles on minor films or so-called 
‘B’ preduct. It might result in fewer 
films being produced because more 
attention would be focused on lesser- 
draw pictures, and they would be 
tougher to dispose of to exhibitors. 

Whether new anti-block booking 
regulations will halt the widespread 
booking of entire season’s product 
into a vast majority of big de luxe 
theatres will depend largely on how 
the actual wording of the statute 
emerges from congressional halls. If 
there is an abrupt departure from 
mass selling and it becomes neces- 
sary ¢- distributors to actually ‘sell’ 
each ieature to an exhib and keep 
him ‘sold’ on his picture merchan- 
dise, many in the industry predict 
a rise in the cost of product by 
means of upping film rentals. 

Others, however, forecast that it 
merely will mean a realignment of 
sales approach and carry-through 
methods by distribution companies. 
So much stress will be placed on the 
value of each film that the distrib- 
utor is likely to emphasize this all 
down the line for the exhibitor’s 
benefit. There will be more bally- 
hooing of each film for the exhib- 
itor’s benefit and more letting the 
theatre go out and sell the picture 
to the public. This might possibly 
mean a return to old showmanship 
methods by many theatre operators. 


Jones Settles % Suit 


Los Angeles, Oct. 25. 

Suit over commissions, filed against 
Buck Jones by H. E. Edington-F. W. 
Vincent, Inc., was adjusted privately 
and dropped from the court calendar. 

Agency had sued for $21,800 on a 
coriract scheduled to run until July 
8, 1939. 











Pert Kelton’s P. A.s 
Hollywood, Oct. 25. 
Pert Kelton goes east on a per- 
gonals tour. 
She opens in Philadelphia Nov. 11. 


This, Regardless of Self-. 





U. S. Ultimatum 








(Continued from page 1) 


grown so much more complicated 
than they were in 1933-35 that the 
NRA technic would prove of scant 
value in remedying what the reform- 
ers think are vicious situations re- 
quiring direct action. Surgery is re- 


garded as the only solution, with the | 


Justice lawyers wielding the scalpel. 
Cencessiens 


The terms on which Arnold wants 
to make a trade still have not been 
disclosed, due to the sh-sh position of 
Col. William H. Donovan, chief of the 
industry’s legal battery. Unofficially 
hinted, however, he will make some 
concessions on the two major points 
—divorcement of theatres and aboli- 
tion of block booking. Possible 


ground for a partial truce is the idea | 





Pros and Cons 





As far as the principal major 
distribution companies have 
considered the Federal suit, all 
now face the problem of com- 
ing to a definite decision on the- 
atre divorcement. Before the 
commencement of the suit there 
Was some indication that sev- 
eral were willing to accede to 
the Government’s request. 

Others are as determined not 
to relinquish any dominance in 
exhibition, or jeopardize their 
investments therein, unless ab- 
solutely forced to do so. 











of creating some types of a setup to 
take over management of producer- 
controlled theatres, with the govern- 
ment having a part in all activities. 
Federal people insist there must be 
an open market for independent stu- 
dios as well as independent exhib- 
itors and that this cannot be achieved 
until the ties between the major pro- 
ducers and the exhibition end are 
severed. 


That the majors realize there is 
little chance of winning the fight was 
seen in the fact that pick-and-shovel 
men largely comprised the latest con- 
tingent to huddle with Arnold and 
his D. J. associates. Instead of send- 
ing top executives, the home offices 
delegated lawyers, some of whom 
have not been in the public eye, to 
continue the deliberations. Besides 
Col. Donovan, the crew comprised 
Austin C. Keough, Paramount gen- 
eral counsel; Robert W. Perkins, gen- 
eral counsel for Loew’s; William M. 
Mallard, general counsel for RKO; 
Bertram F. Shipman of the firm of 
Mudge, Stern, Williams & Tuncker; 
and Ralph S. Harris and Richard P. 
Dwight of Dwight, Harris, Keogel & 
Caskey for 20th-Fox. 


Annabella Shipped To 
London Unit by 20th-Fox 


Hollywood, Oct. 25. 

20th-Fox is making no more Anna- 
bella pictures in America. Lack of 
roles to fit her accent, and cost of 
keeping her in Hollywood are the 
reasons for shifting the French ac- 
tress to the company’s British outfit. 

Under contract- to Robert Kane, 
20th-Fox’s British production head, 
Annabella will make two pictures a 
year in England. 


Talbot’s Bad Burns 


Hollywood, Oct. 25. 
Lyle Talbot, film actor, was ‘seri- 
ously burned when fire gutted his 
Beverly Hills home early this (Tues- 
day) morning. Franklin Parker, 
house guest and actor, was also bad- 
ly burned. 


Both leaped 20 feet to the ground 
after being trapped by flames. Both 




















are expected to recover. 





\ Cine Censors 
Cancel ‘Blockade’ 
After Ist OKing It 


St. John, N. B., Oct. 25. 


An about-face by the New Bruns- 
wick board of censors, has resulted 
in the picture ‘Blockade’ being 
blockaded from some provincial the- 

|atres and allowed in others. The 
| Walter Wanger-United Artists film 
| had been approved for screening by 
the board and had been shown in a 
half dozen of the larger towns, in- 
cluding Moncton, second biggest city 
of the province, also Bathurst, Ed- 
munston, Sussex. Then, 
| the United Artists’ exchange in St. 
| John, was officially notified by the 
| board that the approval of ‘Block- 
ade’ had been withdrawn, The pic- 





j} ture had been ordered to the board’s | 


projection room in St. John, for re- 
review, with negative results. Thus, 
| the approval had been turned into 
jrejection. It was a flat turndown, no 
allowance being made for cuts. 


Objection to the film showing had 
been submitted to the board of Cath- 
olic organizations, on the ground it 
|is Communist propaganda To offset 

thus, the UA exchange manager, 
Charlie Chaplin, sponsored a private 
showing for local newspapermen. 
Their decision was that the film at- 
'tacks war upon civilians, and wheth- 
er it is red propaganda should be 
| left to the individual theatregoer to 
decide. 


An appeal was taken against the 
rejection by the censor board. Coun- 
| ty Court Judge John A. Barry, up- 
held the disapproval of the approval, 
after seeing the film at a special 
showing. He decided ‘Blockade’ could 
not be shown any further in New 
Brunswick province. He said he did 
not base his verdict on religious 
grounds, announcing ‘This picture is 
not founded on fact according to the 
investigation of the British govern- 
ment. The picture, is, unquestion- 
ably for one side, but aside from 
that, the blockading of civilian popu- 
lations in time of war, as shown in 
this picture, is in an unfavorable 
light, whereas, in the event of war 
involving Great Britain, she would 
use her navy for the purpose of a 
blockade.’ 

When asked to explain the change 
of front on the pari of the censor 
board, Frank C. Owens, chairman, 
said “The Board of Censors makes no 
statements.’ The appeal judge’s de- 
cision was announced Oct. 22. New 
Brunswick is the only province in 
the dominion which has blacklisted 
‘Blockade.’ A singular development 
is that St. John, largest community 
in the province, and where the film 
was originally approved, and then 
disapproved, 





suddenly, | 


lef South Africa 


optimism 
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Film Cos. Not Hasty 





‘Well, it took the Federal 
forces two years to prepare 
their anti-trust action against 
the industry, so it is not sur- 
prising that the film companies 
do not want to rush into court 
with a half-prepared defense.’ 

That was the opinion of one 
picture company legalite, ex- 
pressed unofficially this week 
when the question of when the 
film companies would have their . 
answer ready was brought up. 
Although answer from the de- 
fendants is due Nov. 1, it is likely 
that a postponement of 30 days 
or three months will be asked. 











Phiiip, RCA Exec, Sees 
Upturn of Pictures In 


Europe and §. Africa 


N. J., Oct. 28. 
Observations made during a 15- 

week tour of Europe and the Union 

led Van Ness 


Philip, RCA Photophone export man- 
ager, to conclusions of unqualified 


Camden, 


the coming 
Back from a first-hand study 


tive believes the peaceful settlement 


of the recent European crisis is an 


untold gain for films. 


‘I spent a number of weeks during 
June and July in England, France, 
Belgium and Italy visiting RCA Pho- 
tophone recording licensees, our 
equipment distributors and theatre 
exhibitors,’ Philip stated. ‘In each 
country I found the outlook very 
promising for the industry, with 
many theatres replacing obsolete 
equipment and some new houses be- 
ing built. There is hope that the 
more recent appeasement of the in- 
ternational crisis will permit this 
generally satisfactory development to 
continue.’ 


Regarding the Union of South 
Africa, Philip said the market was 
showing unusual activity. ‘Last year 
the Union of South Africa was ninth 
in RCA Photophone’s world mar- 
ket,’ he said. ‘In 1938 it jumped to 
fourth place during the first eight 
months with orders coming in that 
may push it even higher. Exhibitors 
there are very much alive to the 
necessity for replacing worn-out 
equipment.’ 


Van Renkel Wins 136 
Verdict Over U in Court 


Los Angeles, Oct. 25. 


Sam Van Ronkel, producer, won a 
$13,000 judgment against Universal 
Pictures Corp. in L. A. superior 
court, 

Van Ronkel charged he was em- 
ployed to make 13 shorts at $1,000 
each but deal was called off. Carl 
Laemmle testified in behalf of the 
plaintiff. 














Film-Making in East Up Again; 
Trade Will Watch B.0. Reaction 





Boxoffice reception to the two 
currently-in-production pictures at 
Astoria—both for Paramount re- 
lease—will determine the future of 
important feature work in the east. 
Current experiment with Harold 
Orlob’s ‘One-Third of a Nation’ 
(WPA play) and William K. How- 
ard’s ‘Home-Town,’ both with im- 
portant cast members and not too 
stringent purse-strings, is predicated 
purely on the economic theory that 
budgeted pictures with intelligent 
supervision from Manhattan have a 
good chance to compete with the 
Hollywood product. 

Howard's film is _ costlier, at 
around $300,000, and Orlob’s picture 
may come in under its allotted 
$200,000 commitment. Latter has 
Sylvia Sidney starred and looks to 
be ready for Nov. 1 releasing. 

New Grand National setup is also 
ogling the east for a production 
base, and Sam Coslow is currently 
in New York on a rather pretenti- 
ous musical idea. Tommy Dorsey’s 
orchestra would background that. 

Industry at large is eyeing the 
Astoria experiment however for its 
basic keynote. 








Now They’ve Gotta Find 
Another Son for Chan 


Hollywood, Oct. 28. 

With Charlie Chan’s successor 
found, 20th-Fox is on the trail of a 
replacement for Keye Luke as Chan’s 
son. 

Luke left the Westwood lot after a 
Salary disagreement. Sidney Toler 
is the new Chan. 








Fenton Upped 


Hollywood, Oct, 25. 
Leslie Fenton, former actor, has 
been made a feature director at 
Metro. 
He had been directing 
Don't Pay’ two-reelers. 


‘Crime 





Brod Quits Goldwyn 


Hollywood, Oct. 25. 
Sid Brod has quit as Sam Gold- 
wyn’s production manager. 
He held the post for two years, 
moving over from Paramount. 


regarding the picture in- | 
|dustry abroad during 
| year. 
/of foreign markets, the RCA execu- 


US. PROBING NY. 
THEATRE SETUP 


Department of Justice investigators 
were around New York this week 
delving into data relative to reported 
instances during the past 10 years 
| where independent theatre owners 
| allegedly had to give up business, 
| either for reasons of being unable to 
| buy product, or by threats of opposi- 
tion houses being built in their im- 
mediate localities. 
| The sleuths are particularly inter- 
ested in histories of operators being 
| forced out by alleged domination of 
the RKO and Loew chains, but are 


finding it extremely difficult to lay 
| their hands on bona-fide evidence 
| that will stand up. Their activity 
here would seem to indicate the 
| Government is not resting behind 








| idle threats in its monopoly suit. 


According to legal heads of the 


major film companies, no formal 


| answers to the Government suit have 


been filed as yet, and there is strong 


| possibility that additional postpone- 


ments beyond Nov. 1 will be asked. 





Utah Indie’s Suit 


Price, Utah, Oct. 25. 

Suit for $10,000 has been filed in 
district court here by William and 
Elsie Haas Littlejohn, operators of 
the Bonnie theatre in Helper, Utah, 
against operators of the Strand to 
compel five major distributors to sell 
them part of their product. C. E. 
Huish and ‘V. A. Gilhool, doing busi- 
ness as the C. E. Huish Enterprises, 
operators of 11 houses in Utah, are 
accused of monopolistic buying prac- 
tices designed to ‘drive the plaintiffs 
out of the theatre business.’ 





Paramount, 20th-Fox, RKO, Uni- 
versal and Loew’s, Inc., are named 
co-defendants. 


‘Two Orphans, and An 
Orphan of the Falling 
European Film Market 


Hollywood, Oct. 25. 

Max Mack is here from London 
to lay plans for production of ‘Two 
Orphans’ in Hollywood. Managing 
director and producer of Ocean 
Films, in London, is making a bid 
for U. S. patronage with his preduct, 
since the European market's decline, 


He said he will make several pic- 
tures here if ‘Orphans’ clicks. 


NICK HOOT GIBSON ON 
A BREACHED CONTRACT 


Atlanta, Oct. 25. 

John Law rode herd on Hoot Gib- 
son, screen actor, rodeo champ and 
circus performer, last week when 
Robbins Brothers Circus, with which 
film horse opera star is stellar after 
show attraction, filled two-day date 
here. Gibson’s tilt with law came in 
form of $50,000 breach of contract 
suit filed in Fulton Superior court 
against performer by Macon Circus 
Equipment Co. and associated enter- 
prises. Papers were served on Gib- 
son on circus grounds by Deputy 
Sheriff Herb Edison. 


Petition charges Gibson entered 
into a contract February 10, 1937, to 
appear beginning April 8, 1937, for 
not more than 20 weeks at $750 per 
week, plus a share of all main and 
side show receipts; that Gibson left 
show about June 26, 1937, and that 
petitioners lost $4,800 in printing and 
advertising and had to refund about 
$3,000 to ticket purchasers. Re- 
mainder of amount asked in damages 
was not itemized. 

Attached to petition was copy of 
an assignment of interest in the con- 
tract from Gibson to Western Pro- 
ductions, Ltd., of Los Angeles, Calif. 


Muni as Joe Pulitzer 


Hollywood, Oct. 25. 
Joseph Pulitzer, founder of the 
New York World, is the subject of a 
picture in preparation at Warners, 
with Paul Muni in the title role. 
History of Pulitzer newspaper ac- 
tivities is being written for the 























screen by Louis Weitzenkorn, at one 
time Sunday editor of the World. 
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EXHIBS TO RUN 39-40 DRIVE 


Nathanson Gets Drums’ in First 
Step for Renewed Peace Between 


FP-Can and UA; 2-Year-Old Feud 


Montreal, Oct. 25. 

N. L. Nathanson, (Famous Players- 
Canadian), has succeeded in getting 
‘Drums’ for distribution in Canada 
following court action against Alex- 
ander Korda (London Films). Re- 
ported here that in addition to secur- 
ing ‘Drums’ tentative plans have 
been set for a reconciliation between 
United Artists and the Famous Play- 
ers-Canadian chain. 

Understanding is that where United 
Artists product is not otherwise tied 
up it will immediately go into F. P.- 
Canadian houses, Where indepen- 
dent exhibs have the UA franchise, 





it is reported that Nathanson chain 
will take over upon the expiration of | 
the current franchise agreements. 
Paving the way for the Nathanson 
deal is the departure of George J. 
Schaefer from United Artists to head 
RKO. Nathanson’s feud with UA 
started almost two years ago when | 
Schaefer held out for higher percen- 


product in. Canada. Schaefer sold 
away from the F-P chain and re- 
putedly managed to get a bigger 
gross out of Canada by doing so. 
Speedy settlement on ‘Drums’ indi- 
cates that other and more important 
issues were at stake. The new 
Nathanson deal with United Artists, 
when consummated, will run into 
several million dollars over a period 
of years. Amount that F-P will pay 
for the UA product will depend on 
the number and quality of UA pic- 
tures which will be distributed in 
Canada. In many cases the UA fran- 





chise now held by independent ex- 
hibs in Canada has about another 
year to run. 
some cases the UA franchise may be | 
bought off. 

In taking action against Korda for | 
control for ‘Drums’ in Canada, Nath- | 
anson claimed that the film belonged | 
to him because it was started in 1937 | 
under an original 5-year agreement | 
which expired only after production | 
on the film had begun, 

Locally ‘Drums’ is in at the Capitol 
(F.P.-Can.) starting Oct. 21. Or- 
pheum, independently operated by 
Joe Lightstone, had previously pre- 
viewed the picture and bought the 
drinks for the local pres. Orpheum 
even had a lobby display set for 
‘Drums’ several weeks ago. 





London Settlement 
London, Oct. 17. 
Anglo-Canadian Distributors, in 
which Regal Films, Toronto, has an 
interest, with Sam Smith, of British 
London, interested in 
both, settled its action seeking to 
bar London Films and _ United 
Artists from distributing ‘Drums’ 
(‘Mutiny of the Mountains’) in Can- 
ada. Settlement made out of court, 
with conditions not disclosed. Picture 
will also be shown in entire Famous 
Players circuit, Canada, on terms 
between UA and N. L. Nathanson. 
With action off his chest, Sam 
Smith is sailing for America to look 
over Republic Pictures product. He's 
due to return to Lordon Nov. 9. 








OLD GN PLEADS FOR 


STOCK WITHDRAWAL 





Washington, Oct. 25. 





Formal hearing on the application 
of Grand National Films Co. to with- 
draw its common stock from regis- 
tration on the New York Curb was 
held today (Tuesday) before the Se- | 
curities & Exchange Commission. 
Richard H. Wilmer, counsel for GN, 
told the commish that claims of more | 
than $1,000,000, filed against Grand | 
National, have been pared to about | 
$700,000, and will be reduced further, | 
but no equity will accrue to stock- | 
holders until the figure drons below | 
$550,000, the price paid for the as- 
Sets of the company by Educational 
Pictures. 

Transfer to Educational Pix and 
other actions have been approved by 
the court, it was stated. 





Newsreels Contrib 


Newsreel companies are doing 
their share to put Greatest Pic- 
ture Year campaign over. 
rious trailers on the drive and 
the Movie Quiz contest are at- 
tached to each newsreel issue. 
Cost of attaching, any additional 
printing fee, and transportation 
thus is carried by the five news- 
reel companies. 

Most newsreel editors are 
happy to do this, this plan being 
proposed by one editorial boss 
as an alternative to one ‘idea’ 
advanced at a campaign meets 
ing. This was to have all news- 
reels photograph the governors 
in 48 states making official proc- 
lamations of ‘picture year.’ 
Newsreel outfits decked this be- 
cause of huge additional expend- 
iture it represented. 


Dietrich's 1006 
Plus % Top Com 
For French Pic 


Paris, Oct. 25, 














The advance in French motion | 
| picture production and extension of | be limited. 
|: ‘ ° ° eae ke r. | Ie * e = | = 

It is possible that in| its marketing potentialities are key-| an advisory committee, with the full | years, 


noted in the deal just closed where- 
by Marlene Dietrich will produce a 
film here. Jack Forrester closed 
with the star at a reported $100,000, 


opening up of South American mar- 


ically possible such wider scope. 


. ‘Silver 


| 
| 
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THEATRE OWNERS 
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Jubilee’ Campairn 
Idea Gaining Momentum 
for Next Year— Prime 
Idea Is to Place Responsi- 
bility with Theatre Own- 
ers, Who Know All 
Angles of Direct-to-the- 
Consumer Relations 


POSSIBLE HAYS’ 0.0. 


} 


| 





| Even after taking cognizance of the 
|errors made in the haste to put over 
| ‘greatest picture year’ drive, and the 
|complaints registered on the delay in 
| getting Quiz Contest pictures made 
| by exhibtors, picture boost campaign 
|idea, und2r name of the industry’s 
|Silver Jubilee year; is gaining ground 
las the campaign keynote for 1939. 
Small doubt but that there will be 
a Silver Jubilee celebration and the 
present desire is to tie it up with a 
campaign constructed about the fun- 
damentally sound ideas of the present 
year’s drive. Probably the chief dif- 
ference will be that the Silver Jubi- 
lee year will be planned much far- 
ther in advance and possibly under 
different directional auspices, prob- 
ably the Hays office. _~ 
Probably if the campaign is di- 
rected next year by the Hays organi- 
| zation, as some have already suggest- 
ed, either through the advertising 
council, consisting of all major com- 
pany ad chiefs, or by a special com- 





| drive outlined, material made avail- 
|able and other nation-wide details 


| 


KNOW FANS BEoT 


| 
| 








System of Conciliation, Zoning 
And Clearance, but No Theatre 


Divorcement, Via Self-Reg Parleys 





’Taint Right 
Hollywood, Oct. 25. 
The Hays office gave RKO a 
fast turndown on the ‘Wrong 
Way’ Corrigan biz. Script sub- 
mitted had the flyer in an open- 
ing shot being acclaimed, and 
then cut to hospital maternity 
ward where the nurse tells 
father, ‘It’s a boy born the 
wrong way—feet first.’ 
Haysians called no dice fast. 














Skouras-Trendle 
Dickering Fox, 


—_—_——- 


Detroit, Oct, 25. | 

Skouras Bros. due in town this | 
week to work out final details for | 
taking over, Fox here. Formal ap- 
proval to Skouras plan for reorg of 
local corporation had been given by 





| 


| 


mittee, the national supervision will | Detroit chain (Par). 
It may merely serve as | been piloting house for past several! 


| handled in New York, but actual ex- | 


Federal court more than year ago, 
but setup of new Fox Michigan Corp. 
had caused delay. Reported here- 
abouts that Skouras will turn man- 
agement of 5,000-seat Fox over to 
George Trendle, prez of United 
Dave Idzal has 


Persistent rumors that Trendle 
will get control of the vaudfilmer 
Fox have been fanned by failure of 


ecution of work left in the hands of | Trendle’s 4,000-seat Michigan to re- 
plus percentage, heretofore prohibi- | exhibitors even to the extent of pay- | 


tive terms, but the increasing reve-|ing for all advertising and making 


|nue here for French films, plus the placement of them, 


Reason for this suggested change is 


| kets, are factors that make econom-/|that theatre operators are familiar 


| with local situations and can handle 


Forrester-Parent Films will make | them more satisfactorily. 


the Dietrich picture in two versions, 
French and English, using a Mont- 
martre theme for Anglo-French ap- 
peal. Josef von Sternberg, who is 
coming here next spring to produce 
‘Germinale,’ may also do the Dietrich 
assignment, which isn’t until next 
spring or summer. She sails back 
Oct. 29 to take up her American 
commitments for 20th-Fox and Co- 
lumbia, 

Low French production costs is 
another factor in making possible the 
fancy figure being paid Miss Diet- 
rich. Also, more liberal censor laws 
are counted on to make this Mont- 
martre especially good for the Gal- 
lic and Latin American markets. 


WB ON PROD. RISE 
AFTER SEASON SLUMP 


Hollywood, Oct. 25. 
Production at Warners hit an au- 


tumn low last week with only two 
pictures, ‘Dark Victory’ and ‘Secret 
Service of the Air,’ shooting on the 
lot, and ‘Oklahoma Kid’ at work on 
location, 


Business picked up this week with 
three more films before the cam- 
eras. They are ‘Jane Arden,’ ‘Re- 








turn of Dr. X’ and un untitled Nancy | 
Drew pic featuring Bonita Gran- | 


ville. 


Pair for Sarecky at U 








Hollywood, Oct. 25. 


Universal handed Barney Sarecky | 
two pictures for early production. | 
First to go is ‘Sky Police,’ with Kent 
Taylor and Rochelle Hudson heading 
the cast. 

Second is ‘Key Woman,” 
played by Earl Felton. 


screen 


By doing only advertising in daily 
newspapers, drive committee encoun- 
tered much antagonism this year, es- 
pecially from weekly newspaper pub- 
lishers. This was partly smoothed 
over subsequently when local exhib- 
itors were persuaded to take ‘great- 
est year’ ads, but numerous country 
editors, bulk of whom have national 
political influence, felt slighted, even 
to the extent of threatening to boy- 
cott the campaign. Even these sub- 
sequently contracted advertisements, 
paid for by local exhibitors, failed to 
assuage feelings of the weekly 
editors. 

The Quiz Contest, which now looms 
as the biggest and most tangible busi- 
ness-getter of the campaign this year, 
also is providing the greatest number 
of headaches. Most complaints have 
come from independent exhibitors 


(Continued on page 21) 


| sume vaude this fall after a summer 
layoff occasioned by diving grosses. 


It’s believed that failure to resume | 


stage shows at the Michigan was not 
based entirely on biz conditions 
here, but may be actuated by fact 
Trendle has inside track on Fox. 
Latter would go straight pix. 
Skouras (National Theatres) will 
have controlling interest in the Fox 
Michigan Corp., and will guarantee 
the latter a fixed rental of $125,000 
annually, 124% of gross income if 
vaude is used, or 15% if straight pix. 


THREE AWAY IN PROD. 
SPURT AT UNIVERSAL 


Hollywood, Oct. 25. 
Production at Universal is stepped 
up this week with three pictures get- 
ting the starting gun. ‘Son of Fran- 

kenstein’ rolled yesterday (Mon.). 
‘Plane 66’ starts tomorrow (Wed.) 
with Kent Taylor and Rochelle Hud- 
son in the top roles. ‘Swing Fever’ 











starts later in the week. 





Censors Aggravate M.H.’s Pic Product 
Grief; Delay Laughton’s Beachcomber’ 





The British-made Mayflower pic-! and edited. 
ture, ‘Vessel of Wrath,’ which Para-| likewise slated for the mammoth 





mount will distribute in America as 


‘The Beachcomber,’ was delayed by | Pommer-Charles 


the censors, and this put the Radio 
City Music Hall in a spot further for 
product. It’s already complicated by 
delays on a flock of films currently 
winding up. Insiead, the first Metro 


| 


| 


booking, ‘Young Dr. Kildare,’ first | 


of a new M-G series, debuts at the 
Hall tomorrow (Thursday). 
‘Cowboy and the Lady,’ ‘Topper 
Takes a Trip,’ ‘Trade Winds,’ ‘Young 
in Heart,’ ‘Prison Without Bars’ 
(Korda) and ‘Duke of West Point’ 
are all United Artists pictures to 
come into the Hall as soon as cut 


RKO’s ‘Gunga Din’ is 


house, probably around Xmas. 

‘The Beachcomber’ is an Erich 
Laughton (May- 
flower Productions) film, with 
Laughton starred. A strong femme 
slant is holding it up. 





Detroit, Deal 





| starting 


A system of conciliation, 
and clearance, specific cancellation 
privilege and other trade practice 
reforms, but no agreement concern- 
ing theatre divorcement, are ex- 
pected to come out of the confer- 
ences between distributors and in- 
dependent exhibitor groups now 
being carried on. Anticipated that 
the major distributors will not even 
listen to any proposals which would 
envisage divorcement of theatres, if 
brought up. 

Allied and possibly lesser indie 
groups may hold out at least for 
agreement against undue expansion, 
but doubtful at this date whether 


zoning 


|any company would go on record in 


that direction, either, although the 
tendency, since the filing of the 
U. S. anti-trust suit, is to restrict 
theatre expansion severely. In main- 
taining the status quo, majors are 
now merely carrying out the build- 
ing or acquisition of theatres on 
which negotiation or plans had been 
laid prior to the filing of the Gov- 
ernment action. 

During the past week, the distribu- 
tor committee, split into two sec- 
tions except for meetings with les- 
ser indie groups Monday (24), met 
several times with the Motion Pic- 
ture Theatre Owners of America and 
Allied States Assn. to listen to ten- 
tative trade practice points on 
which huddling will be based at the 
beginning. Satisfactory progress 
preliminary to more concrete nego- 
tiation on many trade practice mat- 
ters, the checking of notes at the out- 
set, and procedure in correlating the 
discussions, was reported by both 
sides, 

The MPTOA and Allied, pending 
further discussions and the conven- 
tion of the former at Oklahoma City 
Monday (30), have pre- 


| sented and discussed numerous basic 
| trade practice points as a starter. 





London, Oct. 25. 
‘St. Martin’s Lane’ is current at! 
the Carlton, a Paramount house, a 


/surprise booking, considering John | 


Maxwell’s financial 
Pommer-Laughton 
ducers of the film. 


interest 
company, 


in the 


The MPTOA slate on which discus- 
sions have been based so far with 
distribs and will be taken up fur- 
ther at the organization’s convention 
next week, is substantially its 10- 
point program brought up to date 
and enlarged in some detail. Allied, 
at its meetings during the past week, 
including a session Friday (21) fol- 
lowing the Atlantic City N. Y.-N. J. 
unit convention, huddled with the 
distribs on block booking, alloca- 
tion changes, designated playdates, 
clearance and zoning, conciliation 
and other basic points. 
Execs Meeting 

While S. R. Kent and Ned Depinet 
have been meeting with the MPTOA 
group, and W. F. Rodgers, Grad 
Sears and Abe Montague with the 
Allied people, on Monday (24) the 
full committee, including Kent, its 
chairman, received several indie 
delegations. These included the In- 
dependent Theatre Owners of New 
York, ITO of Southern California, 
and state indie bodies of Kentucky, 
Colorado, Iowa, Virginia and Utah. 
Yesterday (Tuesday), the Rodgers- 
Sear-Montague section of the dis- 
trib committee met again with Al- 
lied and will probably have addi- 
tional meetings with this organiza- 
tion’s committee, as well as with 
smaller indie bodies, during the 
week, 

There will be no further meeting 
with the MPTOA people until afier 
the Oklahoma City convention, 
which ends Nov. 2. Ed Kuyendall 
left New York Saturday (22), while 
others on the trade practice com- 
mittee which came east, will pour 
out in time for the opening of the 
convention Sunday (30), Kuyken- 
dal left earlier to stop off at his 
home, Columbus, Miss., prior to 
opening of the Okla. City conclave. 

Rodgers and possibly other mem- 
bers of the distrib committee may 
take time off from other meetings 
with exhibs to attend the MPTOA 
convention, Unlikely, however, that 


pro-| Kent will go. 


A full report of the MPTOA ses- 


Par’s U. S. and Canadian distribu- | sions with Kent and Depinet during 
tion deal for ‘Vessels,’ given as the | the past week will be made in detail 


reason for the current booking. 


(Continued on page 54) 
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ee New Mayor Bowron No Slouch 
Cleaning Up—Vice or Press Notices 


+ 





By ARTHUR UNGAR 


Los Angeles, Oct. 25. 

Fletcher Bowron, the new mayor 
of Los Angeles, who is endeavoring 
to wash out all the dirty linen that 
has lain around this town for 15 
years or more, and who is de- 
termined to clean up vice and other 
conditions he feels are obnoxious in 
a town where the sun shines most 
the year around, is out to equal 
the reputation of New York’s Mayor 


La Guardia and his dynamic dis- 
trict attorney, Tom Dewey. 
Bowron is no chump. He has a 


newspaper background prior to tak- 





ing up law for a livelihood. He was 
not a dynamo as a reporter, just so-| 
so. Law was his aim and ambition | 
and the newspapers strictly the) 
means to subsist on uniii he had his 
sheepskin. 

But Bowron never forget news| 
of how to get it over. The Los An- | 
geles papers were not on his | 
side in the recail campaign against | 
Mayor Shaw. Now they are. He} 
is making national headlines and do- 
ing so in a tactful manner. Bow-| 
ron is content now to remain a} 
straight man for his cabinet and 
aides. He rolls the pills and lets 
the others fire them. Then, when 
it is done, he says, ‘Of course, that; 
action coincides with my views on! 
the matter.’ | 

That has been the entire Bowron! 
policy, with grand jury investiga-| 
tions of city departments, expose of 
civil service, fire and police depart- 
ment irregularities. Bowron is a! 
showman. When other big news is! 
breaking that might in some way: 





take the banner lines away from| 
any of his pet blasts, they do not! 
appear. They are all timed, with | 
current news breaks, so that noth- | 
ing will detract from the objective | 
the chief magistrate of the town has'| 
to accomplish. 


His Name Makes News 
Bowron, when a Superior Court: 
Judge, was at one time in charge of | 
the Grand Jury and its program. It | 
was at a time that political scandal | 
was breaking loose and the grand | 
jury was very active even to the| 
extent of indicting District Attorney 





Buron Fitts, who was later ac- 
quitted. Bowron, consciously or 
unconsciously, is headline copy. 


When a group headed by Clifford 
E. Clinton, a former grand jury 
member, who operates a group of 
downtown cafeterias, to which the 
Shaw administration wes unkind, 
started the recall movement on 
Shaw, and tried to get Judge Bow- 
ron to oppose him, the latter was 
pretty chilly. He told them it would 
have to be handed to him without 
strings. This stuff made good news- 
paper copy. But after a month 
when the campaign had _. been 
worked to top pitch and a commit- 
tee of 150 cleaner-uppers called on 
Bowron, he agreed to carry the ban- 
ner. His campaign was virtually 
built on the dynamiting of the home 
of a former policeman, now a pri- 
vate investigator, for which a police 
captain and detective lieutenant 
were convicted. It was a natural to 
bark about and Bowron was elected 
by a three-to-one vote. 

Then the town started hearing of 
what the new boss would do when 
he took office 10 days later. First 
Tre called. for resignations of all 
commissioners appointed by his 
predecessor. A few balked but the 
City Council and City Attorney 
were in the corner of the new 
mayor. They knew the value of 
publicity and fell in line easily. 

Vice Lords His Target 

The police department started a 
vice cleanup. When the mayor was 
asked about it he told the interro- 
gators, ‘That’s fine. I never told 
them to do it, but it is what I would 
like. When the cops went out and 
made petty vice pinches, grabbed 
operators of marble games, players 
of penny rummy in the parks, the 
mayor cut loose and said it was not 
what he wanted. 
lows,’ he ordered. 


Then Chief of Police Jim Davis. 


who, it is said, is slated for the axe 
by the new administration, as soon 
as a complete new police commis- 
sion is appointed, started shaking up 
the vice squads, took authority away 
from central detail and gave it to 
the uniformed division captains. 
That was more good news for the 
papers, and they went to town. Bow- 
ron all the time was sitting back 
saying nothing but knowing he had 


(Continued on page 53) 
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|ferring with William C. Lengel, his 


‘Get the big fel-| 





Hollywood Spielers 


Kansas City, Oct. 25, 
Madame Sylvia, Hollywood mas- | 
seuse, last week gave the first of | 
three lectures to be presented as the 
‘Hollywood Series’ under sponsorship 








of Mike Sherry. Buddy Westmore, 
makeup expert, and Travis Banton, 
fashion designer, will complete the | 
series with later dates. 

Sylvia returned to Hollywood after 
dates in Chi, but she is expected to 
return next spring for a series of 
about six weeks of lectures through 





the middle west under direction of 
Sherry. i 
Nearly 1,500 turned out for the first - 


lecture, under a price scale of 50c to : 
$1.50, 


PAR WILL BE 
IN ON ‘ARABIA’ 


London, Oct. 25. 

Paramount will be associated with 
London Films (Korda) in ‘Lawrence 
of Arabia,’ preparations on which 
have been going on for three years, | 
with work finally to start shortly. 
Leslie Howard looks set for the title | 
role, and a preliminary expedition 
to Trans-Jordania takes off soon, : 
Stirling of the British 
Army as technical advisor, 

The Korda film will be based on; 
the late Col. T. E. Lawrence’s book, ' 
‘Revolt in the Desert,’ plus certain | 
rights from his ‘Seven Pillars of | 
Wisdom.’ | 

Raymond Savage, literary agent | 
for the Lawrence estate, is currently 
in America on other matters, con- 








‘ 


New York rep. Savage sails for home 
Nov. 11. 


Humane Soc. Scores 
H’wood for Alleged 
Cruelty to Animals 


St. Louis, Oct. 25. 

Film producing companies were 
roundly scored last week by Sydney 
H. Coleman, prez of the American 
Humane Society, in convention here, 
who asserted that the picture indus- 
try has failed to recognize the de- 
mands for humane treatment of ani- 
mals. 

‘The abuse of animals, real or 
faked, and the horror of killing ani- 
mals ruthlessly, has become so com- 
mon to theatre audiences that they 
have learned to accept and like it. 
We can no longer be impressed with 
given assurances that a humane offi- 
cer was on the lot when such pic- 
tured were filmed. The elimination 
of cruelty to animals in the making 
of motion pictures can only be 
achieved through an organized plan 
to which our various anti-cruelty so- 
cieties give their entire support,’ he 
stated. 

‘The motion-picture industry is a 
powerful one, and we cannot place a 
man on their lots unless they permit 
it, but we can develop public opinion 
that will force the correct handling 
of animals, even though the film 
companies give unwilling co-opera- 
tion.’ 


Sept. Amus. Yaxes Up 


U. S. Treasury’s slice of amuse- 
ment admissions tax bounced nearly 
| $250,000 in September over collec- 
tions of previous month. Take was 
biggest this year and pointed to a 
profitable winter for exhibitors. 

Showing a decided uptrend in Au- 
gust b. o. receipts, government’s 
share was $1,668,827, or $243,765 over 
the month before. Although $53,641 
less than tax grab for last Septem- 
ber, federal payments were only 
$1,217 below September, 1936. Eight- 
month.total was boosted to $14,059,- 
461 or $415,349 below last year’s total 
at this time. But comforting in- 
crease of $1,200,521 was shown over 
1936 figures for the same period. 





























/ session to 





Wednesday, October 26, 1938 











ae 





Orphans of Storm 





Hollywood, Oct. 25. 

Film folk are going strong 
for slot and marble machines 
to equip their home playrooms. 
Gambling devices are _ being 
peddled at bargain prices since 
Mayor Bowron declared them 
illegal. 

Jackpot slot machines go at 
$10 each and pinball games at 
$2 up. 





Horror Pix No Novelty to Lefty's 
. Fans; Been Getting Em Right Along 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 
: Coolacres, Cal, Oct. 25. 





Dear Joe: 
I read in the trade papers that some exhibitors were showing double 








AFM AND AFA IN 
MEETS WITH 
THEATRES 


Discussions between the American 
Federations of Musicians executive 


‘board and reps of the film theatre | 
‘chains came to an end yesterday 


(Tuesday) with the understanding 
that the two groups would meet 
again Jan 9 and that 
would devote the interim to explor- 
ing ways of increasing musician em- 
ployment. 
held last week. 

After the AFM board brings its 
a close this 
(Wednesday), Joseph N. Weber, the 
international’s prez, will leave for a 
month’s vacation in California. 

Executives of chains and de luxe 


‘New York theatres met Monday aft- 


ernoon (24) to consider steps taken 


by the American Federation of Ac-| 


tors to organize all houses in which 
stage shows or vaudeville is played. 


: Submitting a form of contract which 


it desires to place into effect every- 
where, the AFA proposals for or- 
ganization were taken under study 
and additional copies of the contract 
requested fer individual study. 


AFA is seeking a closed shop and 
a minimum wage for its members, 
which means that if there is a set- 
tlement and the theatres sign up, 
they will have to enforce the hiring 
only of AFA members at a scale 
that is agreed upon. Question of 
hours is of lesser importance in con- 
nection with the AFA proposals so 
far. 

Managerial representatives met 
Monday only to discuss the matter 
among themselves. Huddling in the 
office of C. C. Moskowitz (Loew’s), 
they included Major L. E. Thomp- 
son, for RKO; Robert M. Weitman, 
for Paramount; Marvin Schenck, 
for Loew’s, and Irving Lesser, for 
the Roxy. Music Hall management 
does not take part in managerial con- 
ferences called by Moskowitz, pre- 
ferring to make. all its own deals, 
while Warner Bros. was not repre- 
sented Monday (24) due to absence 
in Washington of Frank Phelps, its 
labor negotiator. 


Cowdin Back Soon; 
U May Recall Certain 
Interest-Due Stock 


J. Cheever Cowdin, chairman of 
Universal, is expected back from 
Europe in about three weeks which 
is in line with his original plans to 
spend about six weeks there this 
time. He is supervising plans for 
distribution in England, France and 
other principal countries abroad of 
U’s product lineup. 


Present operations of Universal 
are showing up so well that there 
is talk of calling in interest-bearing 
stock. If the cash position of the 
company justifies such a move, the 
company would be able to reduce 
fixed charges to that extent an- 
nually. There is already owing on 
the first preferred, sole preference 
issue active on either N. Y. ex- 
changes, about $30 in back dividends. 

Whether this would be cleared up 
in a bulk payment or through an 
exchange for another issue is some- 
thing that will have to be decided. 
But it is known that the financiers 
with the company always have 
favored simplifying the corporate 
structure through elimination of as 
many stock issues as possible, 











Brandt Into Hosp 


Joe Brandt arrived here from 
Coast this week and is going into 
the hospital for physical checkup 
and observation. 





the chains | 


Similar meeting had been | 


afternoon | 








‘scarers’ and doing good with them. So I took a poll of my audience and 
asked them would they like to see two ‘horror’ pictures on one program? 
One guy said, ‘I thought that’s what you’ve been running right along.’ You 
know there’s always a smart Alec in every town, 

Well, I booked in ‘Dracula’ and ‘Frankenstein’ as a double feature and 
the customers walked out so fast on 'em it looked like a fire drill, Then 
some old buzzard wrote into the paper that I had no right to run pictures 
like that and frighten kids, and that grown-ups were frightened these days 
with life itself, without being scared by terrible-looking people. I wrote 
back saying, ‘If she feels that way about it, she should keep offen the 
streets.’ Aggie sed that idea would keep me indoors too, 

I booked ‘Parade’ for two days. It’s a very interesting picture if you 
don’t mind being bored. I could have played a newsreel if I wanted to 
see people marching. I thought the coloring and the scenery was okay, 
but it was more like a travelog; you know, a lot of colored scenery of 
mountains and foreign stuff. All it needed for the finish was Fitzpatrick 
to say, ‘and so we leave mysterious Arabia with its mosques and red 
| poppies, as the orange purple sun sinks in the west.’ You know those 
travelog speeches—they’re all alike; if they didn’t have a sunset in ’em 
they’d never finish. Aggie goes strong for this kind of a picture; she likes 
| costumes, strange places and strange-looking people. I guess it’s a hang- 
| over with her from the Gus Sun Time. 
Well my radio station is getting more and more listeners every day. I 
| can prove that by the letters of complaint we get. We're running our sta- 
| tion like they do in England, with hardly any commercials, and yet people 
|complain about the programs. Complaint from a radio fan is easier to 
| take than from a picture fan because you can throw a letter in the waste- 
| basket, but you can’t do that with a picture customer, that is without be- 
ing sued. I tried out a Dr. Quiz program. You notice I switched it from 
| Professor, making it half-new anyway. Well, I bought a thick Encyclo- 
| pedia and dug up a lot of stuff in it that I never knew and offered $1 to 
| the one who could answer the most of them. Well, it seems everybody 
| knew the stuff I picked out to ask them, and the Quiz set me back 15 
| bucks. So now I think I'll call it Dr. Quits, unless I can figure how to put 
| a ‘gimmick’ on it. Aggie sed I should have asked things that I knew and 
| nobody would have been able to answer them. She is only 50% sarcastic 








| this week because Junior has the mumps and we are plenty worried. I 
| asked the kid how he felt and he said, ‘swell,’ which ain’t a bad gag for 
| a kid his age. I’ve heard older people pull worse ones. 

, Those Quaint Bankers 

I read where Mr. Sarnoff of the RCA sed Television will be ready by 
New Years. He’s a big man and must know what he’s talking about, but I 
hope it’s a premature announcement like the one about vaudeville coming 
back. Because if Television comes in I will have to change our whole 
equipment. I told the banker about it and he said not to worry about it 
because by New Years we may not have a station. You know this radio 
business is a very expensive toy, even for a banker. Of course he gets a 
kick out of going on the air every day and gabbing about the news, but 
bankers are funny people—they want fun and profits. 

If Television comes in it’s gonna be tough on a lot of us radio stars. 
Aggie sez she will have to get some new clothes if people are going to 
see what she broadcasts in, and my shiny blue serge won't photograph well 
either. Aggie sed the Television people will have to get some gadgets 
on their machines that will throw out dishes when the programs aren't 
good, just like picture houses have to do now. 

Well, there’s no use worrying absut Television now. 1 ™ got Thanksgiving 
and Christmas to worry about ahead of it. Anyway I always remember 
what Aggie’s old aunt used to say, ‘We shall all come to an end some day 
though we may never live to see it. 

Best to the gang, sez 

Your pal, 
Lefty. 

Kelcey Allen sez, ‘When the arm of the law reaches out—a banana is 
missing.’ 





Joe Pasternak Back West; 
Darrieux’s Paris Delay 
Joe Pasternak, in New York about 
10 days on home office conferences, 


left Monday (24) for the Coast to 
start the next Deanne Durbin starrer. 


Vs. B’way Play Angel 
Pasternak will do ‘Three Smart Girls 


Johnnie Walker Would 
Reopen $10,000 Suit 

















_—_— 


Loaned to 20-Fox 


Hollywood, Oct. 25. 


Spencer Tracy, on loan from Metro, 
gets the role of Henry M. Stanley in 





Johnnie Waiker, former picture 
Grow Up,’ uel to the first film . . 
starring Seton Purina, | star who has been delving in Broad- 
rieux in France may delay start of | Past few years, and is now assisting 
make for U. She recently completed | prig 
Jneneft = |Friday (21) asked N. Y. Supreme 
dubbing ‘Rage of Paris’ into French, |Court Justice Edgar Lauer for leave 
French feature. Two stories are | against J. Louis Reynolds, scion of 
ready for the French star at U 4s | the tobacco family, on claim of newly 
Reynolds to pay him $10,000 under 
: ‘ jan agreement to back his play, “This 
E. Silv erstone Subs | Broadway), provided that Walker, 
the producer, would give Reynold: 
For Korda on UA Board wife, Helene Fortesque Reynolds, the 
| At the first trial last June, Walker 
Alexander Korda has announced | : 4 , 
from London the appointment of | denied he had made such a promise. 
directors of United Artists Corp. Sil- | be wap ee ee eee, 
verstone has been Korda’s American | . on ee Cay te Case wes dis 
| her husband for cuelty, thus proving 
five years and succeeds Korda on the | . oy ; 
board, the latter relinquishing his | that it was not in consideration of his 
shreed. ,on the agreement to angel the show. 
| Justice Lauer reserved decision on 
Silverstone, only 29, 
youngest board member of any major 
film company. Prior to his appoint- 
tive, he served as UA exchange man- | Tracy 
ager in Cristobal, C. Z. 
ger of London Films, who came over | 
from London with Alexander Korda | 


Reported sickness of Danielle Dar- | “®Y Stage productions during the 
next two features she is due to| William K. Howard at Astoria, on 
in Paris, after having worked in a |to reopen his breach of contract suit 
soon as her health permits. discovered evidence. Walker wants 

|Pretty World’ (which never saw 
| leading part. 
Emanuel Silverstone to the board of | Judge Rosenman tossed the case out. 
business representative for the past | missed filed a separation suit against 
place due to business pressure wife's feelings that he had reneged 
is rated the the request for a new trial. 
ment as Kords’s business representa- 

Steve Pallos, general sales mana- | 

three weeks ago, leaves Friday (28) 


| the big-budget picture, ‘Stanley and 
for London. | Livingstone,’ at 20th-Fox. 
Walter Brennan is assigned to a 
| supporting role, 


He has been discussing U. S. sales | 
angles on Korda pictures. 
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AGENTS ASK CLOSED SHOP 


Dutch Version of Daddy Long Legs’ | 


An International Copyright Issue 


Action in the Netherlands courts 
to halt the pirating of U. S. copy- 
right material for film production 
will be undertaken by 20th Century- 
Fox against Neerlandia-Cinetone. 
Suit will be based on the Dutch stu- 
dio’s recent film, ‘Vadertje Langbeen’ 
(Daddy Long Legs’), which 20th- 
Fox owns. 

Although it is doubtful if other 
countries would permit the showing 
of the film because of the copyright 
infringement angle, and the loss to 
the considered compara- 
tively small in the case of this one 
picture, 20th seeks to prevent fur- 
ther pirating of its material in Hol- 


studio is 


land. Figures unless it is stopped, 
such pirating might also extend to 
other countries. ‘Daddy’ was made 





Frisco’s Edge 





Hollywood, Oct. 25. 
Joe Frisco has a four-day job 
in a Gene Autry picture at Re- 
public while the other players 
are working only three. Ex- 
plaining why he got the extra 
day, he says: 
‘B-b-because I s-s-stutter.’ 


MPTOA POWWOW 











SET TO TEE OFF 


Oklahoma City, Oct. 25. 
General Convention Chairman 





by Fox in 1931, First National also | 
did the story in 1919, 


Dutch outfit’s grounds for using | 
the story without authorization by 
20th are that the U. S. has never 
ratified the Berne international copy- 
right convention. Although Holland 
is a signatory to the Berne treaty, 
the Netherlands courts ruled in the 
case of ‘Gone with the Wind’ that 
the publication of the story by a 
Dutch house did not constitute copy- 
right infringement. MacMillan & 
Co., publishers of ‘Wind,’ brought ac- 
tion in the Dutch courts on the 
ground that the book had been pub- 
lished in Canada, a signatory to the 
Berne treaty, and that brought the 
work under that agreement. How- 
ever, the Holland courts ruled that | 
MacMillan had merely offered the | 
book for sale in Canada, but that 
did not constitute publication within 
the meaning of the Berne convention, 

Century-Fox action will not be 
based on the Berne treaty, but will 
be brought on the grounds that the 
international reciprocal copyright re- 
lations agreement gives the same 
protection to all copyright material 
in a signatory country as is given 
under the copyright laws of the 
country in which the work was writ- 
ten and copyrighted. Edwin P. Kil- 
roe, attorney for 20th-Fox, believes 
the Dutch courts will uphold his 
case under the reciprocal copyright 
relations agreement, 

Case involving ‘Wind’ goes back to 
a somewhat similar case several 
years ago involving the copyright of 
a Sax Rohmer story in Colliers mag. 
MacMillan brought suit under Ar- 
ticle 4 of the Berne treaty. It lost 
the decision in six different courts 
and the case is currently pending in 
the last and highest court. Estimated 
that as high as $5,000,000 in annual 
book royalties is involved in the de- 
cision, 

Whole question of U. S. participa- 
tion in the Berne copyright conven- 
tion has been in the air for several 
years. Generally agreed among 
those interested, however, that the 
Berne treaty offers little advantage 
to the U. S. Hoped that some sort 
of an international copyright agree- 
‘ment may be worked out, but the do- 
mestic situation will have to be clari- 
fied and proper legislation passed be- 
fore that can take place. Series of 
meetings at Columbia University, 
-N. Y.. reported elsewhere, by rep- 
resentative of groups interested in 
copyright is aimed to solve the pres- 
ent domestic copyright tangle. 


(The Dutch film in question is re- 
viewed in this issue.) 





Morris Loewenstein sees a larger at- 
tendance at the Oklahoma City na- 
tional MPTOA convention, starting 
Sunday (30) until Nov. 2, than at 


any previous convention in the his- 
tory of the organization. This year’s 
MPTOA conventior directly follows 
the trade conferences in New York 
City, where producers, distributors 
and exhibitors are combining efforts 
toward solving the problems of the 
industry. 

Fred Wehrenberg will bring a 
delegation of 100 or more from the 
Southern Illinois and Eastern Miss- 
ouri district. Judge Roy Walker and 
Bob O’Donnell' both are bringing 
large delegations from Texas. R. X. 
Williams will be accompanied by 
from 50-100 in Mississippi district. 
Mitchell Wolfson and 25-50 will ar- 
rive from Florida. Frank Cassil’s 
Missouri delegation will probably 
reach 50 by the time the convention 
is called to order. 

List of MPTOA convention com- 
mittee chairmen appointed by Ed 
Kuykendall in New York City in- 
cludes: Credentials and Rules—E. G. 
Levy; Unfair Trade Practices—O. C. 
Lam; Concilliation and Arbitration— 
Lewen Pizor; Radio and Non-Theat- 
rical Competition—Frank Cassil; 
Public Relations and Community Af- 
fairs—Mitchell Wolfson; Labor Rela- 
tions—Fred Wehrenberg; Legislation 
and Taxation—Judge Roy L. Walker; 
Resolutions—Arthur Lockwood; Mu- 
sic Tax—L. O. Lukan; Entertainment 
Values—A. C. Hayman. 

Final lineup of committee chair- 
men and members has been made by 
Morris Loewenstein in preparation 
for opening of the national MPTOA 
convention here next Sunday (30). 

General Convention Chairman— 
Morris Loewenstein. 

Co-chairmen: Bob O’Donnell and 
Wallace Walthal, Dallas; Frank Cas- 
sil, Missouri; Fred Wehrenberg, 
Southern Illinois and Eastern Miss- 
ouri; R. X. Williams, Mississippi; M. 
A. Lightman, Arkansas and Tenn., 
and Mitchell Wolfson, Florida. 

Reception Committee Chairman— 
L. C. Griffith. 

Co-chairmen: T. B. Noble and C. B. 
Akers. Additional members recep- 
tion committee are Fred Pickerel, 
Max Brock, Harry Lowenstein, Or- 
vile Enloe, Ralph Talbot, J. C. Hun- 
ter, Homer Jones, Leonard White, 
George Limerick. Lou Chatham, Bob 
| Browning and Dinty Moore. 

Housine—J. C. Raider, 
manager Biltmore. 

Display Booths—Morris Loewen- 
stein. 

Entertainment—Dinty Moore. 

Ladies’ Affairs—Mrs. H. R. Falls, 
Mrs. C. O. Sulgham Miss Ona John- 


assistant 





Ginsberg’s Mother Iil, 
Film Exec Rushed East 


Henry Ginsberg, general manager 
of Selznick-International, arrived in 
New York this week from the Coast 
on a hurry call occasioned by the 
sudden illness of his mother. She 
suffered a stroke. 

Ginsberg’s trip east with Selznick 
has no connection with company 


son, Mrs. H. J. Griffith and Mrs. 
| Byron F. Moore. 

Banquet—Max Brock and J. C. 
Hunter. 

| Golf—Horace Falls and H. J. Grif- 
fith. 

| Decorating—Fio Sellers. 

Music and Entertainment Talent— 
Frank Tracy. 

| Auditor—Wede Stroeder. 

| Press and Publicity—E. B. Cole- 





PUILO'S 19-POINT 
PROGRAM NIXED 


Counter-Proposal Gets Okay 
by Indies—Board of Three 
May Handle All Disputes 


Pacts for Arbitration 





IA MAKES MOVE 





Hollywood, Oct. 25. 

Agents’ counter-licensing pro- 
posal was given the chill at the 
meeting Monday (24) night of 
SAG directors who ordered un- 
interrupted progress on the 
original 19-point plan. 

A short distance away 125 in- 
dependent agents voted unani- 
mously to affiliate with Artists 
Managers Guild for unified de- 
fense against the guild program. 


AMG’s four-point reply to its 
overture for compromise _in- 
clude: That the counter-pro- 


posal is unacceptable; objections 
to licensing not persuasive; 
agency committee instructed to 
proceed with plan; agency com- 
mittee will meet with any agents 
committee to hear suggestions, 
but any such meeting must be 
held promptly. 


Film agents have turned thumbs 
down on 19-point licensing program 
of the Screen Actors Guild and sub- 
mitted a counter-proposal that 
would give the Artists Managers 





—Year Limit on Actor 


STUDIO INN. Y. 





Guild a closed shop on actor repre- 
sentatives. Plan has been endorsed | 
by independent agents who would | 
have to affiliate with AMG, if the| 
SAG approves idea. 

Counter-proposal would require | 
that all agents be members of the)! 
AMG in order to continue in busi- 
ness. All disputes. between. agents 
and their clients would be handled 
by an arbitration board of three 
members. One would be appointed 
by the SAG, one by the AMG, and 
these two would select a third. 

In the event an agent was denied 
a license by AMG he would have 
the right of appeal to SAG. Should 
SAG decide the applicant was quali- 
fied, the request for AMG member- 
ship would then be sent to arbitra- 
tion. One-year contract limitation 
and cancellation clauses suggested 
by the actors would be dropped 
from the agreement and left to arbi- 
tration. Agents agree to clean their 
own house and to eliminate chisel- 
ers and fiy-by-night agencies. Raid- 
ing of clients also would be pro- 
hibited. 

While Indie committee headed by 
William Woolfenden has agreed to | 
the counter-proposal, several un- 
affiliated agents want to be assured 
of full representation in AMG and 
that licenses will not be denied any 
qualified independents. M. C. Le- 
vee, prexy of AMG, said organiza- 
tion would guarantee that any quali- 
fied independent agent would be ad- 
| mitted to membership. 
| The latest agencies to affiliate 
Petes AMG are NEC Artists Service 
|and Columbia Management of Cali- 


| fornia. 


| Guild Considers Proposal 
| Agents’ counter-proposal is now 
| under consideration by board of di- 











rectors of the SAG. A meeting be- 

| tween the SAG committee headed | 
'by George Murphy, and the agents 
| will be arranged this week to agree | 
| on some definite plan. Matter will | 
|then have to be submitted to SAG) 
membership, since the rank and file 
has already endorsed the original | 
| 19-point program. 

The SAG-producer arbitration 
board meetsetomerrow (Wednesday) | 
to consider request of Independent | 
| Motion Picture Producers Associa- | 
tion for a modified agreement for | 
pictures costing less than $30,000. | 
Phil Goldstone, president of the! 
| Association, claims negative cost | 
pictures and westerns cannot be} 


business at this time, but is solely | man (Metro Soutt.western publicity | produced at a profit under the pres- | 


concerned with his mother’s condi- 


tion. which is thought to be im- 
proving. 


| 


i\head): Lewis Hudson (VARIETY) 


| muge in Oklahoma City; Ernie Fair 


and Fred Schofield. 


/ent Guild scales and working con- | 
| ditions. Indies have offered to sign 
' (Continued on page 18) 


Revived Showmanship in Selling 
Of Horror Films; Still OK B.O. 





Chip Off the Kid 


Hollywood, Oct. 25. 

Following in his son’s foot- 
steps, Joe Yule has gone into 
pictures. His first screen role 
is that of Clark Gable’s hoofing 
partner in ‘Idiot’s Delight’ at 
Metro. 

Yule, a veteran of burlesque, 
is Mickey Rooney’s father. 


NEW MOVIETONE 

















New addition to 20th-Fox studio | 
facilities on 10th avenue between 
53rd and 54th streets, called Man- 
hattan’s Movietone City, was opened 
yesterday (Tues.) with a press a 
ception while Vivian Donner ac-| 
tually shot scenes for a fashion short 
for visitors. Addition consists of a 
huge stage, 100 by 75 feet in size, 
new Technicolor equipment, special 
lighting system, carpenter’ shops, 
production offices, makeup rooms, a 
swimming pool. with under-water 
camera compartment, and_ both 
Western Electric and RCA recording 
systems, 

The new stage, which gives the 





Movietone City four complete stage 
units, has a 47-foot ceiling with | 
maximum overhead camera shot of 
40 feet. It cost approximately $200,- 
000, not including special equipment, 
cameras, lights, etc., valued at an 
additional $200,000. Entire stage was 
designed and supervised by R. I. 
Sponable, who installed latest im- 
provements in studio construction 
only after visiting the top plants on 
the Coast. 

Additional stage was constructed 
primarily to handle increasing de- 
mands of producer Truman Talley, 
who heads short feature production 
for 20th-Fox. But it will be rented 
to commercial and independent pro- 
ducers or any other firm. 

Besides the work presently being 
done on several series for producers 
in the east, four short feature groups 
are handled in this plant. With 
about: half of the season’s quota fin- 
ished, 20th-Fox shorts department 
still has three Vivian Donner ‘Fash- 
ion Forecasts, five Ed Thorgersen 
‘Sport Reviews’ (interiors), some 
special shots and recording on 
‘Magic Carpet’ and three Lew Lehr 
comedy subjects to finish on the 
1938-39 schedule. 














+ 


Chicago, Oct. 25. 
Exploitation as an element of the- 
atre operation, having lain dormant 
around this territory, is suddenly 


coming to life. Theatre owners, 
managers and press agents seem im- 
bued once more with the idea that 
boxoffices can be stimulated through 
proper ballyhoo. This rebirth of ex- 
ploitation can be attributed in large 
measure to the epidemic of ‘horror 
shows’ which have caught the fancy. 

After they had booked the chill- 
and-shiver flickers the exhibs dis- 
covered that it took a certain amount 
of selling to get the ‘horror’ idea 
across to their customers. As a re- 
sult the town was and is suddenly 
flooded with ghosts, ghouls, skele- 
tons, stilt-walkers and zombies pa- 
trolling the sidewalks. Heralds, fly- 
ers and stunt throwaways have 
zoomed the activity in printing and 
accessory firms. 

This is a major move throughout 
the exhibition field, and surprisingly 
enough even takes in the small 
neighborhood theatres which previ- 
ously had merely depended on a 
simple listing in the flicker directory 
for its publicity. They figured that 
the loop plugging of a picture was 
sufficient to sell it in their nabes. 





Pitt’s Horrific B. O. 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 25. 

Chancing horror dual of ‘Bride of 
Frankenstein’ and ‘Daughter of 
Dracula,’ even after same twinner 
had played at grind Palace nearby 
only a month before, Barry, first-run 
spot downtown, came through last 
week with biggest take in months 
and is holding over current b.o. sen- 
sation indefinitely. 

As a result, nabes all over the ter- 
ritory are clamoring for prints of 
fright pix to cash in on sudden rage 
and Barry, owned and operated by 
Bill Skirball, is trying to line up 
flock of others to keep ball rolling. 





The Chill Is On 
Hollywood, Oct. 25. 

Basil Rathbone went to work yes- 
terday (Mon.) in one of the horror 
roles in ‘Son of Frankenstein’ at 
Universal, co-starring with Boris 
Karloff and Bela Lugosi. 

Peter Lorre, original choice for the 
part, turned it down. 


Goddard’s Co-Star Biiling 


Hollywood, Oct. 25. 
Paulette Goddard, on loanout from 
Selznick-International, gets co-star 
billing with Luise Rainer in Metro’s 
‘Dramatic School,’ 
Originally slated for a featured 








role, Miss Goddard’s credit was 
upped after execs viewed early 
rushes, 


So 
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eeu Rican Winning 246, L.A.’s 
Top Take; Bob Burns Par's Draw 


At 15146; 5th Wk. 


Los Angeles, Oct. 25. 


Despite series of holdovers and 
continued first runs, box office situ- 
ation is satisfactory over current 
week and exhibs have little cause 
for complaint. Combination of 
Beery-Rooney in ‘Stablemates’ is 
heading the State and Chinese for 
a combined take of $24,000, while 
Bob Burns, topping ‘Arkansas Trav- 
eler,” is providing the Par with a 
substantial $15,500 on the week. 

‘Four Sisters’ continues fairly 
strong at the day-date Downtown 
and Hollywood and ‘Can’t Take It 
with You’ will go into a fifth week 
at the day-date RKO and Pantages. 
‘Drums’ is in its third highly profit- 
able week at the Four Star, with a 
couple of more stanzas in sight. 
Moveover of ‘Antoinette’ to the 
United Artists and Wilshire should 
bring another $7,500 gross on the 
week. 

Estimates for This Week 


Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) 
30-40-55-75) —‘Stablemates’ (M-G) 
and ‘Vacation from Love’ (M-G). 
dual. Beery-Rooney heading to good 
$10,000, Last week, ‘Antoinette’ 
(M-G), solo, just fair $7,900. 


Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Sisters’ (WB) and ‘Road to 
Reno’ (U), dual (2d week). ‘Heavy 
matinee trade holding this one for 
good $6,500 on second stanza, after 
first week hung up $11,800. 


Four Star (F-WC-UA) (900; 40- 
55)—Drums’ (UA) (2d week). Still 
clicking away to profit and $3,300 
will be fine and dandy after second 
week of $4,200. 


Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 40-55-65) 
—‘Sisters’ (WB) and ‘Reno’ (U) 
dual (2d week). Looks like profit- 
able $7,000 on second stanza after 
good $11,600 opening. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 30-40-55)— 
‘Can’t Take It’ (Col) (4th week). 
Fourth week continues at merry 
pace and should wind up _ with 
$8.500, insuring at least part of a 
fifth week. Third stanza brought 
profitable $9,200, 


Paramount (Par) (3,595; 30-40-55) 
— Arkansas Traveler’ (Par) and 
stagee show. Bob Burns on screen 


(2,024; 


of ‘Take It, ‘Sis OK 


Broadway Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 
Wes WHOM. kw cc cicce $285,000 
(Based on 12 theatres) 


Total Gress Same Week 
Oe CINK & tos biec-u oy a $305,300 
(Based on 14 theatres) 











‘Daughters’ (WB) and 
Year’ (U), $6,300, okay. 
Liberty (J-vH) (1,800; 21-32-42)— 
‘Can’t Take It’ (Col) (4th wk). Hold- 
ing remarkably; expect big $8,100. 
Last week, third, great $9,100. 

Music Bex (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 32-37-42)—‘Hot Handle’ (M-G) 
(3d wk). Excellent $2,800. Last 
week, second, big $3,600. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,600; 32-37-42)—'Arkansas Trav- 
eler’ (Par) and ‘Actress’ (FN). An- 
ticipate surprisingly big $5,800. Last 
week ‘Five Kind’ (20th) and ‘Moto’ 
(20th), $4,400, fair. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 16-27- 
37-42)—Higgins Family’ (Rep) and 
‘Old Mexico’ (Par) plus vaude. 
Higher price scale, but only fair $4,- 
500 in sight. Last week ‘Down in 
Arkansaw’ (Rep) and ‘Wanted Po- 
lice’ (Mono) and vaude, big $5,600. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,039; 32-37-42)—‘Certain Age’ (U) 
and ‘Campus Confessions’ (Par). An- 
ticipate terrific $11,500. Last week 
‘Room Service’ (RKO) and ‘Murder’ 
(20th), $5,200, fair. sone 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 21-32)— 
‘Spawn’ (Par) and ‘My Bill’ (WB). 
Big $2,700. Last week ‘Racket Bust- 
ers’ (WB) and ‘Romance of Limber- 
lost’ (Mono), good $2,100. 


WEBB-SCHOOL 
SWING $18,000 


‘Freshman 








and a hot swing stage show is prov- 
ing b.o., and week will end with 
neat $15.500. Last week, ‘King Al- 
catraz’ (Par), average $12,500. 

RKO (2,872; 30-40-55) — ‘Can’t 
Take’ (Col) (4th week). Holding its 
own with $9,000 the probable an- 
swer after third week brought 
$10,000. Will stay at least portion 
of fifth week. 


State (Loew-Fox) (2,414; 30-40-55- 
75)—‘Stablemates’ (M-G) and ‘Vaca- 
tion from Love’ (M-G), dual. Hit- 
ting good stride for neat $14,000. 
Last week, ‘Antoinette’ (M-G), bet- 
tered expectatinos but not hot at 


United Artists (F-WC) (2,100; 30- 
40-55) — ‘Antoinette’ (M-G). Doing 
ckay on moveover and will click off 
about $3,500. Last week, ‘Hot Handle’ 
(M-G) and ‘Meet Girls’ (20th), fine 
$3,400 on holdover. 


Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Antoinette’ (M-G). Biz not in 

roportion to ordinary trade at this 
oulevard house so answer is weak 
$4,000. Last week, holdover stanza 
of ‘Hot Handle’ (M-G) and ‘Meet 
Girls’ (20th), excellent $4,400. 


‘Sisters’ Slow in Seattle, 





$5,500; ‘Age’ Big $11,500 


Seattle, Oct. 25. 

Three h. o. pix running along, 
*Can’t Take It’ at Liberty, ‘Boys 
Town’ at Blue Mouse, and ‘Too Hot’ 
at Music Box. All are accounting 
for plenty of coin. 

Fifth Avenue went singleton again 
with ‘The Sisters.’ Palomar raised 
scale to 42c top. 

Estimates for This Week 


Blue Mouse (Hemrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 32-37-42)—‘Boys Town’ (M-G) 
(4th wk). Hitting it up for great 
— Last week, same film, $4,000, 

ig. 

Coliseum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,900; 21-32)—‘Andy Hardy’ (M-G) 
and ‘Gateway’ (20th). Looking for 


good $3,500. Last week ‘Texans’ 
(Par) and ‘Rich Man’ (M-G), $2,- 
500, slow. 


Colonial (Sterling) (800; 10-21)— 
‘Woman Against World’ (Mono) and 
‘Cowboys’ (Rep), split with ‘FPI’ 
(GB) and ‘Gold Mine’ (Rep). Indi- 
cate $2,100, good. Last week ‘Life 
Begins’ (20th) (revival) and ‘Bad 
Man’ (20th), split with ‘Strange Ad- 
venture’ (Ind) and ‘How to Undress’ 
(Ind) (three days of second week), 
$2,400, big. 

Fifth Avenue (Hamrick - Ever- 

een) (2,349; 32-37-42)—‘Sisters’ 
WB). Slow at $5,500. Last week 


IN BALTO 


Baltimore, Oct. 25. 

Thanks to the jitterbugs, ‘gators 
and swing-crazy cats who are turn- 
ing out in fuil force for Chick Webb, 
Elia Fitzgerald, et al. the combo 
Hipp is taking a wide lead with the 
rest of town trailing along in unex- 
citing fashion. Next in field is ‘Ar- 
kansas Traveler,’ sending the Stan- 
ley in with a fairish week’s trade. 
‘That Certain Age’ is doing nicely in 
second session at Keith’s. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15- 

25-35-40-55 )—Listen Darling’ (M-G) 





| 
} 


i 
| 


plus musical stage flash headed by 
D’Artega. Not getting anywhere 
with sluggish $6,000. Last week 
‘Stablemates’ (M-G), dropped down 
toward end of week, but okay $10,- 
500 nevertheless. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,205; 
15-25-35-40-55-66) — ‘Girls School’ 
(Col) and Chick Webb orch and Ella 
Fitzgerald on stage. Big, booming 
$18,000. Last week, ‘Miss Manton’ 
(RKO) and vaude, fairish $10,800. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460; 15- 
| 95-35-40-55)—Certain Age’ (U) (2d 
|wk). Holding in steady style at $6,- 
| 000, after solid $11,700 for opener. 
| New (Mechanic) (1,558; 15-25-35- 
155)—‘Five Kind’ (20th) .(2d wk). 
Marking time for opening of ‘Suez’ 
due tomorrow (Wed.), with only 
| poor $3,200 the total for 10 days. 





Stanley (WB) (3,250; 15-25-35-40- 
55 )—‘Arkansas Traveler’ (Par). 
Chalking up fairly steady take -at 
$7.000. Last week ‘Garden Moon’ 


(WB), not much at $5,300. 








Moppets Clicking 
In Omaha; Durbin 
116, Rooney 10!46 


Omaha, Oct. 25. 
Cash registers at downtown houses 
are playing a merry tune this week, 
with moppets as the magnets for 
s.r.o. business at the two Tri-States 


theatres. Good weather and good 
product helping business generally. 


Deanna Durbin’s ‘Certain Age’ ap- 
pears headed for smash $11,000 at 
the Orpheum, while Mickey 
Rooney’s ‘Stablemates’ is pulling for 
an excellent $10,500 at the Omaha. 
Rooney has been taken to Omaha’s 
bosom since his personal appearance 
and filming here of Metro’s ‘Boys 
Town.’ Even his earlier pictures, 
brought back by suburbans, are do- 
ing very profitable business. 

Strong competish last week from 
Ak-Sar-Ben’s annual horse show and 
Ice Follies at Coliseum and Mrs. 

D. Roosevelt for one night (23) 
at City Auditorium. Night football 
games also cut into grosses. 

Estimates for This Week 

Avenue - Dundee - Military (Gold- 

berg) (950-650-810; 10-25) — ‘Andy 








Hardy’ (M-G) and ‘Texans’ (Par), 
split with ‘Carefree’ (RKO) and 
‘Passport’ (20th), dual. Aiming at 
$2,400, swell. Last week, ‘Letter’ 
(U) and ‘Miss Broadway’ (20th), 
split with ‘Gladiator’ (Col) and ‘City 
Streets’ (Col), dandy $2,300. 

Brandeis (Singer-RKO) (1,250; 10- 
25-35-40)—‘Man Remember’ (RKO) 
and ‘Annabel’ (RKO). Lucky to get 
$3,200, poor. Last week, ‘Room Serv- 
ice’ (RKO) and ‘Lady Objects’ (Col), 
$4,800, good. 

Omaha (Blank) (2,200; 10-25-40)— 
‘Stablemates’ (M-G) and ‘Mr. 
Chump’ (WB). Packing them for 
socko $10,500. Last week, ‘Co-Ed’ 








No Names, No B.0. in Philly; ‘Heart’ 
Low 126, Freddie-Youth’ 206, Off 





Philadelphia, Oct. 25. 

Odd situation prevails here this 
sesh, with ail the de luxers suffering 
from a bad attack of b. 0. depres- 
sion, while the midtown second-run 
houses are doing almost phenomenal 
biz. House execs attribute weak 
showing of the initial-runners to lack 
of name draft. 

Only one showing any strength is 
‘Cen’t Take It With You’ at the Stan- 
ley, and that, curiously enough, is to 
be pulled tomorrow after five days 
of its second week. Object is to get 
the house back on a Wednesday 
opening policy, as there are too many 
Friday preems at present. 

Suffering worst of all is ‘Arkansas 
Traveler’ at the Fox, although it was 
greeted nicely by the crix. Other 
weakies are ‘There Goes My Heart,’ 
at the Aldine, and ‘Listen, Darling,’ 
at the Boyd. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 42-57-68-75 )— 
‘Goes Heart’ (UA). Pummeling from 
the crix no help here and garnering 
only listless $12,000. Last week, 
‘Drums’ (UA) (2d week), was pulled 
in six days with poor $7,700. 

Boyd (WB) (2,350; 37-57-68-75)— 
‘Listen Darling’ (M-G). Failing to 
mesh, despite strong plugging by the 
presence of Bartholomew at the 
vaudfilm Earle. Poor $12,500. Last 
week, ‘Sisters’ (WB), poor $11,000, 
although building nicely now in sec- 
ond-run Karlton. 

Earle (WB) (2,758; 25-37-42-57-68) 
—Youth Fling’ (U). Bartholomew 
and Herbie Kay orch on stage. With 
all this hypo in the flesh, wickets 





clicking to only so-so $20,000. Last 
week, “Breaking Ice’ (RKO) and Ted 
Lewis band p. a.ing,-low $18,700. 

Fox (WB) (2,423; 37-57-68-75)— 
‘Arkansas Traveler’ (Par). Although 
pic was treated nicely by the crix 
and many actually saw another Will 
Rogers in Burns, film is bogging with 
meagre $10,500. Last week, in 
Age’ (U), clipped off nice $12,500 in 
second lap. 

Karlton (WB) (1,066; 37-42-57-68) 
—‘Sisters’ (WB) (2d run). One of 
the phenomena of which the town is 
full this week, a second-runner that’s 
clicking after very weak opening 
sesh; $7,000 almost assures it another 
week. Last week, ‘Garden Moon’ 
(WB) (2d run), not bad at $3,600 


—Certain Age’ (U) (2d run). An- 
other continued-runner that’s click- 
ing nicely in its third week in town 
with better than $4,500. Last week, 
eaten Service’ (RKO) (2d run), low 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 37-57-68-75) 
—Can’t Take It’ (Col). Winding u 
today with five days of second wee 
at excellent $12,000. Being pulled 
only to get back on Wednesday open- 
ing policy, with ‘Suez’ coming in to- 
morrow. Captured powerful $17,900 
last week. 

Stanton (WB) (1,457; 26-42-57)— 
‘Stablemates’ (M-G) (2d run). Ordi- 
narily a first-run action palace, 
house is clicking solidly this sesh 
with big $8,000, guaranteeing another 
week for the flick. Last week, 
‘Touchdown Army’ (Par), below par 
at $3,900 





$3,600. 
Keith’s (WB) (1,870; 37-42-57-68) | 


—— aw 








Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week.......... $1,506,100 
(Based on 25 cities, 167 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, including 
ms eos 
Total Gross Same Week 
Rh: WOOe oss vk sc 0ns $1,577,000 
(Based on 23 cities, 162 theatres) 














(20th) and ‘Racket Busters’ (WB), 
$6,600, good. 

Orpheum (Blank) (3,000; 10-25-40) 
—‘Certain Age’ (U) and ‘Blockheads’ 
(M-G). On way to smash $11,000. 
Last week, ‘Straight, Place’ (20th) 
and ‘Hunted Men’ (Par), $8,600, sat- 
isfactory. 

Town (Goldberg) (1,250; 10-20-25) 
—‘King Sierras’ (GN), first-run, 
‘FP-1 Doesn’t Answer’ (20th) (re- 
issue) and ‘Life Begins at 40’ (20th) 
(reissue), tripler, split with ‘Danger 
Air’ (U), first-run; ‘Gladiator’ (Col) 
and ‘Young Fugitives’ (U), tripler. 
Mediocre $1,500. Last week, ‘Dia- 
mond Row’ (UA), ‘Leathernecks’ 
(Rep) and ‘Ladies Distress’ (Rep), 
first-run tripler, split with ‘Law 
Commands’ (Cap), ‘Letter’ (U) and 
‘Texans’ (Par), tripler, $1,600, satis- 
factory. 





RULES IN 
CLEVE. 


Cleveland, Oct. 25. 
Top Gross is being copped by ‘If 
I Were King,’ with State getting 
swell $14,000. ‘Sisters’ jumped into 
Hipp cold, no help from crix, but 
Bette Davis giving it a full-house 
valuation. 





‘Straight, Place and Show’ is taking 
a shellacking at Palace. Further 
banged by reaction to house’s policy 
of dropping vaude until Thanksgiv- 
ing. 

Record crowds of dairymen in an- 
nual convention bolstered grosses 
last week, but-afitermath left biz a 
bit numb, 

Estimates for This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3,500; 30-35-42-55)— 
‘Certain Age’ (U). Just fairly good 
at $4,000, after move from Hipp. Last 
week ‘Can’t Take It’ (Col), excellent 


100. 

Hipp (WB) (3,700; 30-35-42-55)— 
‘Sisters’ (WB). Sure-fire enough to 
garner about $13,000 and perhaps 
more in an auspicious week. ‘Cer- 
tain Age’ (U) last week was hot on 
matinees, family trade responsible 
for satisfactory $12,000. 

Palace (RKO) (3,200; 30-35-42-55) 
‘Straight, Place’ (20th). Miserable 
and mebbee the season’s lowest fig- 
ure, $7,000. Proves house’s mistake 
in building up vaude clientele for 
five weeks and then eliminating 
flesh. House had tough time getting 
name-attractions, Ritzes also poison 
in this territory. Last week ‘Giants’ 
(WB) with Wayne Morris in person 
with Johnny (Scat) Davis, $12,000, 
okay, if not very profitable. 

State (Loew’s) (3.450; 30-35-42-55) 
—If King’ (Par). No opposition to 
this swashbuckling costume thriller; 
crowding in $14,000, more than pleas- 
ing. Last wcek ‘Arkansas Traveler’ 
(Par) $5,500, poor, in six days. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (1,972; 30-35-42- 
55)—‘Sailor’ (Par). Martha Raye’s’ 
recent visit and Bob Hope being a 
Clevelander are saving factors, which 
may give it $6,000. Last week, 
‘Stablemates’ (MG) $6,100, good. 


Too Hot’ Very Warm 
$4,200 Out in Lincoln 


Lincoln, Oct. 25. 

Better biz picture currently, and 
every theatre, with exception of the 
Lincoln, which has been rutted late- 
ly, is doing well. ‘Too Hot to Han- 
die’ is banging away merrily at the 
Stuart, and will come up with a 
hefty gross at the finish. 

Varsity gave ‘Algiers’ a fair first 
week, then saw it carted to the Kiva 
for a second. New Varsity pic is 
‘There-Goes My Heart’ (UA), which 
is doing fairly. Lincoln has a dual, 
‘Time Out for Love’ and ‘Hold That 
Coed,’ doing better than usual. 

Estimates for This Week 

Kiva (NTI-Nobie) (440; 10-25-40) 

—‘Algiers’ (UA) (2d wk). Moved 











(Continued on page 18) 


KING,’ $14,000, 
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Colman-Tucker Orch Strong $40,000 
In Loop; Gable-Loy Neat at $14,000, 
Durbin Fine 186 2d, ‘Drums’ $6,500 


Chicago, Oct. 25. 

Loop continues to percolate at a 
good clip, grosses at all spots hold. 
ing easily on the profit side. Gar- 
rick shot into the lead on pace with 
the horror double feature of ‘Frank- 
enstein’ and ‘Dracula.’ Holdouts 
practically continuously, and only 
the small size of the house and the 
length of the show keeping the gross 
possibilities down. At present there 
are horror shows throughout the 
town in an epidemic that has taken 
hold on exhibitors and public alike, 

Loop has gone over for exploita- 
tion in a big way, with Balaban & 
Katz spreading additional plugging 
on the Apollo currently with the 
booking of ‘Drums.’ Elephants and 
elephant boys parading the streets. 

‘If I Were King’ getting a great 
mixed play in the big Chicago, 
which will see the gross rise again 
into the topline figures. Another 
added bulwark to the loop gross 
setup currently is ‘Too Hot to Han- 
dle’ at the Roosevelt. Flicker drew 
mixed notices from the reviewers 


but the word-of-mouth is good 
enough to shove smart coin into 
the b.o. 

Holdevers are ‘Certain Age’ and 


‘Boys Town,’ both doing well. 
Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—Drums’ (UA). Started well and 
figures for $6,500, good take. Last 
week, ‘Straight, Place’ (20th) finished 
snappy fortnight to okay $5,400. 


Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75)— 
‘Were King’ (Par) and Orrin Tucker 
orchestra on stage. Upping the pace 
to strong $40,000 from getaway pace. 
Last week, ‘Can’t Take It’ (Col) con- 
cluded two-weeker with neat $27,600, 


Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-45-55) — 
‘Frankenstein’ (U) and ‘Dracula’ 
(U). Horror combination is packing 
‘em in, Matter only of seating ca- 
pacity and turnover, powerful at 
$7,000. Last week, ‘Daughters’ (WB) 
took fair $4,400. 


Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-65-75) 
—Certain Age’ (U) and vaude (2d 
week). Galloping to fine $18,000 cur- 
rently after standout $26,300 last 
week, 

Reesevelt (B&K) (1,500; 55-65-75) 
—Too Hot’ (M-G). Looks for good 
stay here and figures for satisfying 
$14,000 for initial session, Last week, 
‘Traveler’ (Par) couldn’t get started 
and wound up with soggy $8,100. 

State-Lake (Jones) (2,700; 25-35- 
45-55)—Girl’s School’ (Col) and 
vaude. House has perked neatly in 


\last few weeks; currently good take 


at $12,000. Last week, “The Chaser’ 
(M-G), bright at $11,100. 

United Artists (B&K-UA) (1,700; 
35-55-65-75) —‘Boys Town’ (M-G) 
(3d week). Has been a big winner 
at this house. Still holding to ex- 
cellent pace to $13,000 currently, 
— getting bang-up $20,000 last 
week. 


Only Mont’! Standout 
‘Drums,’ Smash $13,000 


Montreal, Oct. 25. 
_ Wickets will not be clicking over- 
time currently with a brace of re- 
peats and nothing outstanding ex- 
cept ‘Drums’ at the Capitol, which 
will do smash $13,000. Second best is 
h.o. of ‘That Certain Age’ at Palace, 
pacing for $6,000. Loew’s, with 
vaudfilms, still fading. Orpheum 
paid too much for ads on first week 
of ‘There Goes My Heart’ and will 
be in red on repeat. 
Estimates for This Week 

Palace (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)— 
‘Certain Age’ (U) (2d week). Should 
gross nice $6,000 after excellent 
$9,500 last week. 

Capitel (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)— 
‘Drums’ (UA). Pacing for smash 
$13,000, topping ‘Alex’ here. Last 
week, ‘Lucky Star’ (20th) and ‘Speed 
Burn’ (20th), good enough $5,500. 

Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 25-34-40)— 
‘Always Trouble’ (20th) and vaude. 
This is a fading proposition at this 
house; so-so $5,500. Last week, ‘Sky 
Giant’ (RKO) and vaude, fair $6,000. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 25-34-50)— 
‘Straight, Place’ (20th). Should col- 
lect good $4,500. Last week, second, 
‘Am Law’ (Col) and ‘City Streets’ 
(Col), poor $2,800. 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 25-40-50)— 
‘Goes Heart’ (UA) (2d week). Looks 
like red on repeat at hardly better 
than $2,000. First week only fair at 
$2,800 after heavy ad outlay. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 35-50)—‘La Princesse Para- 
canova.’ Will not gross above $1,800, 
poor. H.o. of ‘Nuits de Princes’ last 
week poor $1,200. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 20- 
34)—‘La Chanson de Souvenir’ and 
‘L’'Enfant de Troupe.” Should be 
around fair $3,500. Last week, ‘Le 
Marriage de Verena’ and ‘Mademoi- 











selle Ma Mere,’ so-so $3,200. 
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B.0. Pix Help Overcome London 
War Jitters; ‘Alex’ Big $20,000, 
2d Wk., ‘Lady Vanishes,’ $25,000 





London, Oct. 15. 

West End show biz is gradually 
overcoming the jittery war threat 
condition, although multitudes. are 
still in state of uncertainty. 

Avalanche of good picture product 
is helping somewhat to distract ’em 
from recent chaotic state, with busi- 
ness on the upgrade. Outstander is 
‘Pygmalion,’ first effort of Gabriel | 


Pascal Film Productions, at Leicester | 
Square theatre. Picture was praised 
by scribes, and public response 
equals Universal’s ‘Mad About Mu- 
sic’ at this house, months ago, which 
was sockeroo. Another that’s jam- 
ming them at most shows is ‘Alexan- 
der's Ragtime Band,’ at the Regal. 
In for six weeks, and seems certain 
to hold up, despite having come 
when conditions were appalling. 
Continental films, once eyed with 
ridicule, are now an important ad- 
junct to the West End entertainment | 
world, with as many as six houses 
devoted to that type of entertain-| 
ment occasionally. 


Estimates ($5 to the £) 


Academy—‘Prison Sans Barreaux’ 
(French) (2d wk.). First week ex-| 
ceeded $7,000 and looks good for 
around $6,000 currently. Will prob- 
ably hold three more weeks. 

Berkeley Cinema — ‘Mademoiselle | 
Ma Mere’ (French) (3d wk.). Op-| 
erated in conjunction with Academy | 
by Unity Films. Although manage-| 
ment in position to get product as) 
biggest importer, is finding « this} 
house headachy, due to small capac- 
ity (250) not commensurate with 
overhead. Barely touching $2,500, but 
holding a fourth week, with ‘La Bo- 
heme’ (Viennese) replacing. 

Carlten—‘Spawn of North’ (Par) 
(2d wk.). Moved here from Para- 
mount’s ace house, Plaza, where it 
played three weeks to weekly aver- 
age of $13,000. Should depart to 
$6,000, considering previous week 
bettered $7,000. ‘St. Martin’s Lane’ 
(Mayflower) follows, with plenty 
ballyhoo, including the visio of 
opening night by BBC, never done 
before, which should help the six | 
weeks’ stay. 

Curzon — ‘Raimu’ (French) (2d) 
wk.). Fair at $4,000 and likely to stay 
at least another two weeks. House 
is of luxury type, located in ritzy 
Mayfair, and catering to best classes, 
but despite that is no moneymaker. 
*Le Bon Heur’ (French) follows. 

Empire—‘Lady Vanishes’ (Gains- 
borough-Metro). First of the three 
made under new combination. Di- 
rected by Alfred Hitchcock, who 
has definite following. Started out 
mildly, but spurted after first three 
days, with intake just below $25,000 
mark. Could hold, but Metro be- 
hind schedule, with product piling 
up. ‘Vanishes’ reappears at Ritz, 
Metro’s small house adjoining, and 
good for two weeks, while Empire’s 
replacer is ‘Too Hot to Handle,’ 
easily good for three weeks. 

Gaumont—'‘Hey, Hey, USA’ (Gains- 
borough). Not set for the pace and 
just good for one week. Intake not 
exceeding $9,000, but picture will 
make money, as Will Hays is defi- 
nitely a moneymaker in provinces, 
with week’s stanza in West End only 
meant as show window. ‘Cheat’ 
(Unity Films), dubbed version of 
Sacha Guitry’s French epic, re- 
placing for fortnight, with ‘You 
Can’t Take It With You’ (Col) fol- 
lowing for run. 

Leicester Square — ‘Pygmalion’ 
(Pascal) (3d wk.). In the real 
money, with first week, despite war 
commotion, hitting $20,000. Is ex- 
ceeding this figure now and looks 
easy for six weeks contracted. May 
Stay at least two weeks above guar- 
antee. 

London Pavilion—‘Prison Without 
Bars’ (Korda-UA) (5th wk.). This 
English version of French epic, ‘Pris- 
on Sans Barreaux’ (at Academy con- 
currently), with Corinne Luchaire 
Starred in both, aggregated 
$60,000 in four weeks, considered 
surprisingly good for this house. 
Fifth stanza should chalk up an- 
other $10,000. May stay a sixth week, 
with ‘There Goes My Heart’ (Roach- 
UA) scheduled to follow. 

New Gallery—‘Snow White’ (RKO) 
(34th wk.). Has exceeded any rec- 
ord held by previous pictures shown 
in West End. Total gross for run 
above $600,000. Although ‘Ben Hur’ 
holds world’s record of year’s run, 
Snow White’ beats it in aggregate 
showings. Former played twice 
daily, totaling 730 showings, while 














latter already has 1,496 shows to its 
credit. 
its West End run, in same house it | 
premiered, after being generally | 
released. Will stay another week, | 
then replaced by ‘Carefree’ (RKO). 

Odeon—‘Algiers’ (UA) (3d wk.). | 
First fortnight’s intake exceeded | 
$48,000, with third stanza assured | 
of $20,000, but compelled to move, | 
Owing to vrevious booking of ‘Fifty | 
Years a Queen’ (Wilcox-UA), which 
couldn’t be postponed, ‘Algiers’ goes 


| Love’ (M-G), faltered in stretch but 
Also only picture continuing | 


|bidden Valley’ (U) and vaude, so- 


to Marble Arch Pavilion for second 
West End run. 

Palace — ‘Flashbacks’ (Charles 
Cochran Compilation) (3d wk.). Has 
proved novelty click and grossed 
$1,500 per day first fortnight. Now 
nearer $6,000 per week, which is still 
very good. Will likely stay till Court- 
neidge-Hulbert-Ephraim musical is 
ready from provincial showing next 
month, 

Plaza — ‘Having Wonderful Time’ 
(RKO) (2d wk.). Ordinary picture 
grossed $14,000, warranting holdover, 
and proving Ginger Rogers definite 
attraction, while Dourlas Fairbanks, 
Jr., no drawback. BHeing replaced 
by ‘If I Were King’ (Par), which is 
expected to run at least four weeks. 





Marble Arch Pavilion — ‘Marco | 
Polo’ (UA) (3d wk.). Here after | 
four weeks’ run at Odeon to fair | 
grosses. Doing $6,000 weekly av- | 
erage, not bad for this second-run 
house. ‘Algiers’ (UA) replacing. 

Regal—‘Alexander’ (20th) (2d wk.). | 
Set town talking right from opening. | 
Zoomed to $25,000 on opening despite | 
conditions. Will top $20,000 this week, | 
and should have no difficulty in stay- | 
ing. alloted six weeks, as word-of- 
mouth publicity is extending. ‘Black | 
Limelight’ (ABPC) scheduled to 6a 
low. 

Rialto—‘Test Pilot’ (MG) (3d wk.). | 
Has failed to hold up in its third | 
West End run, with general release | 
not helping it any. Barely doing | 
$3,000, but may stay another week, | 
due to lack of replacer. ‘ 

Ritz ‘Crowd Roars’ (MG) (2d wk.). 
After healthy run at Empire, Metro’s 
ace house, this smallie (seats under 
439) managed to grab $3,000 first 
week, and may equal amount second 
stanza. ‘Boys Town’ was set to fol- 
low, but switched to ‘The Lady Van- 
ishes,’ due to its Empire click last 
few days after decision to bow out. 

Studie One—‘Abus De Confiance’ 
(French) (3d wk.). Has been quite 
successful, with Danielle Darrieux a 
draw. Touched $5,000 first weeks, 
and should do around $4,000 in third 
stanza. Good for three more weeks. 

Warners—‘Robin Hood’ (WB). New 
house should appeal. Picture itself 
not liked by scribes, with some going 
out of their way to pan, but looks 
good for four weeks, as Errol Flynn 
is now established boxoffice. WB 
has nothing to worry about, as pic- 
ture is booked for entire Maxwell 
circuit on 50-50 deal, biggest money 
paid by shrewd Scotsman. Picture 
for general release on New Year, 


PROV. BO. DULL: 
RITZES BEST 
AT $7,000 


Providence, Oct. 25. 


Lack of above average pie fare is 
holding biz down currently. Albee 
dropped ‘Frankenstein’ and ‘Dracula’ 
after second day of advertised sec- 
ond week holdover. 

Horror dual did swell biz first 
seven days, but sudden skid caused 
change to ‘Man to Remember’ Sun- 
day (23). 

Fay’s reopened after complete re- 
decoration and is doing nicely with 
‘Straight, Place and Show’ and 
vaude. 

Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (2,200; 25-35-50) — 
‘Man Remember’ (RKO) and ‘Mr. 
Doodle’ (RKO). Pacing for $7,500, 
okay. Last week, ‘Frankenstein’ (U) 
and ‘Dracula’ (U), swell $9,000. Ap- 
parently warranted holdover, but 
failed to draw and pulled after two 
days. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 25-35- 
50)—‘Stablemates’ (M-G) and ‘Vaca- 
tion Love’ (M-G) (2d run). Nice 

500. Last week, ‘Hot Handle’ 
(M-G) and ‘Juvenile Court’ (Col), 
held steady pace for good $5,000. 

Fay’s (2,000; 25-35-40) — ‘Straight, 
Place’ (20th) and vaude. Nicely bal- 
anced show getting neat $7,000. Last 


week dark. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 25-35-50) — 
‘Drums’ (UA) and ‘Reformatory’ 
(Col). Nice press notices helping to 
$13,000, fair enough. Last week, 


‘Stablemates’ (M-G) and ‘Vacation 








came in with swell $17,700. 

Majestic (Fay) (2.300; 25-35-50)— 
‘Four’s Crowd’ (WB) and ‘Girls 
Probation’ (WB). Headed for $7,500, 
good. Last week, ‘Gateway’ (20th) 
and ‘Safety Numbers’ (20th), weak 
$4,500. : 

Ptayhouse (Indie) (1,400; 20-35)— 
‘Marines Here’ (U). Opening 
Wednesday (26). Last week, ‘For- 

















so $4,500. 





First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 
Week of Oct. 27 





Astor — ‘Marie Antoinette’ 
(MG) (11th wk). 

Capitol—‘Stablemates’ 
(2d wk.). 

Criterion—‘Touchdown Army’ 
(Par). 

Globe—‘Five of a Kind’ (20th) 
(29). 

(Reviewed in Vartery, Oct. 12) 

Music Hall—‘Young Dr. Kil- 
dare’ (MG). 

(Reviewed in Vartety, Oct. 19) 

Paramount—‘Men with Wings’ 
(Par) (26). 

(Reviewed in Current Issue) 

Rialto—‘Man with 100 Faces’ 
(GB) (29). 

Rivoli—‘The Storm’ (U) (29). 

Roxy—‘Suez’ (20th) (3d wk). 

Strand — ‘The Sisters’ (WB) 
(3d wk). 


Week of Nov. 3 


Astor — ‘Marie Antoinette’ 
(MG) (i2th wk). 

Capitol—‘The Citadel’ (MG). 

(Reviewed in. Current Issue) 

Criterion — ‘Vacation from 
Love’ (MG). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Oct. 5) 

Globe—‘Five of a Kind’ (20th) 
(2d wk). 

Paramount—‘Men with Wings’ 
(Par) (2d wk). 

Rivoli—‘The Storm’ (U) (2d 
wk). 

Roxy — ‘That 
(20th). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Oct. 5) 

Strand — ‘Brother Rat’ (WB) 
(4). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Oct. 19) 


(MG) 


Certain Age’ 











MOON -STROUDS 
PALE $13,000 
IN WASH. 


Washington, Oct. 25. 

Nothing very exciting this week, 
with four holdovers and repeats 
against only two new shows. ‘Sing 
You Sinners’ is leading town at Cap- 
ital, Loew’s vaude spot, and ‘Gar- 
den of the Moon’ at Earle. WB ace 
house, is a poor second, with not. as 





much help from Stroud Twins’ p.a. | 


as expected. 
‘Too Hot to Handle’ dropping 
sharply in second ‘stanza, trailing 


second week of ‘That Certain Age.’ 
Estimates for This Week 


Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 25-35-40-66) 
—‘Sinners’ (Par) and vaude. Crosby- 
MacMurray getting oke $20,000. Last 
week ‘Five Kind’ (20th) and vaude, 
poor $11,000. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,243; 25-40)— 
‘Spawn’ (Par) (2d run). Repeat after 
fair week at Palace looking for oke 
$4,000. Last week ‘Lucky Star’ 
(20th) (2d run), passable $3,300. 

Earle (WB) (2,216; 25-35-40-66)— 
‘Garden Moon’ (WB) and vaude. De- 
spite Stroud Twins’ radio rep, show 
won't pull over weak $13,000. Last 
week ‘Am Law’ (Col), can thank 
Jan Garber Orch for most of good 
$17,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 35-55)— 
‘Certain Age’ (U) (2d wk). Holding 
to big $9,500. Last week same pic 
pocketed swell $16,000. 

Met (WB) (1,600; 25-40)—‘Can’t 
Take It’ (Col) (2d run). Fourth 
downtown week should collect nice 
$6,000. Last week, same pic, swell 


.700. 

Palace (Loew) (2,242: 35-55—‘Hot 
Handle’ (M-G) (2d wk). Slipping 
fast, but still okay $8,500. Last week, 
same pic, $15,500, good. 


H.0.S IN B’KLYN 


‘Take It’s’ Second Big $22,000; ‘Han- 
dle’ H. O. $15,000 


Brooklyn, Oct. 25. 

Several holdovers in 
Churches, and each doing nifty biz. 
Fabian Paramount is showing ‘You 
Can’t Take It With You’ a second 











week, and Loew’s Metropolitan ditto | 


with ‘Too Hot to Handle.’ Attend- 
ance at RKO Albee also fine because 
of ‘Room Service’ and ‘Personal Sec- 
retary.’ 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (3,274; 25-35-50)—‘Room Ser- 


vice’ (RKO) and ‘Personal Secretary’ | 


(U). Marx Bros. proving pleasant 


surprise here. Will garner neat $19,- | 


000. Last week, ‘Straight, Place’ 
(20th) and ‘Breaking Ice’ (RKO), 
good $19,000. 


Fox (4,089; 25-50)—‘King Alcatraz’ 


(Par) and ‘Sons Legion’ (Par). Looks | 


to good $17,000 for 10 days. 
Met (3,618; 25-50) —‘Hot Handle’ 


(M-G) and March of Time (2d) 


wk). Pleasant $15,000. 

socko $22,000. 
Paramount (4.126: 25-50) — ‘Can’t 

Take It’ (Col) (2d wk). 


Last week 


City of | 


Swell $22,- | 


| 


- Dominate; ‘Suez, 


~——-50G, 356 on 2d, 


Bway Up ’n’ Down This Week, HOs 


Sisters Heidt Big 
Manton’ 706, Mild 





On the New York first-run front 
this week the line is very jagged, 
with business holding a firm posi- 


tion in some theatres but proving 
very vulnerable in others. There are 
no impressive alibis, lack of draught 


being the apparent reason for lean | 


takings in most instances. 

Second weeks of ‘Suez’ at the Roxy 
and ‘Sisters,’ plus Horace Heidt at 
| the Strand; fourth week of ‘If I 
Were King’ and Tommy Dorsey, 
ended at the Par last night (Tues.), 


and the first week of ‘Stablemates’ at | 


the Capitol are on top. First week 
| of ‘Dracula’ and ‘Frankenstein’ at 
| Rialto, which goes a second session, 
is also good, the horror brace hav- 
ing grossed a mighty $12,000 initial 
seven days. 

‘Stablemates’ is far from _ sensa- 
tional at a chance for $30,000 at the 
Cap but holds over, with ‘Citadel’ 
pointed for opening here Thursday 
(3). Forging through last week (lst) 
to a smash $61,400, ‘Suez’ is main- 
taining good strength on the hold- 
over and should be around $50,000. 
It will remain a third week. 


week, beaten in aitendance here only 
_by ‘Alexander. ‘That Certain Age’ 
is set to follow, probably opening 
Friday (4). 

‘Sisters’ and Heidt, strongest show 
at the Strand since it went into its 
new policy, continues formidably 


and should hit $35,000 or close this | 


week (2d), after socking through to 
$46,800 the first seven days. Will be 
retained a third week. Par’s final 
(4th) week with ‘King’ and Dorsey, 
plus Connie Boswell, at $35,000, very 
strong, brings the 28-day total on run 
to $202,000, heavy profit and best 
gross any show has done here since 
policy of pit bands went into effect 
Christmas, 1935. The show would 
have been held a fifth week but for 
a jam on product and band acts 
| booked. 

‘Mad Miss Manton’ and ‘Service De 


1 Luxe,’ newcomers on street, are both 


| very disappointing. Former will not 
be over $70,000. at the Music Hall, 
latter not better than $12,000 at the 

Rivoli. ‘Girls on Probation,’ sec- 

ondary first run at the Criterion, is 
| also failing to attract, looking $7,000, 
| tops. 

The State, too, is doing poorly, 
| dropping away down this week with 
| ‘Spawn of the North’ (2d run) and 
| the Schnickelfritz band, plus Benny 
| Baker. House will be lucky to hit 
| $13,500, red. 

‘Antoinette,’ which last week 
(10th) dipped to $6,500, is slated to 
close Sunday night (6) to make way 
for ‘Pygmalion,’ British-made. Lat- 
ter will probably open Wednesday 
(9), Wednesdays ey | popular open- 
ing days with Metro here for $2 pic- 
tures. 

For the first fime in history this 
company sold a picture to the Milfsic 
Hall, ‘Young Dr. Kildare,’ -which 
opens there tomorrow (Thurs.). 
House is somewhat pinched for prod- 
uct with pictures it has been ex- 
pecting being delayed. 

Estimates for This Week 


Astor (1,012; 55-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20 )— 
‘Antoinette’ (M-G) (llth week). 
Dropping away down as run nears 
its end; last week (10th), ending Sun- 
day night (23). $6,500. Scheduled to 
close Sunday night (6), with ‘Pyg- 
| malion’ (M-G) on twice-daily run to 
follow, possibly Nov. 9. 


‘Stablemates’ (M-G). Deing ey 
well at chance for $30,000, though 
not big, and will hold. Last week, 
third for ‘Too Hot to Handle’ (M-G) 
near $15,000, o. k. 

Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55)—‘Girls 
on Probation’ (WB). An apathetic 
public means only about $7,000 for 
this one, mild. Last week, ‘Broad- 
way Musketeers’ (WB), over $6,000. 

Globe (1,274; 25-40-55 )—‘Dark Rap- 
ture’ (U) (3d-final week). Holding 
up well on concluding stanza of very 
profitable engagement, probably $7,- 
000. Last week (2d), $10,300, very 


good. 
Palace 25-35-55 )—‘Co-Ed’ 





(1.700; 


both 2d run, dualed. This team pull- 
ing for $7,000, mild. Last week’s 
brace, ‘Carefree’ (RKO) (2d run) 
and ‘Annabel (RKO) (lst run), 


$8.500. 

Paramount (3.664; 25-35-55-85-99) 
|—‘Men with Wings’ (Par) and, in 
pit, Mark Warnow band, Raymond 
Scott Quintet. Maxine Sullivan, Ann 
Miller and others open today (Wed.). 
Final (4th) session for ‘If I Were 
King’ (Par) and Tommy 
Connie Boswell b. o. combination, 
$35.000, excellent. after previous 
| weeks of $45,000, $57,000 and $65,000, 





/000 and strong enough for third 
week. Last week smash $30,000. 

Strand (2,870: 25-50)—Broadway 
Musketeers’ (WB) and vaude hecded 
| by N.T.G. Biz jumping to excellent 
$13,500. Last week, ‘Actress’ (WB) 
and vaude, good $11,000. 


‘Suez’ | 
played to 120,671 people on the first | 


Capitol (4,520; 25-35-55-85-$1.25 )— | 


(20th) and ‘Valley of Giants’ (WB), | 


Dorsey- | 


tremendous profit. House apparently 
knows no competition. 

Radio City Music Hall (5,980; 40- 
60-84-99-$1.65)—"Mad Miss Manton’ 
| (RKO) and stage show. Going slow, 
| only around $70,000 but getting by. 
| Last week, second for ‘Drums’ (UA), 
$78,000, all right. ‘Dr. Kildare’ (M- 
G) ovens tomorrow (Thurs.). 





Rialto (750; 25-40-55)—Dracula’ 
| (U) and ‘Frankenstein’ (U), re- 
| issues, dualed (2d week). Ground 


through to high $12,000 first week, 
virtual capacity, and started off well 
on second Monday (24). In ahead, 
‘Last Express’ (U) got $6,800, fair. 

Rivoli (2,092; 25-40-55-85)—‘Ser- 
| vice De Luxe’ (U). Probably not 
| better than $12,000, disappointin 
Predecessor here, ‘Youth Takes 
Fling’ (U), even poorer, under $10,000. 

Roxy. (5,836; 25-40-55-75 )—‘Suez’ 
(20th) and stage show (2d week). 
Soared to fancv $61,400 on the first 
week and looks around $50,000, very 
good, on the second (current). Re- 
mains a third lap. So far picture is 
exceeded in attendance here only by 
‘Alexander.’ 

Strand (2.767; 25-55-75)—‘Sisters’ 
(WB) and Horace Heidt band (2d 
week). Turnstiles continue to click 
happily here, with second week’s 
business looking $35,000 or close, ex- 
cellent. The first seven days was 
$46,800, beating best week done here 
since policy was established by 
| nearly $12,000. Goes third week 

State (3,450; 35-55-75)—-~Spawn’ 
(Par) (2d run) and, on_ stage, 
Schnickelfritz band and Benny 
Baker. A big letdown to around 
$13,500, crimson, is the answer with 
this show. Last week, ‘Boys Town’ 


(M-G) (2d run) and Freddie Bar- 
tholomew in person, over $30,000, 
swell. 





BURNS, HORROR 
PACE COOLER 
LVILLE 


Louisville, Oct. 25. 

‘Arkansas Traveler,’ on a dual with 
‘Touchdown Army’ at the Rialto, and 
the horror duo ‘Dracula’ and ‘Frank- 
enstein’ at the Strand, are smacking 
through for the best grosses in town. 
Holdovers at the other houses, and 
a couple weak sisters at Loew’s State, 
will have to be content with the 
leavings. : 


Opposition in town currently is at 
a minimum and film houses are get- 
ting a break likewise on the weather, 
which has turned cooler. 


Estimates for This Week 


Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Ave.) (1,- 
000; 15-30-40)—‘Can’t Take It’ (Col) 
(2d wk.). Makes third downtown 
week and still garnering attention. 
Probably $1,800, okay. Last week, 
same pic, strong $2,400. 

Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-25)— 
‘Spawn’ (Par) and ‘Keep Smiling’ 
(20th) (dual). Prospects bright for 
$1,700, okay. Last week, ‘Letter’ (U) 
and “Tough Guy’ (U), rosy $2,200. 

Loew's State (Loew’s) (3,100; 15- 
30-40 )—‘Listen Darling’ (M-G) and 
‘Flight Fame’ (Col). Not enough on 
the ball to expect any rush on the 
wicket. Indicate meager $4,500. 
Last week, ‘Stablemates’ (M-G) and 
“Vacation Love’ (M-G), okay $7,500. 

Mary Andersen (Libson) (1,000; 15- 
30-40 )—Sisters’ (WB) 2d wk.). Sec- 
ond stanza running along about av- 
erage for h.o., indicating fair $2.800. 
Same pic, initial week, fine $3,700. 

Oh (Settos) (900: 15)—‘Exven- 
| Sive Husbands’ (WB) and ‘Boy 
| Streets’ (Mono), split with ‘Stand In’ 
| (UA) and ‘West Shanghai’ (WB). 
| Average $1,300. Last week, ‘Hoosier 
| Schoolboy’ (Mono) and ‘Hollywood 
| Hotel’ (WB), split with ‘52nd Street’ 
| (UA) and ‘Behind Headlines’ (RKO), 
good $1,500. 

Riaite (Fourth Ave.) (3,000: 15-30- 
| 40)—‘Arkansas Traveler’ (Par) and 
| ‘Touchdown Army’ (Par). Bob 
| Burns helped by secondary football 
| pic. Headed for robust $10.000 and 
;may hold. Last week ‘Straight, 
| Place’ (20th) and ‘Moto’ (20th), 
| $6.500, average. 
| §$trand (Fourth Ave.) (1,400; 15- 
_ 30-40)—‘Dracula’ (U) and ‘Frank- 
| enstein’ (U). Horror combo pulling 
_ plenty of biz at this house. Opened 
| Thursday (21), after house was 
| closed couple days for Masonic con- 
| vention, giving the thrill dual a run- 

ning start. Eight days showing looks 
| sure-fire to cop big $6,500. Last 
| week ‘Certain Age’ (U) and ‘Fresh- 
|man Year’ (U). on moveover, nice 
$2,400 on four-day showing. : 
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PICTURE GROSSES 








Heat Wilts Pitt: Burns-Ted Lewis Hot 


$22,000, but Davis-Flynn Cold $12,000 








Pittsburgh, Oct. 25. 

Biz is still off and the warm 
weather seems the most likely alibi. 
New heat records being set daily 
for this time of year and that’s keep- 
ing people out of downtown sectors. 
Result is an improvement in the 
nabe houses, but not enough to coun- 
teract drop at the first-runners, 

Although a mile away from takes 
he knocked down in past visits here, 
Ted Lewis, with ‘The Arkansas Trav- 
eler,’ still proving at the Stanley 
that he’s potent b.o. locally. “That! 
Certain Age’ is giving the Alvin 
enough to insure a h. o., though at 
the same time dropping below cus- 
tomary Durbin grosses. ‘Sisters 
proving pretty much of a disappoint- 
ment at Penn, but ‘Stablemates, 
moved to Warner after big seven 
days at Penn, getting by comfort- 
ably. 
Estimates For This Week 
Alvin (Harris) (1,850; 25-35-50)— 





‘Certain Age’ (U). Latest Durbin, 
well-liked, but falling somewhat be- 
hind par for singing star on account 


‘of generally poor conditions. Head- 


ed for better than $10,000, enough to | 
keep it going for a second week, but 
no smash by any means. Last week, 


third, ‘Can’t Take It’ (Col), all right|terbug contest at Boston Garden | ‘Hoosier 


at $7,300, giving Capra hit around) 
$35,000 for the run. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,700; 25-40) 
—‘Sailor’ (Par) and ‘Bulldog Drum- 
mond’ (Par). First Par pix this spot | 
has played in years, management 
buying them away from WB when 
that circuit’s double-bill house, War- 
ner, got jammed up on product due 
to successive h. o.’s. Looks like pretty 
ordinary $3,300, if that. Last week, 
*Youth Fling’ (U), fair $4,100. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50)—‘Sisters’ (WB). Notices fairly 
good, but they’re not buying despite 
double dose of marquee strength in 
Bette Davis and Errol Flynn. Davis 
has never been particularly big in 
these paris, however, and they ap- 
parently want Flynn only in cos- 
tume. Not much more than $12,000 
in sight and that’s way off for an 
important picture. Last week, ‘Stab- 
lemates’ (MG), big $20,000 and 
moved to Warner for second week. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-40-60)— 
*Arkansas Traveler’ (Par) and Ted 
Lewis’ orch. Latter has always been 
big here and for the first time get- 
ting some real help on the screen, 
film drawing moderate raves on all 
sides. Won't .approach big takes 
Lewis has rolled up on previous 
visits, but house isn’t sneezing at 
$22,000. Last week, “Touchdown 
Army’ (Par) and Chick Webb-Ella 
Fitzgerald, off at $15,500. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
*Stablemates’ (M-G). Still a good 
market here for this one after big 
preceding week at Penn. Should 
wind up with around $6,000, good. 
Last week, ‘Actress’ (FN) and 
‘Blockheads’ (M-G), very poor $3,- 
000 in six days. 


‘MUSKETEERS’ AND BAND 
BLAH $7,000, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Oct. 25. 

‘Stablemates,’ with Beery-Rooney 
combination, is pacing the town with 
a strong gross at Loew’s. Reopening 
of the de luxe Indiana, after being 
closed for six months, has divided 
up the biz among the remaining 
downtown houses. ‘Sisters’ and ‘Af- 
fairs of Annabel,’ at the newly- 
opened spot, are turning in an okay 
gross and occupy the runner-up po- 
sition among the first-runs. 

Circle, with ‘Arkansas Traveler’ 
and ‘Touchdown Army,’ is not far 
behind with a nice take, while the 
vaudfilm Lyric sinks to the lowest 
figure it has touched in many 
months with ‘Broadway Musketeers’ 
anda stage bill headlining Pepper 
Martin and his Mudcat Band of base- 


ballers. 
Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (Katz-Dolle) (1,100; 25-30- 
40)—‘Certain Age’ (U) and ‘Fresh- 
man Year’ (U). Moveover session 
following initial stanza at Circle is 
adequate at $3,200. Last week, re- 
vival of ‘Dracula’ (U) and ‘Frank- 
enstein’ (U), was best in many 
months at $6,200. 

Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,800; 25-30- 
40)—‘Arkansas Traveler’ (Par) and 
‘Touchdown Army’ (Par). Bob Burns 
is building at the wicket and respon- 
sible for okay $6,000. Last week 
‘Certain Age’ (U) and ‘Freshman 
Year’ (U), extra good $9,000. 

Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,100; 25-30- 
40)—‘Sisters’ (WB) and ‘Annabel’ 
(RKO). Former pulling house 
through to good $6,500 in its first 
week after being dark since last 
April. 











Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,400; 25-30-40)— | 


*‘Stablemates’ (M-G) and ‘Vacation 
Love’ (M-G). Rooney has added 
power to the Beery name and the 
results are plenty in evidence; $9,- 
500, dandy. Last week, second, ‘Can’t 
Take It’ (Col) got good $6,800 in six 
days. House changed to Thursday 
openings. 

Lyric (Olson) (1,900; 25-30-40)— 


‘Broadway Musketeers’ (WB) and 
vaude headlining Pepper Martin’s 
Mudcat Band. Latter given big 
buildup in ads and campaign, but 
gross is dipping to lowest mark since 
April with only $7,000, red. Last 
week ‘Garden Moon’ (WB) and Phil 


Spitalny’s girl band, sock $12,600 due 


to strength of Spitalny crew. 











DURBIN WHAM 
$95,000 IN HUB 


Boston, Oct. 25. 
Film biz is perking with good 
lineup of product on local screens, 
including holdovers of “Too Hot to 
Handle’ and ‘If I Were King.’ Dual 
of ‘Frankenstein’ and ‘Dracula’ at 
the Keith Boston is a killer-diller. | 


Boston American-Advertiser jit- | 








Monday night (24), with Vallee va, | 
Goodman as the attraction, was a 
sellout at $2.20 top. Paramount and 


Fenway, playing ‘Garden of the | 
Moon’ on a double bill, tied in with 
the contest by selling the film as the 
first jitterbug picture out of Holly- 
y d ! 


"Estimates for This Week | 


Fenway (M&P) - (1,332; 25-35-40- 
55)—'Garden Moon’ (WB) and ‘Girls 
Probation’ (WB). Medium $6,000. 
Last week, ‘Arkansas Traveler’ (Par) 
and ‘Wong, Detective’ (Mono), good 
$8,000. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,907; 25- 
35-40-55) —‘Certain Age’ (U) and 
‘Doodle’’ (RKO). Whamming to- 
ward $25,000 and holdover. Last 
week, ‘Room Service’ (RKO) and 
‘Reno’ (U), good $20,000 in eight 
days and previews. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 25-35- 
40-55) —‘King’ (Par) and ‘Moto’ 
(20th) (2d wk). Aiming at okay 
$13,000 in second stanza. First week 
very good $20,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 25-35-40- 
55)—Too Hot’ (M-G) and ‘Girls’ 
School’ (Col) (2d wk). Looks like 
$13,000, nice. Last week, high 





$18,500. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,797; 25-35- 
40-50)—‘Garden Moon’ (WB) and 
‘Girls Probation’ (WB). Okay 
$8,000. Last week, ‘Arkansas Trav- 
eler’ (Par) and ‘Wong, Detective’ 
(Mono), good $9,500. 

Scollay (M&P) (2,538; 25-35-40-50) 
—Arkansas Traveler’ (Par) and 
‘King Alcatraz’ (Par) (2d run). 
Okay $6,000 indicated. Last week, 
‘Daughters’ (WB) and ‘Confessions’ 
(Par) (3d run), tepid $5,000. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 25-35-40-55) 
—Hot Handle’ (M-G3 and ‘Girls’ 
Schoof (Col) (2d wk). Headed to- 
wards $9,500, okay. First week 
dandy $14,500. 











3 Port. Houses Singling; 
Beery-Rooney Big $6,800 


Portland, Ore., Oct. 25. 
Three leading houses made a hit 
with the public by dropping double- 
feature policies. Result is a heavy 
score on the b. o. merits of three 
strong pix. Parker's singling ‘Stable- 


| mates’: Paramount, ‘You Can’t Take 


It With You,’ in second week, and 
UA, ‘Too Hot to Handle,’ also an 


3 Os 
Run of ‘Boys Town’ at the May- 
fair now in seventh week. Pic has 
held a steady b. o. pace for the last 
month. 
Estimates for This Week 


| Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 30-35- | 
| 40)—‘Stablemates’ (M-G), 


Answer- 
ing to advanced bally for big $6,800. 
Last week, ‘Certain Age’ (U) and 


‘Kid’ (Rep) (2d_ week), well above | (reissues) (2d wk). 


par for good $4,500. 

Mayfair ‘(Parker-Evergreen) (1,- 
500: 30-35-40)—Boys Town’ (M-G) 
and ‘Freshman Year’ (U) (7th week). 
Nice $2,500. Sixth week, $2,800. 
First five weeks built up impressive 
total of $24,000, big money in this 
burg. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,800; 30-35-40 )—Arkansas Traveler’ 
(Par) and ‘Sailor’ (Par). Average 
$5,000. Last week, ‘Straight, Place’ 
(20th) and ‘Lady Objects’ (Col). 
Okay $5,200. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,000; 39-35-40)—‘Can’t Take It’ 
(Col) (2d week). Headed for great 


$6,000. First week immense $7,700. 
Rivoli (Indie) (1,100; 20-25)— 

Schoolboy’ (Mono) and 
‘Woman Against Woman’ (WB). 
Average $1,600. Last week, ‘Gold 
Mine’ (Rep) and ‘Coconut Grove’ 


(Par), good $1,800. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 30- 
35-40) —‘Hot Handle’ (M-G) (2d 
week). Strong $5,000. First week 
piled up terrific $7,200. 


‘Sisters OK 126, 
But ‘Moon’ Dull 
$3,409 in Cincy 


Cincinnati, Oct. 25. 

Only three fresh releases currently 
= biz in the main is even-stephen 
with last week’s above-par level. 
‘Stablemates’ is this week’s fronter 
with a big figure for the Palace. 
Doing okay for the Albee is ‘Sisters.’ 
Keith’s is ns.g. with ‘Garden of 
Moon.’ 

Repeat product at four houses and 
all doing well, notably ‘Can’t Take 
It,’ which will hold for fifth, and 
likely a sixth week, at the Shubert. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42)—‘Sis- 
ters’ (WB). Okay $12,000. Last week 
‘Straight, Place’ (20th), six days, 
sorry $7,500, 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 35-42)—‘Cer- 
tain Age’ (U) (2d run). Good $5,000. 
Last week, ‘Boys Town’ (M-G), sec- 
ond run (2d wk), great $6,500. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)— 
‘Crime Holiday’ (Col), ‘Leathernecks’ 
(Rep), ‘Mr. Doodle’ (RKO), separate. 
Normal $2,100. Same last week with 











Four Daughters’ Strong $8,500 In 
Mpls.; Dionnes Mild 41,6, ‘Ark.’ 4G 





Minneapolis, Oct. 25. 

Theatres are taking a little spot- 
light away from football currently, 
Minnesota having an open date. Ab- 
sence of out-of-town visitors, appar- 
ently is being offset by elimination 
of the gridiron opposition. Colder, 
eure seasonable weather also is a 

elp. 

On the screens the feminine sex 
is having a big inning, what with 
‘Four Daughters’ and ‘Five of a 
Kind’ at the State and Century, re- 
spectively. In contrast to the three 
of last week there’s only one hold- 
over, ‘Drums,’ at the sure-seater 
World. Among the newcomers, 
‘Daughters’ is setting the fastest box 
office pace. ‘Arkansas Traveler,’ Or- 
pheum offering, seems‘a slow starter. 

Another loop first-run house, the 
Gopher, comes into existence Friday 
(28). It’s the old Grand which has 
been dark for more than two years, 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-25)— 
‘Breaking Ice’ (RKO) and ‘Crime 
Takes Holiday’ (Col), loop first runs, 
split with ‘Mysterious Rider’ (Par) 
and ‘Personal Secretary’ (U), also 
dual first runs. Headed for good $1,- 
800. Last week ‘Touchdown Army’ 
(Par) and ‘Time Out for Murder’ 
(20th), $1,700, good. 

Century (Par-Singer) (1,600; 25- 
35-40 )—‘Five of Kind’ (20th). Heav- 
ily advertised and helped by word- 
of-mouth, getting especially nice 
matinee play; still much interest in 
quintuplets, apparently, looks like 
mildish $4,500, Last week, ‘Boys 
Town’ (M-G) (3d week), $6,000, 





‘good, on top of $11,000 and $7,000, 
rst and second weeks, respec. 

Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2,800; 25- 
35-40)—Arkansas Traveler’ (Par). 
Bob Burns no particular magnet 
here and lack of cast names a handi- 
cap. Picture, however, has made 
favorable impression and may build. 

y $4,000, poor, in prospect. Last 
week ‘Co-Ed’ (20th) and Jimmy Dor- 
sey and Andrews Sisters, etc., on 
stage, $15,000, disappointing. 

State (Par-Singer) (2,300; 25-35- 
40)—‘Four Daughters’ (FN). Even 
absence of b. 0. names can’t hold this 
one down. Critics and customers’ 
raves plus swell exploitation cam- 
paign with heavy newspaper ad 
splurges, including ‘open letter’ from 
Jack Warner, helping to put over 
meritorious film; climbing toward 
good $8,500, Last week ‘Hot Handle’ 
(M-G) (2d week), $5,000, nice after 
$10,500 first week. 

Time (Berger) (290; 15-25)—‘Club 
de Femmes’ (French) (2d run). Tak- 
ing cue from World’s policy and 
running in a few foreign pictures, 
with not too happy results, however, 
mild $600 indicated. Last week 
‘Sailing Along’ (GB) and ‘Gypsies’ 
(Russian), split, $400, bad. 

Uptown (Par) (1,200; 25-35)—‘Sing 
You Sinners’ (Par). First neighbor- 
hood showing, looks like satisfactory 
$2,600. Last week ‘Carefree’ (RKO), 
$2,500, fair. 

World (Steffes) (290; 25-35-40-55) 
-——Drums’ (UA) (2d week). Going 
along well and likely to remain third 





session, good $2,000 indicated. Last 
week $2,400, nice, 


Wednesday, October 26, 1938 














Gypsy Rose Lee- Doodle’ Bis $20,000 
In Frisco; Par Pix Dominate Ist-Runs 





‘Moto’ (20th), ‘Bar-20 Justice’ (Par), 
‘Campus Professor’ (Par), singly. 

Grand (RKO) (1,200; 25-40)—‘Boys 
Town’ (M-G) (3d run). Smash $4,000. 
Last week, ‘Hot Handle’ (M-G), third 
run (2d wk), satisfactory $2,700. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 35-42)— 
‘Garden Moon’ (WB). Partial eclipse 
at $3,400. Last week, ‘Giants’ (WB), 
fairly good $5,200. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 35-42)—‘Dra- 
cula’ (U) and ‘Frankenstein’ (U) 
Nice $4,500. Last 
week same pix set six-year house 
record at $8,500. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 35-42)—‘Sta- 
blemates’ (M-G). Big $15,000. Last 
week, ‘Certain Age’ (U), eight days, 
excellent $14,000. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 35-40-55)— 
‘Can't Take It’ (Col) (4th wk). 
Strong $7,000. Will hold. Last week 
(3d), great $8,500. 


K. C. COOLS; 86 








Kansas City, Oct. 25. 

Annual American Royal stock and 
horse show grabbed the spot last 
week and current weekend, and 
acted as both benefit and competitor 
to theatres. While it rang up more 
than 75,000 at the turnstiles, it also 
brought in visitors from all over mid- 
west as additional show-goers. 

Week is-a lightweight as far as 
theatre attendance is concerned, with 
holdovers in three houses and little 
of an outstanding nature among new 
bills. Tower, with Veloz and Yolanda 
on stage, moving along at fairish rate 
with little help from ‘Youth Takes a 
Fling.’ Of the straight film houses, 
Loew’s outdoing Orpheum, only two 
having new features, but ‘Listen Dar- 
ling’ still a weaky. 

Deanna Durbin’s film holds over in 
both Esquire and Uptown, while ‘Ar- 
kansas Traveler’ is in second week 
at Newman. Weather turned chilly 
tinge and considered a benefit by 
managers. 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire (Fox-Midwest) (820; 10-25- 
40)—‘Certain Age’ (U) (2d wk). 
Dandy $3,500 in second stanza, espe- 
cially when coupled with first week’s 
$4,500, unusual. 

Midland (Loew’s) (3,573; 10-25-40) 
—‘Listen Darling’ (M-G) and ‘Flight 
Fame’ (Col), Garland-Bartholomew 
team amusing what trade they get, 
but slow draw; $8,000, light. Last 
week, ‘Drums’ (UA) and ‘Juvenile 
Court’ (Col), $7,500, weak. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900: 10- 
25-40)—‘Arkansas Traveler’ (Par) 
(2d wk). Soloing in line with new 
policy of house, and extra week sat- 
isfactory at $5,000. Last week same 
film rang up $6,800, very good. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 10-25-40) 
-——‘Miss Manton’ (RKO), Okay $5,300, 
considering solo work. Last week, 
‘Breaking Ice’ (RKO) and ‘Man Re- 
member’ (RKO), okay $5,500. 

Tower (Fox-Midwest) (10-25-35- 
55)—Youth Fling’ (U), with Veloz 
and Yolanda headlining vaude. Only 
draw here is dance team. Bettering 
average at $11,000. Last week, ‘An- 
nabel’ (RKO), with Orrin Tucker’s 
orch, $13,500, topped expectations. 

Uptown (Fox-Midwest) (1,200; 10- 
25-40)—‘Certain Age’ (U) (2d wk). 
Over average at $3,700, and combines 
nicely with $4,800 of first week. 


DETROIT B.0. SLOW, BUT 
‘CAREFREE’ OK $21,500 


: Detroit, Oct. 25. 

Indian summer weather not adding 
any impetus to film b. o. with no 
outstanding product here from take 
standpoint. 

‘Drums’ given nice bally at United 
Artists and ditto on ‘Carefree,’ plus 
stage show, at the Fox, but both 
caught in general doldrums. 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40)— 
‘Certain Age’ (U) (2d run) plus 
‘Time Out for Murder’ (20th), dual. 
Durbin opus moved here after nice 
sesh at Fox; figures for good $4,700. 
Last week about $4,400, okay, for 
‘Ghoul’ (Indie) and ‘King Kong’ 
(RKO), both reissues and billed as 
‘double horror’ week. 

Fox (Indie) (5,000; 30-40-65)— 
‘Carefree’ (RKO) plus stage show. 
Minus strong stage lineup, getting 
only okay $21,500, not bad, however. 
Clicked off nice $27,000 last stranza 
on ‘Certain Age’ (U) and vaude. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
30-40-65)—‘Listen, Darling’ (M-G) 
plus ‘Vacation from Love’ (M-G), 
dual. Due for okay $9,000. Last 
week better, $10,700 for ‘Sisters’ 
ty and ‘Broadway Musketeers’ 

Palms-State (UD) (3,000: 30-40- 
50)—‘Hot Handle’ (M-G) (2d run) 
plus ‘Wanted by Police’ (Mono), 
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San Francisco, Oct. 25. 

Gypsy Rose Lee (Louise Hovick 
when with 20th-Fox films) is back 
on the stage up to her old stripping 
tricks and luring plenty of custom- 
ers to the Golden Gate. Her ‘Merry 
Whirl Revue’ is m.c’d by Jack Du- 
ety formerly of Mitchell and Du- 
rant, 

Mayor Rossi declared this and next 
week to be ‘Paramount Week.’ Four 
of the pictures at the first-runs are 
from the Par lot. Best biz-getter is 
‘Arkansas Traveler,’ Jean Parker, of 
latter cast, made a p.a. at the War- 
field, as did Ellen Drew at the Para- 
mount in conjunction with ‘If I Were 
King.’ Deanna Durbin is whamming 
"em at the Orpheum in ‘That Certain 
Age.’ 

Estimates for This Week 
_Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-55-75)— 
‘Sinners’ (Par) and ‘Girls Probaiion’ 
(WB) (2d week). Holdover stanza 
very satisfactory $11,000. Last week, 
great $19,500. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 35-55) 
—Tdir. Doodle’ (RKO) and Gypsy 
Rose Lee on stage. Gypsy dropped 
her Louise Hovick moniker when 
20th-Fox dropped her from its pay- 
roll. Gypsy heads a company of 25 
and drawing big $20,000. Last week, 
‘Fugitives Night’ (RKO) and Morton 
Downey on stage, good $15,500. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 35-55)—~ 
‘Certain Age’ (U) and ‘Personal Sec- 
retary’ (U). Durbin getting same 
excellent biz which her other pic- 
tures brought to Orpheum. ‘Age’ 
looks good for at least four weeks, 
with the initial stanza set to take 
around $15,000. Last week (2d), 
‘Dracula’ (U) and ‘Frankenstein’ 
(U), took a terrific nosedive after a 
staggering first week; sad $4,500. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,740; 35-55- 
75)—‘If King’ (Par) and ‘Always in 


Trouble’ (20th). Looks like good 
$16,000. Last week, ‘Five Kind’ 
(20th) and ‘Mysterious Mr. Moto’ 


(20th) poor $10,500. 

St..Francis (F-WC) (1,470; 35-55- 
75)—‘Boys Town’ (M-G) and ‘Vaca- 
tion Love’ (M-G) (4th week). After 
two grand weeks at the Fox and a 
third big stanza at this house, Tracy- 
Rooney still going to town with in- 
dications of fine $7,500 currently. 
Last week (3d), $8,200, big. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200: 35- 
55-65) —‘Drums’ (UA) (5th week), 
Final week will see around $4,500, 
good. Previous session did good 


$6,000. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,680: 35-55-75) 
—Arkansas Traveler’ (Par) and 
‘Touchdown Army’ (Par). The 60- 
piece Arkansas U. school band did a 


of the Burns picture. Looks okay 
$12,000. Last week (2d), ‘Garden 
Moon’ (WB) and ‘Campus Confes- 
sions,’ $5,500, poor. 


‘AGE TERRIFIC 
196 IN BUFFALO 


Buffalo, Oct. 25. 

“That Certain Age’ walks off with 
high gross here for the current 
stanza, with nothing else even in 
striking distance of the figure. Fol- 
lowing three weeks of ‘Take It’ at 
the Lafayette, current gross will 
probably spell biggest month the 
house has ever had. 

‘If I Were King,’ at the Buffalo, 
looks only fair. 

Est tes for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 30-35-55)— 
‘If King’ (Par). Looks to do around 
$11,000, which is only middling. Last 
week, ‘Daughters’ (WB), slightly 
over $11,000. 

Century (Shea) (3,000; 25-35)— 
‘King Alcatraz’ (Par) and ‘Campus 
Confessions’ (Par). Off slightly from 
last week, but will do good $7,500. 
Last week ‘Straight, Place’ (20th) 
and ‘Time Murder’ (20th), very nice 


Great Lakes (Shea) (3.000; 30-50) 
—Arkansas Traveler’ (Par). Also 
slightly under last stanza for maybe 
fair $7,500. Last week ‘Drums’ (UA), 
came in with okay $8,100. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 25-40)—‘Boys 
Town’ (M-G) (2d run) (2d wk), Still 
strong, probably around $8,500. Last 
week, excellent $9,500. 

Lafayette (Ind) (3,300; 25-35)— 
‘Certain Age’ (U). A whiz. Looks 
like over $15,000, great. Last week 
(3d). ‘Can’t Take It’ (Col), with 
reduced top of 35c, went to swell 
$11,000. 











dual. Loy-Gable opus showing here 
after two nice stanzas at UA; should 
get okay $4,800. Last week, second, 
good $5,800 for Dracula’ (U) and 
‘Frankenstein’ (U), both reissues, 
following smash $16,000 first session. 
United Artists (UD) (2,000; 30-40- 
50)—‘Drums’ (UA). Given nice bally, 
but caught in general doldrums, for 
average $8,500. Last week, second, 
| good $7,500 on ‘Hot Handle’ (M-G), 
following nice $11,200 first sesh. 





turn at the theatre on opening day . 
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Theatrical Groups Win Fight to Keep 
Royal Command Vaude from the Air 





London, Oct 16. 


Final announcement by BBC ends 
hopes of Royal Command Variety 
Show broadcast next month. BBC 
states that Lord Chamberyrain has de- 
ferred to protests by Theatrical Man- 
agers Assn. and Cinematograph Ex- 
hibitors Assn., which claimed the 
broadcast would hit theatres to such 
an’ extent that it would conterbal- 
ance the good done to Variety Ar- 
tists’ Benevolent Fund, which gets 
the take. 

Situation was complicated by re- 
cent appointment of new Lord 
Chamberlain and possibility that he 
would grant airing okay. 

Last year BBC paid VABF $5,000 
for air rights. Before that, enter- 
tainment interests paid a high fee to 
keep the show off the air. Since the 
Coliseum has much greater capacity 
than the Palladium, it’s considered 
transferring the performance from 
the latter to the former will offset 
the loss in revenue that would have 
been felt by the Fund, 

Exhibs-Legit Mgrs. Team 

Exhibs, in their tussle to bust 
BBC’s broadcasts of big. variety 
shows from the stages of theatres, 
is expected to team with legit man- 
agers. If they win, it means not 
only will the Royal Command Vari- 
ety Show not go on the air any more 
but there will be no more radio pro- 
grams borrowing from actual the- 
atre performances. 

CEA played its first trump when 
it protested Gaumont-British be- 
coming connected with BBC for the 
opening of the company’s new up- 
town houses. Mark Ostrer, replying 
for G-B, said the firm will readily 
abandon the system provided other 
circuits do the same. 

Standing back of CEA is TMA, 
which has been pepped by success 
of its joint campaign with the exhibs 
and provincial organizations against 
relaying the Royal Command show. 
This body is now determined to 
make a general issue of the situa- 
tion, and first will go gunning for 
broadcasts of charity performances. 

BBC’s Charity Show 

Meantime, BBC is_ continuing 
plans to air an all-star program 
from Albert Hall, Oct. 28, when 
Queen Mary is to attend a charity 
concert for the London hospital. 
Broadcast, which will open at 9:45 
p.m., Greenwich time, will be re- 
layed to the U. S. 

Bill is topped by Gracie Fields, 
Reg Foort, radio organist; Harold 
Williams, tonsil swinger, and the 
Kneller Hall Band of 170 musicians. 
Louis Levy will come straight from 
an earlier BBC broadcast to guest- 
eonduct for Miss Fields. 

It’s a slap at theatres in more 
ways than one, as exhibs hoped they 
had muffled star air programs from 
theatre stages by reason of Ostrer’s 
response. Albert Hall show is out- 
side control of theatre organizations 
opposing such ether shows, and is 
also under royal patronage, which 
means it has to be handled with kid 
gloves. 


Hicks Makes Changes 


In Par’s European Setup 


London, Oct. 25. 

Paramount continental managers 
met with John W. Hicks, Jr., foreign 
distribution chief, here Sunday (23), 
his first conference with them since 
he arrived here on European trip. 
He named Tony Redding, advertis- 
ing-publicity manager for Great 
Britain territory, replacing G. H. 
Hawkins, who now returns to old 
spot in ad sales department in Eng- 
land. Redding had been manager of 
the Capitol, Dublin. . 
- Fred W. Lange, manager for the 
Continent; Henri Flarsfeld, manager 
in France; Andre Olsen, central Eu- 
ropean chief, and Andre Ullmann, in 
charge of Par theatres in France and 
the company’s Paris studio, conferred 
with Hicks. ‘Men with Wings’ and 
‘Artists and Models Abroad’ were 
shown the managers. 

Hicks plans to return to N. Y. 
Dec. 24. 








Mex’s ist Tinter 


Mexico City, Oct. 25. 
A feature in color is to be under- 
taken for the first time in Mexico 
by Pedro Caleron, who made ‘La 


ring vehicle. 

Pic to be ‘Las Aventuras de Zarco’ 
(Adventures of Zarco’) and starts 
this fall, 





| 
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Guizar Pic Starts 


Second Spanish-language picture 
Tito Guizar is making for Para- 
mount, for release in Latin-American 
territory, is getting under way this 
week at Grand National studios on 
the Coast. ‘Radio Troubador’ will 
be directed by Dick Harlan, director 


from Peru, who has been Cecil B. 
Demille’s assistant at Par. 

Feature probably will be ready for 
release before end of this year. 
Other Guizar Spanish languager was 
‘My Two Loves.’ 


Par Challenges 
England's Curb 


On Crisis Reels 


London, Oct. 14. 
Paramount is challenging the pol- 
icy of sidestepping live issues in 
newsreels and has boldly tackled the 
international situation and its reac- 
tion in the United Kingdom. Weak- 


nesses in national defense, disclosed 
during the Czech crisis, are frankly 
exposed in the current Par news. 
Views on the situash from all angles 
are discussed by Sir Samuel Hoare, 
Home Secretary; Herbert Morrison, 
Labor M.P., and leader of London 
County Council; Professor Haldane, 
outspoken critic of air raid precau- 
tions scheme, and other experts in 
exclusive interviews... 

Though this was the reel scissored 
by official order for ‘exposing’ 
Prime Minister Chamberlain’s di- 
plomacy, it now gets government 
support, with the Home Sec leading 
the backing. 

Morrison Hits Interference 

Morrison, who discussed national 
defense from the viewpoint of local 
authorities who have to operate na- 
tional plans, this week challenged 
official interference with newsreels. 
Inviting the industry to resist such 
moves, Morrison charged certain 
reels with exploiting Chamberlain's 
frenzied welcome, on his return from 
Munich, for political ends. 

Until the recent crisis, the topicals 
steered clear of censorship by a self- 
imposed policy of avoiding contro- 
versial matter, except, as with 
Movietone, when plugging blatantly 
imperialistic viewpoints. 

Only danger, as the newsreels see 
it, is when violently partisan ele- 
ments make unpalatable items an ex- 
cuse for disturbances. Together with 
many exhibs, they fear such demon- 
strations might some time incite 
panic or theatre wrecking, though it 
hasn’t happened yet. 

Seek ‘Time’ Cutting 


Latest issue of ‘March of Time’ has 
just come in for some similar atten- 
tion, with the Board of Censors jit- 
tery after viewing ‘Britain’s Dilem- 
ma.’ As truths of the compilation 
throw searchlight on British foreign 
policy over recent years, reel, they 
say, must be heavily scissored or it 
gets no certificate. If RKO were suf- 
ficiently daring, they might still of- 
fer it to exhibs with some certainty 
of local authorities of socialist bias 
overriding the censor. 

British Board of Censors has been 
particularly heavy on “Time’ in re- 
cent months, and it follows axiomati- 
cally that any sequence of profound 
U. K. interest gets the scissors 
wherever it by slightest inference 
challenges the ruling order. That it is 
not within the function of the board, 
as a trade-constituted body, is not 
considered. In the industry it is 
charged that subservience to govern- 














ment dictation is becoming increas- | 30 


ingly apparent. 

Government action against Par 
News will be raised in the House of 
Commons when Parliament reassem- 
bles next month. 

Question has already been tabled 
by a Member, who will demand to 


know if this censorship had the Prime 
Zandunga,’ Lupe Valez’s native star- 


Minister’s approval, why it was im- 
posed, and whether the government 
intends to continue such a practice. 
Similar query will be raised in the 
House of Lords. 


INTERNATIONAL NEWS 


Cable Address: VARIETY. LONDON 11 
Telephone Temple Bar 


5041-5042 








 Ostrers-Maxwell Sequel 





London, Oct. 25. 

Suit by Lawrence Howard against 
the Ostrers for $250,000, for having 
brought them together with John 
Maxwell, reached a settlement last 
week with the Ostrers. Judgment 
was entered for him, although the 
amount was not disclosed. 

Howard’s case was automatically 
won with Maxwell’s withdrawal of 
his suit, but likely that a settlement 
was made in connection with Max- 
well’s litigation. 


TOP WB DEAL ON 
FRENCH DISTRIB 


Largest distribution deal ever 
made in France by Warner Bros. has 
been closed, according to announce- 
ment by J. S. Hummel, general. for- 
eign sales manager. Contract was 
made with Gaumont Theatre circuit, 
consisting of 20 houses, including 10 
ace theatres in Paris and 10 first- 
runs in other key cities. A. Saltie, 
WB general manager for France, 
Belgium and Switzerland, closed 
pact, which covers ‘Robin Hood’ and 
10 other features WB has set for 
1938-39 release in this territory. 

‘Robin Hood’ (dubbed version) 
opens at 3,300-seat Rex Nov 24 in 
Paris. 

Gaumont circuit directorate inter- 
locks with several important public- 
ity channels, including Avenir Pub- 
licite,-and three radio. stations, in- 
cluding Luxembourg, which indi- 
cates WB releases will receive favor- 
ably publicity break. 


Bromley Clicks im Vaude, 
Nitery Double in London 


London, Oct. 25. 

At the Holborn Empire, Bob 
Bromley, doubling from the Savoy 
hotel, impresses as excellent novelty. 
He’s also a click at the hostelry. 

Also at the Holborn are McKay 
and Lavalee. Seem rather slow, but 
have strong finish. 

All-day fog hanging over city to- 
day (Tuesday) and crippling show 
biz. 

















See Amsterdam as New 
M-G Continent H’quarters 


Amsterdam, Oct. 17. 

Shift of Frits Strenghoit to Am- 
sterdam as general manager over 
six European countries here is re- 
garded as making this city Metro’s 
headquarters for central and north- 
ern Europe. He had been manager 
for Germany and central Europe for 
several years, living most of the time 
in Berlin. 

Strengholt moved to Amsterdam 
purportedly because of unfavorable 
conditions in Germany. He will also 
supervise Norway, Sweden, Den- 
mark, Finland, Esthonia and Lith- 
uania. Though headquartering at 
Amsterdam, European headoffice 
continues in Paris, under Laudy 
Lawrence. 


Current London Piays 


(With Dates When Opened) 








‘French Without Tears,’ Criterion—Novy., 


‘Robert's Wife,’ Globe—Nov. 23, '37. 
one My Girl,’ Victoria Palace—Dee. 
‘Nine Sharp,’ Little—Jan. 26, '38. 
‘Wild Oats,’ Princess—April 138, '38. 
‘Banana Ridge,’ Strand—Aprii 27, '38. 
mn Morning,’ Whitehall, May 26, 
3bPring Meeting,’ Ambassador — May 31, 


‘Lat’s Wife,’ Savoy—June 10. 

‘Comedienne,’ Aldwych—June 16. 

‘She Too Was Young,’ New—Aug. 16. 
. Fleet's Lit Up,’ Hippodrome—Aug. 


‘. 
‘George and Margaret,’ Piccadilly—Aug. 


‘Thou Shalt Not,’ Playhouse—Aug. 31, 

‘Running Riot,’ Gaiety—Aug. 31. 
‘Flashing Stream,’ Lyric—Sept. 1. 
‘Room for Two,’ Comedy—Sept. 6. 

‘Dear Octopus,’ Queens—Sept. 14. 
‘The Corn Is Green,’ Duchess—Sept. 20. 
‘Troilus and Cressida,’ Westminster— 

Sept. 21. 

— Mr. Chips,’ Shaftesbury—Sept. 
‘Elephant in Arcady,’ Kingsway--Oct. 5. 
‘The White Guard,’ Phoenix—Oct. 6. 
‘Bobby Get Your Gun,’ Adelphia—Oct. 7. 
‘Behind Blinds,’ Winter Garden—Oct. 10 


Oct. 11. 
‘A Party for Christmas,’ Arts—Oct. 11. 
‘Privates History,’ Gate—Oct. 12. 
‘Quiet Wedding,’ Wyndham’s—Oct. 14, 





‘When We Are Married,’ St. Martin’s— | 





J. H. Mason Secures Control of 160 
Theatres in N. Z. by Circuit Merger; 
G.U.T. Out, Has Pact on Film Distrib 





} 


‘2 LONDON PLAYS FOLD 
-—ARTER SHORT RUNS 


London, Oct. 25, 

London’s legit saw two closings the 
past week. 

‘Last Trump’ folded at Duke of 
York’s theatre last Saturday (22) 
after six weeks. “Tree of Eden’ exited 
Apollo theatre last night (Monday). 
Show opened Oct. 12. 


Hall Would End 
Aussie Waste 
Prod. Activity 


Melbourne, Sept. 29. 

A proposition to help government 
officials here on their quota situa- 
tion has been suggested by Ken G. 
Hall, Cinesound producer. He would 
make local productions maintain a 
specified standard, Claims that the 
best way to keep fly-by-night pro- 
ducers out of the field is to have 
them put up a bond of $500, in ad- 
vance, for each picture. Producer 
would forfeit the $500 on each pic- 
ture he failed to produce. 


Government plans to tighten up on 
producing in this state by exercising 
more care in granting screening 
certificates, according to latest in- 
dications. Also reported .that a 
similar plan will be imposed in New 
South Wales shortly. Hall’s plan will 
be given full consideration. 

Whole idea now is to make it im- 
possible for poor quality local pro- 
ductions to be foisted on the public 
under quota protection. Trade ex- 
perts say that some of early produc- 
tions never should have been given 
screening permission. 

Excluding Cinesound, producing in 
Victoria and N. South Wales is at a 
marked low ebb. Lack of coin is 
mostly to blame, American interests 
refuse to put up coin for haphazard 
producing ventures, locals won't 
make personal investments and the 
government thus far has failed to 
furnish any subsidy. It has been 
proposed that U. S. distributors be 
taxed to assist home producers. If 
this is done, current suggestion to 
halt fly-by-night producers is seen as 
going far towards establishing pro- 
duction locally on a firm basis. 





| 
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London’s Lyceum to Be 
Razed for Office Building 


London, Oct. 17. 

Lyceum, one of the oldest theatres 
in the West End,.and once the home 
of Sir Henry Irving, will soon be 
razed. House has been the prop- 
erty of Walter and Frederick Mel- 
ville for the last 20 years. Condition 
of legacy is that legatees must not 
speculate in show producing, only 
being allowed to rent theatre for 
other ventures. Exception is made 
in case of annual pantomime, a 
family tradition at this house for 
years. 

Pantomime will be produced for 
the last time by Bert Hammond, the 
manager, who has been with the 
Melvilles practically since they be- 
came the owners. After the panto- 
mime, due next March, the house 
will be torn down and an office 
building erected in its stead. Al- 
though deal is not revealed, under- 
stood buyer is a private syndicate, 
connected with the Beecham Trust, 
which is said to have paid over 
$600,000 for the property. 





Holland Bans ‘Prison Nurse’ 


The Hague, Oct. 17. 

Republic’s ‘Prison Nurse,’ with 
Henry Wilcoxon and Marian Marsh, 
has been banned by the Board of 
Censors, which has an aversion for 
gangster and prison stories. 

Verdict, however, surprises, as 
‘Nurse’ is not particularly strong. 











Wellington, N. Z., Oct. 25. 

Merger of principal New Zealand 
theatre circuits, both legitimate 
houses and cinemas, which will bring 
160 to 180 theatres together under 
the J. H. Mason banner, virtually 
has been completed. Outstanding 
featuré of big deal is that it means 
that Greater Union Theatres moves 
out of New Zealand completely while 
retaining a working agreement 
which will enable its product (Cine- 
sound) to obtain full bookings. 

Fuller-Hayward group (Sir Ben 
Fuller), J. C. Williamson, New Zea- 
land Theatres, Inc, West Coast 
Amusements (N. Z.) and Christ 
Church Cinemas all are merged into 
one corporation, name of which has 
not been definitely selected. GUT 
has sold its British Empire Films 
exchanges also to the new group. 

Lyall Grant, former manager for 
BEF, becomes general manager for 
Mason on his return from U. S. 
Laurie Quinn becomes general man- 
ager for BEF while Sir Ben Fuller’s 
son also will have a spot in the New 
Zealand setup. 





Vancouver, Oct. 25. 


Lyall Grant, slated to be the J. H. 
Mason manager for the combined 
circuits of New Zealand theatres, 
sails for N. Z. today (Tuesday) from 
Vancouver after a five-month tour of 
the United States and Europe, during 
which he studied theatre construc- 
tion and operations. 

Says he had no knowledge of the 
merger. 


Hoyts, Tiveh im Joint 
Deal for Showing of 
Aussie Act Imports 


Sydney, Oct. 7. 

Charles Munro, director of Hoyts, 
has completed a deal whereby top 
imported acts under contract here to 
Tivoli Theatres will concurrently 
also play his chain. Understood that 
Hoyts is paying a percentage of ime 
portation cost, plus a salary split, 
Means that acts will do four shows 
daily, two for Tivoli and two for 
Hoyts. 








Greater Union Theatres previously 


had a tie with Tivoli for certain acts, 
but apparently Munro has outbid 
them for imported talent to be 
spotted with pictures. Learned that 
Munro would not agree to a deal 
unless his chain could play a desired 
act in each center current with the 
Tivoli running. Said he didn’t want 
imported material that had been 
around the vaude chain and played 
out insofar as b.o. pull was con- 
cerned. 

Unknown as yet what action will 
be taken by GUT to combat Munro’s 
move. Currently, GUT is running 
amateur trials at the Capitol here, 
once weekly, 

Situation makes it better particu- 
larly for U. S. acts, whose importa- 
tion among foreign acts is greatest. 
Means that Australia can offer them 
a heavy stay, plus the opportunity 
of renewing options for additional 
time. Tivoli is mainly concerned in 
territory covering Sydney and Mel- 
bourne, with an occasional run in 
New Zealand. Usual playing time is 
10 weeks with option. 


Goltz Follows Loew 
As UA’s Mgr. in Japan 


Joe Goltz has been appointed 
United Artists’ manager in Japan by 
Arthur W. Kelly, vice-president in 
charge of foreign sales. He succeeds 
A. A. Loew, who returns to N. Y. for 
a vacation and a new assignment. 

Goltz has been with M-G in South 
America and the Orient for the last 
10 years. Sails for new post Satur- 
day (29). 

Julian D. Bermann, Metro man- 
ager in Japan, who has been con- 
ferring at New York office for the 
last week, leaves for Tokyo last of 
week. Bermann returns via the 
Coast. 
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QB | between a bomber and_ pursuit beg hee he'll kill the kids’ unhealth 
MEN WITH WINGS planes, etc., are equally awe-inspir- Minia tur Review : eéoretied . Although the deathhouse : DANGEROUS SECRETS 
(COLOR) ing. The camera crew was headed e $ scene itself is a harrowing one, that (BRITISH-MADE) 
Paramount release of Wiliiam A. Well- by W. Howard Greene, who rates a simulated cowardice angle seems Grand National release of Hugh Pere 
. Features Fred MacMur- | big palm. . 


‘an production. 

vale Ray Milland, Louise Campbell, Andy 
Pevine, Walter Abel... Directed by William 
A. Wellman. Story. and adaptation, Rob- 
ert Carson; editor, Tommy Scott; photog- 
raphy, W. Howard Greene. At Paramount, 
N. ¥., on preview Oct, 20, ‘38. Running 
time, 102 mins. 

Pat Falooner....ssseseees Fred MacMurray 


Scott BarmeS..ccsseseseccecees Ray Milland 
Peggy Ranmson...........+. Louise Campbell 
Joe GIDDBS. ..-..csercreccecess Andy Devine 
Hank Rimebow............. Lynne Overman 
Hiram F. Jenkins.............. Porter Hall 
Nick Ra@mSOR......6-sseeeesveee Walter Abel 
Marthan Rangon..............i Kitty Kelly 
J. Be MOMMR.. ccccceccccssccees James Burke 
Colonel Hadley.......... Willard Robertson 
Peggy Falconer (3).......- Virginia Weider 
Pat Falconer (10)......... Donald O'Connor 
Scott Barnes (10).....0.-ececesees Bil Cook 
Mra. Pelbicswceercnececcses Dorothy Tennant 
First WemManm......scessevess Helen Dickson 
Second WoOMAM.........50-e05- Lillian West 
MAtPrOM. sc cc ccc cccscsssccceses Grace Goodall 
Telegraph Operator....... Charles Williams 





‘Men With Wings’ is a giant bomb- 
er from the Paramount hangar. De- 
signed on a lavish scale by the skilled 
air picture mechanic, William A. 
Wellman, and polished off beautifully 
in Technicolor, it will triumph 
through rain, sleet or snow for any 
account placing it to a test. Given 
the gun on exploitation and advertis- 
ing, Wellman’s aerial colossus should 
search out the b.o: beacon lights for 
handsome profits: It has been very 
ably publicized in advance of release, 
having received unusual plugging on 
the radio, and needs nothing more 
than expert piloting to come through 
for a happy landing. 


It may not match ‘Test Pilot, which 
it parallels in a somewhat distant 
manner, but it won’t be far behind 
that epic of the air turned out by 
Metro. “Test Pilot’ had the advantage 
of stronger marquee values in Gable- 
Loy-Tracy, but Wellman’s production 
is anything but odious in comparison 
in any particular. 


It has a very able cast, a good 
story, breadth, historical scope, ro- 
mance, comedy, pathos and last but 
not least great photographic beauty. 
The action scenes, including a dog 
fight in the air, are exceptionally im- 
pressive. While the romance, involv- 
ing three people, is subjugated to a 
program carrying out the story of the 
development of aviation from Kitty 
Hawk, N. C., in 1903 down to the 
present, the love interest is never left 
very far in the background. 


There is enough built around the 
lives of many people figuring in the 
large cast, from kids to grownups, to 
satisfy the women, although there is 
no reason why the femmes should 
not experience the same thrills as the 
men over the fine aerial action and 
other ingredients. There are numer- 
ous touching scenes, such as the 
opening with the kids and the pio- 
neer flier who burns to death; a'so 
the turn that’s taken later when the 
young wife and baby are left alone 
time and again as wars come up. 


Wellman has made his picture as 
factual as he could and, in addition 
to much research, employed large 
staffs of mechanics on planes during 
the filming. Story stems from the 
beginning of aviation when the 
Wright brothers got off the ground at 
Kitty Hawk 35 years ago. It opens 
on the refusal of a small-town editor 
to believe the story of a breathless 
reporter that he had just seen a man 
fly. History is that this reporters 
story, placed on the wires and scoop- 


ing the world,-was used by. only three | ¥. 


newspapers when filed. Walter Abel, 
the reporter, takes up uying at the 
beginning and perishes on his first 
attempt in a fire scene that is both 
very impressive and touching as wife 
and children view the disaster. 


In this first scene the three kids of 
the picture, who grow up into Fred 
MacMurray, Ray Milland and Louise 
Campbell, are charmingly pictured in 
an effort to fly with a kite, sueccess- 
ful as it happens. Virginia Weidler 
is particularly cute in this sequence. 
The two boys, childfully in love with 
her, are Donald O’Connor and Billy 
Cook, also playing themselves very 
naturally and effectively. 


Action progresses thro various 
stages of Wellman’s aviation caval- 
cade down to the last, when Mac- 
Murray, leaving his wife (Louise 
Campbell) and baby again for the 
Sino-Jap war, takes the final count, 
and Milland, disappointed suitor but 
faithful friend, steps in to take his 
place at home. Milland plays his part 
with fine restrain, understanding and 
poise. The reckless but fairly likable 
character of the flier who can’t stay 
down, done to a crisp by MacMurray, 
is reminiscent of Gable in ‘Test Pilot,’ 
which also contained the wife angle. 
Andy Devine is around as a mechanic 
and friend for comedy purposes, 
while for additional risibility there 
is the team of Porter Hall, small- 
town editor, and Lynne Overman, his 
chief of staff. Hall is excellent in his 
assignment. Kitty Kelly is disposed 
of early, but she’s very good in the 
footage in which she figures. 


_ Miss Campbell, who screens excep- 
tionally well, is a romantic find for 
pictures. She’s youthful, speaks her 
lines well, has a lot of bridled charm 
and, from all the signs, should go far. 
Miss Campbell has been playing in 
‘B’ product for Par. 

Wellman directed as well as pro- 
duced. A world war flyer himself, 
among his hits was ‘Wings,’ which 
was distinguished for dog-fighting in 
the air, His sequence in ‘Men With 
Wings’ dealing with that phase, is a 
Photographic standout. Other scenes, 

ealing with flights, tests, the race 





The Technicolor tinting is along 
pastel lines, avoiding sharpness in 
contrast of hues as much as possible. 
Shots of action in the air, of land- 
scapes, mountains, fields, ete., are all 





prismatically superb. Char. 
(BRITISH-MADE) 
Hollywood, Oct. 25. 
Metro release of King Vidor preduction. 
Features Robert Donat and Rosalind Rus- 
sell. Directed by King Vidor. Screenplay 


by Ian Dalrymple, Frank Wead, Elizabeth 
Hill; based on novel by A. J. Cronin; added 


dialog. Emtyn Williams: camera, Harry 
Straddling: asst. director, Pen Tennyson; 
editor, Charles Frend. Previewed at 


Westwood Village. 
time, 112 minutes, 


Oct, 21, ’38. Running 


PA 0 cage sccktpbe~cccisneds Robert Donat 
Oe Pa oe Rosalind Russell 
SL “4-0 6 nah acaats.<.c a eae < Ralph Richardsen 
ee ee eee eee Rex Harrison 
ew MEO OP Cero ree Emlyn Williams 
Toppy LeRoy....... Penelope Dudley Ward 
Beon-, Chemitie..icccccesess Francis Sullivan 
ee ers eee Mary Clare 
Ges. DO todh vicdaaecsede Cecil Parker 
Mrs. Thornton.............Nora Swinburne 
a Edward Chapman 
LOGP - MROUOTES . .ccantssscee Athene Seyler 
Dt, - GG wien cee 044 aenaeae Felix Aylmer 
Sere Joyce Bland 
Be, QI  océscsvcctseban Percy Parsons 
Mrs.. Page ven eneD ete ameree Dilvs Davis 
pewter. FOG. . of. od oss ccaneececets Basil Géli 
Dr. A.’ H. Liewellyn.....<..e+ Joss Ambler 





‘The Citadel’ is Metro’s second 
British-made production. It’s an ef- 
fective drama based on A. J. Cron- 
in’s novel which generated quite a 
controversy in medical circles due to 
presentation of its subject matter. 
As a boxoffice entry it will attract 
the carriage trade and class audi- 
ences in the deluxers primarily. 
Marquee strength being limited, it 
will average up for ordinary atten- 
tion in America. Plus its British 
market revenue, which should be 
extraordinary, Metro will come out 
all right. Donat is a name abroad, 
and while not comparable to Taylor’s 
‘Yank at Oxford,’ it’s slated for nice 
b.o. results all told. 


Production has been carefully 
executed and given fine all-around 
mounting. King Vidor had a basic 
story to his liking, and steered the 
picture through most _ capably. 
Numerous passages shine brilliantly 
with those deft human touches that 
first- brought Vidor to prominence. 

Script keeps quite close to the 
novel, and is nicely paced to prevent 
dragging sequences during the 
lengthy 112 minutes’ running time. 
Major change for picture purposes 
was switch to provide a happy end- 
ing. 

Story details the adventures of a 
young physician who starts out with 
high ideals and _ determination to 
help humanity. When Welsh miners 
object to his research to prevent 
tuberculosis in the community, he 
goes to London, gets in with a 
coterie of mulcting doctors who 
brush aside medical ethics in their 
chase for money. Snapped out of 
his new surroundings by a bungling 
operation on his best friend, the 
young physician discards the shams 
of money for his original ideals, 


Robert Donat is excellent as the 
young doctor, giving a most seasoned 

rformance of high excellence. 
Rosalind Russell turns in a sincere 
and sympathetic portrayal of the 
oung wife who struggles through 
at his side, and gets him back to his 
ideals after the London experiences. 
Donat and Miss Russell carry larg- 
est portion of story movement, but 
supporting performances are uni- 
formly fine. Standouts are Ralph 
Richardson, Mary Clare and Fran- 
cis Sullivan. 

Picture is studded with many 
brilliantly human and dramatic se- 
quences. Success of Donat in re- 
viving a stillborn baby in a work- 
er’s home is a real heart-puller; 
chiller is episode where entrapped 
miner’s arm is amputated in cave- 
in; and vivid drama springs forth 
when Donat stands by while his best 
friend dies during ngled opera- 
tion performed by the incompetent, 
sotlal-cllesbing surgeon. 

‘The Citadel’ has been given ad- 
vantages of best production effort, 
and compares favorably with pro- 
duction quality of pictures made on 
the Culver City lot. 


GIRLS ON PROBATION 


Warner Bros. release of Bryan Foy pro- 
duction. Features Jane Bryan, Ronald 
Reagan, Anthony Averill, Sheila Bromley, 
Henry O'Neill, Elisabeth Risdon, Sig 
Rumann. Directed by William McGann. 
Story and adaptation, Crane Wilbur; editor, 
Frederick Richards; photography, Arthur 


Todd. At Criterion, N. ¥., week Oct. 20, 
‘38. Running time, 6¢ mins. 

Commie ECOG: 15 fs oo ccccccccsges Jane Bryan 
eae ere Renald Reagan 
OR TARE. TS. oh eins cheqocds Anthony Averill 
Hilda Engstrom............ Sbeila Bromley 
Se Py rerrrerey sss Henry O'Neill 
BE MEINE s 66860 vec savdee Elisabeth Risdon 
Roger Heath...................Sig Rumann 
Pe Dorothy Peterson 
Ds EL, sn acc cssedeabees Esther Dale 
Gloria Adams...............Susan Hayword 
py, we eer re Larry Williams 
BED, TMSCTOER. «00. cc ccccccese Arthur Hoyt 
PM CER cdecctpecccctedsen Peggy Shannon 
Be occ ccecavevcecvccitécese Lenita Lane 





A typical Warner Bros. melodrama 
on which the press book suggests 





that lurid selling is the way it should 
be handled, ‘Girls on_Probation’ is | 
one from the Bryan Foy ‘B’ work-. 
bench that should get along all right. | 
Sell it from the prison and proba- | 





‘Men With Wings’ (Par). 
Lavish air spectacle in Tech- 
nicolor that means big busi- 
ness, 

‘The Citadel’ (M-G). British 
made film for class audiences; 
general interest limited. Strong 
for the Anglo market. 

‘Girls on Probation’ (WB). 
Prison meller of familiar cut 
that should do all right as a 
‘B’ entry. 

‘Angels With Dirty Faces’ 
(WB). Another ‘Dead End’ kids 
yarn, with Cagney-O’Brien re- 
united to add marquee draw. 

‘Sunset Trail’ (Par). One of 
best in Hopalong Cassidy series. 

‘Dangerous Secrets’ (GN). 

Enthralling, English-made tri- 
angle drama; no name draw, 
but strong enough for duals. 











tion angle. Tieups with local proba- 
tion organizations, since the system 
of probation is considered very satis- 
factorily, ought to help its face at 
the box office. : 


The cast does not include strong 
WB marquee talent, but perform- 
ances by the various members of 
the company are adequate. Ronald 
Reagan seems a little lightweight as 
a d.a., and is perhaps a little too soft 
for that kind of a job, but other- 
wise, especially romantically, he 
serves well. The two girls figuring 
in prison difficulties and probation 
are Sheila Bromley and Jane Bryan, 
the former a toughie who deserves 
her desserts, the latter the innocent 
victim of circumstances. Anthony 
Averill is creditable as the bad boy, 
bumped off for the finish, while good 
characterizations are done by Henry 
O’Neill, Elisabeth Risdon and Sig 
Rumann. 


The story, an original by Crane 
Wilbur, is routine, but moves along 
swiftly and contains the desired plot 
situations, love interest, action, etc. 
Prison scenes strike a note of au- 
thenticity and afford some comedy 
relief. Small part of a hoosegow 
matron, played by Kate Lawson, has 
punch. Wilbur’s dialog generally 
does not rise above the average. In 
spots it is considerably below. 


The story opens in a small town 
which has the honor, however, of 
having a cleaning and dyeing estab- 
lishment that looks like Radio City. 
It is here that one of the featured 
girls working in the place ‘borrows’ 
a dress that gets torn. This torn 
gown results in a major investiga- 
tion, though it was a little this side 
of murder obviously, and one of the 
girls is. prosecuted. Running into 
her former cleaning store colleague, 
now engaged in a bank holdup, Miss 
Bryan gets mixed up in that inno- 
cently and goes to prison, but shortly 
lands on probation. It’s all melo- 
drama of a familiar cut with inci- 
dents suited to the desired action, 
but will satiate the appetites for this 
sort of thing. 


William McGann directed, getting 
out apparently what was wanted in 
what amounts to a fairly workman- 
like job, except for the incon- 
sistencies. Char. 


Angels With Dirty Faces 


Uarner Bros. release of Sam Bischoff 
production. Stars James Cagney, Pat 
O’Brien; features ‘Dead End’ kids, Hum- 
phrey Bogart, Ann Sheridan, George Ban- 
croft. Directed by Michael Curtiz. Screen- 
play by John Wexley and Warren Duff, 
from original story by Rowland Brown; 
music, Max Steiner; camera, Sol Polito; 
dialog director, Jo Graham; editor, Owen 


Marks. Reviewed in Projection .Room, N. 
Y., Oct. 20, '38; running time, 97 mins. 
Rocky Sullivan.............. James Cagney 
SOG Te - kwdainssotsenede Pat O’Brien 
James Frazier.........5- Humphrey Bogart 
Laury Ferguson............. Ann Sheridan 
BD MOOG i 6 occ wancsctiace George Bancroft 
a , MELTTE CTL eer ee Billy Halop 
DUNG kc aiVedsenes stig ee oe hane Bobby Jordan 
ME, 0 0ecsvewtessconssenscaaasee Leo Gorcey 
PEE csvdecevesvevevtasotioacsé ..Gabriel Dell 
- ire errr err Huntz Hall 
ROD «0s scdeduandehanwss Bernard Punsley 
GO +0 os veke b§e 60054 F400 scenes Joe Downing 
BERS ssc cakscetsebiiadts Edward Paw 
RS rey oy eee Adrian Morris 
Fre ree Frankie Burke 
SF COT a oc toe venesecses William Tracey 
Laury (Child).......... Marilyn Knowlden 


And the St. Brendan's Church Choir 





Another typical ‘Dead End’ kids 
picture, but with the single exception 
that it has James Cagney and Pat 
O’Brien to bolster the dramatic in- 
terest and give boxoffice draw. It’s 
Cagney’s and O’Brien’s second film 
together since the former’s split with 
Warners. On the strength of the Cag- 
ney-O’Brien combo, ‘Angels’ should 
do fair business, but the picture itself 
is no bonfire. That ‘Dead End’ kid 
story has already been told too many 
times. 

For this edition Cagney is the ten- 
derloin toughie who’s the idol of the 


gutter-bred youngsters because of his 
criminal exploits and cocky bel- 
ligerence. Pat O’Brien is the priest 
who was a boyhood chum of Cag- 
ney’s and who seeks to retrieve the 
neighborhood kids from trying to 
emulate their gangster hero. There’s 
a singular ending for the story which 
has Cagney pretending to turn yel- 
low as he goes to the electric chair 





completely implausible. Few spec- 
tators will believe that any such 
egoist as Cagney plays would ever 
thus defy all his Ceepest and strong- 
est instincts. It is a novel twist to a 
commonplace story, but it’s thor- 
oughly hokey. ‘ 

With few exceptions the picture 
is skillfully and handsomely pro- 
duced. ile the story is 
tinguished, it is forcefully told. Also 
the screenplay contains many effec- 
tive cinematic touches. However, 
additional cutting could have made 
the yarn more compact. In general 
the direction is adroit and eloquent, 
but there are occasional camera 
cliches. And in at least one instance 
the same set is used for two sup- 
posedly different locales. 

As their joint popularity attests, 
Cagney and O’Brien form an irre- 
sistible team. Their personalities 
and acting ‘styles offer both a blend 
and an eloquent contrast. For Cagney 
the picture is likely to bring added 
prestige, for the bantam rooster of a 
racketeer is just the kind of part he 
plays best. He has a swagger and an 
aw-go-to-hell pugnacity that iliu- 
mines a toughie characterization. 
That natural talent is accentuated in 
this yarn, particularly in his. scrappy 
scenes with the ‘Dead End’ kids. For 
once these young ruffians find their 
perfect match in screen arrogance, 
belligerence and plain orneriness. 
When Cagney slaps them around he 
makes their roughhouse stuff seem 
like sunparlor pat-a-cake. 


‘Possibly keyed up by the electri- 
fying company, Pat O’Brien gives an 
eminently credible performance of 
the mild-mannered, two-fisted, com- 
Passionate priest. Of course, the 
part’s a natural, just as Cagney’s is, 
but O’Brien plays it~with quiet sin- 
cerity that rounds out a _ thought- 
fully-conceived character. It’s a par- 
ticularly notable job for the actor, 
since he uses his voice more skill- 
fully than habitually. ‘The ‘Dead 
End’ kids are as rambunctious as 
usual. Ann Sheridan walks through 
the two-dimensional part of Cagney’s 
girl, while Humphrey Bogart, George 
O’Brien and Joe Downing play stock 
gangsters. Playing Cagney as a boy, 
Frankie Burke sounds so much like 
his grown-up self that the spectator 
might be pardoned for suspecting 
that the voice was dubbed. Hobe. 


SUNSET TRAIL 


Hollywood, Oct. 19. 
Paramount release of Harry Sherman pro- 
duction. Features William Boyd, George 
Hayes, Russell Hayden. Directed by Les- 
ley Selander. Screenplay and dialog by 





Norman Houston; based on ° characters 
created by Clarence E. Mulford; camera, 
Russell arlan; editor, Robert Warwick. 


Previewed in Projection Room, Oct. 18, "38. 
Running time, 67 mins. 


Hopalong Cassidy............ William Boyd 
Windy TRO seh oc isiscck vcs George Hayes 
Lucky Jenkins...4......... Russell Hayden 
Mm.. BERR se hc 666 ccesse Charlotte Wynters 
BOGOR, sas 6s 60sec cavedes Jane Clayton 
pe B® RP rrrrrrrey ee Robert Fiske 
, ee ee Kenneth Harlan 
oe. 2» | Pen Anthony Nace 
Abigail Snodgrass......... Kathryn Sheldon 
E. Prescoit Furbush.......... Maurice Cass 
Superintendent ............ Alphonse Ethier 


MOOS ~s 56 0 ken Bsns Puedes Glenn Strange 
Sete: MOGOTEs 5 i ieee occ cccce Claudia Smith 


There’s plenty of good entertain- 
ment in ‘Sunset Trail,’ latest of Hop- 
along Cassidy series, and picture 
stacks up as one of the best in recent 
releases of the group. Mixing com- 
edy elements with: the necessary 
drama and hard riding expected of a 
western, picture is nicely rounded 
out from all angles. 

William Boyd essays the masquer- 
ade of a stumbling dude in order to 
uncover the suave bad man of Silver 
City. He gives lightness and humor 
in the middle passages until the 
whirlwind finish, where he unleashes 
his real two-fisted identity which has 


made him a known figure in the 
west. 


George Hayes and Russell Hayden, 
pals of Boyd in other releases of the 
series, continue in this one. Hayes 
gives usual capable characterization 
of the oldtimer, while Hayden 
handles his role in usual fashion. 
Charlotte Wynters is sincere as the 
widowed ranch owner, while Robert 
Fiske handles heavy spot with stand- 
ard portrayal. Kathryn Sheldon 
snags several laughs as spinster chas- 
ing Hayes. 

One factor responsible for above- 
par rating of this series in the west- 
ern classification is the unusual 
scenery selected for backgrounds. 
Cameraman Russell Harlan turns in 
a fine job of lens work, and generally 
is able to have some fine clusters of 
clouds hanging in the background 
skies. General photographic com- 
position is of high rating. 

Story details adventures of Boyd, 
commissioned by the stage line to 
uncover the murderer of rancher 
who had just sold his cattle herd. 
Boyd goes to the town as a dude 
ranch guest of Charlotte Wynters, 
widow of the rancher, who started 
idea to keep herself and daughter. 
Serial numbers of bills play paft in 
uncovering Fiske and his gang as the 
murderers. and stolen money is re- 
turned to Miss Wynters by Boyd. 

Screen play and dialog by Norman 
Houston is crisply set up. Lesley 
Selander turned in nice job of di- 
recting, nicely spacing the comedy 








and dramatic sequences for most 
effect. 








ceval production: Stars Paul Lukas; feae 
tures Hugh Williams, Linden Travers, 
Marie Ney. Directed by Edmond Greville. 
Screenplay and dialog, Basil Mason; came. 
era, Ronald Neame; musical director, 
George Walter; film editor, Ray Pitt. At 
Central, N. Y., Oct. 24, °38, dual. Rune 
ning time, 59 mins. 

Prof. Paul Bernardy............ Paul Lukas 





Helen Bermardy............ Linden Travers 
Jim Wyndham.............. Hugh Williams 
Martha Russell................. Marie Ney 
RENE GIs hs bass 60s ccc eveed ds Renee Gadd 
CRE ens ce cb ees sts s ceases Fred Withers 
BEF. COMMGRH. 6. vc ececese Howard Douglas 

With proper exploitation, this 


might be turned into a sleeper. Main 
drawback will be the lack of mar- 
quee pull, since only Paul Lukas is 
well known in the U.S. Hugh Wil- 
liams has a Broadway legit rep, but 
the remainder of the cast are un- 
knowns. However, ‘Dangerous Se- 
crets’ is a continuously absorbing 
drama that should be a natural for 
lower billing in the duals and could 
even rate the top shelf if shrewdly 
sold. 

English-made triangle yarn is an 
unpretentious, obviously inexpensive 
production, but it has an arresting 
idea, is competently scripted, adroitly 
directed and persuasively played. It 
presents a group of sensitive, sensible 
and thoroughly believable characters 
enmeshed in a baffling, if under- 
standableée situation. It moves stead- 
ily and unhurriedly to its climax, 
sternly avoids gaudy melodramatics, 
and offers an unspectacularly sane 
solution to its problem. That may 
not be showmanship by ndrmal mo- 
tion -picture standards, but in this 
case it’s adult drama and compelling 
entertainment. 

Story deals with the meeting of a 
man and a girl in a London restau- 
rant, their spending the evening to- 
pucnes their realization that they 
ove each other and their separation 
early in the morning, he to go-to 
India, she to return to her scientific 
studies. He subsequently cables to 
ask her to marry him, but she never 
receives the message. = - 

On his return five years later he 
finds her married to her kindly, af- 
fectionate, mild science professor. 
They are thrown together and realize 
they still leve each other. The hus- 
band’s jealousy is aroused and the 
wife and the former sweetheart are 
on the verge of running away to- 
gether, but they hear the husband 
defend his wife against a servant’s 
accusations. So the sweetheart goes 
away and the husband and wife, with 
a new understanding and loyalty, are 
together at the fade... 

There’s obviously nothing new or 
startling in that story. But it has 
been sympathetically and skillfully 
treated so that the characters and 
situations emerge as human and en- 
grossing. Although the production 
has many technical flaws; such as 
bad lighting and photography, woe- 
fully inadequate sound and clumsy 
editing, the direction is lucid and 
deft, maintaining a quiet, slowly- 
mounting imtensity. There is an 
avoidance of shallow histrionics, and, 
after some laborious montage effects 
at the beginning, the players and 
camera are shrewdly manipulated to 
illumine the dramatie force and stir 
the spectator’s imagination. 

_The underplaying of all the prin- 
cipal players, besides being admir- 
ably suited to the las ay od they 
portray, emphasizes rather n les- 
sens the drama’s conviction. Paul 
Lukas is ideally cast as the gentle 
professor and he gives an eloquent 
performance. Linden Travers, as the 
wife, has a lustrous beauty and she 
Lee Ag with unde = poig- 
nan seem gene f Hugh ms 
intelligent sincere as the ‘other 
man,’ while Marie Ney is credible as 
the husband’s loyal but warped old 
servant. 

‘Dangerous Secrets’ is not an A 
production. But it is an adult, gen- 
uine, dignified and worthwhile pic- 
ture that should earn a substantial 
profit on its modest oe 

obe. 


GUILTY TRAILS 


(WITH SONGS) 
Universal production and release. 
Bob Baker. Directed by George Wagener. 
Original y, Joseph West; camera, 
Gus Peterson; editor, Carl Pierson; songs, 
Fleming Allen; musical scorer, Frank 


Stars 


Sanucci. At Liberty, Lincoln, dual, Rune 
ning time, 57 mins. 

Does dercaadvivobeededeodss eh is Bob Baker 
DMG itd inn icsdewecdse Marjorie Reynolds 
Seno 55s. so ctindbs cee ss ct Hal Talioferro 
Bons +o siaccuke hac dete Georgia O’ Dell 
BOR. cating + 65 ctw thdews does Jack Rockwell 
 cmadhitedd Cae TT OE COR Carleton Young 
SM ss 5s 6 Be Ad ehnks o hike co Forrest Taylor 
GUIEE y :4.5-ccdghbddee veil iivs cn Glenn Strange 
GOGRSs 26 i cecnesaae & « Murdock MeQuarrie 


i Fe SO te Jack Kirk 





Bob Baker followers have a good 
story in ‘Guilty Trails,’ and the 
whole shooteree is a little classier 
than some of the past tries. Same 
foundation as all westerns, from 
which deviation seems to be the 
signal for b. o. catastrophe in this 
field. Baker chirps a few songs, the 
topper being ‘Ring Around the Moon 
Tonight.’ Marjorie Reynolds on a 
mountainside is his vis-a-vis. 

Situation is that Forrest Taylor 

paid banker Jack Rockwell’s 
note off, and owns his ranch, Rock- 
well engineers a fake holdup, pots 
Taylor at the right moment to make 
it look like Baker, the sheriff. has 
killed his best friend. Rockwell also 
lifts the note and the ranch is again 
in hock for $10,009. Heir, figured a 

(Continued on page 15) 
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GUILTY TRAILS 


(Continued from page 13) 

boy, shows up to be a girl, so Baker 
goes to work for her in an effort to 
straighten the tangle. — ; 

Baker, with Hal Taliaferro, against 
Rockwell and Carleton Young, pro- 
vide the show with most of its runr 
ning time, all other performances, 
even the femme portion (Marjorie 
Reynolds and Georgia O'Dell), being 
mostly incidental. Plenty of clips of 


hard riding, probably too much in| 


the early part of the film. 7 
Joseph West’s screenplay is oke, 
likewise George Waggner’s direction. 
Other departments of technical na- 
ture, up td normal. Cinch for the 
average Bob Baker biz. Barn. 


PRISON TRAIN 


Hollywood, Oct. 25. 
Equity release of Malcolm-Browne pro- 
Auction. Directed by Gordon Wiles. Screen- 
play by Spencer Towne from story by 
Mathew Borden; camera, Marcel Le Pic- 


ard. Reviewed in Projection Room, Oct. 
17, '388. Running time, 66 mins. 

Wreagitie TOG... cceeccctccues Fred Keating 
Torigd Terriss. ccccesvcccsere Linda Winters 
GOOPHOs o 0.60 0060000teeee dane se Clarence Muse 
Maxine. ....cccccccccvecet*eves Faith Bacon 
Manny Robbins......:: Alexander Leftwich 
JO@ RObDINS....cccccescsacces James Blakely 
Steward.....ciscececccesecess.5am Bernard 
BROS ve 0 40-0404 58045655550 dE8 John Pearson 
BulleM. ...cccccccvscccccacess Nestor Paiva 
BEOCORS, 6:< 0:56.60 ddecewneesdsecece Val Stanton 
BUT BAGONG. «0 6cscccccsceeesion Peter Potter 
SP vc oa sa8%s yes eeecedecsuseen Kit Guard 
District Attorney........ Franklyn Farnum 
pS LAPT T TTT TT Tre George Lloyd 
PAATOINCSO ss ci ccvccccccccses Harry Anderson 





Drama of minor caliber that will 
find its level in lower brackets of 
duals where audiences are not too 
particular. Obviously turned out for 
short budget, picture shows much 
corner-cutting to save coin. 


After establishing competing mobs 
in numbers’ racket, gangster Fred 
Keating starts across country in a 
prison train for stretch in Alcatraz. 
Revenge of opposition mobster re- 
sults in intrigue to hold up the train 
through Kansas to knock off Keat- 
ing. It gets involved and ponderous, 
with numerous intercuts of speeding 
train, grinding engine wheels, and 
swaying cab inserted to detract from 
what little interest there is. 


LAW OF THE TEXAN 


Columbia release of Monroe Shaff pro- 
duction. Stars Buck Jones; features Doro- 








thy Fay, Kenneth Harlan. Directed by 
Elmer Clifton, Original story and screen- 
play, Monroe Shaft and Arthur Hoerl; 
camera, Eddie Linden; editor, Charles 
Hunt. At Central, N. Y., Oct. 24, .°88, 
dual. Running time, 54 mins, 
EL, Gacécletadectentenssesd ones Buck Jones 
GURU -sewvsdcncceceaesenesice Dorothy Fay 
TEPONCEF co civvcsecosecseses Kenneth Harlan 
DEMOED  o ccaydveabeatebeoces Don Douglas 
Re ae Matty Kemp 
Flaherty ...... Joe Whitehead 
‘apt. Moore... Forrest Taylor 
DIE Sees edesecsededodes ace Jose Tortosa 
BOE a cg scobecboenceseesetse Melissa Sierra 
WUE beedsees's putatict<eocsscs Tommy Mack 
MUON. 6 deadceccdusedddoesscs Bob Kortman 
Another Buck Jones _hell-for- 


leather thriller and a natural for the 
moppets. Packs an unusual amount 
of shootin’ iron stuff and slugfests, 
while the general skullduggery at 
the bottom of it all is deeper and 
darker than ever, 

Once more Buck is the scourge of 
sagebrush villainy, this time pre- 
tending to turn renegade to win the 
confidence of the silver ore bandits 
and turn ’em over to the majesty 
of the law. One of the battle royals 
in a Mex saloon is a pip, with Buck 
slugging and kicking it out with a 
mob of sombrero kids. There’s also 
enough shootin’ to puncture every 
— on the border, but only a few 

ombres get pinked. Anyway, it'll 
have the urchins tearing out their 
hair and ripping up the seats. 

Buck is the small boy’s idol, as 
always, not turning too soft at the 
sight of a pretty gal and dishing out 

unishment with either fists or gun- 

re. Dorothy Fay is clear-eyed and 
ge gas in proper outdoor style. 

he also rides proficiently and is 
equal to the dramatic requirements. 
Kenneth Harlan, in one of the big- 
gest parts he’s had in years, is a 
Suitably slick villain. Joe White- 
head, Forrest Taylor and Jose Tor- 
tosa also are plausible. 
_. There are the usual quota of script 
incongruities and a few directorial 
fumbles, but the wealth of action 
covers them sufficiently. ‘Texan’ 
has plenty of stuff for the juve 
matinee trade and that’s the main 





idea. Hobe. 
RED BARRY 
(SERIAL) 
Universal release of Barney Sarecky pro- 


duction. Stars Larry (Buster) Crabbe. 
Directed by Ford Beebe and Alan James. 
Original screenplay, Norman S. Hall and 
Ray Trampe; camera, Jerome Ash; editors, 
Saul Goodkind, Louis Sackin, Alvin Todd. 


At Liberty, Lincoln. Running time (per 
episode), 19-21 mins. 
EE bhai bbeeese saussanu ke Larry Crabbe 
SE oss ic édve bees Frances Robinson 
MERCH - ows cscccccsoccccece Edna Sedgwick 
WO. PUcicadeces bdebeceies Syril Delevanti 
Db 04ds460466eneedendsaess Frank Lackteen 
Scott OF coerce vesecoccecooevess Wade Boteler 
Vane didi ogee 0wnsess6s aces Hugh Huntley 
NN 33 Wi caducsensdéiciars tain Phillip Ahn 
SR OR PO PE, William Ruhl 





Based on the King Features comic 
strip, ‘Red Barry’ is a followup on 
the successful serial ventures con- 
cocted thus far by Universal using 
characters popularized with the kids 
nm newspapers, It has full quota of 
stolen bonds, lurking shadows, trap- 
doors, fistfights and gunplay, done in 


waterfront setting coupled with Ori- 
ental intrigue. 

La (Buster) Crabbe is the 
breathless escaper, the versatile dick 
who turns the police department up- 
side down with his ideas, but is suc- 
cessful in solving the crimes. He 
works in league with Frances Robin- 
son, sobbie on a newspaper with a 
yen for him which leads her to be 
his press agent, much to the disgust 
of his chief, Wade Boteler. 

Hinge in the story is about $2,000,- 
000 in bonds, sent to a U. S. Oriental 
importer to buy munitions, which 
gets sidetracked on the way. Mixup 
is between the Orientals and a Rus- 
sian group, for whom Edna Sedg- 
wick, a dancer, is the _ principal 
worker. Frank Lackteen, one of the 
villains of the piece, is taking a role 
very similar to ones he has had ‘in 





the umpteen serials he has played so 
far. 

Weekend trade, in houses asking 
for kid traffic, will be helped by the 
‘Barry’ serial. The Ford Beebe-Alan 
James directorial combo savvies the 
juve want, and delivers in usual 


style. Norman Hall-Ray Trampe 
screenplay moves fast. Barn. 
(IRISH-MADE) 
(WITH SONGS) 

Dublin Films release of Butcher Hope 
Bell production. Stars Binkie Stuart, Fred 
Conyngham and Kathleen O’Regan. Direct- 
ed by Oswald Mitchell. Story, Kathleen 
Tyrone; music, W. Debroy Somers. At Irish 
theatre (Miami), N. Y., Oct. 21, '38. Run- 
ning time, 71 mins 
ns FLURTECEETOET ET LT ee Binkie Stuart 
DOG os wuws ster ccatwednen Kathleen O'Regan 
Paddy O’ Malley...ccsccees Fred Conyngham 
EPs 50-0 5 06 os cacseedoaes 686 Danny Malone 
PORT TEAR ski cc cccccsedisetees Dorothy Dare 
Mrs. Thompson......... Sydney Fairbrother 
(Op PO ™albot O'Farrell 
PEOERG COMA cece ccvccuces Denier Warren 





If this be Irish it’s only because 
of the music. With an almost all- 
English cast, American slang and 
an American actress, Dorothy Dare, 
it impresses as a cheaply made, 
poorly acted and badly directed 
Eire entry. Seems to be directed at 
the narrowbacks (Irish-Americans) 
rather than for Gaelic consumption, 
since all but one song are ones fa- 
miliar to U. S., and one is regarded 
as ‘corny,’ even by the Irish Irish. 
Distribs are ballying fact of re- 
ligious sanction, which will make 
for plenty of ‘cooperation’ from 
Irish press, etc., ana that should help 
the b.o. 

Title is, like so many, misleading. 
Ostensibly an historical or biog- 
raphical story, it will cause reverse 
comment. Follows modern pattern 
of kid bringing parents together 
again after providence and the At- 
lantic had separated them when 
hubby bade Erin farewell to gain 
fame and fortune with his tenor 
pipes. There’s some little entertain- 
ment in the singers, Malone and 
Conyngham, and in Talbot O’Farrell, 
as a kindly London restaurateur. 
Whole thing is laid in London where 
wife loses track of hubby. She’s 
evicted, later taken in, her baby gets 
a theatrical break, daddy comes 
home, etc. Little of it is interest- 
ing, much of it dull, but novelty may 
mean something. 

While child actress is a pretty tot 
and cute, she hardly touches the Shir- 
ley Temple ballyhoo. Too much to 
starch and camera-watching in her 
delivery. Injection of American 
slang into kid’s lines gets a few 
laughs. As stiff as she is, she’s no 
less impressive than grown-ups who 
surround her in this comedy-drama. 
Stress laid on kid is smart. 


There are no location shots, light- 
ing is poor and camera work ditto. 
Songs include ‘Believe Me If All 
Those Endearing,’ ‘Come Back to 
Erin’ and, of all things, ‘Did Your 
Mother Come from Ireland?’ (Amer- 
ican pop). All of foregoing are 
Yank conception of Irishness. Kid 
sings a couple of them very badly. 
Malone and Conyngham put _what- 
ever they can into their —. 

url. 


PARTIRE 


(‘Departure’) 
(ITALIAN MADE) 
Rome, Oct. 15. 

Astra Film production, Stars Maria Denis 
and Vittorio De Sica. Directed by Am- 
leto Palermi. Adapted by Palermi from 
play by Gherardo Gherardi, Reviewed in 
Rome. 





Story is about Paul, a young man 
who is convinced that all will go 
well for him if he can only leave 
the place where he lives and go some 
place far away. He’s sure that for- 
tune will fall in his lap if he can 
only engineer his departure. As he 
has no means of going on a trip he 
only dreams about it, meanwhile 
showing no ambition about working. 


When, quite accidentally, he falls 
into a job, his only idea is to get 
himself fired, so that nothing will 
hold him back should his chance to 
get away come along. But every- 
thing he does to get himself fired 
turns out to be for the good of his 
firm. 

His last scheme for getting himself 
bounced is to seduce the daughter 
of his boss. But then he and the girl 
fall in love with each other, and 
he finally sees the light. 


Subject is handled lightly and pic 





has some clever and original a 
sages, Heln. 





(‘Daddy Long Legs’) 
(DUTCH-MADE) 
The Hague, Oct. 15. 

Filmex release of Neerlandia-Cinetone 
production. Stars Lily Bouwmeester; fea- 
tures Paul Storm, Emma’ Morel, Gusta 
Chrispijn-Mulder, Sarah Heyblom, Jan 
Retel, Constant van Kerckhoven, Lau 
Ezerman. Directed by Friedrich Zelnik. 
Screenplay, adaptation of Jean Webster’s 
‘Daddy Long Legs’ by Jaap van de Poll 
and Cor Hermus; camera, Brian Langley; 


editor, Jan Teunissen. At City theatre, 
The Hague. Running time, 95 mins. 

Jady AaglGere. 6s .ssceegees Lily Bouwmeester 
Van Woudenberg...........+: Paul Storm 
Myse. Van Dede. .560sause- Emma Morel 
Mrs. Lippens....... Gusta Chrispijn—-Mulder 
Frits Donmkers,...ccscccccccccvess Jan Retel 
| ees re Try rs af Helene Pimentel 
Bs a 5 0% eae 690 660 6eCCwERBeEaS Lies de Wind 
GOMOD. cic cdccasdkecevessumecst® Lau Ezerman 
Wijekhoff........ Constant van Kerckhoven 
Mrs. Van Woudenberg......Sarah Heyblom 
TEOGIEIO cove cks ccdacenccmeuseueesd Aaf Bouber 





After having been dark nearly two 
years, the Cinetone studios, Amster- 
dam, reopened with the Neerlandia 
production of Jean Webstez’s ‘Daddy 
Long Legs.’. 20th Century-Fox has 
sued Neerlandia for violation of its 
rights, but premiere of the picture, 
nevertheless, took place as sched- 
uled, without sequestration of the 
print or box office receipts. 


This is one of the most successful 
Dutch-made | pictures, and should 
register satisfactorily in Holland. 
There’s a good chance, that the b. o. 
will be higher than that of ‘Pygma- 
lion,’ biggest home-made hit of re- 
cent years, 


In every respect ‘Daddy Long 
Legs’ is a triumph for Lily Bouw- 
meester, who’s even more convincing 
than in ‘Pygmalion.’ Paul Storm, a 
newcomer to the screen, in the title 
role, doesn’t live up to expectations, 
but is, however, acceptable. Out- 
standing in support are Gusta Chris- 
pijn-Mulder as the orphanage-su- 
perintendent, Constant van Kerck- 
hoven, one of the regents, and Lau 
Ezerman, the solemn butler. 

Direction of Friedrich Zelnik, for- 
mer German mevser, recently in 
London, is excellent. Photography 
by the Englishman, Brian Langley, 
is good and Jan Teunissen edited 
intelligently. For other countries 
that have seen Mary Pickford and 
Janet Gaynor in the American ver- 
sion, the picture has no potentiali- 
ties at the b. o. 


60 GLORIOUS YEARS 


(BRITISH-MADE) 
(Color) 
London, Oct. 13. 


RKO release of Herbert Wilcox-Impera- 
tor production. Stars Anna Neagle and 
Anton Walbrook. Directed by Wilcox. 
Screen play, Miles Malleson, Charles de 
Grandcourt; camera, F, A. Young. At 
Odeon, London. Running time, 92 mins. 
SO i a Anna Neagle 
WUMNOS, BIWOTE. oc cciccesbe od Anton Walbrook 
Duke of Wellington......C. Aubrey Smith 


Prince TWirmet soso. acc eee cceces Walter Rilla 
Bit MOUSE FOC caccesecces Charles Carson 
Lord Palmerston...cccccesess Felix Aylmer 
Lord John Russell............ Lewis Casson 
Princess Royal.,....se+:-. Pamela Standish 
JORHN BPGWH ss oo ihiccesicees Gordon McLeod 
Joseph Chamberlain......... Herry Hallall 
A, FT. BallOGie esc ccccccccs Wyndham Goldie 
fe Malcolm Keen 
a: ee |: Fe re Frederick Leister 
Benjamin Disraeli....... Derrick de Marney 
Florence Nightingale.......... Joyce Bland 
Tre DOryy, eccsscicdoccccse. Frank Cellier 
Lord Salisbury.........se0. Harvey Braban 
Prince.of Wales.........+.. Aubrey Dexter 





Continuing as an ace British pro- 
ducer, Herbert Wilcox, with his ‘60 
Glorious Years,’ has gone a step be- 
yond his contemporaries. This one 
is one of the most artistic and ex- 
pensive films made in England. It 


should prove a big draw in its native 
country and should also do well in 
the U.S. It’s a worthy sequel to his 
‘Queen Victoria,’ which held the 
same two leads, and also includes 
others of the former cast. 

Where film differs from ‘Victoria’ 
is that the royal romance is stressed 
rather than politico aspects. 

Film is covered in innumerable 
episodic scenes visualizing the high 
spots in the reign of Queen Victoria, 
covering three score years. There 
has been no attempt to idealize Vic- 
toria (Anna Neagle), but to stress 
her desire for achievement, incul- 
cated and continually fostered by 
Albert (Anton Walbrook), her con- 
sort, who’s revealed as a man of in- 
telligence with a strong desire to 
help the masses and to build Eng- 
land to a position of commercial 
supremacy. But, as it’s been re- 
ported said, as Albert lay dying: 
‘They never took him to their hearts 
—and that’s what broke his.’ The 
combination of the two is ideal. 

Film is well-paced, without any 
extraneous celluloid, Felix Aylmer, 
Lewis Casson, Henry Hallatt, Wynd- 
ham Goldie, Derrick de Marney, 
Joyce Bland, Frank Cellier, Aubrey 
Dexter—generally employed in im- 
portant leading roles—are here only 
for brief flashes. Technicolor, large 
cast and costuming, among other 
eg denote a tremendous expendi- 

ure, 

Story opens with Victoria announc- 
ing to Parliament her betrothal to 
Prince Albert, and the government’s 
none-too-courteous treatment of the 
Queen’s husband-to-be. Their early 
married life is constantly under 
tension through Albert’s ungratified 
desire to take part in affairs of State. 
She knows the country will resent 
‘the foreigner’s interference.’ Eventu- 
ally, Albert secures recognition 











through his idea of a mammoth Ex- 
hibition, the Crystal Palace. | 
Against all efforts by the Queen 
and her consort to avert war, the 
Crimean imbroglio is forced upon 
them, with Albert being called a 
traitor to England. In chronological 
sequences, Florence Nightingale, 
Gladstone, Disraeli, etc., are depicted 
in the events which made them im- 
mortal, leading up to the Diamond 


Jubilee and the eventual death of: 


Victoria. 


L’EQUIPAGE 


(‘Flight Inte Darkness’) 
(FRENCH MADE) 

Frank Kassler release of Pathe-Natan 
production, Stars Annabella, Charles 
Vanel, Jean Murat, Jean-Pierre Aumont. 
Directed by Anatole Litvak. Adapted from 


Jolo. 


novel by Joseph Kessel; screenstory by 
Kessel and Litvak; edited and English 
titles, Herman G. Weinberg; music, Ar- 
thur Honegger: camera, Thirard. At Bel- 
mont, N. Y., starting Oct. 15, ’38. Run- 
ning time, 81 mins. 

Dime.  BEROLY. 2k. ccvcsvoccoves soo ARRBDOIS 
POON 6044 ce cc cdacrebacuedes Charles Vanel 
Capitaine Thelis.........seee0-- Jean Murat 
Jean Herbillon......... Jean-Pierre Aumont 
Mme. Herbillon...........Suzanne Despres 
Georges Herbillon..............Serge Grave 


(In French; with English Titles) 


This same story was made in 
Hollywood and “released in the 


spring of 1937 by RKO under the 
title of ‘The Woman I Love,’ with 
Paul Muni and Miriam Hopkins 
starred and the same Anatole Litvak 
directing. Litvak directed and 
helped adapt Joseph Kessel’s novel, 
‘L’Equipage,’ originally as a French 
version, and this is it. Both Litvak 
and Annabella, femme star of this 
picture, went f-om this production 
to Hollywood, as a director-producer 


and the French beaut on the 20th- 
Fox lot. 


It is not hard to understand why 
Litvak’s ability was spotted in this 
feature because the story construc- 
tion, peculiar twists and original di- 
rectional touches are much in evi- 
dence. Same is true of Annabella 
because even American audiences, 
not understanding French, need only 
a few tips from English titling to 
grasp the terrific love conflict she de- 
velops. She makes the rather im- 
plausible romance, as viewed by the 
American audience, into something 
that dominates a grim war yarn. 


‘Flight Into Darkness’ contains 
most of the elements for satisfactory 
biz in arty theatres in this country. 
It suffers certain technical lapses 
such as photography and dovetailing 
of sequences, plus that unsatisfactory 
ending (for U. S. fans). Picture 
shows rivals in love discovering his 
machine-gunner has been killed in 
airplane dog fight, one tearing up the 
photograph of the girl both love. In 


the American version, the girl is pic- | 


tured nursing the sole survivor of 
the airplane battle back to health 
after her real sweetheart has been 
killed. 

Annabella is the Mme. Maury, wife 

of the older aviator pilot, who falls 
in love with his younger pal in the 
same plane crew. Charles Vanel 
makes an impressive Maury, the be- 
whiskered jinx pilot. Jean Murat 
gives a sympathetic portrayal of the 
young lieutenant who is torn be- 
tween loyalty to his fighting pal and 
love for his buddy’s young wife. He’s 
superb as the courageous Capt. 
Thelis, leader of the fighting air 
squadron. 
_ English titling makes possible the 
intelligent following of more in- 
volved talky scenes. Battle and 
front line scenes have been staged 
with realism and much elaboration 
for a foreign production. Better 
photographed scenes by Thirard are 
remarkably strong, but he stumbles 
on others, Wear. 


L’ARGINE 


(‘The Dyke’) 
(ITALIAN-MADE) 
Rome, Oct. 15. 


Scalera Film production, Stars Gino 
Cervi, Luisa Ferrida and Rubi D’Alma. 
Directed by Corrado D’Errico. Screen 
play, Ettore M. Margadonna and Giacinto 
Solito, from play by Pino Alessi; camera, 
Vaclav Vich. Reviewed in Rome. 


Central figure of story is Zvani, a 
sort of village bad boy who likes 
women and has great success with 
them. A sophisticated and myste- 
rious woman from the city is forced 
to spend the night at the inn run by 
Zvani’s mother because her car has 


broken down. Zvani is fascinated by 
the city woman and he also pleases 
her. But their spending the night to- 
gether is much more of an event in 
his life than in hers. Accordingly, 
when she leaves again for the city, 
Zvani goes more or less berserk. 
Finally he goes to the city, too, gets 
himself a job as harmonica player 
in a fashionable restaurant and fin- 
ally succeeds in meeting his lady 
again. But when she disillusions 
him, he returns to the country and 
the country girl who has born him a 
so 





n. 

Luisa Ferrida is excellent as Sina, 
the country beauty, which is the sort 
of crude, ardent part in which she 
specializes. Rubi D’Alma, as the 
glamorous stranger shows style and 
poise. On the whole, though, the 
picture’s city life is. not nearly as 
well depicted as the rural scenes and 


characters. Gino Cervi portrays 
Zvani well. Supporting cast is ex- 
cellent. Photography good. Heln. 


—- 


PAPANIN’S DIARY 


(RUSSIAN-MADE) 

Amkino release of Soyuzchronica produce 
tion. Directed by M. Troyanovsky. Came 
era, Troyanovsky and Papanin. At Cameo, 
N. Y., Oct. 14, °38. Running time, 53 
mins. 





(In Russian; with English Titles) 

The diary of one of the Soviet’s 
four Polar flyers, who last year were 
adrift on an ice floe and subse- 
quently rescued, has been made into 
an inconsequential film dealing with 
the experiences of the aviators in 
the Arctic. This is just another 
means of the Soviet to exploit its 
heroes. Their research into the 
Polar region is ancient history by 
now and just a sequel to a former 
Soviet film depicting the experiences 
of the group at the top of the world. 

There is some chance for excel- 
lent photography but no advantage is 
taken of it. Direction, too, is poor. 
In toto, it’s just another dull film 
that even few adherents of the 
Soviet and its principles would en- 
joy. 


CZIFRA NYOMORUSAG 


(‘Gay Misery’) 
(HUNGARIAN-MADE) 
Budapest, Oct. 12. 
Budapest Films production and release. 
Directed by Victor Gertler. Screenplay, 
Laszlo Bogdan and Zoltan Kilian; adapted 





from Adorjan Bonyi'’s novel; music, Joseph 
Paksy; camera, Istvan Eiben. 

PORE PON bwocccestidwedda cs Sandor Goth 
Mrs. Feliczy...........Margit Ladomerszky 
Uae be 6 £5 oe a 6056534660 7% Elizabeth Simor 
BGAN ss oSiccesedeeb sess seccce Tibor Puskas 
PEwtwet: TORO co oo 0 adchiceasebas Lajos Vertes 
| COUNME. “BPs 8 3 Kon 0 ues bbenes us Tivadar Uray 
| Butler. . wscocacccsvccccsscesvecfve Gero Maly 





Stark melodrama at: least 50 years 
| behind the times is this story of 


/a ‘proud, wealthy, snobbish family, 
which won’t let daughter marry a 
poor, but honest, tutor. Tutor de- 
parts to seek fortune overseas, snobs 
go bankrupt, daughter sacrifices her 


virtue to wealthy aristocrat, son gets 
wind of it and shoots him. Tutor, 
having made good, returns in nick 
of time to save girl from disgrace 
and boy from jail, and wealthy, 
aristocratic seducer is ‘resurrected 
from the dead, slight wound only 
having knocked him senseless, so 
that murder scare is wiped out and 
all is set for happy ending. 

Not, nearly good enough, and cast 
pretty dull, too. Such first-rate 
character actors as Sandor Goth, as 
the girl’s father, and Gero Maly, as 
the butler,-who keeps up the family 
prestige by underhand money-mak- 
ing and ingenious pretense, deserve 
a better script. Elizabeth Simor, the 
girl, has style, but is utinteresting. 
Lukewarm reception, 














La Maison du Maltais 


(‘House of the Maltese’) 
(FRENCH-MADE) 
Paris, Oct. 15. 
Films Lux release of Gladiator Films 
production, Stars Dalio, Viviane Romance; 
features Pierre Renoir, Jany Hoit, Louis 
Jouvet. Directed by Pierre Chenal. 
Adapted from story by Jean Vignaud; dia<- 
log, Simon Gantillon; music, Jacques Ibert; 
camera, Curt Courant, Bac Pecqueux. At 







Madeleine Cinema, Paris. Running time, 
0 mins. 

BAGO, . i ccckidsese «*see-+-Viviane Romance 
Chervins «ise cecse Soevoesdcoce Pierre Renoir 
Rossignol. .sccccescesccscces +.-Louis Jouvet 
WERRIOG so. A edb sveneethedoesesosccetess Dalio 
Greta...cceGeoe +».-Jany Holt 
GORTORG 6 cr CNe cS adanasccocccsccicce Aimos 
Robert. ...<006 ein comes bs Pk cssbstens Labry 
TO MARGMA i000 taser cscccione Martial Rebe 
Salomon........ Seodebh tesdesecsdee> Sinoel 
Le Debardeur....ccccccecsess Gaston Modot 
GOOMTOF sivcccesecccoccccces «+s. Jean Davy 
ROSIAR, « csesocccccceccccsoscvesccece Frehel 
DIANA. .sseeees Onebecscocsos Florence Marly 
GOD icin s obo bid 600 vicinedcctees Gina Manes 





Modelled somewhat on the formu- 





la of other recent French successes, 
‘La Maison du Maltais’ is from the 
lower ‘side of life in French North 
Africa, with a return to Paris, where 


blackmailers are given their pines 
with underworld elements. Fi is 
somewhat unsavory and would never 
get by the censors in America. 

It’s a good slice from this level of 
life, but just a little too raw as it 
moves from the “pleasure district” 
of a town in Tunis to the under- 
world in Paris. For that reason it 
would have little chance of passing 
the Yank censors, despite chances of 
pleasing American filmgoers. 

Dalio, starred for the first time in 
a French picture, carries off his role 
effectively enough to share his place 
with Viviane Romance, who proves 
again that there’s no one in France 
who can equal her as ‘one of the 
gals. Both Jean Renoir and Louis 
Jouvet help make a rather sordid 
story stand up. 

First half does a little too well in 
showing the reality of the back 
streets in the native quarter of Sfax, 
a port town in Tunis, where the 
lonely man can find women and 
amusement. With Jany Holt, Vivi- 
ane Romance is one of the amuse- 
ment furnishers. Dalio, native son, 
makes his living 2lling stories in the 
market place. Small-time crook and 
loafer, son of a respectable. fisher- 
man, he tumbles for Miss Romance 
and marries her. Thereafter, story 
moves to Paris with Miss Romance 
leaving her husband for Jean Renoir, 
respectable anthropologist, to assure 
the future for her unborn child. 

Hugo. 
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J. Cagney-P. O’Brien 
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WEEK | en 
OF TITLE PRODUCER DISTRIB. TYPE TALENT DIRECTOR banned os vane 
RELEASE , 
8/12/38 THE GLADIATOR David L. Loew Col Comedy J. E. Brown-J. Travis Ed Sedgwick 78 8/31 
RICH MA}, FrOOR GIRL Edw. Chodorov MGM Com-Dr R. Young-R. Hussey R. Schunzel 70 8/17 7] 
THE TEXANS Lucien Hubbard Par Outdoor J. Bennett-R. Scott Jas. Hogan 98 8/3 
PAINTED DESERT Bert Gilroy RKO Western G. O’Brien-L. Jehnsen David Howard 59 9/21 
KEEP SMILING Sol Wurtzel 20th Com-Rom J. Witheis-G. Stuart Herbert 1. Leeds 65 8/17 
THE MISSING GUEST B. Sarecky U Mystery P. Kelly-C. Moere-Lundigan John Rollins 65 9/14 
RACKET BUSTERS Sam YS ischoff VB Meller H. Bogart-Gloria Dickson_ Lloyd Bacon 65 8/17 
8/19/38 CONVICTED Col Col Meller R. Hayward-C. Quigley Leon Barsha 50 8/24 
' . BLOCK-HEADS Hal Roach MGM Comedy Laurel and Hardy John Blystone 55 8/31 
GIVE ME A SAILOR Jeff Lazarus Par Comedy M. Raye-B. Hepe-B. Grable Elliott Nugent 80 7/27 
SMASHING THE RACKETS B. P. Fineman RKO Meller C. Morris-F, Mercer Lew Landers 68 8/10 
A ROMANTIC ROGUE John H. Auer Rep Rom-Dr R. Nevarro-M. Marsh John H. Auer 
ALEXANDER’S RAGTIME BAND H. J. Brown 20th Musical T. Pewer-A. Faye-Ameche Henry King 105 6/1 
8/26/38 MARIE ANTOINETTE H. Stromberg MGM Drama N. Shearer-T. Power W.S. Van Dyke 160 7/13 
: ’ SPAWN OF THE NORTH Al Lewin Par Outdoor G. Raft-H. Fenda-Lamour Henry Hathaway 110 8/24 
BREAKING THE ICE Sol Lesser RKO Musical B. Breen-C. Ruggles Edward Cline 80 9/7 
TENTH AVENUE KID Harry Grey Rep Meller B. Cabot-B. Roberts B’nard Vorhaus 56 8/31 
SPEED TO BURN Jerry Hoffman 20th Sports M. Whalen-L. Bari Otto Brower 60 6/8 
BOY MEETS GIRL Sam Bischoff WB Comedy Cagney-O'Brien-M, Wilson Lloyd Bacon 86 8/31. 
9/2/38 PHANTOM GOLD Co! Cal Western J. Luden-B. Marion Joe Levering 54 9/28. —~—” 
on : AM THE LAW Everett Riskin Col Meller E. G. Robinsen-W. Barrie Al Hall 99 8/31 
THREE LOVES HAS NANCY Norman Krasna MGM Rom-Dr Montgomery-Gaynor-Tone R. Thorpe 67 9/7 
UNDER THE BIG TOP Wm. T. Lackey Mone Rom-Dr A. Nagel-J. LaRue Karl Brown 63 9/14 
SING, YOU SINNERS Wesley Ruggles Par Com-Rom B. Crosby-F. MacMurray Wesley Ruggles 88 8/17 
CAREFREE Pandro Berman RKO Musical F. Astaire-G. Regers Mark Sandrich 83 8/31 1 
THE HIGGINS FAMILY Sol C. Siegel Rep Comedy J. Gleason-L. Gleasen Gus Meins 62 9/7 
BILLY THE KID RETURNS Chas. Ford Rep Western R. Rogers-S. Burnette Joe Kane 56 9/21 
MY LUCKY STAR Harry J. Brown 2et Mus-Rom Henie-R. Greene-Romero Roy Del Ruth 90 9/14 
FRESHMAN YEAR Geo. Bilson U Comedy D. Dunbar-E. Truex-Lundigan Frank McDonald 65 9/21 
FOUR’S A CROWD David Lewis WB Com-Rom R. Russell-E. Flynn Michael Curtiz 95 8/17 
9/9/38 THE LADY OBJECTS Wm. Perlberg Col Com-Rom G. Stuart-L. Ross Erle C. Kenton 63 ae 
ae COLORADO TRAIL Col Col Western C. Starrett-I. Meredith Sam Nelson 
BOY’S TOWN John Considine MGM Drama S. Tracy-M. Rooney-Hull N. Taurog 96 9/7 
STARLIGHT OVER TEXAS Ed Finney Meno Western Tex Ritter-C, LaRoux Al Herman 58 9/21 
IN OLD MEXICO Harry Sherman Par Western W. Boyd-G. Hayes Edw.D.Venturini 62 9/28 
AFFAIRS OF ANNABEL Lou Lusty RKO Comedy J. Oakie-L Ball Ben Stoloff 73 8/10 
SAFETY IN NUMBERS John Stone 20th Comedy J. Prouty-S. Byington Mal St. Clair 55 9/7 
PERSONAL SECRETARY Max H, Golden U Drama W. Gargan-J. Hodges Otis Garrett 62 9/28 
SECRETS OF AN ACTRESS David Lewis WB Rom-Dr __K. Francis-G. Brent Wm. Keighley 70 10/12 
9/16/38 JUVENILE COURT Col Cel Drama P. Kelly-R. Hayworth-Darre D. R. Lederman 60 9/14 
TOO HOT TO HANDLE L. Weingarten MGM Com-Dr Gable-Loy-Carrillo Jack Conway 108 9/2] 
MEXICALI KID Robt. Tamsey Mono Western J. Randall-W. Barry Wallace Fox 56 9/7 
KING ALCATRAZ ar Par Drama G. Patrick-L. Nolan-Naish Robert Florey 55 10/5 
THE RENEGADE RANGER Bert Gilroy RKO Western G. O’Brien-R. Hayworth David Howard 60 10/5 
HOLD THAT CO-ED D. Hempstead 20th Rom-Com J. Barrymore-G. Murphy Geo. Marshall 80 9/28 
THE BLACK BANDIT Trem Carr U Western Bob Baker-M. Reynolds Geo, Waggner 60 9/21 
VALLEY OF GIANTS Lou Edelman WB Outdoor W. Morris-C. Trevor Wm. Keighley 75 8/17 
9/23/38 STRANGER ‘ROM ARIZONA Monroe Shaff Col Western B. Jones-D. Fay Elmer Clifton 55 9/21 
WANTED BY POLICE Lindsay Parsons Mono Meller Darro-E. Knapp H. Bretherton 59 9/28 
CAMPUS CONFESSIONS ar Par Football B. Grable-H. Luisetti G. Archainbaud 65 9/14 
FUGITIVES FOR NIGHT Lou Lusty REO Comedy F. Albertson-E. Lynn Leslie Goodwins 63 9/28 
PRAIRIE MOON Harry Grey Rep Western G. Autry-S. Burnette Ralph Staub 58 10/19 
TIME-OUT FOR MURDER Sol Wurtzel 20th Meller G. Stuart-M. Whalen H.B.Humb’rstone 73 9/7 
ROAD TO RENO Ed Grainger U Com-Dr R. Scott-H. Hampton S. Sylvan Simon 68 10/5 
FOUR DAUGHTERS Ben Glazer WB Com-Dr Priscilla-Rosemary-Lane Michael Curtiz 90 8/17 
9/30/38 GIRL’S SCHOOL Samuel Marx Col Rom-Com A. Shirley-N. Grey-Bellamy John Brahm 71 9/28 ~~ 
_— YOU CAN’T TAKE IT WITH YOU Frank Capra Col Comedy J. Arthur-L. Barrymore-J.Stewart Frank Capra 126 9/7 
MAN WITH 100 FACES A. Hitchcock GB Drama L, Palmer-T. Walls A. Hitchcock 
VACATION F20M LOVE MGM MGM Comedy D. O’Keefe-F. Rice G. Fitzmaurice 65 10/5 
SONS OF THE LEGION Par Par Rom-Dr D. O’Connor-B. Lee-B. Cook Jas. Hogan 66 10/5 
ROOM SERVICE P. S. Berman RKO Com Marx Bros.-L. Ball Wm. Seiter 76 9/14 
Q@VERLAND STAGE RAIDERS Wm. Berke Rep Western Three Mesquiteers Geo. Sherman 55 9/28 
: DOWN IN ARKANSAW Armand Schaefer Rep Drama R. Byrd-Weaver Bros. Nick Grinde 65 10/12 
STRAIGHT, PLACE AND SHOW D. Hempstead 20th Com Ritz Bros.-R. Arlen David Butler 66 9/28 
DRUMS Alex. Korda UA Drama Sabu-R. Massey-R. Livesey Zoltan Korda 101 4/20 
YOUTH TAKES FLING Joe Pasternak U Com-Dr ‘J. McCrea-A. Leeds Archie Mayo 78 9/28 
GARDEN OF THE MOGN Lou Edelman WwB Musical P. O’Brien-J. Payne-M. Lindsay “¥usby Berkeley 94 9/21 
10/7/38 CRIME TAKES HOLIDAY Col Col Meller J. Holt-M. Ralston Lewis D. Collins 61 il 
WEST OF THE SANTA FE Col Cel Western C. Starrett-I. Meredith Sam Nelson 
STABLEMATES Harry Rapf MGM Com-Dr W. Beery-M. Rooney Sam Wood 89 10/5 
MR. WONG, DETECTIVE W. T. Lackey Mone Mystery B. Karloff-E. Brent Wm. Nigh 67 
TOUCHDOWN, ARMY Par Par Football J. Howard-R. Cummings Kurt Neumann 73 9/21 
MR. DOODLE KICKS OFF Bob Sisk RKO Com J. Penner-J. Travis Leslie Goodwins 75 10/5 
THE NIGHT HAWK Herman Schlom Rep Drama R. Livingsten-J. Travis Sidney Salkow 65 10/5 
MEET THE GIRLS Howard J. Green 20th Comedy J. Lang-L. Bari-R. Allen Eugene Forde 66 8/31 
THAT CERTAIN AGE Joe Pasternak U Mus-Rom D. Durbin-J. Cooper Edw. Ludwig 100 10/5 
BROADWAY MUSKETEERS Bryan Foy WB Comedy M. Lindsay-M. Wilsen-J. Litel John Farrow 63 10/19 
10/14/38 FLIGHT TO FAME Ralph Cohn Col Drama C. Farrell-J. Wells C.C.Coleman, Jr, 
LADY VANISHES A. Hitchcock GB Rom-Dr M. Lockwood-P. Lucas . Alf Hitchcock 96 8/31 
YOUNG DR. KILDARE Lou Ostrow MGM Com-Dr L. Ayres-L. Barrymore H. Bucquet 83 10/19 
WHERE THE BUFFALO ROAM Ed Finney Mone Western Tex Ritter Al Herman 
ARKANSAS TRAVELER Geo. Arthur Par Com-Dr B. Burns-F. Bainter Al Santell 83 10/5 
A MAN TO REMEMBER Bob Sisk RKO Drama E. Ellis-A. Shirley Garson Kanin 79 10/5 
FIVE OF A KIND K. MacGowan 20th Rom-Com Dionne Quins-Hersholt H. I. Leeds 83 10/12 
TEERE GOES MY HEART Hal Roach UA Rom-Com F. March-V. Bruce Norman McLeod 81 9/28 
SWING THAT CHEER Max Golden U College T. Brown-A. Devine Harold Schuster 
THE SISTERS David Lewis WB Drama E. Flynn-B. Davis-A. Louise Anatole Litvak 95 10/5 
10, 21/38 LISTEN, DARLING Jack Cummings MGM Rom-Dr Bartholomew-J. Garland Edw. Marin 72 10/19 
¥ MYSTERIOUS RIDER Harry Sherman Par Western D. Dumbrille-C. Fields Les Selander 74 
MAD MISS MANTON P. J. Wolfson RKO Mys-Com B. Stanwyck-H. Fonda Leigh Jason 78 10/12 
MYSTERIOUS MR. MOTO Sol Wurtzel 20th Meller P. Lorre-M. Maguire Norman Foster 61 9/21 
YOUNG IN HEART D. O. Selznick UA Rom-Dr J. Gaynor-D. Fairbanks, Jr. Richard Wallace 
SERVICE DE LUXE Ed Grainger U Com C. Bennett-V. Price-Ruggles Rowland V. Lee 85 10/19 
GIRLS ON PROBATION Bryan Foy WB Drama E. Flynn-B. Davis-A. Louise Anatole Litvak 65 10/26 
10/28/38 LAW OF THE TEXAN Monroe Shaff Col Western Buck Jones-D. Fay Elmer Clifton 54 10/26 
: THE LITTLE ADVENTURESS Col Col Action-Dr E. Fellowes-J. Wells D. R. Lederman 
THE GREAT WALTZ Bernard Hyman MGM Musical L. Rainer-F. Gravet J. Duvivier 
THE CITADEL Victor Saville MGM Drama R. Donat-R. Russell King Vidor 112 10/26 
MEN WITH WINGS Wm. A. Wellman Par Drama F. MacMurray-R. Milland Wm. A. Wellman 102 10/26 
I STAND ACCUSED John H. Auer Par Drama R. Cummings-H. Mack-L. Talbot John H. Auer 61 
MIRACLE RACKET B. P. Fineman RKO Drama S. Eilers-L. Bowman Leslie Goodwins 
SUEZ Gene Markey 20th Spee T. Power-L. Young Allan Dwan 100 10/19 
THE STORM Ken Goldsmith U Drama C. Bickford-B. McLane Harold Young 
THE LAST EXPRESS Irving Starr U Meller K. Taylor-D. Kent Otis Garrett 60 10/19 
BROTHER RAT Robert Lord WB Comedy >  W. Morris-P. Lane-J. Wyman Wm. Keighley 90 10/19 
11/4 /38 IN ZEARLY ARIZONA Col Col Western B. Elliott-D. Gulliver Jos. Levering 
GANGSTER’S BOY W. T. Lackey Mone Meller J. Coeper-L. Gilman Wm. Nigh 
THE LAST RIDE Jeff Lazarus Par Rom-Dr A, Tamiroff-F. Farmer Alfred E. Green 
ILLEGAL TRAFFIC Harold Hurley Par Meller J. C. Naish-M. Carliste Louis King 
ALWAYS IN TROUBLE John Stone 20th Comedy J. Withers-A. Treacher-J. Rogers Jos. Santley 
TRADE WINDS W. Wanger UA Rom-Com J. Bennett-F. March Tay Garnett 
EXPOSED Bert Kelly U Drama O. Kruger-G. Farrell Max Golden 
HARD TO GET Sam Bischoff WB Comedy D. Pewell-O. de Haviland Ray Enright 
11/11/38 ADVENTURE IN SAHARA Lou Appleton Col Drama P. Kelly-L. Gray D. R. Lederman 
, THE FROG Herbert Wilcox GB Meller N. Beery-G. Harker Jack Raymond 75 7/7/37 
iF I WERE KING Frank Lloyd Par Drama R. Coleman-F. Dee-Rathbone Frank Lloyd 100 9/21 
ANNABEL TAKES A TOUR Lou Lusty RKO Rom-Com J. Oakie-L. Ball Lew Landers 66 10/19 
STORM OVER BENGAL Armand Schaefer Rep Rom-Dr P. Knowles-R. Hudson Sid Salkow 
JUST AROUND THE CORNER Dave Hempstead 20th Comedy S. Temple-C. Farrell Irving Cummings 
STRANGE FACES Bert Kelly U Com-Dr D. Kent-F. Jenks Earl Taggart 
TORCHY GETS HER MAN Bryan Foy WB Comedy G. Farrell-B. MacLane Michael Curtiz 62 10/12 
11/18/88 THERE’S THAT WOMAN AGAIN Col Col Rom-Com M. Dougias-V. Lee Alex Hall 
pts ' PYGM * LION Gabriel Pascal MGM Rom-Com L. Howard-W. Hiller A. Asquith 
SWEETHEARTS Hunt Stromberg MGM Musical J. MacDonald-N. Eddy W. S. Van Dyke 
THANKS FOR THE MEMORY Par Par Rom-Com B. Hope-S. Ross-Butterworth G. Archainbaud 
SHARPSHOOTERS Sol Wurtzel 20th Action B. Donlevy-L. Bari Jas. Tinling } 
LITTLE TOUGH GHYS IN SOCIETY Max Golden U Meller M. Boland-E. E. Horton Erle Kenton 
ANGELS WITH DIRTY FACES Sam Bischoff WB Drama Michael Curtiz 97 10/26 
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HISTORY IS 


FLASHING OVER VF eeatender REAM 0 


‘THE WIRES 
, FROM CHICAGO 


Walter Immerman of Balaban & Katz 
telegraphs: “ ‘Drums’ opened to big- 
gest week-end business in history of 
Apollo Theatre. Capacity audiences 
and critics alike received picture 
enthusiastically”. 


SAN FRANCISCO 


Now in its fifth week at the United 
Artists Theatre. Third week was bigger 
‘ than second stanza. 


Za 
eA 
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NEW YORK CITY 


Two terrific weeks at Radio City Music 
Hall, with second week's business neck, 
and neck with first week's. 


‘ 
MONTREAL 


J. Arthur Hirsch telegraphs congratula- 
tions from the Capitol as first three days 
register turn-away crowds from minute 
doors opened. Held over second week. 


SALT LAKE CITY 


Charles Pincus wires that opening 
week at the Center is ’way up fronf 
among house’s top grossing attractions. 


a 


LOS ANGELES 


Third week at the Four Star Theatre 
as management announces it wilt be, 
held indefinitely. 


4 


PROVIDENCE 


Loew's State manager, Eddie McBride, 
advises Sunday crowds so great that 
day's total was $400. greater than 


smash Saturday's business.’ SHOW ENTERTAINMENT AT POPULAR 


A 


OTTAWA 


Elgin Theatre opened to all-time 
record. Picture now in its third week 
of sell-out patronage. 


eee an 
its records are part of the record in 
scores of other spots, both large and 
small, including Reading, Houston, = 
Santa Barbara, New Orleans, San 
B dino, Rich d, Bakersfield, 
Sader aay cn ete KEEN FOR ITS ROBUST ADVENTURE. 


Cheyenne and Tucson. 
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SOUNDS ITS BOX-OFFICE CALL WITH 
THUNDEROUS BUSINESS EVERYWHERE 


.. « FROM BIG CITIES TO SMALL 





TOWNS. 5S.R.O.RESPONSE TO ROAD- 


PRICES FROM WOMEN EAGER FOR ITS 





GLAMOROUS ROMANCE AND MEN 
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NEWS GUILD-PAR REEL 
HUDDLING ON A PACT 


' Representatives of the New York 
r 

Bright, Jomcne. Cunaeiae Philip Newspaper. Guild met yesterday 
fae —— .~ | (Tuesday) with the management of 
the new SAG-producer Le OR, Dunne, Guy Erdore, Julius Epstein, | Sesumesed te an eek ak oo 
agreement on pictures costing more| Gilbert Gabriel, Sheridan Gibney, | |‘ “ Ring a asias seorial 
than $30,000, if SAG will grant con-| James Gow, Dashiell Hammett, Don wean pe ane ot Bec 
cessions on productions costing from) Hartman, illian Hellman, David | ra e rod tae Auiks caaitoad & Past week was one of new high 
$10.000 to $30,000. Hertz, Boris Ingster, Paul Jarrico, | etter wcadg pe tin C. Keogh, Par- | Price® for 1939 for a majority of 
Goldstone wants scale for extras} Aben Kandel, Curtis Kenyon, Gor- it gs eee bea rues ane picture and radio stocks, with new 
and day players slashed and Guild;don Kahn, Ring Lardner, Jr., the il te BSN wished to reach an | Peaks reached on successive days 
zone reduced from 300 to 50 miles| Leonard Lee, Mary C. McCall, Jr., peed cree on i eel , and so numerous that traders paid 
from Los Angeles. If this is done,| Richard Maibaum, Henry Myers, “© aiiinienk Meee aurty of the Guila little attention to them. They were 
he claims work will be provided for} Dudley Nichols, George Oppenheim- |. tected in a formal resolution last | interested in this improved showing 
more than 2,000 actors, technicians; er, Frank Partos, Laura Perelman, P . . “* of amusement shares merely as in- 
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RCA and CBS, Phas 
Stocks, Gain Sharply; Biz Prospect 


By MIKE WEAR 


Agents Ask Closed Shop 


Baker, 
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sented by common stockholders, Par- 
amount would be in far better posi- 
tion to pay a common dividend regu- 
larly. Company also would get some 
conversion of new 344% bonds, if the 
common was paying a_ regular 
amount, which would in turn further 
trim interest charges. 
Paramount showed $1.95 on 














the 





ere : — : week against the delay in reaching | dicating that thi ~ at last was|c°mmon last year, of which $1.53 
and other film w orkers who seldom Gertrude Purcell, Maurice wr an agreement and against the coun- aod g a a 8 ag 8 rs wes | came in the first half. This year the 
find employment in major studios.;Gordon Rigby, Frederic Rinaldo, : ‘ ..... , | beginning to take part e upwar 
; v3 - : ter-proposals submitted the editorial ' to starting to reflect im-| "rst half of the year is lightest on 
Arbitration board is composed of! Robert Rossen, Wells Root, Dore wan: - procession and sta g | 
tic sc workers. Guild seeks salaries for |) oy d earni sition | €arnings, only about 25c being shown 
Murray Kinnell, B. B. Kahane and; Schary, Budd Schulberg, Milton workers that will compare with those | prove arning pos . Sun fiaek ei: uheniina teat tee tas 
Charles Baird. The Indies have pro- | Sperling, Donald Ogden Stewart, snosediy alread pepe | While Loew’s, Paramount, RCA,|-.- Ss, but the last half 
a th f Kah | Robert Tasker. Harry Tugend. An- * egedly already paid by other ma- c Mdeted Pid. Universal. Pid. |— expected to show an unusually 
tested e appointment o ane, : y ’ jor newsreels, as well as other con- onsolida - ws niversal, ba 


strong pickup. 
Picture company bonds also rose 
to new highs last week, with interest 


claiming he is a major operator and 
not sympathetic with the problems 
of the small producer. 


' thony Veiller, Billy Wilcer. | Columbia Pictures and a long list of 
Slate Looks In | others either bettered old marks for 
While nominations will be per- | year or came near them, two dis- 


ditions. 
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The Screen Actors Guild has sus-, 
pended 12 members who continued | 
to work with Hollywood Produc-' 
tions on a co-operative basis after | 
the SAG had nixed the plan. Play-| 
ers were on location at Victorville | 
when notified their cards had been. 
lifted. 


Guild Fights Strike Measure 


The SAG has joined union fight 
to defeat State Proposition No. 1 at 
the November election. Measure | 
would limit picketing and prohibit | 
unions and guilds from. soliciting | 
workers to join. Labor leaders claim | 
proposed law would practically elim- | 
inate strikes. The SAG has ap- 
pointed Ralph Morgan, Melvyn | 
Douglas, Dorothy Tree, Russell Hicks | 
and Laurence W. Beilenson, SAG! 
counsel to work with other organiza- | 
tions campaigning against proposi- | 
tion. 

Majority of votes already received 
by SAG on adoption of new by-laws 
favor proposition. If approved by 
51% of the senior membership, a 
modified form of autonomy will be! 
granted to extras. The name of! 
Junior Screen Actors Guild will be 
abolished and the members placed in | 
two classifications, Class A and Class 
B. 

Class B members would be per- 
mitted to initiate new legislation per- 
taining te Guild policies and to name 
three members to sit with the SAG 
board of directors when the legisla- 
tion is under consideration and to 
take part in the discussions. 

Kenneth Thomson, SAG executive 
secretary; Frank Gillmore, prexy of 
the Associated Actors and Artists of 
America, and I. B. Kornblum, Coast 
head of Theatre Authority and rep- 
resentative of the American Federa- 
tion of Radio Artists, returned yes- 
terday from San Francisco where 
they set deals for appearance of film 
and radio stars at Worlds Exposition. 

Time-Clecking Actors 

Time clocks for actors are being 
installed in all of the studios this 
week to keep track of hours worked, 
since new modification agreement 

provides for 48-hour week. Studio 
heads say plan will enable them to 
get the maximum work from play- 
ers without holding them overtime. 

Headquarters of the SAG will be. 
moved Nov. 1 to the eighth floor of | 
the Hollywood Professional Building. 
Tops say that concentration of vari- | 
ous departments under one roof will | 


i 
; 





increase efficiency and be more con- | 


venient to the membership. 
Few Affected by New Law 


Studios go on a 44-hour week 
basis this week in compliance with 
requirements of the new Federal 
wage and hour law. Few crafts will 
be affected, however, since the maxi- 
mum work week of most groups is 
lecs than 44 hours. 

In the meantime, company attor- 
neys have requested Commissioner 
Andrews to immediately clarify the 
bill as it applies to the film industry. 
In classifying 25.000 workers, pro- 
ducer-labor contacts found that 
there are more than 620 classifica- 
ticns of duties performed by em- 


mitted from the floor, it is generally 
believed that administration slate 
will go over. Nominees were se- 
lected by a nominating committee 


Disney Ahead of Sked, 
Starts on 39-40 Shorts 


composed of Mary C. McCall, Jr.,' 


chairman, Tristam Tupper, Maurice 
Rapf, Jack Natteford, Frederic Rin- 
aldo, Curtis Kenyon, Don Hartman, 
Robert Rossen, Gordon Kahn, Dore 
Schary. . 

Leonard S. Janofsky, counsel for 
the SWG, this week will press the 


Guild demand that the National La- ! 


bor Relations Board issue unfair 
labor practice complaints against 
major studios which have refused to 
negotiate with SWG as the exclusive 
bargaining representative for all 
scriveners, 

A press committee composed of 
Dore Schary and Maurice Rapf has 


been named by the executive board | 
| af the SWG to handle all newspaper 


releases. 


1 
Threat of the International Alli- 


anee of Theatrical Stage Employees 
to extend its jurisdiction to the entire 
film industry became a reality when 
International Photegraphers Local 
659 filed a petition with National La- 
bor Relations Board asking to be cer- 
tified as bargaining unit for all work- 
ers in the photographic end of the 
studios. This means that the IATSE 
will attempt to take the chief cam- 
eramen and first cameramen away 
from the American Society of Cine- 
mategraphers. Petition was signed 
by Herb Aller, business representa- 
tive of Local 659. 

These and other IA petitions for 
certification probably will be merged 
with petition of Jeff Kibre, charging 
that IATSE is a company union and 
producer dominated. Date for con- 
ference between studio executive, IA 


gional director of the NLRB, on the 
Kibre charges was set for Nov. 1. 

Studio Utility Employees Local 724 
has employec Carey McWilliams as 
attorney for organization. Latter is 
now drafting petition to be filed with 

NLRB this week asking for cer- 

tion of Local 724 as a bargaining 
unit for all studio laborers and 
charging IA with attempting to in- 
vade jurisdiction of the SUE. 

The Scenic Artists Association of 
America was certified this week as 
bargaining representative for studio 
scenic artists. Certification settled 
fight between the Association and the 
Motion Picture Painters Local 644 
for control of the artists. 

Set Designers Certified 

The NLRB also certified the Screen 
Set Designers as a bargaining unit 
for designers, etal. A check of studio 
payrolls by the NLRB disclosed the 
71% of the employees were members 
of the GUILD. 

Hearings on petitions of the Screen 
Publicists Guild, Society of Motion 
Picture Art Directors and Society of 
Artists and Illustrators for producer 
recognition were conducted during 
past week by William R. Ringer, ace 
trial examiner for NLRB. 

Leslie Thomas, Clyde Scott, Al 
Wise and Dorothy Doran Williams 
testified for the artists and illustra- 
tors. Bill Edwards represented the 














p'oves, involving professional, tech- 
nie*l, executive, artistic, managerial 
and manual services. General opin- 
ion is that wage and hour law will 
apply only to clerical workers, and 
most of these have been receiving 
overtime, 

Charles Brackett, who carried the 
brunt of the Screen Writers Guild 
ficht for producer recognition, will 
be elevated to president of the or- 
ganization at the annual election of 
officers on Nov. 9. Other nominees 
are: Vice-vresident, Philip Dunne 
and Mary C. McCall, Jr.; for secre- 
tery. Sheridan Gibney and Maurice 
Rapf; for treasurer, Boris Ingster and 
Ring Lardner, Jr. 

A total of 21 members of the ex- 
ecutive board will be elected from 
the following nominees: Melville 


| publicists; Stephen Goosson testified 
| for the art directors. Reports will be 
|prepared by the examiner and his 
findings submitted to the NLRB in 
Washington for final decision. 

Huntley Gordon, assistant to the 
president of Motion Picture Relief 
Fund, has been designated to round 
up films stars for the $10,000 weekly 
radio program which the Screen Ac- 
tors Guild has agreed to furnish for 
the benefit cf the MPRF. Nearly 50 
name players have already volun- 
teered their services for show, which 
is expected to go on the air with Gulf 
Oil as sponsors. 

Appointment of a committee to in- 
vestigate the possibilities of coordi- 
nating the production of duplicating 
master prints and negatives was an- 
nounced this week by Major Nathan 





tops and Dr. Towne Nylander, re- | 





Hollywood, Oct. 25. 


Disney is 
1938-39 product for RKO release that 
he has started production 
| Technicolor shorts for 1939-40. 
| viewed 12 of the 18 shorts needed 
| for the current season, and the other 
| six are awaiting the final okay for 
release. Five ‘Donald Duck’ car- 
| toons for next season are in work 
| and advance preparations for nine 
| other shorts are well under way, in 
addition to three of feature length, 
‘Pinocchio,’ ‘Bambi’ and ‘Musical 
Concert.’ 


| 
i 








‘Spring Again’ Changed 
Again for Langdon 


Hollywood, Oct. 25. 
Hal Roach came back from his 


vacation to find his picture, ‘It’s 
Spring Again,’ stalled by story 
trouble. Originally intended as a 


starrer for Roland Young, the yarn 
was rewritten for Stan Laurel and 
Oliver Hardy. The Laurel role is 
unsuited to his successor, Harry 
Langdon, 

Working on the script are Walter 
De Leon, Arnold Belgrade, Jack 
Jevne,. Eddie Sutherland, associate 
producer, and Langdon. 


WB-UA Preduct Deal 


One of its largest deals on the 
1938-39 product has been closed with 
Warner Bros. by United Artists, 
placing product of latter in the War- 
ner houses throughout the country. 

Harry Gold, eastern division sales 
manager for UA, negotiated the con- 
tract in New York. 

New Republic deals for '38-’38 in- 
clude the W. A, Simon circuit of 10 
Montana houses, Theatrical Man- 
agers’ circuit, operating in seven In- 
diana situations and Warner Bros. in 
Philadelphia, Pittsburgh and Wash- 
ington. Sam Flax, Rep franchise 
owner in Washington, and Harry 
LaVine, central district sales man- 
| ager, are in New York for h.o. con- 
| fabs. 














FLYNN’S FURLOUGH 


Hollywood, Oct. 25. 

Errol Flynn sailed for Honolulu, 
| extending the vacation he has had 
since he was stricken with pneu- 
monia, 

He is due to return by air in time 
to start work in Warners’ ‘Dodge 
City,’ slated to rol] Nov. 10. 








Levinson, vice chairman of the Acad- 
emy Research Council. Members of 
committee are Gerald M. Best, Law- 
rence A. Aicholtz, Fred Albin, Philip 
E. Brigandi, L. E. Clark, Alan Freed- 
man, Franklin LaGrande, Michael 
Leshing, Charles Levin, A. W. Miller, 
J. M. Nickolaus, Gerald Rackett, 
George Seid, Sidney Solow, Joseph 
Spray, John Swain, Ray Wilkinson. 

Claude Parfrey, of the Elstree Lab- 
oratories, London, and Randall Ter- 
raneau, of the Humphries Labora- 
tories, London, will represent the 
British film industry on the commit- 
tee. 

First work of the body will be de- 
voted to coordinating information 
among various laboratories on im- 
proved processes in making of prints 
and negatives for foreign release. 
This will be subsequently followed 
with a program for eventual stand- 
ardization of domestic procedure in 
the making of negatives and prints 
for the foreign field. 








so far advanced on his} 
on 18! 


Disney has completed and pre-| 





tinct developments attracted atten- 
tion in the stock market trading. 
One was the demand for Radio Corp. 
of America stocks and in lesser de- 
gree Columbia Broadcasting shares, 


| while the other was the interesting 
With three plants at work, Walt j 


‘move in Paramount's three class 
of shares and its possible signifi- | 
cance, 


Move in Radio issues started early 


Thursday, being based on David Sar- | 


noff’s statement that RCA and Na- 
tional Broadcasting (‘its  subsid) 
planned marketing some television 
receivers and to have regular sched- 
ule of test television broadcasts, two 
hours per week, before the fair 
opened in New York next April. 
This meant new highs for both the 
common and preferred shares, latter 
really showing the only marked ad- 
vance. 

Enormous volume in Radio com- 
mon recalled old times in the Street 
when Radio was being bulled sky- 
ward on its radio possibilities. How- 
ever, there are many thousand more 
shares outstanding now than at that 
time and thus far it has been difficult 
to move far. While there were the 
usual ridiculous statements in some 
brokerage circles regarding televi- 
sion possibilities, more conservative 
Wall Street element, familiar with 
actual facts, failed to see where any 
radio company or television outfit 
would be able to show substantial 
earnings from this field for years to 
come. 

Par’s Move 


An apparently concerted movement 
to push Paramount first preferred 
into higher ground was successful, 
this stock going into the century class 
for the first time since earlier in the 
year, and reaching 101 Monday (24). 
Because both this preference stock 
and the second preferred are con- 
vertible into common, traders were 
watching the spirited advance of Par 
first preferred with enthusiasm. Par- 
ticularly, since the common was kept 
well below the differential of 7 to 1 
on which this preferred is convert- 
ible into common. At present time 
common is 2 to 2% points behind 
first preferred on this ratio. 

The movement was viewed as pre- 
liminary to resumption of the halted 
campaign to get both preferred 
shares converted into common stock. 
This would be an ideal arrangement 
for Paramount, even if the remainder 
of the conversion program produces 
additional outstanding common 
shares. With virtually only one class 
of stock outstanding, the corporation 
would be in a position to pay divi- 
dends on the common alone. 

While the present year’s earnings 
may not justify any divvy on the 
common ,those holding Paramount 
shares are watching closely any hint 
that might indicate an early common 
share distribution. Right now few 
in the Street can see better than $1 
earnings on the common this year, 
if that much. However, the com- 
pany’s cash position is rated unusu- 
ally strong and might justify some 
common declaration. 

No question but that an outright 
cash distribution of $1.50 to $2 on the 
common would bring a rush of con- 
version of both first and second pre- 
ferred. For instance, $2 divvy would 
pay a first preferred stockholder $14 
(since he would get seven common 
for one preferred), as compared with 
$1.50 he presently gets quarterly. 
Even for second preferred sharehold- 
ers, it would mean in excess of $2 as 
compared with 15c quarterly pay- 
ment now. Both cash gains are based 
on theory that shares would be con- 
verted into common. This would 
swing a vast majority of present pre- 
ferred stockholders into common 
share classification, say financial ex- 
perts. 

In turn this would work two ways, 
because once the preferred shares 





were virtually eliminated and repre- 


focused on the way the new Par- 
amount 3%s were being pushed to 
new peaks. Still 10-12 points behind 
old 6% obligations, the new liens 
with common stock conversion privi- 
lege appeared headed higher. Both 
Warner Bros. bonds and certificates 
for the new obligations registered 
new peaks. Only about $10,974,500 
worth of older bonds remain to be 
converted out of more than $29,000,- 
000 total. 








LINCOLN 


(Continued from page 8) 


ifrom Varsity and might do $500, 
| poor. Last week, third for ‘Daugh- 
| ters’ (WB), so-so $700. 

Liberty (LTC-Cooper) (1.200; 10- 
15)—‘Guilty Trails’ (U) and ‘Little 


| Women’ (RKO), split with ‘Fiddlin’ 
| Buckaroo’ (U) and ‘Blind Alibi’ 
(RKO). Oke, $1,000. Last week 


‘Kentucky Home’ (Indie) and ‘King 
Arena’ (U), split with ‘Crime Ring’ 
(RKO) and ‘Chase Yourself’ (RKO). 
Okay $900. 

Lincoln (LTC-Cooper) (1.600; 10- 
25-35 )—‘Coed’ (20th) and ‘Time for 
Love’ (20th). Better than average, 
$3,000. Last week ‘Four’s Crowd’ 
(WB) and ‘Limberlost’ (Mono), got 
$2,700, fair. 

Orpheum (LTC-Cooper) (1.360; 
10-20-25-40 )—‘Racket Busters’ (WB). 
Probably in for five days: $1,000, 
good, Last week ‘Boys Town’ (M-G), 
held over from the Stuart, good 
$2,700. 

Stuart (LTC-Cooper) (1.900: 10-25- 
40)—‘Hot Handle’ (M-G). Should 
get $4,200, excellent. Last week 
‘Certain Age’ (U), had slow begin- 
ning, but wound up good at $4,400. 

Varsity (NTI-Nobie) (1,100; 10-25- 
40)—“My Heart’ (UA). About $2,000 
on the week, fair. Last week, ‘Al- 
giers’ (UA), disappointing at $2,300, 
but moved to the Kiva. 


DENVER’S B.0. FORTE; 
DOWNEY-LEGION OK 96 


Denver, Oct. 25. 

Six of the seven first-runs are 
above average this week, with three 
better than last week. Snappier 
weather is sending folks to theatres 
and boosting grosses. 

Stage show at the Denham, head- 
lining Morton Downey, proving a 
draw there. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400;25-40)—‘Cer- 
tain Age’ (U), after a week at the 
Denver. Strong $4,500. Last week, 
‘Five Kind’ (20th), good $3,500, with 
film running day and date wiih the 
Paramount, where it was double- 
billed. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,100; 25-40) — 
‘Boys Town’ (M-G) and ‘Rich Man’ 
(M-G), five days of second week 
after two weeks at Orpheum; ‘Hot 
Handle’ (M-G) and ‘Blockheads’ 
(M-G), two days after 12 days at 








the Orpheum. Nice $3,500. Last 
week, ‘Boys Town’ (M-G) and ‘Rich 
Man’ (M-G), good $3,000. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 25-35- 


40)—‘Sons Legion’ (Par) and Mor- 
ton Downey headlining stage show. 
Good $9,000. Last week, ‘Arkansas 
Traveler’ (Par), $9,000, good. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 25-35-50) — 
*‘Can’t Take It’ (Col), in for 10 days. 
Strong $11,500 and moves to Aladdin. 
Last week, ‘Certain Age’ (U), nice 
$10,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—Hot Handle’ (M-G) and ‘Block- 
heads’ (M-G), five days on second 
week, and ‘Room Service’ (RKO) 
and ‘Man Remember’ (RKO), two 
days on opening week. Okay $7,800. 
Last week, ‘Hot Handle’ (M-G) and 
a (M-G), very good 


Parameunt (Fox) (2,290; 25-40) — 
‘Drums’ (UA) and ‘Personal Secre- 
tary’ (U). Good $4,000. Last week, 
‘Five Kind’ (20th), running day and 
date with Aladdin, and ‘Meet Girls’ 
(20th), strong $4,000. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40) — ‘Five 
Kind’ (20th). after a week at each 
the Paramount and Aladdin, and 
‘Convicted’ (Col). Fair $1,500. Last 
week, ‘Co-Ed’ (20th), after a week 
at Denver, and ‘Danger Air’ (U), 
g00d $1,800. 
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Bers Town’ Screening for Educ’ 
Groups, Keynote for Revision of 
Quehec’s Annoying Ban on Kids 


By MORI KRUSHEN 


Montreal, Oct. 25. 
Special preview of ‘Boys Town’ 
(Oct. 20) arranged by Famous Play- 
®ers-Canadian Corp. for representa- 
tives of church, welfare and educa- 
tional organizations started off a gen- 
eral drive for revision of the Quebec 
Film Act which currently forbids ad- 
mission of children to motion picture 
theatres. 


The movement has powerful spon- 
sorship and promises well “even if 
there are concurrently reports that 
prominent ecclesiastics not only 
frown on any attempt to let children 
into theatres but are even pressing , 
for a Sunday closing law for pic- | 
ture houses, as in the Province of 
Ontario. 

Following the screening of ‘Boys 
Town,’ Hon. T. J. Coonan, provincial 
Minister without Portfolio in the 
Duplessis Cabinet, stated that the | 
public should tell the Government 
at Quebec what should be done with | 
regard to permitting children under 
16 to enter picture houses. 


Coonan said he was convinced that 
films could be of great help for edu- 
cational purposes and indicated he | 
would personally support a more) 
liberal policy in dealing with the| 
problem at the coming session of the | 
Legislature. This provincial cabinet | 
minister’s championship of the move- | 
ment for admitting children into pic- | 
ture houses indicates, in a convincing 
manner, that it is also the attitude of 
the Government and of Premier 
Dupkssis. 

With the Provincial Government 
scheduled to huddle shortly, Coonan | 
practically told the church and wel- | 
fare circles to organize a public 
movement in order to impress Pre- 
miere Duplessis with the popular 
will in the matter. From this it may 
easily be figured that Premier Du- 
plessis would welcome such pressure 
because it would give him an excuse 
for changing a law with which he 
undoubtedly has but little sympathy. 
A public demonstration of this sort 
would also serve to offset church 
pressure. 

Press Backing It 

Local dailies are backing the drive | 
for an amendment to the law, throw- 
ing open news and editorial columns 
for copy designed to get public sup- 
port for the movement to let chil- 
dren into theatres. 

The Quebec film statute is an arbi- 
trary ruling, cooked up in haste, 
without regard to censorship. It was 
speedily hatched many years ago fol- 
lowing a theatre fire in which scores 
of children were burned to death. In- 
stead of blaming lax enforcement of 
fire laws, the theatres have since 
been obliged to take the rap by the 
Government, 

Newspaper comment in general is 
to the effect that the law is due for 
revision, with modern fireproof thea- 
tres to be considered in the framing 
of any new laws. 

Latest drive for amendement to 
the old film statute is the strongest 
s0 far and is given additional impetus 
through the recent consolidation of 
Famous Players-Canadian here. With 
practically all first run houses pooled 
in the N. L. Nathanson organization 
and the United Amusement neigh- 
borhood chain also tied in, F.P.-Can. 
fis in position to accomplish more in 
the way of lobbying than previously. 
Also, the Nathanson stake is now so 
huge that it warrants concentrated 
and unremitting effort. 

Favorable settlement of the film 
statute would convert red ink into 
black in almost every independent 
and chain house in Montreal opera- 
ting at a loss. 

Action for revision of the film act 
was taken last year also. Premier 
Duplessis then indicated he might 
consider the matter favorably. 

Special permission was granted for 
the showing of ‘Snow White’ to chil- 
dren. But there was no organized 
public movement to support the ex- 
hibitors last year ‘such as is being 
organized at the moment. Last year 
prominent church men also stepped 
in and urged Premier Duplessis not 
to amend the law. Church circles 
last year also asked for a Sunday 
closing law. Duplessis granted 

neither the Sunday closing nor the 
amendment asked for by the theatre 
men. 

Indications are that the current 
mewspaper campaign, backed by/ 











PITT VARIETY SRO; 
OTHER CLUBS ELECT 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 25. 


Annual Variety Club banquet on 
Sunday (30), biggest event of year 
here for showmen, has been a sell- 
out for last couple of months and 
will attract at least 100 biggies from 
out of town, including Will Hays. 
Most of the visitors will come in 
couple of days ahead of affair in 
order to take in Pitt-Fordham game 
on Saturday. 

Norman Frescott will be toastmas- 
ter for sixth time and flock of name 
acts coming on from New York for 
the two-hour entertainment. Affair 
will honor outgoing chief barker, 
John McGreevey, and his successor, 
Ira Cohn. 


Philly's Officers 
Philadelphia, Oct. 25. 


William J. Clark, president of the 
State Motor Truck Association, sec- 
retary and treasurer of Horlacher 


| Delivery Service, was unanimously 


chosen Chief Barker of the Variety 
Club, at the first meeting of the 
newly elected board of directors. Ted 
Schlanger, Stanley-Warner exec, is 
first assistant chief barker; William 
H. Lee, theatre architect, second as- 
sistant chief barker, and Al Davis, 
20th-Fox, secretary. Earle W. Swei- 
gert, Philadelphia manager for Para- 
mount, reappointed chairman of the 
membership committee for 1939, 
with Ben Fertel, exhibitor, retaining 
chairmanship of the house commit- 
tee for another year. 

Newly elected board of directors 
composed of Clark, Schlanger, Lee, 
Davis, Sweigert and Léwen Pizor, 
president of the Motion Picture 
Theatre Owners; David E. Weshner 
of S-W, William Wolff, Al Fischer 
and Leo Posel, exhibs; David Supo- 
witz, theatre architect; E. M. Oro- 
witz, film writer; James P. Clark, 
president, Horlacher Film Service; 
present chief barker Jack Beresin, 
and ex-chief Barker Ben Amsterdam 
of Atlantic Theatres of New Jersey. 





Cleveland, Oct. 25. 

Howard Roth, Paramount booker, 
was elected commander of the Va- 
riety Post No. 313 of the local Amer- 
ican Legion, succeeding Harry Gold- 
stein, Paramount district manager 
here. 

John Himmelein appointed first 
vice-commander; Holbrook C. Bis- 
sell, second v.c.; Nat Barach, finan- 
cial officer; Dr. A. Bubis, adjutant; 
Jack Sogg,- first sergeant-at-arms, 
and Louis Swee as second; Aaron 
Wayne, chaplain. Club also voted to 
move its headquarters from the 
Variety Club to the Arena. 


Col. Settles Suit . 


Infringement suit brought by Val- 
entine Davies, playwright, against 
Columbia Pictures Corp. of Califor- 
nia and Tom Van Dycke, scenarist, 
over the picture, ‘Alibi for Murder,” 
was discontinued and settled last 
week, according to a stipulation filed 
in N. Y. federal court. Terms of set- 
tlement were not revealed. 

Action was for an injunction and 
accounting of profits, Davies alleging 
that most of the script of the picture 
had been thefted from his play, ‘The 
Fly in the Oinment.’ 











Cantor Denies 
Hollywood, Oct. 25. 


plagiarism charges 
damage suit brought against him by 
Andreas F, Michael over the produc- 
tion of ‘Ali 
20th-Fox, also named in the suit, filed 
a denial several weeks ago. 





RKO Reorg. 











(Continued from page 2) 





ecutive committee of the company. 


vered for that post for some time. 


other groups figuring in the RKO 
reorganization such as Atlas, Leh- 
men Bros., RCA, and other down- 
town or creditor interests, the di- 
rectorate is expected to include Ned 
|E. Depinet, v.p. in charge of distribu- 
| tion; William Maillard, v.p. and gen- 





urer of the company. Major-General 
James G. Harbord, Lunsford P. Yan- 
dell and William Hamilton, members 
of the old board, also will probably 
be reelected. . 


Schaefer took over Leo Spitz’s 
offices at RKO Monday morning 
(24) after being elected to pres- 


idency of RKO Radio Pictures, Inc., 
Keith-Albee-Orpheum and B. F. 
Keith Corp., principal subsidiaries 
of the parent RKO company. Pres- 
idency of RKO was deferred pend- 
ing final hearing on the reorganiza- 
tion yesterday (Tues.) before Judge 
William Bondy, and now bound over 
for another month. Giving up his of- 
fice but remaining with RKO in an 
advisory capacity, Spitz left for Chi- 
cago Monday (24) preparatory to 
returning to active law practice 
there at an early date. He will be 
available for RKO, meantimé, in a 
special legal advisory capacity on 
‘special matters.’ 

Spitz & Adcock, of which the re- 
tiring RKO president is a partner, 


|is a well-established Chicago law 


firm serving large accounts, among 
them Balaban & Katz. Six years ago 
Spitz was prompted to come into 
Paramount on theatre decentraliza- 
tion, real estate matters, lease re- 
ductions, etc., after Sam Katz had 
been asked to take temporary 
charge of production at the studio at 
a critical time. Among other things, 
Spitz succeeded in saving Par much 
money through rewriting of leases, 
reduction in rents and other obliga- 
tions, rent adjustments and rent 
abatements. 


After completing his special task 
in Par, Spitz returned to Chicago, 
only to be again enlisted three years 
ago to guide RKO over the danger- 
ous shoals it faced during reor- 
ganization. He was urged by down- 
town groups, notably Lehman 
Bros., to come into RKO. John D. 





Eddie’ Cantor filed a denial of 
in a $1,000,000 


Baba Goes to Town.’ 





steam from numerous welfare or- 
ganizations in conjunction with pub- 
lic clamor, may get results. 
Following organizations were rep- 
resented at the filming of ‘Boys 
Town’: Loyola College, Montreal 
Catholic School Commission, Asso- 
ciation Canadienne de la Jeunesse 
Catholique, Canadian Catholic Youth 
Union, Catholic Women’s League. 








Hertz, director of Lehman Bros., is 
a close personal friend of the Chi- 
cago attorney. 

In addition to the strong backing 
for Schaefer for the presidency of 
RKO from the many various banker 
and creditor groups in RKO, not the 
least of them the Rockefeller interest, 
he has long been an odds-on favor- 
ite in Spitz’s book. Just as Spitz 
left a remarkably fine record in 
Paramount and leaves an equally 
illustrious record in RKO, so does 
Schaefer have a background that 
points him eut for his new and, to 
date, largest post in the. industry. 
Coming up in the Paramount sales 
ranks to the post of eastern division 
sales manager under S. R. Kent, he 
became general manager of the com- 
pany during.77B and at one time, 
it is understood, was being con- 
sidered for the presidency there. 


Schaefer went to United Artists 
about two-and-a-half years ago and 
on leaving that company Oct. 14, 
sales of the 1938-39 product was run- 
ning about 25% ahead of the pre- 
vious year at the same time. The 
prior season (1937-38), Schaefer’s 
first with UA, was the largest in 
sales in the history of the company, 
according to claims. 


On appointment of Schaefer to the 
presidency of RKO, this becomes 
the second company now headed by 
a distribution leader, the other be- 
ing 20th Century-Fox, of which 
Kent is president. On sales man- 
power, RKO represents the strong- 
est of fiber with Schaefer as pres- 
ident; Ned E. Depinet, v.p. directly 
in charge of all sales; Phil Reisman, 
in charge of foreign distribution, 
and Jules Levy, under Depinet as 
general sales manager, plus E. L. 
McEvoy and Cresson E. Smith, divi- 
sion sales managers, who have been 
in the field many years in executive 
capacities. 





BICKFORD DETRAINS 


Hollywood, Oct. 25. 
J. Carroll Naish takes the part of 
the gambler in Paramount’s ‘Union 
Pacific,’ replacing Charles Bickford. 
Bickford checked in at Metro for a 
role in ‘Stand Up and Fight,” agree- 





amount later on. 


He is reported as having been fa- | 


In addition to representation of 





MORE 7% REVISIONS 
IN PHILLY SELLING 


Philadeiphia, Oct. 25. 








eral counsel: and W. H. Clark, treas- | 








ing to do another picture for Par- | 


Following reports from exhibs last 
week that United Artists had eased 
up considerably in its originally-an- 
nounced policy of all pix on percent- 
age, those who have been making 
deals with Universal during the past 
week declare also that they have 
been getting better terms than what 
were originally held out. 


Chain Store Legislation Seen As 2 
Threat to Theatres and the B.0. 


+ 





Chain store legislation, which 
may be enlarged in scope to include 
circuit theatre operations, is the Jat. 
est and biggest threat on the legis- 
lative horizon that the industry faces 
in the forthcoming Congressional ses- 
sion and state legislature meetings 
next January. Senator Patman, who 
had a chain store measure up in the 


last session of Congress, is coming 
back again with a revised bill. 

It will be recalled that originally 
he drew up his chain store bill to 





Universal’s policy was eight films 
at 35%, eight at 30% and eight at 
25% or flat rental. Exhibs say now | 
that there has been a reclassification | 
for those who put up a battle and | 
more films are being offered at lower | 
levies or on flat reniai. 

It was learned last week that UA 
buying was going so slowly that ex- 
change backed down from its ada- | 
mant all-percentage stand and = 
slipped in deals for flat sums, 


Schlesinger Cartoons 
In Commercial Tieups 


Chicago, Oct. 25. | 
Commercial tleups for the char- | 
acters in the Leon Schlesinger car- | 
toons are being arranged by Irving | 
Heinemann, who is now on a trip | 
to Chicago and New York to contact | 
commercial firms on such deals, 
Have deals on for four main char- | 
acters, Porky, Petunia, Elmer and | 
Daffy Duck, with Heinemann par- 
ticularly stressing fact that these 
characters asre being plugged in the | 
largest carteen series in the indus- 
try, with Schlesinger releasing 42 
cartoons annually. 








Hollyweod, Oct. 25. 
Leon Schlesinger is well ahead of 
his 1938-39 production schedule, 
with eight carteons already shipped 
and 26 in some phase of work. His 
entire Warners quota for the year 
is 42, 





W. S. Hart’s $500,000 UA 
Suit to Trial Once More 


Retrial of the $500,000 breach of 
contract suit brought by William S. 
Hart, former silent star, and his sis- 
ter, Mary, against United Artists, 
Inc., was begun Monday (24) before 
N. Y. Supreme Court Justice Ber- 
nard Shientag and a jury. Joseph M. 
Schenk, former head of UA, is ex- 
pected to appear as a defense wit- 
ness as he did in the first trial. Hart 
and his sister claim UA failed to 
properly exploit and exhibit the first 
picture the plaintiff attempted to 
produce on his own hook under UA 
auspices. Hart also acted the lead 
in the film, “Tumbleweeds.’ 

The Harts’ chief beef is that UA) 
block-booked the picture with a dog | 
flicker, thereby reducing its b.o. The | 
defense claims the picture was a flop 
and one of the reasons, according to 
testimony at the first trial, was due 
to Hart’s insistence that he portray 
the leads which part required an 
actor more youthful than the plain- 
tiff. The jury in the first action 
awarded Hart a verdict of $85,000. 
UA obtained a reversal and a new 
trial on appeal. 


TESTING BRONC RIDER 








include theatres but when Patman 
introduced the measure it excluded 
picture houses. Main idea of the 


| legislation as now understood is to 


make a new license tax so excessive 
for chain store establishments that it 
eventually probably would drive 


| them out of business since only nom- 
inal license tax would be charged the 
| smgie store operator. 


Aside from the possibility that cir- 
cuits, whether affiliated or independ- 
ent, would be ineluded under the 
scope of this national law or state 
measure, high officials in the trade 


| see in the measure a threat to their 


theatre operations. One executive 


| this week estimated that the elimina- 


tion of chain stores would mean the 
same as a 10% cut in salaries to 
average workers served by chain 
establishments since that much is 
described as the saving for house- 
wives trading with chains. 

Mdse. Vendors 


Then, too, there may be an at- 
tempt to bring theatres under the 
chain store classification in instances 
where it is found that the manage- 


|ment actually is operating stands 


selling not only ice cream, pop, 
lemonade, peanuts and souvenirs but 
other articles of merchandise. In 
any such fight to bring this type of 
theatre operation under the Patman 
statute, exhibitors do not count much 
on newspaper support because of re- 
cent fights waged by editors associa- 
tions on prevalence of screen adver- 
tising in cinemas. 

That the chain store legislation is 
viewed as a threat is seen in the re- 
port that ene picture executive cir- 
cularized various affiliated theatre 
heads with the recent Atlantic & 
Pacific paid ad clipping against at- 
tacks on chain stores. 

Louisiana state already has a chain 
store law, taxing being based on the 
number of stores operated in the 
U. S. by the chain outfit. Massa- 
chusetts also has been threatening 
with a chain store law and other 
states probably will be heard from 
at the 1939 sessions. 

If the presently proposed drastic 
chain store legislation goes through 
as a national law, evefi’ though the- 
atre circuits are not classed as chain 
operations, film officials fear that 
the economic effeet at the box office 
will be bad. Not orly will the 
elimination of chain stores mean less 
money available for the b.o., but a 
recent estimate showed that about 
350,000 chain store workers would 
be thrown out of work if the chains 
shutter. 

Placing that number of people on 
relief also is expected to show up in 
the national scale of things through 
additional taxes for relief funds. 


STUDIO CONTRACTS 


Hollywood, Oct. 25. 
Switzer inked new actor 





Carl 


ticket at Metre. 


Jacqueline Wells signed by Colum- 
bia for three pictures. 


Iva Del Jacobs, slim blonde cow- Metro handed Harry Bucquet a 
girl from Merriman, Neb., will be | new director pact. 
tested in Hollywood by RKO. Bronc| Warners’ contracted Wolfgang 


rider is currently appearing in the 
rodeo at Madison Square Garden, 
N. Y. She was on the Coast before, 
having doubled and stunted in half a 
dozen films. 





Reinhardt as writer. 


Hal Roach lifted Norbert Brodine’s 


cameraman option. 


20th-Fex handed Nancy Kelly a 


|new player ticket. 


Monogram extended its player 


However, she was scouted at the | dent with Boris Karloff from four 
Garden. Before reporting at the stu- to eight pictures. 


dio, Miss Jacobs will compete in the | 


RKO signed J. M. Kerrigan to 


Little Rock rodeo, which follows the two-picture player deal. 


Boston Garden date. 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywond, Oct. 25. 
Final tag for ‘North of Texas’ at, 
Columbia is ‘Rio Grande.’ 





Columbia switched from ‘Spy | 
Ring’ to ‘International Spy.’ 
Release title for Columbia’s ‘Not | 


for Glory’ is ‘Outside the Law.’ 


Warners renewed Gloria Dickson's 


|plaver ticket. 


Toscha Seidel signed to pact by 
Metro. 
Metro renewed Gus Kahn's con- 


tract. 





STORY BUYS 
Hollywood, Oct. 25. 
Gladys Hurlbut sold her yarn, 


‘Plane 66’ is the latest tag for Uni- ‘Lovers’ Meeting,’ to Universal. 


versal’s ‘Sky Police.’ 
‘The Girl without a Country’ at) 


Metro switched ‘Spring Dance’ to! 
‘Spring Madness.’ i 


Paramount ~ purchased ‘Madame 
Boubert of Cannes,’ a French. play 


|Grand National is re-titled ‘Exiled.’ by David Lefrem. 
Thelma Strabel sold her story, 
‘Shining Armor,’ to Paramount 
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Kentucky Follows Mo. in Frown 


On Movie Quiz; Exhibs Ignore It 


St. Louis, Oct. 25. 


Despite a ruling made last week 
by Assistant Attorney - General 
Franklin E. Reagan at Jefferson City 
that the $250,000 Movie Quiz is a lot- 
tery and a violation of the state stat- 
utes, members of the St. Louis divi- 
sion of the MPTOA of eastern Mis- 
souri and southern Illinois will pay 
no heed to it unless there should be 
a criminal action brought. 

Fred Wehrenberg, owner of a 
string of nabes here and prez of the 
MPTOA, said all elements of con- 
flicts with state and national laws 
were thoroughly ironed out by the 
film compznies at meetings held in 
New York by a committee of which 
he was a member before the final 
O. K. was made for the campaign. 
Wehrenberg said Postmaster General 
Farley Lad given the go-ahead signal 
only after he had consulted U. S. At- 
torney General Cummings on the 
legality of the plan and with this 
approval local exhibitors cannot fig- 
ure how Missouri’s attorney-general 
can nix the campaign in this state. 

A meeting of the Theatre Owners’ 
Assn. of St. Louis was in progress 
when Wehrenberg walked into the 
room with a newspaper account of 
Reagan’s ruling. Wehrenberg got in 
touch with his attorney who assured 
him that Reagan’s opinion was out 
of line with the details of the cam- 
paign and Wehrenberg, on behalf of 
the MPTOA, wired the attorney- 
general's office for a copy of the 
opinion. 

Local exhibitors who have dis- 
tributed approximately 150,000 quiz 
booklets are continuing to stress, in 
newspaper ads and trailers on their 
screens, the film features that figure 
in the Quiz. They report that biz 


quiz campaign began. 

Reagan’s action was made at the 
request of Prosecuting Attorney El- 
bert L. Ford of Kennett, Mo., who 
asked for a ruling because he be- 
lieved the contest was a lottery and 
had advised exhibitors of Dunklin 
county not to sponsor the contest in 
their Mecnide 

Reagan held that three elements of 
a lottery—consideration, prize and 
chance—were present in the contest 
and said, ‘The test of a lottery is not 
how adroitly worded the scheme is, 
but how it works. Consideration was 
present in the scheme since persons 
participating buy tickets to motion 
pictures and obtain with the tickets 
booklets containing rules of the quiz 
contest. Then they attend the pic- 
tures to get the answers to questions 
in the booklet. 

‘Prize is an element in the scheme 
since the winner was to receive $50,- 
000 and there were 5,403 other prizes. 
The element of chance consists of a 
50-word statement each contestant 
is reauired to write describing the 
picture he liked best, It is appar- 
ent that the determination of the 
best statement is left in the uncon- 
trolled discretion of the judges.’ 





Sez Schaefer 


George J. Schaefer, chairman of 
the pictures’ greatest year campaign, 
sponsoring the Movie Quiz contest, 
explained in New York that it would 
have been the ‘height of folly’ to have 
started the contest if it were a lot- 
tery or without full assurances that 
it was in accordance with postal laws 
governing lotteries. He pointed out 
that recognized contest authorities 
were consulted on every detail of 
Movie Quiz contest and then sub- 
mitted to U. S. postal authorities 
which passed it in every particular. 





' Kentucky, Too 


Louisville, Oct. 25. 

Bank nights and the $250,000 na- 
tionwide Movie Quiz will be banned 
in Louisville if the Court of Appeals 
upholds Acting Circuit Judge R. P. 
Dietzman’s ruling that the bank 
night law is unconstitutional, accord- 
ing to a statement of Safety Direc- 
tor Sam McMeekin. Statement fol- 
lowed an ‘off-hand’ declaration of 
Attorney General Hubert Meredith, 
that the Movie Quiz contest is illegal 
in Kentucky, since it constitutes a 
lottery. 

Judge Dietzman, in ruling the law 
invalid, said that the Legislature ex- 
ceeded its power in amending Sec- 
tion 2573 of the Statutes, which pro- 
vides the penalty called for in Sec- 
tion 226 of State Constitution. The 
Constitution declares all lotteries il- 
legal, and that no special privileges 
Can be granted. The amendment had 











Not Extending Quiz 





Executive committee for 
‘greatest picture year’ drive 
yesterday (Tuesday) officially 
decided not to extend closing 
date of Movie Quiz contest. 

Reason action was taken is 
that when first outlined all 
agreed that a four-month con- 
test was long enough, it was so 
outlined in rules and would be 
unfair to contestants if the final 
date was extended. 











FILM MAYORING 


GOOD PRESS GAG 


By GEORGE E. PHAIR 


Hollywood, Oct. 25. 


Introducing Her Honor the Mayor- 
ess, Glenda Farrell, chief executive 
(in a purely decorative way) of 
North Hollywood. This semi-public 
office, sans salary or authority, 
makes her the sole mayoress of the 
film colony, which is overrrun with 
mayors, 

With rare political acumen, Miss 
Farrell ran on two tickets—as her- 
self and as Torchy Blane. Count- 
ing the votes for both names, she 
won by a landslide over such astute 





statesmen as Bing Crosby, Lewis 
Stone, Charlie Ruggles, Tyrone 
Power and Mickey Mouse. Mickey 


ran a poor last on account of wom- 


|en don’t like mice. 
has been on the upbeat since the | 


Mayoress Farrell’s platform is a 
sound stage. It demands freedom 
of the press, with double-truck lay- 
outs on Sunday. It also calls for 
an A_ production, ‘Inauguration 
Day,’ slated to roll Dec. 1, with an 
all-star cast, of flacks and inter- 
viewers. 

Hollywood is thickly studded with | 
mayors, only one of whom actually | 
works at it. Al Jolson is the of- 
ficial headman of Encino and takes 
his job so seriously that his radio 
sponsor often has to step on the 
soft pedal to prevent Al, the mayor, 
from making political enemies for 
Al, the actor. He has been elected 
twice, indicating that he is a popu- 
lar chief exec. 

The rest of the mayors are non- 
partisan, non-salaried and non-op- 
erative except for publication. The 
voters of Studio City wanted a 
sterling citizen who represented the 
jittery trend of contemporary poli- 
tics, so they elected Hugh Herbert. 
Andy Devine rode into office on his 
voice. To the rustic folks of Van 
Nuys, it had the familiar sound of 
a rusty hinge on a barn door. Be- 
sides, they were sick of crooners. 

With one exception, the Hollywood 
mayors are so many Stitch McCar- 
thys, but they have never been or- 
ganized. 





Metro Testing Duo 


Dallies Frantz, concert pianist, {fs 
being screentested by Metro for 
juvenile as well as musical roles. 

June Preisser, currently in ‘You 
Never Know,’ also is being tested 
for pictures by Metro in hopes of 
developing her into a new type in- 
genue. Preisser Sisters act was split 
up when-Cherry Preisser married 
the son of Harry L. Hopkins, na- 
tional administrator of the WPA. 





excepted theatres, merchants and 
newspapers from the penalty pro- 
vided. 

Ruling by Judge Dictzman was 
given in a suit filed by a local tailor, 


who was readying a scheme whereby | 


he would give a free suit of clothes 
to a lucky customer each week. The 
merchant contended he obtained ap- 
proval of the city law department, 
but that he was stopped by the po- 
lice denartment when he was ready 
to get the contest under way Judge’s 
ruling was based on fact that the 
winner relied on chance, which was 
decided to be the key in the case. 
Local theatre operators have not 
taken any action as yet, contending 





Exhibs Drive 











(Continued from page 5) 





over failure to get enough contest 
films before the Movie Quiz is offi- 
cially closed, but higger first runs 
also have reason to kick on number 


! 


/ are laid out. 
Delayed Clearances 


Resume of situation made this 
week revealed that industry heads 


from subsequent-run theatres. One | 
trade leader admitted that there are 
|a lot of situations where independ- 
| ents will be unable to play any con- 
| test pictures before the first of 1939, 
| after the present closing date of the 
Movie Quiz. 
pendent exhibitors are striving to 





will get the films. 


extended. 


This presents a real problem be- 
cause moving up clearance is virtu- 
ally impossible in many situations. 
And many question the feasibility of 
extending the contest’s closing date, 
even if this were fair according to 
the rules of the contest. Public must 
be kept interested if the contest suc- 
ceeds, and this can’t be done if the 
Movie Quiz closing is extended three 
or four months, or until June 1, as 
some have. suggested. 


There are certain subsequent ac- 
counts, some with 12 to 15 runs ahead 
of their houses, which will be unable 
to play even 30 contest features un- 
der existing contest rules and present 
clearance. One New York circuit 
has about 200 theatres ahead of it on 
playdates while another got its first 
contest product Oct. 1. Another failed 
to receive a contest picture until 
Oct. 18. 


An exhibitor in the southern terri- 
tory also registered a_ legitimate 
complaint claiming that he would not 
receive his initial contest picture for 
180 days after the first one was re- 
leased final week in July. House in 
question is 120 days behind the first- 
run operation, which in turn is 60 
days behind national release date. 
Consequently, this third-run exhib- 
itor charges that his first contest film 
will reach his house about Jan. 15, 
| 1939, after the contest is officially 
closed. 





While this is an uncommon exam- 
ple, nevertheless the exhibitor in 
question has about 1,100 seats in this 
community, while the first-run exhib- 
itor has only 2,700. Figured that the 
first-run paid $270 for participation 
in the contest, while the subsequent- 
run house paid $120. 


Refunds? 


With such an alignment in mind, 
one suggestion is that there should 
be some.refund of coin. Plan out- 
lined is that if at least 50 contest pic- 
tures were not played, the exhibitor 
should get back a percentage of the 
coin he has put up, and that if he did 
not play at least 40 contest films, all 
the money he has advanced should be 
returned. However, no action has 
been taken on any such suggestions, 
but some such arrangement may be 
necessary if clearance is not moved 
up to enable the subsequent-run the- 
atre to cash in on the Movie Quiz: 


It so happened that the rules of 
this contest also hit big first-runs, al- 
though no big squawks have been 
heard. In such operations the thea- 
tres had its August releases out of 
the way by the time the contest 
opened, leaving only September and 
October releases, since pictures re- 
leased the last two months this year 
are not in the contest. 

Of September-October releases, 
larger first-runs would have room for 
only five fo nine contests entries. If 
the house got ‘Alexander’s Ragtime 
Band,’ ‘Marie Antoinette,’ ‘If I Were 
King’ or similar long-run features in 


would have room for only five or six 
contest pictures. And at least 30 
must be tabbed correctly to partici- 
pate in the contest. 


‘Gorilla’ Revived For 
Ritz Freres at 20-Fox 


Hollywood, Oct. 25. 














; ‘The 


Next picture for the Ritz Bros. 
Gorilla,” based on_ 


Spence’s old stage play recenily 


that the Movie Quiz is a national _ bought by 20th-Fox. 


promotion, and are resting their con- | 
fidence in the fact that the promo- | 
tors delved into the legal aspects! 
of the contest before releasing it to 
the theatres of the country. 


‘Take Her Down,’ originally slated 
| as the next production, is tempo- 
rarily shelved. Ritzes are currently 


| winding up ‘Three Musketeers.’ 


| of contest features the way the rules | 


are hearing more and more protests | 


This is the reason inde- | 
have clearance altered so that they | 


Either that or} 
they want the contest closing date 


this stretch, the operator probably | 


is | 
Ralph | 





Mayer Silks on 45 


Hollywood, Oct. 
Louis B. 








25. 
Mayer added eight 
| horses to his racing stable, mak- 
ing a total of 45 thoroughbreds, 
some of which are running at 
Bay Meadows and others train- 
ing for the Santa Anita meet- 
ing. 

Four outstanding nags in the 
latest shipment are Magic Hour, 
Ossabaw, Quick Devil and Peri- 
fox, a son of Gallant Fox. 


J.L&S. HAS CHI 
ORIENTAL NOW 











~_ 


Chicago, Oct. 25. 

Jones, Linick & Schaefer has taken 
over the Oriental, 3,200-seater on 
| Randolph street, on a 25-year lease. 
House, which had been operated va- 
iously as a vaudfilm, stage show and 
straight film spot by Balaban & Kaiz 
since its erection 12 years ago, has 
been dark since June. 

J. L. & S. is now operating the 
State-Lake and McVickers for Bala- 
ban & Katz on aé_ 50-50 basis. 
J. L. & S. plan to shift the vaudfilm 
policy from the State-Lake to the 
Oriental. But this is figured likely 
to result in Balaban & Katz exercis- 
ing its right to give J. L. & S. a 60- 
day cancellation notice on the State- 
Lake operating agreement, then tak- 
ing over the State-Lake for opera- 
tion under the B. & K. banner. If so, 
B. & K. would have three likely 
policies for the State-Lake. To con- 
tinue the present vaudfilm policy in 
competition with the J. L. & S. Ori- 
ental; to operate it with double fea- 
tures; or to put in first-run straight 
pictures on a single-o basis. 

Shift of the leasehold on the Ori- 
ental once more puts J. L. & S. on 
Randolph street rialto from where it 
was removed six weeks ago when 
Essaness took over the Woods. How- 
ever, J. L. & S. is still financially in- 
terested in the Woods, getting a 
share in the profits for the next five 
years. 


Det. Theatre Cashier 
Released on Parole 


Detroit, Oct. 25. 

Allen Yates, former cashier of 
United Detroit’s Madison theatre, 
was paroled last week from Jackson 
Prison, where he was serving a 
1-to-10-year term for embezzling 
$1,078 of house receipts less than a 
year ago. 

When he absconded with the re- 
ceipts, he was accompanied by his 
‘brother, Charles, then assistant 
cashier of the Michigan vaudfilmer, 
who was later charged with theft of 
$2,563 in that theatre’s receipts. 
Charles is still serving a term in 
Jackson Prison. 


Garfield in ‘Dust’ 


Hollywood, Oct. 25. 

John Garfield gets the role of the 
news photographer in ‘Dust Be My 
Destiny,’ the forthcoming Warners 
picture based on Jerome Odlum’s 
hovel. 
| Role features.a photographic ex- 
pose of politecal graft. 

















Tom Gorman’s Chi Spot 
Chicago, Oct. 25. 
Tom Gorman comes in as general 
press chief for RKO of the midwest, 
with headquarters here. 
Replaces Lou Blaine who heads to 
the Coast to join Universal. 








Throw Switch On ‘U. P.’ 
Hollywood, Oct. 25. 
Cecil B. DeMille’s ‘Union Pacific’ 
| went before the cameras on location 
in Utah, with Arthur Rosson direc- 
ting a troupe of 400. 
DeMille will handle the principals 
|on the Paramount lot with Charles 
| Barton as his assistan. 


Allied Loses, but, Also, Indies 
Needn’t Produce Their Books; B&K 
In Peace Overtures on Dualing 


+ 


Chicago, Oct. 25. 
Federal Judge James Wilkerson on 
Thursday (20) denied the petition of 
the Allied independent theatre own- 


ers for a temporary injunction 
against Balaban & Katz, Paramount 
and other distributors, restraining 
them from enforcing the present 
clearance system. Allied sought this 
injunction. preliminary to the hear- 
ing on its suit of restraint of trade 
and monopoly against B&K, Par and 
other distribs. In denying the plea 
for the preliminary injunction the 
court held that it would be impos- 
sible to hand down an injunction at 
this time without, in effect, giving a 
ruling on the entire case. 

It is understood that the plaintiffs’ 
attorneys, Joe Rosenberg and Aaron 
Stein, had but faint hope in getting 
this preliminary injunction okayed 
by the courts since at no time in the 
past have plaintiffs been able to ob- 
tain such an injunction in cases in- 
volving menopoly and resiraint of 
trade charges. 

Court gave the defendants 30 days 
in which to file a complaint answer 
to the original complaint. Court also 
quashed the subpoenas which would 
have forced the plaintiffs to bring 
their books into court. This latter 
came as something of a disappoint- 
ment to distrib managers and sales- 
men who had figured they were 
going to have a field day going 
through the exhibs’ books, and 
learning finally the exact financial 
standing of the theatres and their re- 
ceipts on pictures. ‘The managers 
and salesméh looked forward to see- 
ing these books and had figured that 
they would come out of the case a 
winner no matter how it was ace 
tually decided, since they would then 
be armed with real boxoffice infor- 
mation in future negotiations with 
exhibitors. 

See Accord 

Meanwhile, outside of the courts 
Balaban & Katz and the Allied ex- 
hibitors have- been making eyes at 
each other, and there is growing pos- 
sibility that there will be a settle- 
ment before the 30 days will have 
exnired. 

Double features squabble is the 
bone which is holding up the settle- 
ment and not clearance. B&K, it 
is reported, has made offers to re- 
duce the clearance in nearly all al- 
locations and situations, which would 
bring the indie houses close behind 
the loop and big nabe houses in the 
releasing schedule. 

But the Allied theatres feel that 
they are primarily battling double 
features, despite the fact that there 
is nothing fundamentally or basically 
illegal in double feature exhibition. 
And for that reason have not agreed, 
and are not likely to agree, to any 
ettlement which does not call for the 
elimination of twin bills. B&K, on 
its hand, is just as determined to 
keep twin pictures as a major part 
of its present policy, believing that 
the only way double bills can be 
eliminated is for the producers toe 
stop turning out so many pictures. 


100 Film-Lecture Dates 
For Mrs. Osa Johnson; 
Plane Crach Suit Due 


Mrs. Osa Johnson’s lecture tour, 
which opened last week in Westfield, 
N. J., has been laid out by Clark 
Getts to bring her into Los Angeles 
in December. Her suit against air- 
line based on alleged negligence in 
accident that killed her husband, 
Martin Johnson, comes up at that 
time, 

Mrs. Johnson has played 300 lece 
ture dates with ‘Jungle Calling’ film 
since widowed and will fill approxie 
mately 100 this season. 


Truex in ‘Balto Bubble’ 


Hollywood, Oct. 25. 
Ernest Truex gets the top spot in 
‘Baltimore Bubble,’ to be produced 
by Burt Kelly at Universal. Charles 
Graydon is doing the screen play. 
Shooting starts as soon as Trueg 
finishes his current job in ‘Ambush’ 
at Paramount, 
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THE POLICY OF ‘THE 
FRIENDLY COMPANY! 


IT IS neither fitting nor becoming for Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer to parade in the public prints 


the kindly and complimentary words which are being showered upon it in communications 
from our customers, and editorially in the trade press. 





THE PURPOSE of this advertisement is to register deep gratitude to our exhibitor friends 
for their faith and support. 


AS THIS new season proceeds on its way it has been convincingly demonstrated by early 


renewal of contracts that our customers of the past year were more than satisfied with our 
merchandise and our methods. 


TO THEM and to new M-G-M exhibitors we re-afirm our belief that successful operation is 
built on the confidence and support of happy customers! That is the essential of a profitable 
partnership and our appreciation of it is expressed in the fair policy of a friendly company. 


YOUR FAITH in M-G-M’s product has been answered again this season by a consistent 
supply of splendid entertainments. 


- 


YOUR FAITH in M-G-M’s sincere selling methods has been fulfilled this year too, as it was 
last season, in a reasonable and fair allocation of pictures. 


YOUR FAITH in a rosy future for your theatre is amply fortified by M-G-M’s Fall and 
Winter production activities. 


MONTHS AGO Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer set its plans for a 1938-39 season that would entail 
the largest outlay of production money which this company has ever expended. 


ONLY M-G-M with its vast reservoir of talents and story materials and its ability to take 
chances could do this. 


WITH BOOM conditions evident in America, the foresight of M-G-M in being prepared with 
“A” attractions for “A” times is added confirmation to customers of many years that true 
security rests in an M-G-M contract. 


IN A sentimental business we take the liberty of a heartfelt salutation: 


“WE ARE grateful to you who have made our success possible.” 


as 
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Inside Stuff—Pictures 


His fellow-workers in the Hollywood laboratories of Paramount and 
Metro did not suspect that the young slant-eyed Russian who worked there 
until last May was am authentic Russian prince and the godson of Czar 
Nicholas Il. The 26 year old Prince Alexis Nikolayevich Badmaieff, sound 
engineer and inventor, concealed his title while holding down technical | 
jobs in Consolidated Films, then Metro and finally for six months in Para- 
mount. | 

He left for New York in connection with several inventions in the field 
of sound repreduction. Audio Devices, Inc.. have bought an option on |! 








} 


a new recording mechanism developed by Prince Badmaieff. This week | 
he returned to Hollywood, where he expects once more to enter a film 
laboratory. 

Hollywood had a good chuckle over the rib on Sam Goldwyn that might 
have reached colossal proportions but for the vigilance of the New York | 
office. Producer was elected honorary Lord Rector of Glasgow University, | 
almost. News of the ‘election’ was contained in a wire to George J. P. 
Archibald, v.p. of United Artists Corp., Ltd., London. It bore the signa- 
ture of Duncan Johnson, head of the Glasgow U student body. Archibald 
cabled it to Hollywood, where the flacks ate it up. Suspiciously the home 
office execs delayed publication and wired Glasgow for further details. 
They found it was a traditional ‘rip,’ pulled once a year by prankish 
students. Last year the honor was bestowed on Haile Selassie, and the 
year before on Shirley Temple. 


—— 


Publicity experiment on Warners ‘Angels With Dirty Faces’ bans radio 
broadcasts, newspaper or mag serialization or any other medium which 
would tip off the plot in advance. Studio wants to know whether publicity 
of this kind, prior to a film’s release, is harmful to the boxoffice. Flack 
department has turned down several requests for broadcasts of dramatic 
sequences. 

Warners mulled a title switch for ‘Brother Rat’ for some time, fearing | 
possible confusion with the gangster cycle. Finally decided to rely on | 
pre-selling as a means to establish the meaning of the tag. Hence the 
‘world premiere’ ballyhoo at Lexington, Va., home of the Virginia Military 
Institute, background of the Broadway play, now a WB film. 

What may or may not be a publicity suit is that involving the chiro- 
practic sequence in ‘There Goes My Heart’ (UA). The American Bureau 
of Chiropractic, Inc., and its members, according to attorneys for the 
organization, filed in N. Y. supreme court Friday (14) for $100,000 dam- 
ages, naming Hal Roach, Alan Mowbray, Eddie Moran, Jack Jevne and 
Ed Sullivan co-defendants. 

The chiropractic outfit charges the picture is not only slanderous but it 
tends to hold members of the profession up to ridicule. It specifically 
objects to the inference set forth in the picture that the profession can be 
taught by correspondence. 





Newsreel films of the opening day’s services of the National Eucharistic 
services Tuesday (18) were destroyed in the Eastern Airlines plane from 
New Orleans which crashed in flames near Montgomery, Ala., a few hours 
after leaving there. Also destroyed in the flames was a short of Cardinal 
Mundelein taken by Metro’s News of the Day crew for the Catholic 
meeting. 

The publicity bureau of the Association of Commerce, although regret- | 
ting the loss, pointed out that it was raining during most of the opening | 
day ‘shots’ whereas the sun shone the rest of the week. 


j 


a | 

Annual award from Motion Picture Traffic Safety Committee (David S. 
Beyer Memorial Award), which went to March of Time last week for its | 
safety subject, ‘Man at the Wheel,’ is the sixth honor given M. of T. since | 
the short subject started three and a half years ago. Included in this list 
is the Academy shorts (newsreel) award, the laurel from American Society 


for Control of Cancer, and National Civil Service Assembly honor award. | Harry Hellman, owner of two Albany | 


Award was given Louis de Rochemont, producer of March of Time, at a 
gathering of 6,000 safety leaders at National Safety Congress, Chicago. 





Signing of Eddie Albert, legit actor, to a seven-year contract at War- 
ners, makes an even dozen young players undergoing intensive grooming 
for stardom. Others are John Garfield, Jeffrey Lynn, Priscilla Dean, Marie 
Wilson, Gale Page, Marie Wrixon, Rosella Towne, Ila Rhodes, Jane Wy- 
man, Ann Sheridan and John Payne. Albert’s contract was his third deal 
with the studio in five months, the last for ‘Brother Rat.” However, Albert 
can’t start for WB until the end of the run of ‘Boys From Syracuse,’ new 
George Abbott play for Broadway. 





International complications are irking actors and flacks at a major studio 
where a fair young femme from Europe is practicing newly acquired 
American phrases on her fellow workers, who are not accustomed to 
being addressed that way. Flacks, in particular, are burned up because 
she has learned to say ‘no’ with all its American trimmings, Young 
woman’s attitude has cost her a lot of good publicity and friends, 





J. Harold Murray's shorts he made for Mentome some time ago will be 
part of the former musical comedy star’s campaign for the Democratic 
state senatorship in Connecticut. Shorts will be screened cuffo in inter- 
ested theatres and Murray will follow up with personals—a sort of 
campaign stump tour under show biz auspices. 





David O. Selznick’s story department is hunting a yarn suitable as a 
starrer for Minnie Dupree, Broadway veteran. Search was ordered after 
the producer scanned 400 preview cards following the recent screening of 
‘The Young in Heart,’ which had been revamped since its first preview. 
Studio is also seeking stories to star Paulette Goddard and Richard Carlson. 





Next ‘Thin Man’ picture at Metro will introduce a new co-star team in 


| Stock was used by the chief exec as | CAmpaign. In the pie which Evens 


| York Post in 1935. Bonds were later 


| Continent. 


| M. Greenfield, Philly realty man and | pe 


|}company just before he went into 


‘to start construction of a 250-seat | 





Bill Fox’ Loaned 
bee Ele 000 Shes | EXPLOITATION 





:-: By Epes W. Sargent 





Philadelphia, Oct. 25. 


Attempt by the Philly Inquirer 
last week to smear Governor Earle : < sia 'o 
and Senator Guffey brought to light | ‘Boys go wear at sT"no hace of 
the fact that All-Continent Corp., |'Manager Harold ‘Chick’ Evens and | 
holding company entirely owned by | Jimmy Harris, p. a. at Loew’s, and | 
the family of William Fox, loaned | this pair heeded opportunity’s knock 


the governor 1,000 shares of stock. | and proceeded to put over a sock 


Ball Player Plug 


collateral for a loan of $50,000, with and Harris previewed several weeks | 


; _| before its showing here they noted | 
which he bought bonds of the New that Father Flanagan (Spencer 


Tracy) told Mickey Rooney that one 
sold and the stock returned to All- | of the former residents of ‘Boys 
Town’ had become a professional | 
Connection of All-Continent with ; ball player and had been signed by 
the governor, or the reason it should | ‘the St. Louis Browns. Evens and 


liend him the collateral—other than Harris checked the authenticity of | 


: ‘ ° the statement with Cy Casper, p. a 
. —" c > act a >} ’ : : 
that it owned an interest in the Post | o¢ the ball club and learned it was 


and was anxious for Earle to ad- | not only true, but that Larry Ken- 
vance the money—was not brought | nedy, the rookie ball tosser, had 
out in testimony before the House | been brought from one of the club’s 
Investigating Committee in Harris- farm teams and was in town work- 
burg last Wednesday. ing out with the rnajor leaguers. ; 
Asked why the corporation should Kennedy was sounded out for as- ; 


male the teak, dadiaiien af Ather sisting in the exploitation campaign, 
e en, €x een 6 bert | and the youngster co-operated 160%. 


visited the heatre where, 
anker, who brought out the Fox |through an arrangement Evens and 
connection, was: ‘Because All-Conti- | Harris made with the Post-Dispatch, 
nent had an interest in the New @ PD. m. rag, a half-page interview 


wac nhtnine - ; - = } 
York Post. It owned debentures of “*5 stent Reng > re rw 
$100,000 of the company.’ = te . rag _ nore a by a 
W De i ts f \e tare- 

1 & ac fic he . : 
All-Continent has figured in the ‘rimes, another p. m. rag, featured 
news continuously for the past sev- Kennedy in a series of photos in 


eral years as the result of court | which the theatre got plenty of men- 
charges that Fox transferred all of | tion. 
his holdings to the family-owned reainat 
Pairing Them Up 
Salt Lake City. 
C. Clare Woods, manager of the 
|Paramount, worked a slick bit of |; 


bankruptcy. 





Theatres-Exchan es (praisery for ‘Boy Meets Girl,’ cur- |! 

g rently playing, during the initial 

collegiate football contest between | 

, ae university of Utah and Montana 
Cleveland. /| State College here. 

Al Gregg, former newspaperman He distributed 8,000 cards, num- 
and p.a. for RKO Palace, made pub- | bered in duplicate to grid patrons. 
licity director of -Republic Pictures Card holders were instructed to 
in Ohio and West Virginia territory | wear button in plain sight. Boy and 
last week by Nat Lefton, zone man- | girl wearing the same number re- 
ager. ceived a brace of Annie Oakleys. 
Exploitation gag, while aimed to 

Greensboro, N. C. attract the rah-rah trade, drummed 

Plans for a new moving picture |up interest among the alumni as 

theatre with a seating capacity of | well. 
700, to be located just off the campus | 
of the Woman’s College of the Uni- | 
versity of North Carolina are near-,| 
ing completion. 








New Style Kid Show 
Spartanburg, S. C. 


Tying-up with local Foremost 
Troy, N. Y. | Dairies branch, State very effective- | 
Fifth Ave. theatre, of the Rosen-jly has launched ‘Back to School’ | 
thal-operated group, has been sold} boys and girls matinees. Shows all 
by the Troy Savings Bank to the | scheduled Saturday forenoons, there- | 
Sequoia Theatre Corp. Latter re- | by avoiding conflict with studies and 
cently formed by Albany men, with | home-work. 





Dairies coming in with free pop- | 
| sicles and balloons, plus a Foremost 
milk caps swap for prizes. Idea has | 

Omaha. been enlarged to include theatre’s | 

Business men at Dunning, Neb., are | safety club, a sure-fire stunt for sev- 
planning a new 250-seat theatre to/| eral years. WSPA has been hooked- 
cost $12,000. H. K. Holly, in charge. in for safety club shows and com- 

Members of Local B47, Film Ex-| bination has attracted wide attention. 
change Employees Union, had their 


nabes, reported as interested. 





St. Louis. | 


On the Job 


‘Around the World,’ United Art- 
ists’ foreign house organ. produced 
an original front page recently when 
the space was given to war news, 
each heading followed by a line tell- 
ing of the triumph of U. A. bookings 
in that section. As an example the 
Prague dateline carries: ‘Czechs 


|; mobilize for war in 6 hours,’ fol- 


lowed by ‘Polo, Blockade, Follies 
record wreckers.’ It got atiention 
and emphasized the fact that pictures 
are on the job in all the war-torn 
countries. 

It is not always easy to carry on, 
particulariy in the more active areas, 
Norman Westwood, Shanghai mana- 
ger, recently wrote that the offices 
were on the edge of the bombed 
area and all of the windows had been 
blown out, but that the staff was 
carrying on and not even ducking at 
ithe drone of the militant planes. 


Those Metro Marionettes 
; rose. St. Louis. 
Advance exploitation for MGM’s 
‘Great Waltz,’ ‘Sweethearis,’ and ‘The 
Citadel’ skedded for early runs at 


' Loew’s, was achieved last week by 
: Manager Harold ‘Chick’ Evens, p. a. 


Jimmy Harris and his aide, Wallie 
Heim, when they made a tieup with 
the Board of Education, the Wash- 
ington university and two indie 


houses whereby these MGM mari- 
onette movies were shown. It is a 
rare occasion when the board of 


' Education yields the schools for this 


purpose but it succumbed to the 


; pleas of Loew’s representatives. 


The auditoriums of the Cleveland 
and Beaumont high schools, located 
in opposite ends of this burg, accom- 


| modated approximately 7,000 pupils 


and about 4,000 students at the Wash- 
ington university took advantage of 
the opportunity for a free look. The 


| Uptown and Will Rogers, indie nabes, 
| showed the pic. Both houses run 


MGM pics as second runs. The local 
showing of the marionettes began a 
midwest tour which is exvected to 
bolster biz considerably when the 
features are shown in this territory. 


Search for Sisters 


Camden, N. J. 
Gratified with the results from the 


| stunt he staged in connection with 
| ‘Love Finds Andy Hardy,’ for which 


he received considerable publicity 
by promising free grub and an eve- 
ning’s entertainment to the largest 
family in Camden and vicinity, Jo- 
seph Murdock, manager of the local 
Stanley, put out a call last week fer 
four West Jersey sisters bearing a 
close resemblance to the four girls 


| in the title roles of the film, ‘Four 


Daughters.’ 

Seems that Camden can duplicate 
Hollywood any day in the year, for 
there was no dearth of candidates 
for the free dinner and show that 
was in store for the girls who fit the 
bill. Search for the quartet of girls 
netted the Stanley publicity aplenty. 





— | 





annual party this week in the union 
clubrooms on Filmrow. Committee 





. 





included Fritz Bierman, Gus Kopald 
and Phil Mansell. 





Los Angeles. 
F. J. Casey reopened Mission, San 
Juan Capistrano. 


New York Theatres 





TOP CERRONE TEEN EDAAED ORE LORAAADEFITDD 
Se Le 





Morris Safier back from northwest 
where he appointed two Grand Na- 
tional branch managers—Lloyd V. 
Lamb, Seattle, and G. E. Jackson, 
Portland. 

Lewis Berkoff building new thea- 
tre to be completed in three months, 
seating 400. 

_Kelly Seligman bought the Colum- 
bia, dark eight months, from George 
Finck; will be reopened as Dorkel. 

George T. Brown, owner of Riviera 
for 10 years, sold it to Shamberg- 
Finkelstein interests. 





Lincoln. 
H. K. Holly, Dunning, Neb., plans 





theatre in that location within a. 
month. 





Price status in theatres here is 








Virginia Bruce and either Melvyn Douglas or Reginald Gardiner. With 
William Powell definitely out of the cast, Myrna Loy thought a complete 
change of faces would be better than a partial switch, so she retired in 





favor of Miss Bruce. | less than 10-15-20, and four are on a 
10-25-40 basis now. Only three 


Latest arrival at Boys Town, Neb., was an ll-year-old lad from New | 
Jersey who saw Metro’s picture about Father Flanagan's home one night, | 
got spanked for staying out late at the theatre and hitch-hiked to Omaha. | 
While held here by police pending word from his parents, the lad decided | 
that after all, ‘There’s no place like home.’ 





W. G. Van Schmus, managing director of Radio City Music Hall, N. Y., | 
heads the motion pictures group for the annual membership drive of the 
New York chapter, American Red Cross. Campaign extends from Armis- | 
tice Day (Nov. 11) through Thanksgiving. 





‘This’ll Make You Whistle,’ Herbert Wilcox production, starring Jack | post. 
Buchanan of two years back, was held up for U. S. release due to failure | 


to get Hays organization approval. Finally Joebreened and edited, it 


opens at the 55th St. Playhouse Oct 31. 


Twentieth-Fox is planning a special showing of ‘Submarine Patrol’ at | John Goring, resigned. Latter stick- RADIO 
ing around to await outcome of)|| CITY MUSIC HALL 


Annapolis Oct. 30. Trade paper representatives will be taken down in 
cars Saturday (29) for a dinner at Annapolis and the special screening. 
Marc Lachmann’s exploitation stunt. 

Music Corp. of America’s ‘Ice Follies’ troupe is collecting $12,500 a week 
for the four weeks it idled while the Metro film was being readied, That's 
the ice show’s regular figure, 


| for 5e 


| week. J. G. Fair of Laurens, Iowa, 
{is the owner. 


| John Goring, who is leaving that WINGS” Bay 
init || Fred MaeMurray Quintet 


better than it has been for several 
years. By Jan. 1, there will be no| "4" 4 50th & 
house on theatre row operating for 





= 
“SUEZ” 


—On the Stage— 
New Stage Show 


months ago, dual bills were going | 











ALL 25¢ To 
Des Moines. SEATS 1PM. 


Ogden, Ogden, Ia., opened last 











| PARAMOUNT... 
In Technicolor —IN PERSON— 
| Mark. WARNOW 









Akron, O. 
oder a. manager of the 
olonia ifted to manager of the || ,, 
Fulton, in Pittsburgh, succeeding | “MEN WITH 





————————— 


Pittsburgh. {Hi a ~A ‘Campbell .| 


Robert W. Rhodes of Shea’s Colo- | "' 
| nial, Akron. O., named manager of 
Shea-Hyde Fulton here. He succeeds 


Maxine Sallivan 
Ann Miller 











couple of local deals pending fire. 
Maurice Kincler of WB foreign 
| department in New York has joined 
WB-FN exchange here as salesman 
covering W. Va. territory. He re-| 


“YOUNG DR. 
KILDARE" 


Spectacular Stage Productions 


places Bob Dunbar, recently upped 
' to office manager and city salesman. 















SWAY & 47th St. 25e 
SHONITE FILM NIGHTLY 6. ogee 
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WALLACE MICKEY 
BEERY @® ROONEY 


“STABLEMATES” 


Coming—Robert Donat-Bosa- 
lind Russell in “The Citadel” 


TODAY ONLY 
“Spawn of 


The North” 
VAUDEVILLE 
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Hookups Dwindling in Size; 
Aggravates Network Relations 


With Supplementary Stations 





While the NBC red (WEAF) link 
and CBS have about the same num- 
ber of accounts as they had last sea- 
son, their bdillings will reflect no 
small letdown in the sale of supple- 
mentary station. Average number 
of stations per account has fallen off 
perceptibly in the case of each net- 
work. This advertiser tendency to} 
contract the station list, instead of 
expanding it, has produced a serious 
problem, especially for Columbia. It | 

makes it so much harder to keep the | 
supplementary stations happy. 

Comparing like weeks in October, | 
the breakdown of CBS’ commercial | 
lists show that in 1937 the average 
daytime hookup consisted of 40 sta- 
tions, whereas this year it’s 33 sta- 
tions. Average nighttime hookup 
last year came to 64 stations, and 
for the current year it was 62 sta- 
tions, 

Downward 

Columbia’s daytime business isn’t 
what it was in either volume or per- 
centage last season. Analysis of the 
same October weeks discloses that 
the daytime billings last year was 
35.7% of the whole as compared to 
this year’s 31.1%. What was CBS’ 
major loss, the General Mills busi- 
ness, has proved NBC’s boon. Lat- 
ter network’s daytime business is 
thereby bigger than what it was in| 
1937. Breakdown of the NBC Sep- 
tember revenue puts the daytime 
split this year 33%, while last year 
it was 26%. 

Columbia is assuring its affiliates 
in the supplementary groups that the 
network anticipates a sharp upturn 
in billings with the first of 1939. Also 
that the turn of the year will find 
clients adding more time to their 
schedules and expanding their pres- 
ent station lists. 

CBS officials are also telling these 
affiliates that they are confident that 
not only will business pick up in a 
big way for the network at that 
time, but that 1939 will be as big as 
1937 in the sale of hookup time. 











‘SOCONY SEEKING 





WNEW INCORPORATES 
AN ARTISTS BUREAU 


Albany, Oct. 25. 
WNEW, N. Y., has incorporated a 
talent booking setup for itself. Latest 
will be tagged the WNEW Booking 
Office, Inc. Application for such 
charter was filed with the Secretary 
of State’s office yesterday (24), with 

Sol Rosenblatt named as attorney. 








New office will be distinguished 
from the present WNEW Artists Bu- 
reau, Inc., in that it will devote it- 
self exclusively to booking outside 
talent for commercial programs, The 
artists bureau will confine itself to 
handling persons who are under 
managerial contract to the station. 





Sam Kurtzman, five years a script 
writer for Eddic Cantor, en route to 
the Coast to join the Al Jolson writ- 
ing staff. 





AFRA’s Chicago Dance 


Chicago, Oct. 25. 
American Federation of Radio Ar- 





| tists local shaping plans for its first 
| ballroom affair. 


It’s a sustaining shindig tagged 
‘AFRA Antics’ and is scheduled for 
Nov. 11 in the hote. Sherman, 





RADIO DUCATS 
GO BEGGING | 
NLA 


Hollywood, Oct. 25. 


Unless ducat hounds to radio 
shows whet their interest in the 
afternoon broadcasts which = are 
piped east, this point of transconti- 
nental origination stands to lose a 
few shows to the east. If there isn’t 
a fast pickup in attendance, both Jack 
Haley and Al Pearce may pack up 
their duds and hike east. At a re- 
cent Haley show only about 100 
showed up in a studio seating around 
450. Response to gags carried too 
much of a hollow sound to satisfy 
the auspices. 


Nights shows are a cinch fillup but 
it’s almost next to impossible to 
round up a representative audience 
around 4 to 5 p. m. 


| 
| 











RADIO PROGRAM 





Socony may return to the air walt 


va ae show. It’s confined itself | 

the past two years to local news 
an live talent programs but quie? 
inquiries made by the account’s 
agency, J. Sterling Getchell, in the 
talent field last week indicated that 
the petrol combine was open to con- 
viction. 

Socony has a crosscountry dis- 
tribution with the exception of a 
couple of western states. It is also 
out of the lower Atlantic seaboard 
and South Central areas. 





Betty Garde, Kin Cotton 
Head Collins’ Serial 


New 15 min. across-the-board 
family serial is being offered by the 
Ted Collins Corp. It’s labeled 


‘My Son and I’ with Betty Garde and 
Kingsley Cotton in the leads. 
ten by Frank Provo. 

Program was waxed from an audi- 
tion latter part last week with sell- 
ing being done from cuttings. 


Writ- 











Husing’s Lost Score 





Ted Husing stepped into ra- 
dio’s chamber of horrors last 
Saturday (22) without knock- 
ing. He merely lost a Prince- 
ton touchdown during the Navy 
game. It happened as follows: 

With Navy in front 13-6 late 
in the fourth quarter, Princeton 
uncorked a successful forward- 
lateral good for around 45 yards. 
According to Husing it was now 
first down for the Tiger on the 
Middies’ 4-yard line—and lo, 
Princeton was lining up to try 
a field goal. Listeners were 
aghast. Even Theodore seemed 
a bit puzzled. The kick was 
true and Husing announced the 
score as 13-9. At which point it 
dawned on Husing that it wasn’t 
a field goal at all; Princeton had 
converted the point after touch- 
down, the previous forward- 
lateral play having carried 
across the goal line. 

Well, let’s not be rough on 
dear old Ted. What with his 
hair, a cold, and the sun was 
But if he roots 
for Navy against Army the way 
he did Saturday, the squawks 
will be tremendous. 

Which reminds that at the 
start of each football season that 
gasoline company calls all its 
grid announcers together and 
they hold school for a couple 
of days. Move over, boys, com- 
pany’s comin’, 


fe. hhie fern + 
it MIS EYES tO, 











Carter Whams 


Radio Control 
Of Controversy 





Hartford, Oct. 25. 
Press is three times as free as the 
radio, Boake Tarter told a large au- 


dience at the Bushnell Memorial here 


Wednesday night (19) in one of a 
series of talks throughout the coun- 
try. ‘All that you hear over the 
| networks,’ said the erstwhile news 
commentator, ‘is merely parroted 
news. Positively no discussion is 
allowed.’ 

Radio news broadcasting is com- 
pletely under the thumbs of a Wash- 
ington ‘group who are the most un- 
scrupulous I have ever encountered, 
and I have encountered a great many 
in my day.’ For this group to per- 
petuate themselves in office it is 
necessary for them to suppress the 
viewpoints contrary to their philoso- 
phies, he said. 

Carter said that the integrity of 
the nation’s press is being under- 
mined by the Washington group 
through the radio. He added that 
98% of newspaper publishers are ‘as 
honest men as can be found any- 
where in the country.’ 

Washington has so scared the 
people who control the networks 
that they fear to make a comment 
contrary to_fis wishes in the radio 
news services, he claimed. 


KDKA Show to WTAM 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 25. 

Pittsburgh Coal Company has 
signed Bernie Armstrong and Aneu- 
Tin Bodycombe for 26-week organ- 
piano series on a three-station hook- 
up. Program will emanate from 
KDKA here and is to be fed also to 
WTAM, Cleveland, and WLEU, Erie. 
It’s the same setup sponsor employed 
last season when Lois Miller, organ- 
ist, had the spot. Latter has left to 
make her future home in New York, 
where she will do radio work. 

Both Armstrong and Bodycombe 
are KDKA staff members. Program 
labeled ‘Fireside Reveries’ and mu- 


sic will be chiefly of the homespun 
variety, 


Danker’s New Kingdom 


Hollywood, Oct. 25. 

New site for J. Walter Thompson 
agency across the street from the 
new NBC plant will house the com- 
bined offices of the Hollywood and 
downtown quarters under the direc- 
tion of Danny Danker, vice prez in 
charge of Coast radio. Building is 
being remodelled for Jan, 1 oc- 
cupancy. 

Deal represents $250,000 invest- 
ment for Thompson agency. 




















JOLSON SLANDER CASE 


Ad Lib Crack Up for 
Adjudication 





Damage 





Pittsburgh, Oct. 25. 

Slander action against NBC by the 
Summit Hotel of Uniontown, Pa., 
went to trial yesterday (Monday). 
Pending for three yea"s action orig- 
inally included Al Jolson as a de- 
fendant, Jolson was subsequently 
dropped and NBC is defending. 

In an interview with Sam Parks, 


| Jr., then national golf champ, Jol- 
|son ad libbed four words which the 


| hotel thinks calls for $100,000 dam- 
| ages, 


D.C. WHISPERS 





| after 











‘HORIZON IS 
FORGOTTEN 


Washington, Oct. 25. 
Federal Communications Com- 
mission had apparently voted unani- 


mously to renew the license of| 
WTCN, Minneapolis. Action had 
been held up on the application 


a Minneapolis listener had 
complained about the language con- 
tained in an NBC broadcast of Eu- 
gene O’Neill’s ‘Beyond the Horizon.’ 
WTCN carried the program as the 
local release for the blue (WJZ) 
link. Possibility that the commish 
might take disciplinary steps toward 
the station because of this lone 
squawk drew considerable critical 
attention. 

No confirmation of the commis- 
sion’s nod on the WTCN application 
could be obtained yesterday after- 
noon (Tuesday). 


VANDA IN CHICAGO 
ON PURINA DEAL 


Chicago, Oct. 25. 

Charles Vanda, Coast program di- 
rector for Columbia, is here to work 
out the details of one of his experi- 
mental programs for Purina spon- 
sorship. 

Half hour piece, ‘I Was There,’ 
deals with the experiences of per- 
sons who were on hand at mo- 
mentous occasions. Episodes will be 
dramatized and the eye witnesses 
making appearances. Vanda_ will 
likely produce the show on the 
Coast, where it will be given a trial 
run before going transcontinental. 


No Parking—Literal 


Closing of the one remaining au- 
tomobile parking space in Radio City 
where workmen are now excavating 
to lay foundation of a new building 
has created an acute parking prob- 
lem for NBC radio people. Only 
others are between Sixth and Sev- 
enth avenues, running through from 
50th to 5ist and 5lst to 52d streets, 
and they’re usually so jammed with 
shoppers’ cars the SRO sign is al- 
most always up. 

New building will be ready in 
April, °39, with plans making pro- 
vision for underground storage of 
about 800 cars. 

















KYW’S LOCATION SCOUT 
Philadelphia, Oct. 25. 

Jim Harvey, of the program de- 
part of KYW, was selected by the 
Pennsylvania Railroad to make a 
trip into backwoods Pennsy today to 
select appropriate spots to send their 
special train for camera pie on 
Sundays. 

Harvey conducts the city’s largest 
amateur lensers’ club on KYW. 





Elaine Carrington in L.A. 

Elaine S. Carrington, author of 
‘Pepper Young’s Family’ serial and 
other radio plays, trained out to the 
Coast last week to be on hand when 
two of her scripts, ‘Boy Loves Girl’ 
and ‘Tony Donello’ are presented on 
‘Doctor Christian’ program (Chese- 
brough Co.) with Jean Hersholt. 

Mrs. Carrington returns to New 
York early in November. 





Mann Holiner off for New York 
next week to confer with Martin 
Gosch on the new Robert Benchley 
show for Old Gold, 





KQV-PIRATES 
SETTLE OUT 
OF COURT 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 25. 

Pittsburgh Baseball Club’s $100,000 
suit for damages against KQV was 
settled out of court last week. Un- 
derstood no money was involved, 
with station merely agreeing to lay 
off any future attempts to broadcast 
accounts of Pirates home games in 
future, 

Action grew out of KQV’s illegal 
knothole play-by-play descriptions of 
baseball games at home even before 
club had sanctioned sponsored broad- 
casts over KDKA-WWSW by So- 
cony-Vacuum and General Mills 
from Forbes Field. Club applied for 
court injunction restraining KQV 
from ‘trespassing On private prop- 
erty’ and added rider asking for 
$100,000 damages. 

Injunction was granted in Federal 
Court couple of months ago, with 
club’s expected abandonment of 
damages claim coming several weeks 
after that. 


U.S. Rubber Nixes Novelty 
Idea Hitched to ‘Unknown’ 
Penn Wayne Orchestra 











Currently auditioning for a returrf 
to the air with the upswing in auto- 
motive production, U. S. Rubber of- 
ficials and Campbell-Ewald agency 
men listened to an audience partici- 
pation idea built somewhat -along 
the lines of the Kay Kyser show 
last week and turned it down. Idea 
is the property of Gene Gaudette, 
band manager. 

Although Tire and agency men 
expressed a liking for the setup and 
the Penn Wayne orch, it was nixed 
when they found the crew, now at 
the Cafe Loyale, N. Y., and managed 
by Gaudette, went with it. Audi- 
tioners wanted to use it with a name 
band, which in turn was nixed by 
Gaudette. 


CALL WELI CONTEST 
WINNER INELIGIBLE 


Bridgeport, Oct. 25. 

Bridgeport A. F. of M. local filed 
strong protest against WELI, New 
Haven, for permitting Fred Esposito 
quartet, Bridgeport unit, to come 
pete in station’s first annual swing 
carnival. Esposito bunch won event, 
in which units from all parts of Con- 
necticut performed. 

Jesse Greenwald, president of 
Bridgeport local, advised James T. 
Milne, WELI manager, prior to 
event agaihst letting group play but 
Charles H. Wright, station’s program 
manager, felt Esposito combo wags 
eligible. When judges voted four- 
some winner, Greenwald made it 
plain that WELI could not go ahead 
with scheduled plans to make trophy 
presentation on air. Ceremony was 
called off. 

Carnival was open to ‘amateur 
groups,’ and according to local prexy 
Esposito didn’t fit the class. 


WMCA’s Chi Office 


Chicago, Oct. 25. 

WMCA, New York, is opening a 
sales office in Chicago immediately. 
This follows the severance of the 
Transamerican arrangement. Pre- 
viously WMCA had Ray Linton. 

J. M. Ward, from Transmerk, and 
G. B. McDermott, of NBC anteced- 
ents, will be the staff of the new 
office, 


FISHFACE IN KANSAS CITY 
Kansas City, Oct. 25. 
Senator Fishface (Elmore Vincent) 
joins Johnny O’Brien and His Har- 
monic Hi-Hats in Kansas City this 
Thursday (27). He will m.c. the 
show and do his Fishface routine. 
Tour will be through the midwest, 
south and southwest, 




















Kate Smith With Jolson 

Kate Smith guests on the Al Jol- 
son show Nov. 8. Lever Bros. show 
did its first of a series from New 
York last night (Tues). 

Singer also guested on Benny 
Goodman’s Camel program last night 
(25) as did Hugues Panassie, French 





Swing critic, 
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SPONSOR PAYS SOCIAL TAX 


That Newspaper Ban-Wagon PACKAGES DUCK Radio (Interstate Commerce) Not 
tomas ton nee zt emo ote mee’ EMBL AVE STAT |S, Much Affected by Wage-and-Hours 


chatter, publicity, art, etc., to fill about six novels every week. 
These figures look immense—which is just the way most publishers 
want them to look. In many instances the idea has been to discourage radio Long at Befogged Issue Now 
advertising during hard times, and shift the appropriation toward the ‘Ged b I 
newspapers. By and large, these tactics are not promotional for the Looks Clarifie y inter- 
newspapers at all, but simply a species of pressuring. nal Revenue Ruling 
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Law; Some Locals on 48-Hour Week 





Money provision of the U. S. Wage, embrace instrumentalists and appar- 
and Hour Law, which became.op-| ently does not cover technical 
erative Monday (24) is expected to | 8TOUPS. Since kid actors in theatri- 


cal and film productions are not af- 
affect the payrolls of the broadcast-| rated. it looks as if the enforcement 


ing industry in but scattered in-| agency will decide broadcasters can 
| stances. Where the statute has like- | continue to engage performers under 
ly raised hob is in the working hours | the 16-year limit. What will be done 
of many stations throughout the about amateurs is a guess, since the 








NOP REP ins Pe 


Paid advertising plugging radio shows is a fine thing. It’s showmanly. 
But there’s a vast difference between bona fide advertising and inch-for- 
inch publicity trading. Readership of station logs, which few among the 
most violent publishers have dared cut out, is twice the readership of the 
elimineted gossip columns (to roughly boil down some Gallup figures). 
So the smart thing to do may be to sit tight and forget the cuts. The | 
next time the stock market passes a new set of Dow-Jones frontiers those | 


WEBS’ BURDEN 








Washington, Oct. 25. 
Sponsors are liable for old-age | 


columns will be back in, sure as shooting. For even the mest rabid pub- 
lisher knows that people read radio gossip, chatter, etc., and that too big 


or too long a cut is simply hacking off his schnozzle to spite his face. | 


Newspapers must please readers, just the way radio must please listeners 





Speculation does arise, however, why there must be a continual warfare | 


between press and radio as regards advertising. It occurs that in smaller 


; es i etti money from local mer- |} 
Ratge sepeeteny,. Ware sae. Comes Cf BENS - i lifted from stations and networks as | 
far as the bulk of commercials are | 


chants is limited, cooperation between press and radio might mean more 
advertising. It would certainly mean fewer cuss-words, and more atten- 
tion to merchandising and sales ideas which would bring advertiser good- 
will and indirectly benefit both sides. As is, neither papers nor radio are 
in many cases thinking of any total advertising expansion. They are 
simply grabbing what there is of the pot, and to heck with the other guy. 














But speculation about paradise virtually always remains just that— 


speculation. 


Right now the papers are as mad as a fly with his wings 


torn off, and they won’t soften until business picks up. Moral to which is: 


let ’em burn until they cool off. 





Radio Stations Pass Blackett’s 





Help - Pay - Transcription - Cost 
Suggestion to N.A.B. Exec Council 


Chicago, Oct. 25. 
Impasse has been reached in the 
Blackett - Sample - Hummert agency 
demand for some sort of rebate from 
the stations to help defray the cost 
of making commercial ether discs. 
P. G. Parker, general mamager of 


B-S-H, sat in with some of the top 
station men of the country last week, 
including Walter Damm, Harry Stone, 
John Shepard III, Leo Fitzpatrick; 
and at this meeting the final deci- 
sion was deferred on an agreement 
to put the entire question before the 
industry as a whole. 

It was agreed that the B-S-H disc 
matter should not be decided by in- 
dividual station men but by the in- 
dustry as a group; and the matter 
will be routed through to the ex- 
ecutive council of the National As- 
sociation of Broadcasters for further 
consideration. 

Station men presented several ar- 
guments in their behalf at their 
meeting with Parker. Among these 
arguments were contentions that the 
stations spend more time and effort 
on spot shows than on network pro- 
grams and are put to certain ex- 
pense in aiding the merchandising 


and publicising of these programs. | 
Also, that the commercial discs 


spread throughout the country do 
not aid the station in maintaining 
any individuality or personality. 





Billy House Program 
Ending Wrigley Run, 
May Move to New York 


Chicago, Oct. 25. 

Billy House show, ‘Laugh Liner,’ 
goes off Columbia web on Sunday 
(30) after 17 weeks under Wrigley 
sponsorship. Understood show will 
transfer to New York origination for 
a new sponsor who is now negotiat- 
ing for program. 

Replacement for Wrigley is ex- 











EX-LAX EXPANDING 


Roy Schultz Will Be Regular New 
York Visitor 








Ex-Lax is expanding its spot an- 
nouncement campaign across the 
country. It’s adding 15 major mar- 
kets with the schedule calling for 
two transcribed plugs a day up un- 
til the end of the current year. Ex- 
tension of this campaign will be de- 
termined after the company adver- 
tising appropriation for 1939 has been 
passed upon. Placements have here- 
tofore been confined to the south and 
New England. 

Roy Schultz, the new radio direc- 
tor for the Joseph Katz agency, fig- 
ures on spending a day or two each 
week in New York on this spot busi- 
ness. Agency’s main offices are in 
Baltimore. 


ASK $15,000 
FOR HARDY’ 
PACKAGE 





Charlie Morrison of the Goldstone- 
Morrison agency Hollywood came in 
to see Nick Schenck, Loew-Metro 
prez, on a prospective package show 
deal for a radio version the ‘Judge 
Hardy’s’ film series. He's seeing 
Schenck this morning (Wednesday) 
with a $15,000 proposition for Mickey 
Rooney, Lewis Stone, the rest of the 
‘Hardy Family’ principals, writers, 
etc. : 

Idea has Coast studio approval, but 
it’s up to Schenck. 

if Metro okays and gets sponsor, 
it will mean around $1,500,000 an- 
nual income from radio. General 
Foods is paying M-G around $20,000 
for the current Maxwell House ‘Good 


pected to be the new Jesse Lasky | News’ show. 


audition program, with Hollywood | 


Origination. 





over the Joe E. Brown and Jack 
Haley entries for General Foods. 


| of her father. 
|} ner’s biz manager. 
Bob Lusk in Hollywood to look| 


Velma McCall called east by death 
She’s Lum and Ab- 


Al Zugsmith now a radio pa., 
with Earle Ferris office, 


| pension and unemployment insur- 
ance taxes on behalf of radio _ per- 
formers except where a studio-built 


| program is purchased, the Internal 
Revenue Bureau decreed last week 
in rulings on confused aspects of the 
social security program. Burden was 


concerned, while agencies likewise 


AGENCIES ALSO DUCK 
ACTORS’ BOSS IDEA 


| Although negotiations  be- 
tween the American Federation 
|} of Radio Artists and the Amer- 
| ican Assn. of Advertising 
Agencies have ostensibly been 
in progress off and on for 
|} nearly 11 months, there is little 
|} prospect of an agreement. Re- 
cently ranking officials of 
|| several agencies haye been 
jubilantly quoted. Union execs, 
on the other hand, explain that 
the negotiations ‘take time’ and 
that they may ‘have a state- 
ment before long.’ 
Meetings are being held be- 
|] tween AFRA spokesmen and a 
| committee representing the 
|| AAAA member agencies. It 
has been stated by AFRA of- 
ficials from the first that the 
AAAA committee was author- 
ized to make a deal for the 
member agencies and that the 
latter would ratify any agree- 
ment drawn up. Generally un- 
derstood agencies’ grounds for 
seeking to sidestep a contract 
is claim that they are not em- 
ployers, but merely the repre- 
sentatives of the sponsors. As 
such, it is now alleged, they are 
not. authorized to make any 
contractual obligations for the 
advertisers. 




















were cleared of responsibility for 
collecting the tax and making the 
required joint contributions. Three 
interpretations clarify the muddled 
situation existing for more than two 
years. 

Main point established by the 
Treasury branch was that sponsors 
have the right, via the agencies, to 
dictate how and when performers 
render service, with the exception of 
the fiinished-package type of pro- 
gram. Hence, the talent must be 
considered as ‘employees’ of the 
company which pays the bill for 
radio advertising. 

After considering hypothetical 
| cases based on actual contracts, the 
Treasury attorneys said performers 
are not ‘independent contractors’ and 
neither the agency nor the chain or 
station is an employer, since the last 
word is given by the sponsor. 

Reasoning 


‘It is evident that the N Company 
exercises, or has the right to exer- 
cise, control over his services to an 
extent sufficient to establish the em- 
ployer-employee relationship,’ the 
decision said in regard to the situa- 
tion presented by the typical con- 
tract. ‘It is not necessary to the ex- 
istence of such relationship that the 
employer either personally or 
through his agent actually control 
or direct the manner in which ser- 
vices are performed. It is sufficient 
if the employer has the right to do 
so. It is further held that the N 
Company is the employer of A since 
the latter is engaged by the M Ad- 
vertising Agency as agent under the 
express authority and with the ap- 








proval of the N Company to perform’ is the proper party to bear the load. | 


| country. The 48-hour week has been 
the common setup for the smaller 
outlets that hadn’t come within the 


sphere of labor organization, either | 


| national union or otherwise. 


of the W & H law these stations will 
have to reduce their working week 
to a 44-hour week and pay time 
j}and a half for all overtime. Under 
the minimum wage level laid down 
by the law, namely, 25c an hour, it 
will have to be $11 a week. 

NBC and Columbia report that the 
law hasn’t caused any change in its 
network operations. In either case 
the normal work week has been but 
35 hours. In checking its owned and 
managed stations CBS found that 
few of the personnel worked over 
40 hours a week. Only category it 
expected to be affected by the law 
was office boys. Inquiry disclosed 
that most of them didn’t employ of- 
fice boys. 

While there has been no high 
court decision declaring broadcast- 
ing interstate commerce, the indus- 
try itself has admitted that it comes 
within the scope of the i.c. law. In 
defending themselves against local 
tax laws stations have invariably 
maintained that their operations are 
interstate. An outstanding case in 
| which this contention was upheld 
| by the courts is Fisher’s Blend Sta- 
tion, Inc. (KOMO) vs. the State of 
| Washington. 











Slowness No Excuse 
Washington, Oct. 25. 

Impossibility of obtaining prompt 
rulings on knotty problems due to 
vagueness of the law does not re- 
lieve broadcasters from the necessity 
of complying with the clauses of the 
new Federal wage-hour act which 
becames_ effective Monday (24). 
Small stations, particularly those in 
villages and low-bracket cities, will 
bear the brunt. 

Some of the doubts harassing man- 
agers were removed last week when 
another batch of interpretations 
came from the labor department, but 
official rulings so far do not elimi- 
nate to all uncertainty. Among the 
outstanding matters still to be set- 
tled are (1) whether amateur talent 
must be compensated; (2) whether 
musicians are ‘professional’ em- 
ployees; and (3) whether child per- 
formers are exempt. 

Outlook is uncertain on the first 
point, but observers expect the in- 
dustry will get a 50-50 break on the 
other two. Definition of ‘profession- 
al’ issued last week does not seem to 





services in its behalf and for its ac- 
count.’ 

On the question of script writers, 
the same reasoning was applied. 
Since title to the program material 
ordinarily is vested in the agency for 
whatever use it desires to make, the 
scribblers are in the ‘employee’ sta- 
tus. They cannot free-lance and 
sell their creations to the highest 
| bidder while under contract and the 
| beneficiary of their service is the 
sponsor. 

The network or station which 
agrees to build the entire program 
is the employer of all talent in- 
volved, the bureau said, since the 
sponsor who buys on this basis has 
no say about the identity of per- 
formers or the manner in which they 
provide service. 

The third ruling held networks re- 








tainings, even though the invidiuals 


merely obtains employment, while 
the station or web specifies how the 
| talent is to conduct itself and hence 





To conform with the requirements | 


sponsible for taxes of artists on sus- | 


were represented by agents. Agent | 


purpose of the law is to prevent any 
| chiseling and to force employers to 
| hire more people. 
| 





The definition of professional may 
‘have to be clarified further by par- 
ticular decisions on individual cases. 
But at first glance it seemingly ex- 
empts only scientists, creative work- 
ers who have exceptional freedom 
in deciding when and how they per- 
form, and individuals whose routine 
cannot be standardized. 


Executive Status 


Salesmen are outside the restricted 
zone, but there may be doubt about 
how far the interpretation of ‘execu- 
tive and administrative’ workers 
goes. Department heads who do not 
have authority to hire and fife or 
do not exercise discretion and are 
not paid at least $30 weekly are en- 
titled to the benefits of the act as a 
general proposition. This means that 
‘chiefs’ who do a regular trick along 
with other staff members must get 
extra pay if they work over 44 
hours. 

In doubtful cases, the only thing 
for employers to do is to observe the 
act pending a definite ruling. Even 
then they are not wholly safe, since 
the courts will have to settle a lot of 
problems. Act allows aggrieved 
workers to bring suit in case they 
are treated unfairly and the Labor 
Department cannot indemnify bosses, 
although Administrator Elmer F. 
Andrews has said he will not be 
harsh with anyone who follows his 
interpretations, even though he may 
be reversed by the judges later on. 

Type of records required to show 
the act is being observed was speci- 
fied last week by the wage-hour di- 
vision. While no particular form was 
dictated, pay roll accounts, which 
much be kept on file for examination 
in case of dispute, shall include the 
hours worked each day and week, 
regular hourly rate, actual compen- 
sation, and deductions from pay en- 
velopes. 
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' Baltimore's Tangled Sales Deals 


Involve Transcription Libraries)...» s=.o02, 


+ dio ban-wagon last week and cooked 


QUITS OAKLAND up a trade deal with KHJ. Tabloid 


RADIO 
NEWS OFF BAN-WAGON 


Los Angeles Daily Enters Swap Deal 
With KHJ 
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Rollins Explains Atlantic Refning’s 
Sports Experience, Future Plans 
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Tempest in a teapot which devel- By HERB GOLDEN 
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oped last week when B.B.D. & O.’s 
spot time booking department de- 
cided that it wanted WFBR as the 
Baltimore release for the test cam- 
paign of Two-in-One Shoe Polish 
(Hecker Products) has subsided. 

In addition to the organizations 
already named those mixed up in 
the flurry were Associated Music 
Publishers, Inc., Edward Petry & 
Co., and the World Broadcasting 
System. It was Waddill Catchings, 
chairman of the AMP’s board who 
sold Hecker Products on the idea 
of using the Associated program li- 
brary with especially recorded an- 
nouncements for its test campaign. 
Petry office got into the situation by 
joining WFBR in a direct appeal to 
the account after WBAL had got 
the contract nod, while World mere- 
ly played the part of an innocent 
bystander. In order to get the shoe- 
shine business, 65 quarter-hour pro- 
grams to be run off within a period 
of 13 weeks, WFBR signatured a 52- 
week contract for Associated’s li- 
brary service and then advised World 
that it was now ready to cancel 
the latter’s similar service although 
the contract has until March 1 to go. 

Petry Involved 

WBAL got the Two-in-One desig- 
nation because of the library af- 
filiation. Though the contract with 
Associated had a two weeks’ can- 
cellation clause, exercisable by either 
party, WBAL understood that, be- 
cause of the Hecker spot campaign, 
the library tieup was good for 13 
weeks. After the time contract had 
been issued through International 
Radio Sales the latter was informed 
that it would have to step out of 
the Two-in-One picture after the 
first two weeks as BBD. & O. 
wanted WFBR for the campaign. 

When International refused to 
yield it was reminded that the time 
contract had a two-week cancellation 
clause and that all the account had 
to do was to exercise it immediately. 
When WBAL’s rep reminded Asso- 





KYA, San Francisco, Closes Cross- 





sheet was one of the original signers 
of the agreement tabooing 1ews of 





air shows. 


Bay Studio 





San Francisco, Oct. 25. 

Cancellation of four accounts of; 
types which conflict with the new 
policies of KYA, local Hearst trans- 
mitter, will cost the station approxi- 
mately $450 a week. Contracts which 
are being terminated by the station | 
about Nov. 1 under orders of the re- 08. 
cently appointed manager, Reiland | 4 
Quinn, include a foreign language | 
program which 


nouncing the 


Philly 


minute periods weekly and another | 
and oil land lease talks broadcast six 
times a week. 

Quinn also has announced closing 
of the Oakland studios of KYA, to 
take place early next month. Reason 


|; now. 


| 
} 
| 
| 


a financial burden, involving heavy | ‘Esso Reporter. 


Half-hour show has a contest angle 
on features in the paper and capital 
prize will be a petrol bus. 
will cover the town with cards an- | Kennett, program director of WHAS, 
tieup 


has no effect on status regarding free | played by University of Kentucky 
plugs for airshows aside from the 





Bulletin’s Drastic Editing 

is being aired five | Philadelphia, Oct. 25. 
'half-hours weekly, a series of medi- 
cal talks scheduled for three. 15-| papers in the country to completely 
camouflage its radio log until it be- 
oecupying six quarter-hours weekly, | comes almost meaning!ess, is causing 
lifted eyebrows among stations here 


Bulletin, one of the first 


Sheet, which goes so far as to elim- 
inate names of speakers, merely list- 
ing a program as ‘Talk,’ this week 
is that the eastbay studios have been | Changed its KYW ‘News’ listing to 


WHAS Outlines Remote Policy— 
Accent on Louisville 





Louisville, Oct. 25. 
New sport policy instituted by Bob 





News 


Arrangement | includes the airing of home games 


and Indiana University on a local 
basis, with George Walsh, of the 
WHAS staff handling the play-by- 
play accounts. Policy received some 
raps via letters to newspapers, criti- 
cizing the station for not carrying the 
Kentucky-W & L game, which was 
aired by CBS over the network, with 
Ted Husing miking the game. Pro- 
testors claimed that recognition of 
the U. of K. game by the network 
was a boost for the state team, and 
should have rated being carried by 
WHAS as a network feature. On 
the other hand, many favorable com- 





line toll from San Francisco to Oak- | 
land, rental of the studio space in the | 
Hotel Oakland, and salaries of a staff 
of three. 





CLARK LUTHER’S BERTH 


Wichita, Oct. 25. 

Clark Luther, for the past four 
years manager of WOC, Davenport 
(Ia.), has been appointed national 
sales and promotion manager of 
KFH, the Wichita Eagle outlet here. 

Before joining WOC, Luther had 
been with WHO in Des Moines. > 
Luther’s appointment was made by hospitals here. 
M. M. Murdock, general manager, 
and publisher of the Eagle. 


To appease 





Cheri McKay to KSD 


go weekly to 
St. Louis, Oct. 25. 


eral weeks trekked across the Miss- 
issippi river to join KSD. 


Herschell Hart Keeps 
His Hand In; Radio News 


Information for Shut-Ins the network announcers. 





Detroit, Oct. 25. 
shut-ins, 
Hart now is typing out a weekly 
‘Air Gossip’ column in carbon du- 
plicates and mailiing ’em to several 
Column was killed 
along with other ozone editorial 
matter when Detroit News dropped 
radio material several weeks ago. 

Numerous copies of the ‘Gossip’ 
shut-in patients at 
Herman Kiefer and Eloise hospitals 

Cheri McKay formerly with the| and Wm. H. Maybury san. 
Merry Macs on CBS and NBC who | latter column is read over hospital’s 
joined WTMV in East St. Louis sev-| private public address system which 
connects with each patient’s room. 

At the top of each letter Hart, 


ments came to the station for stress- 
ing the local angle, as local fans ex- 
pressed a preference for the account 
of the game by a local announcer, 
who was better acquainted with the 
backgrounds of the players and other 
details, not included in the -iew of 


WHAS will carry throughout -the 
season, home garves of the U. of K. 
played at Lexington, Ky. and those 
played by the University of Indiana, 
at Bloomington, Ind. 


Providence Suit Vs. RCA 


Providence, Oct. 25. 

Anti-trust suit for $350,000 dam- 
ages has been filed by the Royal 
Moulding Co. against RCA, RCA 
Manufacturing Co. and Westinghouse 
in the local federal court. Com- 
plaint charges restraint of trade and 
a complete monopoly in the field of 


Herschell 








At the 


Philadelphia, Oct. 25. 

Atlantic Refining is looking for- 
ward to the major and minor league 
meetings in December, Joseph R. 
Rollins, ad manager of the firm, told 
Variety yesterday, to obtain broad- 
casting rights on additional teams. 
More teams will naturally mean 
more stations, he said. 

Rollins declared the company is 
so pleased by the sales job being 
done for it by both the baseball and 
football airings that it is aiming to 
expand its lengthy broadcast sched- 
ule wherever possible. He said 
gasoline sales have increased mate- 
rially in the few years Atlantic has 
been using the sports programs, and, 
although this couldn’t be traced di- 
rectiy to them, directors feel that 
radio certainly has done enough to 
merit the expenditure of more coin. 

Dealers Pepped Up 

One of the principal things Rol- 
lins thinks the broadcasts do is in- 
crease interest by the dealers. He 
pointed out many instances where 
dealers at their own expense and 
trouble have erecied goal posts over 
their service stations, hung up 
dummies made from empty oil cans, 
obtained cut-outs of football players 
and given other plugs for the broad- 
casts. 

Additional money will also be 
spent next season on the baseball 
schools which were experimented 
with in five cities during the past 
year. Schools will be held in many 
more cities and more time will be 
given to each. Kids between 11 and 
17 are coached by big-leaguers in 
the schools. Atlantic pays all ex- 
penses and provides all equipment. 

Rollins said the firm is pretty well 
satisfied with the football set-up, but 
still would like to get Princeton and 
Harvard. ‘We'll keep knocking on 
their doors constantly, until we get 
a response,’ he declared. He said 
many people apparently thought 
Atlantic was airing the Penn-Prince- 





ton game Saturday a week ago, be- 
cause he got several letters of com- 
plaint asking why they didn’t use 


A week after Miss McKay joined 
WTMV she appeared as a guest art- 
ist on KSD’s Sunday p.m. program, 


radio vacuum tube bases. 
Also that through unfair business 
methods the defendants had artifi- 


who’s still on News payroll penning 
a nitery-doings column, types this 
warning: ‘Under no circumstances is 


ciated, in turn, that there was an 
oral agreement binding both library 











service and station for 13 weeks the 





former was advised that the deal 
was not exclusive and that there 
Was nothing to prevent the sale of 
the library to WFBR. 

While the discussions were going 
on between Associated and Interna- 
tional there was plenty hopping to 
and fro at BB.D. & O., the Petry 
office and WFBR. Purnell Pratt, of 
the latter station, came up to New 
York and, accompanied by a Petry 
man, called on the Hecker outfit to 
explain the situation. B.B.D. & O. 
kept the wires busy trying to dis- 
entangle iiself from what had be- 
come a perplexing knot and to:mol- 
lify the aggrieved parties. After the 
pother had reached a boiling point, 
International suddenly turned back 
the contract for WBAL without com- 
ment. Move made it possible for 
WFEBR to get in on the campaign 
from scratch, with the initial pro- 
gram going on Monday (24). 

Two-in-One’s test campaign in- 
volves seven markets, 


Dealers See Spitalay 


Indianapolis, Oct. 25. 
Lamp Division of General Electric 
broadcast its Phil Spitalny show 
* from the stage of the Murat theatre. 
Audience of 2,000 G.E. dealers and 
their guests. Station WIRE fed to 
NBC 
Warren P. Thayer, local represen- 
tative of the midland division of the 
incandescent lamp department, con- 
ducted pre-broadcast meeting at the 
Murat in which he outlined the 
forthcoming sales campaign, 











BOB McKEE’S NEW TAG 
Pittsburgh, Oct. 25. 

Bob McKee named chief an- 
nouncer at WCAE, post that hrs been 
open since Cliff Daniel was elevated 
to the head of station’s program de- 
partment several months ago. 

With transfer of Carl Dozer, an- 
other announcer, to sales department 
and resignation of Marx Hartman, 
Hearst station has just added two 
new spielers, Herb Morrison and 
Chester Clark. 





Mortimer Rappaport, precocious 
warbler, goes on Eddie Cantor’s 
program when the comic takes his 
troupe east. 


‘The Story of a Song’ and this led 











any part of this letter for publica- 








cially closed the market to competi- 








to her joining the station. tion.’ tive manufacturers of this product. 
+ 
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vee FER SS H 
e+ 
lieense to be issued on the equipment of television broadcast 
MAJOR DECISIONS station WS8XAN and its original construction permit (fre- 
quencies authorized under Rule 1043-b are granted on ex- 
Washington, Oct. 25. perimental basis only, subject to change or cancellation by 
California: Hopes of CBS to annex a San Francisco outlet the Commish). 


through leasing of KSFO on a five-year basis destroyed last 
week when Commish balked at provisions in the agreement 
giving present owners (Associated Broadcasters, Inc.) a con- 
tinuation of their present interest in the station. (See sepa- 
rate story.) 

Ohio: Sale of WBLY, Lima, for $27,000, approved by FCC, 
following showing that program service will be improved 
and full 12 hours daytime operation, authorized under its 
license, will be utilized. Station has been operating 10 hours 
daily. Transmitter will pass from Herbert Lee Blye to the 
Fort Industry Co., Ohio broadcasting corporation. Staff per- 
sonnel and operating expenses will be more than doubled, 
under proposed new regime, without any upping of advertis- 
ing rates. Live talent will be used for 64% of the programs 
and only 30% of station’s time will be devoted to commercial 
programs. No change will be asked in the assignment of 
1210 ke with 160 watts days. 

Blye was represented by Herbert S. Ward, with Horace L. 
Lohnes, E. D. Johnston and F. W. Albertson appearing for 
the assignor. 

Scuth Dakota: Acquisition of WNAX, Yankton, by the Des 
Moines Register and Tribune sanctioned by the Commish, 
with Commissioner T. A. M. Craven dissenting. (See sepa- 
rate story.) 

Utah: Juice-jump for KLO, Ogden, from 500 watts un- 
limited to 1 kw nights, 5 kw days, approved to permit a 
broad scale of improvements in station's future operation. 

With $35,000 to spend on improvements in equipment and 
buildings, KLO, owned by Interstate Broadcasting Corp., pro- 
poses to change its service from ‘local’ to ‘sectional’—estab- 
lishing a ‘sectional’ advertising rate which will be between 
the rates for local and national advertisers. Will increase 
monthly operating expenses from approximately $2,500 to 
$3,630 and amplify its program activities without any basic 
changes in policy. Station, which operates on 1400 ke, is an 
affiliate of NBC’s Blue Network. 

Clarence C, Dill and James W. Gum appeared for applicant. 

Virginia: Turn-down for a new station for Alexandria was 
agreed upon when Commissioners questioned the financial 
capabilities of Charles Rogers Fenwick to carry through with 
his plans for a daytime transmitter to be operated on 1140 
ke with 1 kw. Fenwick’s father, Edward T. Fenwick, had 
verbally agreed to advance whatever cash was necessary for 
construction of the proposed station, it was admitted, but 
record was not clear on the alleged offer of the Graybar 
Electric Co., Inc., to sell approximately $18,752 to the ap- 
plicant on an installment basis. Young Fenwick incor- 
porated the Arlington Radio Service, Inc., capitalized at 
$10,000, it was brought out, but ‘no stock has been issued 
and no money has been paid in.’ 

Applicant was represented by Clarence C, Dill and James 


“MINOR DECISIONS 


Colorado: KIDW, Lamar, granted special temporary au- 
thority to remain silent during the month of November, 
pending action on application for voluntary assignment of 
license to Lamar Broadeasting Co. 

Georgia: WRBL, W. R. Luttrell, Columbus, granted con- 
sent to transfer of control of the Columbus Broadcasting Co., 
Inc., licensee of WRBL, from Luttrell to J. W. Woodruff, Sr, 

Iowa: Central Broadcasting Co., Davenport, new experi- 
mental broadcast station to operate on 1000 ke with 1 kw, 
12 to 6 a.m. intermittent. 

Maryland: WCAO, Baltimore, granted extension of spe- 
cial temporary authority to operate with 1 kw nights, from 
Oct. 19 to Nov. 17, in order to minimize so far as possible 
the effect of interference received from CMQ, Cuba. 

Michigan: Sparks-Withington Co., Jackson, granted new 
facsimile station to be operated on an experimental basis, 








New Mexico: KOB, Albuquerque, granted extension of 
special temporary authority to operate unlimited on 1180 ke 
with 10 kw, using directional antenna system after sunset 
at Portland, Ore., from Oct. 25 to Nov. 23. 

New York: W2XVP, City of New York, Municipal Broad- 
casting System, New York, changes in transmitter, power 
boost from 100 watts to 1 kw. 

Oregon: KEX, Portland, unlimited operation on 1180 ke 
with 5 kw, from Oct, 25 to Nov, 23. 


SET FOR HEARING 


Connecticut: WDRC, Hartford, install directional antenna 
system for night use and boost night power from 1 to 5 kw. 

WTHT, Hartford, install new equipment, make changes in 
antenna system and up day power from 100 to 250 watts. 

Maryland: WBAL, Baltimore, install new equipment and 
directional antenna system for night use, jump power from 
10 to 50 kw and time of operation from sharing with WTIC, 
Hartford, to unlimited. 

Michigan: James F. Hopkins,*Ine., Ann Arbor, new sta- 
tion to be operated on 1400 ke with 250 watts. 

New York: WMFF, Plattsburg, install new equipment and 
directional antenna system for night use, change frequency 
from 1310 to 1240 ke and boost power from 100 watts nights, 
250 watts days, to 1 kw. 

Texas: Sweetwater Radio, Inc., Sweetwater, new station to 
be operated days only on 1210 ke with 250 watts; KTEM, 
Temple, jump power from 250 watts days only to 100 watts 
nights, 250 watts days; WRR, City of Dallas, new equipment 
and power boost from 500 watts to 1 kw, 

Wisconsin: WHA, University of Wisconsin, Madison, 
change frequency from 940 to 670 ke, boost power and time 
of operation from 5 kw days only to 50 ke unlimited (re- 
quests facilities of WMAQ). 


EXAMINERS’ REPORTS 


California: Frequency change and juice-jump were recom- 
mended for KTKC, Tulare-Kings Counties Radio Associates, 
Visalia, by Examiner Robert L. Irwin, on basis of need for 
additional service. 

Transmitter, only one serving the area, should be allowed 
to switch from 1190 to 890 ke and up its power from 250 
watts days to 1 kw unlimited, Irwin held. No interference 
to any existing stations, although KFPY, Spokane, will limit 
station’s operation to its approximate 2.5 nighttime millivolt 
per meter contour. 

H. H. Shinnick for KTKC. 

Minnesota: Dismissal with prejudice advocated for W. A. 
Steffes, Minneapolis, on his new station application, as in 
cases of default, 

Michigan: Three-way scuffle for a new station at Pontiac 
temporarily decided in favor of King-Trendle Broadcasting 
Corp,, by Examiner John P. Bramhall. Operation of the 
proposed station on 1440 ke with 250 watts would cause no 
interference to existing transmitters, Bramhall found, though 
Plea of Pontiac Broadcasting Co. for daytime operation on 
1100 ke with 1 kw would involve considerable limitation for 
other stations if granted. Application of third contender, 
George B. Storer, for 600 ke with 250 watts, was recom- 
mended for dismissal with prejudice, because no testimony 
was offered in the case and applicant has pending a petition 
before the Commish for leave to withdraw his request with- 
out prejudice. 

Alfons B, Landa appeared for King-Trendle group, with 
Arthur W. Scharfeld, Philip G. Loucks and Joseph F. Zias 
representing Pontiac and John M. Littlepage and Thomas P. 
Littlepage, Jr., acting in behalf of George Storer. 





their regular announcer. Show 
was actually an NBC §sustainer. 
Rollins thinks Princeton probably 
got some complaints, too, and will 
eventually realize it would be better 
to get some money out of football 
broadcasts and have a better job 
done at the same time. 

Atlantie is perfectly satisfied, Rol- 
lins said, with the present schedule 
of about two minutes of commercial 
in a 2%-hour broadcast. He de- 
clared the company will continue to 
lean over backwards to treat with 
dignity the privilege accorded it by 
the colleges and teams whose games 
are aired. He scorched such tactics 
as calling a home-run or touchdown 
a ‘Case of Wheaties,’ indulged in by 
some sponsors. 

Lorillard Shies Away 

Lorillard won’t attempt to compete 
with General Mills and Kellogg for 
the rights to baseball games this 
coming season. Tobacco combine will 
instead confine such broadcasts to 
WGN, Chicago, and KFBK, Sacra- 
— as it did the past summer and 
all. 

Account doesn’t fancy the exorbi- 
tant prices being asked for baseball 
rights, and it figures that the money 
being poured into the Bob Benchley 
show, which debuts on CBS Nov. 7, 
should suffice to bring it the re- 
quired national loudspeaker atten- 
tion. In Sacramento the sponsorship 
was shared by Old Gold and Briggs 
Pipe Tobacco, while with WGN it 
was strictly Old Gold. 


_ Ace Air Gagsters Out 


Hollywood, Oct. 25. 

Two of Hollywood’s highest paid 
comedy writers for radio have been 
set adrift. 

Harry Conn, drawing $1,060 week- 
ly on the Jack Haley program, went 
off the show last week, and George 
Marion, Jr., ticketed at $750 weekly 
for the W. C. Fields comedy insert on 
Luckies Hit Parade, has given way 
to a new set of gagsters. 











WYNN ORR’S NEW JOB 


Chicago, Oct. 25. 

Wynn Orr, former program di- 
rector for the Stack-Goble agency 
here, joins Blackett-Sample-Hum- 
mert agency. 

Added to the production staff. 
First assignment is for take-over of 
the ‘Kitty Keene’ production job, 
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Dailies Cutting Aw Space 





BIRMINGHAM NEWS & AGE- 
HERALD (m, e, 8S), Birmingham, Ala. 
Combined morning-evening cirewlation of 
134,000, Turner Jerdean, radio editor. 
Has cut his usual daily column by one- 
half, but continues full listings of local 
station programs. 


ARIZONA DAILY STAR (e, 5), 
son, Ariz. Daily circulation 12,250; Sun- 
days, 12,700. Fitz Turner (using by-line 
“Marion Mitchell’), radio editor. Previ- 
ously ran about 36 inches daily; now 
runs 12 inches. Station log has been cut 
te network programs only, and only three 
“best bets’’ are listed. Full page con- 
tinues to rum on Sunday, nine months 
annually, on an advertsiing deal with 
Philco. 


BAKERSFIELD CALIFORNIAN 
Bakersfield, Calif. 


Tue- 


{e}, 
Circulation of 15,500. 


Kebert Franklin, radio editor. Station 
leg has been inereased, but regular 
quarter-to-half-column news, comment, 


Now 
Local 


and gossip has been eliminated. 
use occasional radio news stories. 
angles preferred. Actual space 
ably about as before. 
BERKELEY DAILY GAZETTE (e), 
Berkeley, Calif. Circulation of 41,406. 
Helane Peters, radio editor. Program 
log remains same as always. Actual 


column (about 21 inches) has been cut 
to 5 or 6 inches; Saturday’s two-columa 
layout has been cut to 9 inches. Only 


straight news featured (no more chatter, 


etc.). 

BURLINGAME ADVANCE (e), Bur- 
lingame, Calif. Cireulation of 4,625. 
William B. Pedigo, radio editor (thus 
listed in last VARIETY RADIO DIREC- 
TORY; questionnaire signed by Frederic 
Glever, editor of paper). Has elim- 
inated all news, gossip, ete. Station log 
only remains. Used to use two photos 
per week; now use them only when 
“newsworthy.” 

GLENBALE, CALIF. Homer Canfield, 
free lance radio columnist with syndi- 
cated “Radiologic’’ column, Cuts have 
been made in this service by nine papers 
with a combined circulation of about 
52.000. These nine papers have dropped 
all art work, best bets and news-review- 
gossip column, but all retain the station 
log. They are: Glendale News-Press; 
Santa Monica Outlook; Culver City Star- 
News; Alhambra Post-Advocate; Venice 
Evening Vanguard; Santa Ana Register; 
South Bay Daify Breeze; Monrovia News- 
Post, and Arcadia Daily Tribune. Two 
newcomers to the station log service are 
the San Rafael Independent and the 
Ontario Daily Report. 

Meantime 15 papers retain the full 
service of column, log, best bets and art 
work: Watsonville Parajonian; Ingle- 
wood Daily News; Ventura Star Free- 
Press; Huntington Park Signal; Oxnard 
Evening Press; Palo Alto Times; Rich- 
mond Independent; Vallejo Times- 
Herald; Wilmington Daily Breeze; 
Alameda Times-Star; San Mateo Times; 
Stockton Independent; Redwood City 
Tribune; Santa Cruz Evening News, and 
Fullerton News-Tribune. 

LONG BEACH SUN (m), Long Beach, 
Calif. Circulation of 11,800. David R. 
Lewis, radio editor. Station log retained, 
but rest of column eliminated. Radio 
material runs Monday. to Friday and 
previously — a total of four 
columns per week 

LOS ANGELES EXAMINER (m, 8), 
T.os Angeles, Calif. Daily circulation of 
200,250; Sundays, 664,450. Pat Hegan, 
radio editor. Entire column dropped; 
now running station log only. 

*LOS ANGELES HERALD & EX- 
PRESS (e), Los Angeles, Calif. Circula- 
tion of 257,050. Raine Bennett, radio 
editor (now ship news reporter for the 
paper). Everything dropped except the 
station log 

* LOS ANGELES NEWS (m, e), 
Angeles, Calif. 


Los 
Combined circulation of 
200,700. Everything dropped except sta- 
tion logs. (Nete: James Harper, erst- 
while radio editor, .s now doing pub- 
licity and promotion for the Elwood 
Robinson As 3 

NGELES TIMES (m, §), 


*IOS A Los 
Angeles, Calif. Daily circulation of 220,- 
770; Sundays, 355,700. Everything 
dropped except station log. (Note: Dale 


Armstrong, erstwhile radio editor, is en- 
g2ged now in film acting and writing.) 

OAKLAND POST-ENQUIBER (e), 
Oakland, Calif. Circulation of 49,115. 
Emmet N. Britton, radio editor. Entire 
column and art — dropped. Now 
runs a station log on 

PETALUMA AEGUS-COURIER (m, e, 
except Saturday), Petaluma, Calif. Cir- 
culation of 3,335. Elwood F. Owen, radio 
editor. Has dumped everything except 
station log of KFRC, KPO, KGO, KSFO. 

AN FRANCISCO CALL-BULLETIN 
(e), San Francisco, Calif. Circulation of 
111,300. Ziegler Hall (Bob Hall), 
radio editor. Paper has eliminated 
signed gossip column, program stories, 
features and art work. Station log only 
retained. Used to run 8 columns daily; 
now reduced to slightly over 2 columns. 

SAN FRANCISCO NEWS (e), San 
Francisco, Calif. Circulation of 108,100. 
Geoffrey Archer and Emilia Hedel, radio 
editors. All radio news and chatter 
columns have been dropped. Paper now 
carries station logs only 

SANTA ANA JOU RNAL (e), 
Ana, Calif. Circulation of 5,000. Care 
Cogan, radio editor. Policy changed to 
use station logs and local stories only, 
“unless program is of extreme import- 
ance and timely.” 

ROCKY MOUNTAIN NEWS (m, 8), 
Denver, Colo. Circulation of 37,050 
mornings; Sundays, 43,800. James H. 
Briggs, radio editor. Week-day radio 
column has been eliminated, but is still 
being run Sundays. Station log retained. 
“Good” radio stories also run on same 
Page with station log under separate, 
individual heads. 

GREENWICH TIME (e)., 
Conn, Circulation of 3,000. 
Yudain, radio editor. Radio column cut 
from six-weekly - three-weekly. Sta- 
tion logs are intact 

* NEW HAVEN “REGISTER (e, 8), 
New Haven, Conn. Circulation of 65,000. 
Colby Driessens, radio editor. Uses about 


Santa 


Greenwich, 
Bernard 


a column and a half of log daily. Sun- 
day news column is out. 

STAMFORD ADVOCATE (e), Stam- 
ford, Conn. Circulation of 12,750. 
Leonard S. Maseell, radio editor. Radio 
column dropped some time ago. Retain 


#tation log and a “best bets’’ listing. 
gt LEMINGTON SUNDAY MORNING 


TAR, Wilmington, Del. Circulation of 
Pe 400. Henry L. Sholly, II, radio editor. 
Advance program news, chatter 





Most Popuiar 


MADISON CAPITAL TIMES 
(e, S), Madison, Wis. Daily cir- 
culation of 27,665; Sundays, 26,800. 
Kenneth F. Schmitt, radio editor. 

This paper made a survey of 
its features in the spring of this 
year, and found that radio news 
and programs ranked first in 
reader interest—even surpassing 
the comic section. 














is prob- | 


and COUNCIL 





(ealled “Radio 
eliminated, Complete 
tained, plus occasional 
on future programs. 
d.c. mat for WDEL. 


WASHINGTON HERALD-TIMES 


comment Roundup”) 
station log re- 
very brief stories 


Continue weekly 


«m, 


e, S), Washington, D. C. Combined daily 
circulation of 224,130; Sundays, 207,230. 
Bernard Harrison, radio editor. Every- 


thing elimimated but station logs. Used 
to run a column in each daily paper and 
a full page layout Sundays. 


WASHINGTON PBDAIEY NEWS (e), 
Washington, D. C. Circulation of 69,800. 
Katherine Smith, radio editor. No 
columns or art work. Uses logs and 
brief “best bets” daily. 

* WASHINGTON POST (m. 8S), Wash- 
ington, D. C. Daily circulation of 165,- 
000; Sundays, 106,950. No radio editor. 
Runs station logs and occasional news 
stories anent radio. Used to run a two- 
column “highlights” box which has been 
eut out (primarily to see what listener 
reaction would be; there wasn’t any). 
WASHINGTON STAR (ce, S), Washing- 
ton, D. C. Circulation ef 137,760; Sun- 
days, 148,000, Chris Mathisen, radio 


editor. Daily half-column eliminated at 
first; lately the Sunday page has like- 
wise been dumped. Daily statiean log 


only retained. 

DAYTONA BEACH SUN RECORD (e, 
S$). Daytona Beach, Fla. Circulatien of 
4,700 daily and Sundays. W. War- 
neck, Jr., radio editor. Everything cut 
except station log of NBC Red-Blue and 
CBS programs from 6 pm. to closing; 


Mutual (WLW) log to be added during 
winter. Only “exceptionar’ news matter 
used; no art werk. 


TAMPA TRIBUNE (m, S), Tampa, Fla. 
Circulation of 53,700; Sundays, 58,560. 
Carleton Johnsen, radio editor. Monday 
through Saturday news column dropped. 
Station logs and Sunday page remain 
intact. 

MACON NEWS-TELEGRAPH (m, e, 
S). Macon, Ga. Combined daily circu- 
lation of 34,600; Sundays, 29,000. Helt 
J. Gewinner, Jr., radio editor. All com- 
ment, gossip, ete., has been dropped. 
Station log "tata all networks and 


WMAZ retaine 

CHICAGO AMERICAN (e), 
Tih. Circulation of 420,209. Esther 
Shultz Wohl, radio editor Column of 
gossip, news, ete., has been cut entirely. 
Station logs, list of special programs 
and short-wave schedule remain intact. 

CHICAGO DAILY NEWS (e), Chicago, 
Ill. Circulation of 440,870. Joseph 
Giorg, radio editor. Station logs and 
“Pick of the Air’ listing retained. 
News column has been dropped. Total 
space decrease from 2-2/3 columns to 
2 columns daily. 

* CHICAGO TRIBUNE (m, S), Chi- 

Daily circulation of 858,000; 


cago, Ill, 

Sundays, 1,115,656. Wolters, radio 
editor. Daily eolumn writen by Wolters 
has been dropped. “Best bets’ (prepared 
by WGN press department) and station 
leg retained. Wolters’ column remains 
on the Sunday page along with radio 
news, logs and ads. 

FREEPORT JOURNAL - STANDARD 
(e), Freeport, Til. Cireulation of 12,300. 
Grace Leone Barnett (radio editor), Ne 
change in space. But the entire em- 
phasis has now been thrown on station 
logs only 

ROCK JSLAND ARGUS (e), Rock Is- 
land, Ill. Cireulation of 16,125. J. W. 

*"y, radio editor. Now carries only a 
list of “important” programs. 

ROCKFORD REGISTER - REPUBLIC 
(e), Rockford, lil. Circulation of 24,400. 
Jean C. Grimm, radio editer. Column 
and publicity (except for WROK) cut 
entirely. Retain log on WROK, WGN, 
WENR, WLS, WTMJ, WCFI, WJJID. 
(Note: The logs on WBBM, WMAQ 
and general network schedules seem to 
have been dropped when new informa- 
tion is compared with Vol. II of the 
VARIBTY RADIO DIRECTORY.) 

ILLINOIS STATE JOURNAL (daily, 

Circulation of 39,400 


S), Springfield, Tl. 
daily; Sundays, 32,600. Harry W. Moody, 
radio editor. Daily radio space cut from 
3 columns to 2 columns; Sunday space 


cut from 4-5 columns to 3 columns. 


Chicago, 


WAUKEGAN NEWS-SUN (e), Wau- 
kegan, Ill. Circulation of 13,200. Wil- 
Mam H. Thomas, radio editor. All art 


work, stories, and publicity have been 
eliminated. Station log retained. 

ELKHART DAILY TRUTH (ce), Elk- 
hart, Ind. Circulation of 15,000. Dan 
Albrecht, radio editor. Space now avail- 
able only for station logs and “notes on 
outstanding programs.” Comment, etc., 
otherwise completely eliminated. 

FORT WAYNE JOURNAL-GAZETTE 
(m, 8S), Fort Wayne, Ind. Cireviation 
of 48,050; Sundays, 39,800. Chester Ray 
Brouwer, radio editor... Program listings 
and logs retained intact. Everything 
else dropped. 

FORT WAYNE NEWS-SENTINEL (e), 


Fort Wayne, Ind. Circulation of 62,000. 
John Gregory Koehl, radio editor. 
Column called “Radiana” has been de- 
leted. Station logs only carried. 
INDIANAPOLIS TIMES (ce), Indian- 
apolis, Ind. Circulation of 84,270. 
James Thrasher, radio editor. Radio 


news cut to % column; daily radio music 
column discontinued, but a full column 
of radio music news is carried Satur- 


days. Station logs remain intact. 
KOKOMO TRIBUNE (e), Kokomo, 
Ind. Circulation of 16,000. Don Hall, 
radio editor. Space has been cut from 
one to % column daily; only brief 
localized log carried now. 
VINCENNES POST (m, except Mon- 


day, S), Vineennes, Ind. Circulation of 
5,600; Sundays, 5,530. A. B. Bronuillette, 

radio editor. Space cut from 1% to 1 

column daily. Logs of NBC, CBS and 

WLW eliminate all asec rNe? not ad- 

vertising with the Pos 

BLUFFS  NONPAREIL (e, 


+ 
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RADIO PUBLICITY 


‘Variety Radio Directory’ 
Completes 
Changes im Recent Months 
—Many Dropped All Air 
News—A Few Increased 


C.A.B. TIE-UP 


By EDGAR A. GRUNWALD 
During the past five months— 


coinciding precisely with the recent 


economic deldrums—newspapers by 
the score eliminated most of their 
radio news. This policy was adopted 
either because radio was viewed as 
getting too much free plugging, or, 
in other instances, because a pro- 
gram of conserving newsprint stock 
meant smaller papers, and hence less 
text. In a few imstances, news- 
papers passed out of existence or 
were absorbed by sister-papers, thus 
cutting dewn the possible outlets for 
radio news. 

All teld, the eut in radie space 
among the majer U. S. papers tetals 
542 columns, averaging 20 inches te 
the column, PER WEEK. 


The average daily ABC circulation 
of these newspapers aggregates 
16,945,958. 

The city carrier limit population 
(that is, the city zone population) 
ef the cities in which these papers 
are located aggregates 16,823,154. 


Cities suffering very heavily from 
euts in newspaper radie space are 
Washington, D. C., Detroit, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Los Angeles and 
Seattle. 

These figures (details below) have 
just been compiled by the VARIETY 
Rapio Drrecrory in special supple- 
ment to Vol. II and after a survey 
of some 500 newspapers noted as 
maintaining a radio editor. Ques- 
tionnaires were used in all instances, 
supplemented by information spe- 
cially prepared by the weekly 
VaRIETY’S OWN correspondents (in- 
formation secured from the latter is 
denoted by an asterisk fronting any 
particular item). 

Meaning 

Whether or not this tremendous 
cut in space ordinarily devoted to 
radio has had any effect on the total 
radio listening audience, or on the 
chances of any new radio programs, 
must remain a moot point. It is im- 
possible to get a satisfactory base fer 
a statistical study of listening. 

Comparisons with ratings for com- 
mercial shows suggests no indica- 
tions that the cut in newspaper 
space has occasioned any serious 
upset of CAB averages or anything 
else. It will, however, take several 
months to get a better view on this 
situation. 

The total tmcrease in radio space 
has effected newspapers with an ag- 
gregate circulation of 600,155 in cities 
with a carrier limit population (city 
zone population) of 3,763,568. 








8), Council Bluffs, Ia, Circulation of 
15,100,; Sundays 14,350. Burke Gillespie, 
radio editor. Everything dropped except 
logs of WOW. KFAB, KOIL, WAAW. 

DAVENPORT DEMOCRAT (e,_ 8), 
Davenport, Ia. Circulation of 15,000; 
Sundays, 18.425. Ina B. kham, radio 
editor. Daily material remains as al- 
ways. Sunday space of full page has 
been cut by one-half. (Note: Full page 
may be restored “if business warrants.’’) 

TOPEKA STATE JOURNAL (e), 
Topeka, Kans. Circulation of 24,350. 
George Hillyer, radio editor. Comment, 
etc., dropped, but the station log has 
been increased slightly. 

WICHITA DAILY BEACON (ce, 8S), 
Wichita, Kans. Circulation of 84,250; 
Sundays, 105,150. Sidney Andrew Cole- 
man, radio editor. Daily space for news 
and logs cut from 1% columns to 1 
column. No change in Sunday space of 
4 columns. 

SHREVEPORT TIMES (m., 8), 
port, La. Circulation of 50,0600; Sundays, 
54,350. Ewing Canaday, radio editor. 
Sunday space cut from full to half page; 
daily space “relatively shortened.” 

PORTLAND EVENING NEWS, Port- 
land, Me. No longer being published. 

LAWRENCE EAGLE-TRIBUNE (m, 
e), Lawrence, Mass. Combined circula- 
tion of 31,500. S. Bartolotta, radio 
editor. Column of news, comment, ete., 


Shreve- 


apparently dropped, as also listings of 
WMEX, WAAB, WHDH and CKAC. 
Now running logs on WLAW, WBZ, 


WNAC, WEEI and short-wave. 

IOWELL SUNDAY TELEGEKAM, 
Lowell, Mass, Cireulation of 15,000. 
Elizabeth L. Powzzner, radio editor. 

















SEVERELY GUT 


Survey of 
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Dailies Increasing Radio Space 


MIAME HERALD (m, S), Miami, Fla. 


mains the sam 
MEAMI DAILY NEWS (e, S). Miemi, 


Fia. Daily cireuzlation of 40,400; Sun- 
days, 38,150 Bearman Byrd, radio 
editor. Space allotted to radio has’ been 
increased “use a bit more space for 
radio; also more art work, that is, spot 
art. not boiler plate.”’ 


EVANSVILLE 
Evansville, Ind, 
40,100; Sundays, 
mas, radio editor. Space 
Answer te questionnaires stated: “We 
have increased recently, emphasizing the 
real radio news besides the usual stuff.” 

TOPEKA DAILY CAPITAL (m, §&), 
Topeka, Kans. Daily circudation of 564,- 
500; Sundays, 56,200. E. DBD. Keilman, 
radio editor. Space devoted to radio in- 
creased, amount not stated. 

TIFFIN ADVERTISER-TRIBUNE (ec). 


Daily circulation of 
35,800. 


Tiffin, O. Circulation of 17,300. Arnold 
Whalen, radio editer. Space was in 
ereased several months ago; amount not 
stated. 


MUSKOGEE PHOENIX and TIMES 
BEMOCKRAT (m, e, S), Muskogee, Okla. 
Combined daily circulation of 19,150; 
Sundays, 11,400. Panl A. Bruner, radio 
editor. Space has been increased 
“slightly’’—mainly because of plugs de- 
voted to the paper’s own station (KBIX)}. 

ALLENTOWN CHRONICLE & NEWS 
(fe), Allentown, Pa, Circulation of 16,159. 
T. L. Wirts, radio editor. Present setup 


Daily circulation of 52,405; Sundays, 
56,530 Marien S. Stevens, radio editor. 
|} Space for news, comment, etc., has been | 
increased from % column daily to % | 
columr daily. Also using art work now 

% or 1 wee cuts, Station log re- 


remains unchanged, but will very likely 
be augmented by a short-wave column 
during the winter. 


ALTOONA TRIBUNE (m), Altoona, 
Pa Cireulation of 11,050. Paul LeRey 
Tamade, radio editor. Column “Radio 
Around the Dial,” previously printed 
every other issue, now appears daily. 
| Station logs (always run daily) occupy 
same space as before except that; upon 
Lamade’s suggestion, the listings begin 
at 2 p.m. instead of 10 a.m.; but they 
now run te 1:30 a.m. instead of midnight. 
Alco using art work now 


COURIER (m._ 8).! 


J. Ben Lieber- | 
increased, | 


HK tRRISBt RG TELEGRAPH (e), 
Harrisburg, Pa. Circvlation of 36,250. 
Diek Redmend, radio editor. Radio space 
inereased to take up a 6 column spread 
(including program schedules), 10 inches 
deep. This layout runs daily. 

* PHIDELPHIA DAILY NEWS. (e), 
Philadetphia, Pa. Circulation of 128,500. 
Ray Gathrid, radie editor, Daily column 
has been added reveniiy, and ari werk 
stepped up. Station leg has also been 
brushed un and improved. 

PITTSBURGNM PRESS (e, 8), 
burch, Pa. Daily circulation of 
Sundays, 228,675 Si Steimhauser, radio 
editor New carrying 2? columnge of sta- 
tion logs and 2 columns of radio news, 
comment, etc., daily. One, and some- 
times two, pages on Sunday—including 
art, logs, reading matter, columns, fea- 
tures. etc. 

WILLIAMSPORT GAZETTE & BUI- 
LETIN {m), Williamsport, Pa. Circula- 
tion of 5,700. Qminton E. BReauge, radio 
editor. Rew using daily station leg from 
New York Herald-Tribune Sunday Page; 
also daily log for tocal station WRAK; 
also news items anent programs. 


Pitts- 
208,800; 





Poltey 


changed to run an amount of | 


radio news space equal to the amount | 


of radio advertising. 


LYNN ITEM (e). gee. Mass. Cir- 
euwlation of 17,800. Hazel Andersen, radio 


editor. “Radio Waves” column has been | 
dropped. No changes in station logs. 
However, special mentions are made of 


“outstanding broadcasts,’’ 
talks, local talent,. etc. 
NEW BEDFORD STANDARD-TIMES 
(e, S), New Bedford, Mass. Circulation 
of 44,480; Sundays, 25.300.. John Dakin, 
dr., radio editor. Radio log remains the 
same, but news and comment is cut by 


Presidential 


one-half. (Note: Apparently the paper 

uses radio only on Sundays.) 
BERKSHIRE EAGLE (e), Pittsfield, 

Mass. Circulation of 21,150. Kingsley 


R. Fall, radio editor. Daily running story 
on programs eliminated. Log remains 


same. 

SPRINGFIELD REPUBLICAN & 
NEWS (m, e) and SUNDAY EDITION 
(combined Sunday 


REPUBLICAN), Springfteld, Mass. Daily 
combined circulation of 58,700; Sunday, 


issue of UNION &) 


Falls, N. ¥. Heten J. T. Lane (Niagara 
Nell), radie editor. All radio material 
out “until advertising picks up.” 


AKRON TIMES-PRBESS (e, 8S), Akron, 
©. Suspended peblication. Property new 
ewned by the Akron Beacon Journal of 
which Derethy Beran is radio editor. 
The Beacon Journal's radio policy re- 
mains unchanged. 


CANTON REPOSITORY (ec. S$). Can- 
ton, O. Daily cireutation of 45,106; Sun- 
days, 46,300. Clifferd Grass, radio edi- 
tor. Daily column cut by two-thirds; 
Sunday space cut to a half-column. Sta- 
tion logs remain the same except that 
WHBC, tocal station, has replaced WLW 
in the listings. 


CENCENNATI ENQUIRER (m, S), Cin- 


cinnati, O. Daily circulation of 114,000; 
Sundays, 206,910. Rogers, radio 
editor. Unspecified previous space allot- 


ment to radio has been cut 
tising has decreased.” 


“as adver- 


COLUMBUS CFEFEAEN (ce), Columbus, 
Oo. Circulation of 81,200. George Hage. 
radio editor. All news, comment, and 
| other column material is out. Station 


79.100. Benjamin Buxton, radio editor. 
Eliminated about one column daily (but 
did not change type of material). leav- | 


ing 2% columns daily. 
is intact. 


SPRINGFIELD UNION (m, e), 


Sunday full page 


Spring- 


| tion 


field, Mass. (Note: This paper is also | 
issued on Sundays in combination with 
the Republican; see above.) Circula- 
tion of 79,066 (combined daily). Frank 


Murray, radio editor. No change of edi- 
torial space; but all cuts and mats have 
been eliminated. 


WORCESTER GAZETTE (e), Worces- 


ter, Mass. Circulation of 73.830. Dorothy | 
Mattison, radio editor. Daily column | 
discontinued. Program listings remain 
as before. 

ANN ARBOR NEWS (e),. Ann ries, 
Mich. Circulation of 12,400. FE. 


Stanger, radio editor. Station logs Fo 
to begin at 9 a.m. instead of 6 a.m. Cut 
was made because of space limitations, 
and not because of an anti-radio policy. 


This paper has never used a _ radio 
column, 

BAY CITY TEMES (e, 8), Bay City, 
Mich. Daily circulation of 24,675; Sun- 
days, 24.300. Alice M. Zingg, radio 
editor. Everything cut out except logs 


on three stations 

DETROIT FREE PRESS (im, S), De- 
troit, Mich. Daily circulation of 260,150; 
Sundays, 275,425. Kdgar A. Guest, Jr., 
radio editor. Everything out excent logs. 

DETROIT NEWS (e, 8), Detroit, 
Mich. Daily circulation of 324,000; 
Sundays, 285,100. HMersehell Hart, radio 
editor. All daily material, art work, 
Sunday page, etc., has been dropped. 
Nothing remains except two columns of 
agate station logs. This cut—one of the 
deepest of all ay oye aes to 
virteally 30 columns pe 

* DETROIT SATURDAY. NIGHT (is- 
sued Friday), Detroit, Mich. Publication 
has been suspended 

* DETROIT TIMES (e, 8S), Detroit, 
Mich, Daily cireulation of 308,500; Sun- 
days, 407,200. Pat Dennis, radio editor. 
Everything out except agate station logs. 


SAGINAW NEWS (e, 5S), Saginaw, 
Mich. Daily circulation of 30,750; Sun- 
days, 30,600. Lesile A, . Fradio 


editor. No cut in actual material, but 
station log now takes up less space bhe- 
cause 6 point, Instead of 8 point, type 


is used. 

ST. PAUL DAILY NEWS, St. Paul, 
Minn. No longer being published. 

* KANSAS CITY JOURNAL (formerly 
Kansas City Journal-Post) (e, 8S), Kansas 
City, Mo. Daily circulation of 86,600; 
Sundays, 75.200. Jehn CC. Swayze, radio 
editor. Not much change in daily ma- 
terial, But Sunday page is trimmed 
down to about 2 columns, and radio art 
work is tapering off. 

SPRINGFIELD LEADER-PRESS (Sun- 


day edition only considered here), 
Springfield, Mo. Sunday circulation: 
40,100. Dick Terry, radio editor. For- 


mer two-page radio-film section has been 
cut to one page with film news to pre- 
dominate. 


NEWARK SUNDAY CALL, Newark, 
N. J. Circulation of 84,650. A. KE. Sonn, 


radio editor. No publicity news or com- 
ment allowed. Entire Sunday page de- 
voted to station logs, 

* ALBANY KNICKERBOCKER NEWS 
(e), Albany, N. Y. Circulation of 54,750. 
Ed, Healey and Mary O'Neill, radio edi- 
tors. Healey’s “The Listener’ column, 
and Mary O'Neill's Saturday two-column 
stint are out. Station logs remain daily. 

* ALBANY TIMES-UNION (m, 8), 
Albany, ie # Daily circulation of 
45,650; Sundays, 83,100. Deuglas Dahm, 
radio editor. Used to carry Dinty Doyle's 
column on Sundays, but has cut it 
since spring. Station logs still in. 


A SALLE NEWS (weekly), Niagara 





logs still running (list eight stations— 
one more than previously). 

TOLEDO NEWS-BEE (ce), Toledo, O. 
This paper suspended individual opera- 
on August 2, and was absorbed by 
the Toledo Blade. The News-Bee’s ra- 
dio editor, Marie Cochran, is now radio 
editor of the Toledo Mirror, a weekly 
tabloid, 

BROWNSVILLE TELEGRAPH (e), 
Brownsville, Pa. Circulation of 8,200. 
Lewis W. Hays, radio editor. Carrying 
only station logs of WWVA, KDKA, 
WCAE and WJAS. 

NORRISTOWN TIMES HERALD (e), 
Norristown, Pa. Cireulation of 13,730. 
W. D. Cressman, radio editor. Previous 
column has been eliminated. 


HARRISBURG EVENING NEWS (e), 
Harrisburg, Pa. Circulation of 60,150. 
F. M. Gilbert, Jr., radio editor. Used to 
run 3 columns daily of 18-inch length; 
column length now reduced to 12-14 
inches. Art work reduced to single 
column and half-column cuts. 


PROVIDENCE STAR-TRIBUNE (e), 
Providence, R. I. No longer published. 
Ben Kaplan, radio editor, has joined the 
Providence Journal & Bulletin radio de- 
partment. 

CHATTANOOGA FREE PRESS (e; S), 
Chattanooga, Tenn. Daily circulation .of 
37,000; Sundays, 37.300. Iph 
radio editor. Radio column of news, 
ete., eliminated. Station log retained in 
full. Radio items, as previously, are used 
as fillers throughout the paper in all 
departments, 

DALLAS NEWS (m, 8), Dallas, Tex. 
Daily circulation of 95.800; Sundays, 
196,750. Wieter Davis, radio editor. From 
300 to 5606 werds of column material 
cropped daily and Sunday; aleo art wark. 
Retain a complete log on WFAA, KRLD, 


WRR. KGKO, NBC, CBS, MBS 

FORT WORTH FRESS ‘(e). Fort 
Worth, Tex. Circulation of 32,260. Tee 
Roy Mannel, radio editor. Daily chatter 
—— eliminated. Station 1} remain. 

ATTLE P OST - INTE 

ion $). Seattle, Wash. Paily circulation 
of 100,275; Sundays. 206,650. Edtth 
White (daily) and Edwin J. Mitchell 
(Sunday), radio editors. Column, ‘run- 
n-ng about 10 inches daily and 409-50 
inches Sunday, dropped. Station logs, 
“best bets,” and “best dance orchestras’ 
retained. Sunday edition contains logs, 
a brief column, and short items. 

SEATTLE TIMES (ee. 8), Seattle, 
Wash, Circulation of 98.525 daily: Sun- 
days, 134,350. Rebert Heilman, radio edi- 
tor. Carries daily station log as usual 
(hasn't run a column in several years). 
Sunday edition, however, has recently 


| been cutting rotogravure page of radio 


pictures, 


SPOKANE SPOKESMAN-REVIEW 


(m, 8S). Spokane, Wash. Circulation of 
59,570 daily; Sundays, 806,000. B. 
Johnsrud, radio editor. Everything 


eliminated except logs on chain broad- 
casts, 

TACOMA NEWS TRIBUNE (e, S), Ta- 
coma, Wash. Daily circulation of 35,700; 
Sundays, 31,700. Paul 0. A . radio 
editor. Station logs only retained; news, 
comment, etc., dropped entirely. Entire 
Space now amounts to about one column 
per day. 

TACOMA TIMES (e), Tacoma, Wash. 
Circulation of 33.080. Jane Mottau, radio 
editor. Daily “highlight” lead has been 
cut. Logs of KMO, KVI, KOMO, mie 
KIRO remain. 

RACINE JOURNAL-TIMES (e), Ra- 
cine, Wis. Cirenvlation of 18,725. 


Owen, radio editor. Policy has been 


; changed to give no gossip or program 


notes on stations outside Racine; use 
“unrestricted publicity for local station 
WRJN.” Program log, however, in- 
cludes surrounding stations as before, 
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BING CROSBY 
With Bob Burns, John Scott Trotter, 
Ken Carpenter, Walter Connolly, | 
Joan Bennett, Johnny Mercer 
Wariety | 
60 Mins. 
KRAFT CHEESE | 
Thurs., 10 p.m. | 
WEAF-NBC, New York 
(J. Walter Thompson) 
With the return of Bing Crosby. 
Jast Thursday (20) this choice radio’ 
dish again became complete. But 
only for one installment. Crosby | 
had taken 12 weeks out and Bob 
Burns stayed long enough for a re- 
conciliation before ducking for a 
four-week vacation. : 
Kraft Music Hall remains one ot! 
the few air packages that abounds 
in suavity and good taste as well 
as entertainment. Combination of 
Crosby and Burns as a distinct and 
happy blend of personalities, There's 
been no letdown in the successful 
illusion of informality, comraderie 
and surprise interpolation. | Banter 
continues to lean to the refreshing | 
side and it’s run off with a subdued 
leisureness that makes it a welcome | 
contrast to the over-eager shows. | 
In guest formula the show of last 
Thursdav night had but one differ- | 
ence. There was no rep from the! 
concert field. Instead of a masseur 
of the high C’s or an ivory digiteer, 
the program produced Johnny Mer- 


cer and a highly diverting para- 
phrase of one of his latest tunes, 
*There’s Mutiny in the Nursery.’ | 


Everybody in the cast but Walter 
Connolly participated and the upshot 
was as healthy a plug as any film 
release would want. The number is 
in Warner Brothers’ forthcoming | 
‘Going Places.’ Mercer and Crosby 
preceded this item with a batter of | 
special material on the theme of 
‘Small Fry’ and a bit of lively min- 
strel crossfire that had Burns as in- | 
terlocutor and a soft spot for the | 
specimen of fine needling that ac- 
companied the routine. 

Script’s gift for mixing bright 
bandinage worked nicely in the case 
of the two screen guestees, Joan 
Bennett and Walter Connolly. For | 
the latter it finally got down to| 
showing by example how the spoken | 
word can by deft shading be given | 
various meanings, while Miss Ben- 
nett devoted most of her conversa- 
tion to answering the critics who 
couldn’t understand why her hair re- 
mained so firmly set in the ‘Texan’ 
despite her encounter with dust- 
storms, blizzards, floods and what- 
not. She also joined Crosby in ap- 
plying their tonsils to the lyrics and 
melody of a current pop number. 

About the only element in this 
Thursday event that seems to show 
Signs of sliding off key is the sus- 
tained gong-ringing gag. It used to 
be funny. Carroll Carroll, the show’s 
scriptist, should be able to dig up a 
substitute before the current one be- 
comes an irritant. Odec. 


| 





GILBERT LINVILLE and LINDA 

VITOLO 
With Edward Rice’s Orchestra 
30 Mins.—Local 
PROCINO and ROSSI MACARONI 
Sunday, 1 p.m. 

WGY, Schenectady 
(Barlow) 

Program, cut pretty much to the 
pattern of all WGY musicals, intro- 
duces two new voices. inville, 
church and Chautauqua singer, is one 
Miss Vitolo, said to have some mu- 
sical comedy exyerience, is the other. 
First broadcast was fair; second was 
better. Further improvement could 
be made in building up numbers 
and adding punch, Tighter “rection 
and longer rehearsing probatly 
would help. A change in announc- 
ing setup definitely would. 

Unlike WGY’s last macaroni com- 
mercial, this one is not aimed ex- 
clusively at Italian listeners. Nor 
are all vocals of the classic and semi- 
classic variety. Linville includes a 
current ballad on each broadcast. 
However, singers make strongest im- 
pression with heavier stuff. Lin- 
ville’s interpretations of pops are 
technically good, but they lack some 
warmth. His a tenor of fairly 
pleasing tone and some range; his 
training in operatic stuff, especially 
Italian, has apparently. been consid- 
erable. Miss Vitolo has a hizh so- 
prano. suited to native tonsue num- 
bers. She and Linv'lle duet. Orchestra 
(strings) led by Rice (violin soloist 
on WGY’s initial shot in 1922) plays 
the classics and Italian folk num- 
bers competently. Jaco. 


BOB NICHOLS 
Radio Gossip 

15 Mins.—Local 
TIPP, JEWELER 
KOMO, Seattle 

Bob Nichols who heads his own 
radio ad agency is doing a Fidler 
on radio personalities. If Nichols 
would chop his own laughs and 
eliminate effort to imitate other com- 
mentators and be himself, he would 
catch on quicker and better with his 
audience. 

Voice okay and he and his staff 
are dishing uv some very good stuff, 
holding to NBC artists exclusively. 
A narrow slant that the public won’t 
understand. Fans would like to hear 
about CBS stars, too. 

May click if better balance is 
achieved and Nichols cuts his over- 
confidence. Commercial should be 
snappier. Smith. 


}an aviation yarn. 


WARDEN LAWES DRAMAS 

30 Mins. 

SLOAN’S LINIMENT 

Friday, 8 p.m. 

WIJZ-NBC, New York 
(Warwick & Legler) 


ad 
This is becoming one of radio’s | with a baton, makes his Coast radio 


standbys. Off on its seventh year of 
prison melodramatics with a sermon. 
It remains good radio stuff. Pretty 
hokey, but also pretty exciting. A 
plausible way to sell Sloan's Lini- 
ment being aimed at a wide listening 
base, the lovers of action. 

Lawes, as always, conducts him- 
self with dignity. Probably it’s a 
matter of basic sincerity. He keeps 
the show short of the icky-sticky, 
even when most sentimental, and the 
script, in its turn, paints its bad men 
of deepest black. 

Workmanlike script, cast and di- 
rection. Land, 
‘CAPTAIN MIDNIGHT’ 

With Ed Prentiss, George Neise, 

Jules Getlin, Grace Lockwood 
Disc 
15 Mins. 
SKELLY OIL CO. 
Mon. to Fri., 6 p.m. 

WGN, Chicago 
‘Blackett-Sample-Hummert) 

Blackett agency continues to hang 
on to its formula at all costs, having | 
tried occasional ventures into other | 
types of radio programming without 
too much success. But back in the | 
five-a-week groove, it is sure of itself | 
and confident of results. 

And ‘Captain Midnight’ fits to the | 
hard and fast rules and specifica- 
tions. It is as simple as building a | 
house or a boat. All you do is fol- 
iow the blueprints, Skelly Oil previ- 
ously had a daytime script kid show 
on tagged ‘Adventures of Jimmy 


| Allen,’ which was an aviation strip. 


‘Captain Midnight’ is a kic strip and | 
What could be | 
more simple? 

About the only difference between 
the characters in this show and the 
characters in other. kid thrillers is 


| that the ‘Captain Midnight’ protago- 
|nists are more brave, more noble 


and more heroic than the brave, 


|noble and heroic characters in the 


rival strips. And the villains are 
more villainous and diabolical. It’s 
cliff-hanging on the same old pat- 
tern, but these cliffs are ae 
old. 


GRAY GORDON Orchestra 
30 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Saturday, 8 p. m. 
WJZ, NBC, New York 

In the cycle of swing-and-sway, 
rippling rhythm, singing titles, stop- 
and-go, music box and kindred styl- 
ized band ballyhoos, Gray Gordon 
has a ‘tick tock’ rhythm idea that’s 
commercial. Clock-ticking back- 





'de_ivery. 





ground insures. steady rhythm, 
while the musical furbelows might 
be considered a blend of Shep Fields 
and George Hamilton, it’s enough of 
a switch to establish Gray Gordon 
as trying to be different on the air. 
Picked up via WJZ-NBC out of the 
Terrace Room of the Hotel Syracuse 
(N. Y.), the Gordon Gray style 
clicked nicely with a deft blend of 
current pops wherein Lane Sisters, 
Shirley Lane solo and Cliff Bradden 
vocally interruvted with like effect. 
In a day when there’s really no 
such thing as a bad band any more, 
the competitiveness in quality has 
veered the showmanship maestros 
into an attempt for stylization, as 
one means of getting away from the 
beaten routine of dansapation. It’s 
paid dividends to the others above, 
and is already asserting some sort of 
reward for Gray during his currently 
pioneering stages. . ‘Abel. 


WALTER M. HARRISON 
Commentator 

15 Mins.—Local 
Daily—6:15 p. m. 

WEY, Oklahoma City 

Walter M. Harrison, managing edi- 
tor of Oklahoma City Times, voiced 
his opinion on the European situa- 
tion beginning Mon. (26) after hav- 
ing served several weeks as an AP 
staff man in Prague. Harrison re- 
tained his editorial policy of speak- 
ing what he thought—resulting in 
plenty of pro and con fan mail. 

Highest compliments were paid 
European press correspondents who 
succeed, despite censorship and ijan- 
guage difficulties, in keeping Amer- 
ica posted on latest developments al- 
most the minute they happen. In 
his opinion one of the hardest jobs 
of the foreign representative is that 
of weeding out the genuine news 
nuggets from the deluge of propa- 
ganda. 

Harrison paid the highest compli- 
ment to the Czech government and 
people and agreed that the four- 
power conference was a European 
milepost—to a future war. Lewis. 


JIMMY POWERS 
Sports Commentator 
30 Mins., Local 
MADISON LOAN 
Daily, 6:30 p.m. 
WMCA, New York 

Powers hardly has a_ sporting 
chance—there’s so much commer- 
cial. Interest-bearing announcements 
are plenty shrill. 

Powers is sports editor and col- 
umnist on N.Y. Daily News and as 
such knows his business and knows 
how to sustain interest. Very infor- 
mative and well-voiced for radio 
but a little off on pronunciations. 
He -also conducts a once weekly 
sports quiz on same station. Hurl. 











Foilow-Up Comment 


Alex Hyde, who has been around 











debut as musical director on Union 
Oil's ‘76 Review.’ He mounted the 
podium after Dave Broekman pulled 


|out to take the Texaco show. Hyde 


gives the program a neat and tune- 


| ful flourish and his backups of Jimmy 


Newill’s vocals are first rate. His 
arrangements, while not as bizarre 


nonetheless well orchestrated and 
showmanly. Program, featuring Con- 


quires a frequent intermittency of 
lights and shade which Hyde deftly 
weaves into the continuity. Hyde 


|has a good production knack which 


richly qualifies him for any of the 
Coast colossals. 

Fred Allen appearing on NBC’s ‘If 
I Had The Chance,’ delivered a com- 
edy sock. Wit followed Lee Bristol, 
of Bristol-Myers Co., his sponsor on 
‘Town Hall.’ Incidentally, 
displayed a good voice and a punchy 
Even though the transition 
from joking exchanges with Cal Tin- 
ney, to the serious front man for 


'big business was a bit abrupt. 


Allen’s ad libbing made it tough 
going for Tinney—at times both 
were talking simultaneously. Allen 
went inside stuff on his show busi- 
ness career. He 
Fogarty and Frank Bush, monolo- 
gists, and Rasselli and W. C. Fields, 
jugglers, as ones whom he tried to 
duck between in the eventual pat- 
terning on his turn. At the finish— 
broadcast just managed to get off on 
the nose—Allen was ribbing Jack 
Benny. 





Fred Waring has a nice keynote in 
slogan that ‘melody is the thing.’ It’s 
a suave challenge to swing’s per- 
versions of melody, and, of course, 
for the radio a natural. For melody 
is the thing on the air. As David 
Ross soothely spiels it and Waring 
presents it—orchestrally and vocally 
—it’s fetching stuff. Donna Day, 
Stuart Churchill and the other spe- 
cialists registered. 

That goofy quiz with the obvious 
use of film stars’ names, and even 
goofier ‘wrong’ answers, was a nice 
little touch of comedy relief Satur- 
day night. 





Raymond Massey’s Abe Lincoln 
walked off with the Rudy Vallee 
program . Oct. 20 (WEAF-Red). 
Opening inn scene was rather weak 
and is similarly regarded in stage 
version. Massey’s backward pro- 
posal to Ann Rutledge (Adele Long- 
mire, a newcomer to the theatre), 
and his farewell before assuming 
the presidency was the _ clickeroo. 
Characterization, combined with 
telling drama of the original speech 
(incorporated into play) and back- 
grounded by muted music was 2 
chiller. Massey radioed before in 
1836 when appearing in ‘Ethan 
Frome’ and will again for Magic Key 
Nov. 6. : 

Hiram Sherman, brought on from 
another legit, ‘Sing Out the News’ 
rendered his novelty song, ‘Plaza 
3-4783,’ in expert fashion. 

Ballini and McEvoy, more comic 
songsters, seemed .a mite too fast 
for radio. Burlesked radio ‘info, 
please,’ ‘quiz,’ ‘spelling bee,’ etc.,-but 
left impression of being something 
to see and hear, not just latter. Paul 
Gerrits, on Fleischmann program in 
June, 37, returned for more of his 
suave joking. Wrote able finale to 
heavily-humored program. 

Sponsor has taken the Federal 
Trade Commish’s_ wrist-slapping 
seriously and seem to have lessened 
the ballyed possibilities of their in- 
flating cakes. Commercials were less 
definite and more ambiguous, Gra- 
ham McNamee guardedly telling of 
what might occur rather than what 
to expect. 





Two prime offenders in long- 
winded advertising spiels that nause- 
ate are Paul Edwards, who other- 
wise ably handles the Horn & Hard- 
art kiddie show Sunday morning 
(WABC-CBS), and th? ballyhooer 
for Hoffman’s Beverages on WOR 
with the Transradio news 11 p. m. 
nightly. Both have marathon plugs. 

This past Sunday little Adele Roy 
again clicked for H. & H. with her 
masculine character ‘Policy Twerp,’ 
and Mickey Barnett registered as 
Baby Snooks, but that Yiddish com- 
edy with a straightman was tire- 
some, unfunny and not especially be- 
fitting this otherwise topnotch kid 
show, perhaps the best of the adol- 
escent troupes around Manhattan. 





Americans at Work with Gilbert 
Seldes and Charles Lutz is an adult 
education sustaining _ series. In 
bringing working Americans and 
their jobs into the homes of listeners 
it often is, sustaining notwithstand- 
ing, a solid half hour of advertising. 
There’s never an announcement — 
there’s no need. ’ 

George Wellbaum, praiser and co- 
ordinator for the New York Tele- 
phone, got a lot on the cuff on ses- 
sion caught. Workings behind the 
coin box as: dramatized were excit- 
ing if not thoroughly understand- 
able. Myriad mechanisms of the 
hello biz was not clearly pictured for 
listeners. Too technical, best de- 





scribes Bell bally. Hello girls were 


Bristol | 


Ho, 


-———— 


cAnser ROBISON BUCKAROOS 
Songs, Playlet 
Mi 


30 Mins, 

MUSTEROLE 

Monday, 8 p.m. 

WJZ-NBC, New York 
(Erwin-Wasey) 

Robison goes back to 1924 in ra- 
dio. His company is heard in Eng- 
land via transcription as ‘The 
Pioneers.’ In the United States his 





' 


| 


r } ' rious acting between strumming and 
and stylized as his predecessor, are | 


troupe of 10 remain The Buckaroos, 
What they are is high-grade hillbilly. 
They also go in for some fairly se- 


———3 
‘CAPTAINS OF PERIL’ 


INSURANCE BOARD 
Monday, 6:30 p.m, 
KSD, St. Louis 

First of a series of programs de- 
signed to drive home the stabilizing 
force that capital stock insurance, 
that is not assessable, contributes to 
the industrial and social progress 
of the nation, got away to a nice 
start with a dramatic reenactment of 
the Missouri Athletic club fire 25 
years ago that cost 32 lives. William 





humming. It all sums up as a rea- 
sonable showmanship fit for the sale | 


; | of muscle balm. 
rad Nagel as dramatic narrator, re- | 


‘Lonesome Cowboy Blues’ was a| 
characteristic opener, with ‘skee- | 
daddle’ rhyming with ‘saddle.’ This 


| was followed by ‘Easter Parade’ to! 


| show that the répertoire is not re- 


stricted to non-pops. 

Playlet is in the tradition of ‘Hi, 
Silver.’ Open spaces 
Characierizations are okay. 


sat, | 
heroics. | 
Return | 


| thereafter to their guitars and music. 


| 
' 


A rival product, Sloan’s Liniment, 
is also reviewed in this issue. Land. 


‘MOONBEAMS’ 





| With Douglas Stanbury, Moonbeam 


| 


| 


Girls, Choir Imvisible, Geerge | 
Shackley, musical director 
Singing 
| 15 Mins. 


| WOR, New York 
mentioned Frank | 


| 





GAMBARELLI & DAVITTO 
Friday, 9:30 p. m,. 


(De Biasi) 

This is a revival of one of radio’s 
oldest programs, a period of slumber 
vocals that formerly held a late hour 
spot on WOR. Now it’s a commer- | 
cial for the first time, but with the 
same sweet-harmony setup which 
once brought it notoriety as a speak- 
easy favorite. WOR has always de- 
nied the reports of catering to, or 
even being the pet of, the tipplers. 
Yet the show now bobs up under the 
sponsorship of a wine concern. 

It’s all singing, femmes and men 
harmonizing separately and ensem- 
ble. Lulling tunes and delivery, now 
catering to the families in its 9:30 
spot. Douglas Stanbury is the only 
soloist, a compelling and listenable 
baritone. 

Commercials are long, but okay on 
the ears. First broadcast plugged a 
new apple wine, but no mention 
made of how it differs from hard 
cider. Scho. 





‘FAMOUS JURY TRIALS’ 
Dramatic 

30 Mins. 

Wednesday, 19 p.m. 
Sustaining 

WOR, New York 

Derived from actual court records 
by Martin Young and cut down for 
radio use by Sam Baker, this still 
makes pretty good listening. Its third 
year for the program but first (so 
far) without a sponsor. 

Programs of this type depend 
overwhelmingly on script to slice 
facts to fit air time and still not lose 
credibility. ‘People vs. Margaret 
Travis’ sounded like writer was in- 
fluenced by too many ‘Crime Club’ 
films. 

Also principals seemed to be 
racing against time to present all 
facts before the bell. Defense attor- 
ney and D.A. as always were prop- 
erly sympathetic and sneery in turn, 
and the latter even dragged in, 
‘where were you on the night of—.’ 
Whole thing was okay even if_a lit- 
tle confusing. i 





usual calm efficient crew, perform- 
ing like actresses, obviously pre- 
pared, materials. Switched to sev- 
eral key centers and as many phases 
of telephone coverage, long distance, 
transatlantic, information, error de- 
partment, etc. Affected an informal 
note. 

Director Seldes doubtless expends 
little effort in securing locales. His 
office must be a playground for pub- 
lic relations boys. Probably means 
little more work than remote pick- 
ups for producers with willing in- 
dustrial p.a.’s doing all the prepara- 
tory work. For all that, it’s rather 
interesting, 





NBC—blue Friday evening is well- 
studded with filler-inners. Following 
Lowell Thomas at 6:45 with Sunoco’s 
Friday reminder that folks will ‘feel 
better if they go to church Sundays 
(a startling thought when projected 
on a commercial, but probably a 
shrewd inspiration), the parade of 
quarter hours proceeds in this or- 


er: 

7:00—Dick Todd barytoneing in a 
way that most folks won’t mind or 
remember. 

7:15—Oscar Shumsky, a fine viol- 
inist doing his exercises. 

7:30—Carol Weyman, a stylist with 
a pleasant voice and well worthy 
of greater burdens, with Jesse Craw- 
ford warming up the Wurlitzer in 
the background. 

7:45—Bert Lytell, the first spon- 
sored show in an hour, showing that 
a lot of dramatic wallop is possible 
even in a quarter-hour. This sample 
for Tums, the enemy of stomache 
fog, proved a case of expert atten- 
tion-getting and attention-holding. 
Dialog builds the characters and the 
story with revealing economy. 
Crowded into the period was more 
than plenty of advertising, a name 
actor and’a situation, and curiosity 
to see how it ends. Which is a lot. 


Rodgers, secretary of the Insurance 
Board, introduced by gabber Frank 
Eschen, briefly related the purpose 
of the series and then interviewed 
Dennis O’Reilly (Zimmerman), for 
30 years a member of the St. Louis 
fire dept. 


O’Reilly told of his career as a 


| fire fighter, the growth and advance.- 


ment of fire fighting technique of 
the local dept. and thus led up. Cast, 
which included several members of 
a little theatre group, clicked and 
the sound effects were up to snuff. 
One drawback of the initialer was 
the detail in which the horror of the 
tragedy was unfolded. There was too 
much of the agonizing yells of men, 
trapped on the upper floors of the 
building, before they plunged to 
their deaths in the street, and the 


| wailing of survivors of the victims 


as they ciustered around the bodies. 
Russ David’s organ music was 0.k., 
but came only when the stark naked- 


| ness of the tragedy sent chills. Pro- 


gram was scripted and produced by 
R. James Dutson and would have 
scored a more direct hit had some 
of the horrifying incidents been 
toned down considerably. Sahu. 


J. HAROLD MURRAY 
Songs, Interview 

15 Mins.—Local 
SALLY’S FUR SHOP 
Sunday, 12:15 p.m. 
WTIC, Partford 

Nominated as Democratic candi- 
date for the State Senate, J. Harold 
Murray, former musical comedy star 
and film player, returned to the air 
waves Sunday (16) after a hiatus of 
several months. He emsees and 
sings on the new Sally Fur Shop 
program. (Marked first time pro- 
gram used live entertainment; for- 
merly transcriptions.) 

Despite a bad cold Murray warbled 
quite effectively three songs that he 
has done in musicomedy, two of 
them favorites of his from ‘Rio Rita.’ 
Harold Kolb suvplied background 
organ music for Murray. 

Murray had for his guest Sunday 
Warren Hymer, p.a.’ing at the State. 
Both chattered for a while on their 
old-time acquaintanceship with Hy- 
mer throwing in several references 
to Murray’s candidacy for the Sen- 
ate. Also brought out that Hymer 
was returning to the Coast Monday 
(17) to resume picture work. 

Murray will continue to emsee and 
sing on all of Sally’s programs at 
least until after elections. Plans to 
have a guest star each Sunday, most 
likely from the State. Show winds 
up with a transcription. Three 
windy announcements in the quarter 
hour show. Two would be ae & 

ck. 








BRADLEY KINCAID 

Songs 

15 Mins.—Regional 
SAVE-THE-BABY , 
WGY, Schenectady 

. . (Leighton & Nelson) 

Searching criticism of a Bradley 
Kincaid program probably would be 
futile, in view of his record as a suc- 
cessful. merchandiser. Who but-one 
having an established audience and 
no: qualms would risk opening first 
broadcast in a new series with a 
number like ‘Heaven Must Be a 
Beautiful Place?’ This at breakfast 
hour and after an absence of some 
months from local air waves. 

Older folks and small town-rural 
area listeners like Kinclaid’s type 
of selections, coupled with his cheery, 
homey personality. So what’s the 
diff? 

Kincaid has a fair tenor voice. He 
adds a fair guitar accompaniment. 
Using no script, he sometimes works 
with marked leisure in a medium 
where seconds are generally con- 
sidered precious. Also handles the 
advertising. This is insistent, price- 
tabbing, and of the please-buy-for- 
my-sake variety. WTIC feeds feae 
ture to WGY and repeats it 15 mine 
utes later in Hartford. Presentation 
tabbed as from National Broadcast- 
ing Co. Jaco. 


‘STRADIVARIUS SERIES’ 
With Jay C.. Freeman 
30 Mins.—Local 
Sustaining 
Wednesday, 9:30 p.m. 
WQXR, New York 
Seeking the unusual in unusual 
music for this unusual station, Eddy 
Brown, musical director-violinist, 
preemed this series of personal ap- 
pearances of famous fiddles about 
three weeks ago. Series attempts to 
bring all Strady instruments in this 
country to the mike for description . 
and history, plus playing as an in- 
troduction to high fidelity-classical 
conscious station’s music lovers. 
Only the deeply interested would 
get into or anything out of this pro- 
ram. For them it must be a Roman 
east listening to the blue bloods of 
the scratch- boxes. Commentator 
Jay C. Freeman, Strady authority 





8:00—Warden Lawes rang up for 
another Sloan’s Liniment romp. 


and curator of Wurlitzer coilections, 
commentates, Hurl. 
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M2 New Stations This Year 





issued in 24 states and in Alaska. 


each. 


Wisconsin. 





At the three-quarter mark of 1938, the Federal Communications 
Commissien has issued 42 construction permits for new stations, 
States making the biggest relative gains are the Southern States, 
while the Far West—once the stampeding ground for more and more 
wattage—didn’t get a single station. All told, grants have so far been 


Texas got most stations with six additions. 
next with four grants. Itinois and Arizona have been allocated three 


States receiving two new stations each are: Alabama 
Oregon, Pennsylvania and South Carolina. 

Those areas getting a singleton newcomer are: Alaska, Georgia, 
Kansas, Maine, Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi, Mon- 
tana, Ohio, Oklahoma, Tennessee, Utah, Virginia, West Virginia and 


North Carolina comes 


; New York, 








Television Rights Not Included 
In ASCAP’s 1940 Negotiations 


Television will continue to be ex- 
cluded frem the rights licensed by 
the American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers in whatever 
contract this organization makes 
available to broadcasters after the 


present agreement expires in 1940. 
Right to accompany a broadcast image 
with music will be considered dis- 
tinct from sound rights and will be 
treated in the similar category with 
film synchronizations. With | the 
televising rights construed as com- 
ing under the mechanical provisions 
of the law, the picture broadcasters 
will have to get their licenses from 
the copyright owning publisher or 
the agent he designates. 

Issue of whether ASCAP should 
deal in television rights was fought 


out within the organization when! 


the membership was asked in 1935 
to signature the new five-year 
agreement. Original contract form 
contained the word ‘television’ but | 
the term was eliminated from the} 
contract which became _ operative. | 
Publishers had contended that tele- | 





With Broadcasting Industry 





BACKGROUND BUZZ 
MIDWEST 


Joe Miller, formerly with KMOX, 
is a new continuity writer for KSO- 
KRNT, Des Moines. 

Margaret Little added to the staff 
of KXOK, St. Louis. 

Sterling Harkins, former gabber at 
KWK, St. Louis, now at KSD, St. 
Louis, in same stint. 

Jerry Burns, sportscaster, KXOK, 
St. Louis, is out. 

Richard Schweitzer, formerly of 
Springfield, Mo., now business man- 
ager of WTMV, East St. Louis. Re- 
places E. F. Willrich,.who goes into 











| sales. 


Les Carmichael, former production 
manager, WQBC, Vicksburg, Miss., 
now on gabbing staff of WITMV, East 
St. Louis. 

Omaha thrush, 


Helen Corey, re- 


isigned her CBS job in Chicago and 


| 


vision was a mechanical rights and | 


that it did not come within the prov- 
ince of a small rights licensing 
combine. Also that it would be up 
to the broadcasters to deal direct 
with publishers for such televising 
rights. ASCAP could go on li- 
censing the performing rights as it 
does in the case of picture theatres. 

Extension agreement which 
ASCAP is now asking its members 
to signature makes no mention of 
television. It is understood that no 
attempt will be made to assert the 
televising right while television re- 
mains in its experimental stage and 
that this view will not change until 
thousands of sets have been sold 
and those operating picture-casting 


equipment establish extensive Gally. 


schedules. 


CANADIAN BID 
FOR TELEVISION 


Montreal, Oct. 25. 

Plans for the erection of the first 
television broadcasting station in 
Canada have been completed by 
station CKAC, Montreal, although 
application for a television license 
has not yet been approved by the 
Government. Phil Lalonde,. director 
of CKAC, is in New York this week 
dickering with Radio Corporation of 
America for equipment which, to- 
gether with new studio construction, 
will cost in the neighborhood of 
$100,000. 

American newsreels and film 
shorts will be among the first pro- 
grams to be presented by the first 
Canadian television station, accord- 
ing to plans. CKAC will get 12 
RCA television receiving sets to be- 
gin with, these to be spotted within 
the Metropolitan area for experi- 
mental purposes, 

Site for the new television studios 
has already been selected by Station 
CKAC in the heart of the Me- 
tropolis, 

Application from CKAC has been 
referred to the’ Department of Trans- 
port with the observation that it is 
for this department to decide since 
it has direct control of radio traffic 
in the Dominion, 











|rejoined WAAW, Omaha, 

James Farris, formerly with KOIL, 
Omaha, has joined KYSM, Mankato, 
Minn., as promotion and ‘continuity 
manager. 

D. E. Bradshaw, head of WOW, 
Omaha, recovering from serious ill- 
ness expected back soon. 

Joe Eaton, formerly with WOW, 
Omaha, has been boosted to com- 
mercial manager at WHAS, Louis- 
ville. 

Cal Karnstedt. KDAL mikeman, 
moves into KSTP, St. Paul-Minne- 
anolis, NBC red network outlet, with 
George Chance, former spieler at 
WMIN, St. Paul indie, replacing him 
at Duluth’s KDAL. 

Stanley E. Hubbard elected to 
board of directors of. Minneapolis 
Better Business Bureau. 

Ellis Harris, KDAL announcer, 
now ‘Prof.’ Harris, sinée he took 
over journalism class at Duluth Cen- 
tral High School. 

Sam Levitan, KDAL, Duluth, re- 
peating his last year’s ‘Your Neigh- 
bor—and Mine’ interview series, on 
request of Community Fund. 


EAST 


Katherine Batchelder, secretary to 
Gerald H. Slattery, WCOP, Boston, 
manager, is now program director 
of the station. 

For improved handling of special 
events pick-ups, Frank Dieringer, 
WKRC Cincy chief engineer, has 
added a new RCA type OP5 remote 
amplifier, four saltshaker and one 
8-ball mikes, and several thousand 
feet of line and microphone cable to 
the station’s equipment. 

New sustainer on WKRC, under 
auspices of the Cincy Public Library, 
started this week with a series of 
Monday morning 15-minute stanzas 
by Mona Harrop, who discusses new 
books and _ interviews literary 
visitors. 

Ed Pamphilon, panelman at WFIL, 





Philly, had three salon prints ac- | 


cepted for the show of the Photo- 
graphic Guild of Philly. 

Norris West, assistant program di- 
rector at WCAU, Philly, in command 
of all educational shows. 

WDAS, Philly, opens one hour 
earlier each morning. Now lights up 
at 7 a. m. instead of 8 

Small regional net being planned 
by Morris Plan Bank for newscasts 
by John Facenda, gabber on WIP, 


Philly. : 
Ray Gathrid, radio ed of Philly 
Daily News, doing program of air- 


line gossip on WFIL each Sunday 
afternoon. 

Lee Hardesty, former saxer in pit 
at Fox, Philly, now tooting in “Tinkle- 
Toy’ band, three times weekly at 
WFIL, Philly. for Mutual airing. 

Lois Miller, organist on KDKA, 
Pittsburgh. for several years, has left 
for New York to make her future 
home. 


| 


| time. 





RCA SURPRISE MOVE ON TELEVISION 


WILL FORCE F UC 10 CLARIFY POLICY 





Washington Sees Conservative 


Everyone Fears Public Will — Too had: 
Whole Series of Problems Involved 


Washington, Oct. 25. 

Determination of RCA to put home 
receivers on the market and launch 
regular visual programs next spring 
presents a serious problem to the 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion and raises question about reg- 
ulatory policies to guide the infant 
image broadcasting. Prolonged delay 
in deciding how to handle television 
looks like a grave problem and 
causes fear of monopoly unless the 
stalling can be brought to a prompt 
conclusion. With the FCC snarled in 
personal feuds and the staff swamped 
by other chores, there is speculation 





whether the regulators can reach an 
agreement on the numerous prob- 
lems presented by the sudden deci- 
sion not to postpone further the ren- 
dering of service to the general pub- 
lic. 

Aiter having seen aural broadcast- 
ing grow up faster than important 


principles could be established, ob- | 


servers are alarmed over the RCA 
move, which caught the Commish by 
surprise. While television technic is 
farther advanced than many other 
scientific developments were when | 
they became available for public use, | 
the nature of the problems which | 
visual transmission presents is far 
more imposing. 
Financial Aid 

Many social and economic factors 
must be weighed without procras- 
tination. Because the technical re- 
quirements are so important, it is | 
doubly vital for the FCC to make up 
its mind on such matters as what 
method is to be fostered, whether 
the infant art can mature without 
financial aid from the government, | 
how competition is to be assured with | 
the relatively small space available | 
for picture operation, what steps can | 
be taken to see that the maximum | 


proportion of th: public receives ser- | 


vice, etc. 
Informal discussions have centered 
around some of these phases, while 


| 
| 


the broad worry has been sketched | 


in Commissioner T. A. M. Craven’s 
reports on engineering propositions 
and the National Resources Board’s 
studies. The FCC has not endeav- 
ored, however, to make a eonscien- 
tious examination of every angle. 

Monopoly fear has existed for sev- 
eral years and indications are the 
government is ogling possible means 
of preventing any group from get- 
ting a corner on television. Broad- 
caste.s have been apprehensive that 
the telephone system would gain a 
death grip with its coaxial cable, still 
the object of experimentation, al- 
though the Commish wrote condi- 
tions into the license which were in- 
tended as a safeguard against such 
an eventuality. 

Must Make Up Mind 

Confusion for the public, as well 
as for equipment makers, is another 
cause of concern. Since with the 
available knowledge, receivers must 
be geared or keyed to particular 
transmitters, it is of utmost impor- 
tanc: that some standardizaticn of 
method be encouraged. At present, 
engineers do not agree on which 
techi.ic is the best from either a sci- 
entific or economic viewpoint. Looks 
like the Commish has been forced 
by RCA to make up its mind before 
it has all the data desired. 

If raanufacturers hurry to turn out 
costly sets before the engineers are 
ready to decide upon methods, great 
inconvenience is threatened, along. 
with possible discouragement to 
progress. 


} still 





Predict Newsreel 


Use by Televish 


New York dopesters’ new 
conception of television broad- 
casting involves use of newsreel 
film on every big national news 


event, Transporting films by 
speedy airplanes to principal 
cities having télevision trans- 
mitters and handling event al- 


most simultaneously from some 
15 to 17 local televizing spots is 
envisaged. Estimated that this 
would make possibile reproduc- 
tion of news and sports evenis 
12 to 18 hours, or sooner, after 
the event occurs, sending tele - 
vision siory into home at ap- 
proximately the same time that 
the newsreels are showing it on 
a theatre scréen, 


In the case of important 
speeches, when the _ speech- 
maker can be photographed and 
the speech recorded in advance, 
some system may be devised 
whereby this advance preview 
film record could be televized 
and sent out at the same time 
it is being received by radio. 
Thus, a talk by the president 
would be secured by having 
camera and sound crew catch 
him in an advance talk, same 
to be held for release, the same 
as newspapers hold speech ad- 
vances, until Speech is made. 

Estimated that with a theoret- 
cal total of 17 key cities televiz- 
ing news events in this manner, 
each reaching out for a radius 
of 50 miles, approximately 25,- 
000,000 people could be reached. 














Individuals who put a sub- | 
| stantial sum into receiving apparatus | on motion pictures, sound broadcast- 


of a shock, although persons abreast 
of the experimentation now under 
way have half-expected a move to 











Even so, it is feared 
| the RT Y will expect too much 
from the beginning, the interest will 
be only because picture broadcasting 
is a novelty, and the fad may wear 
off before the obstacles can be 


cleared. 


How the FCC will tackle its head- 


ache has not been indicated, but it 


only 


is possible there will be conferences 
with manufacturers of both receiv- 
ing and sending equipment. Because 
all of the 
experimental 


existing operators have 
licenses, the 


Commish can put the brakes on by 


|imposing standards which will curb 


| the 


| 


Grand Central 


rush, although such a move 
might lead to criticism that the gov- 
ernment is trying to stifle initiative 
and is depriving the public of a new 
medium of entertainment and cul- 
| ture, 





Visio Labor Trouble 
Start of CBS’ schedule of televi- 
sion operations at the Chrysler and 
buildings may be 


| pos.poned a couple weeks because of 
|}some labor trouble with the Interna- 


tional 


Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers. Dispute had to do with 
| the installation of the equipment. 
Network declined to disclose the 
|details of the controversy, while 
| Local 3, of the IBEW, which claims 
| jurisdiction over installations, main- 
tained an equally strict hush-hush 


| attitude. 


| 





| 


exploit the field for some time. Eco- | 
|nomic obstacles were regarded as | 


imposing enough, however, to} 
result in continued postponement of | 
any public unveiling. 

Motives behind RCA have pro- 
voked speculation. Activity of the 
Temporary National Economic Com- 
mittee (joint Congressional-Depart- 
mental group looking at monopolies 
and competition) accelerated the 
big communications company. Some 
execs feared.the _probers will get 
inquisitive about the slowhess in 
putting discoveries to use and 
charge that deliberate efforts have 
been made to suppress knowledge. 
Possibility that compulsory licensing 
legislation will be an outcome of the 
forthcoming inquiry had an effect, 
since RCA wants tu beat any policy 
which might slice profits. 

Continued financial drain also is 
understood to have prodded the 
RCA officials. Stockholders have 
been growing more and more curi- 
ous concerning the substantial ex- 
penditures for laboratory activities, 
feeling the time has come to either 
get some return or drop the idea. 
Technicians and executives both 
have been on the spot for some 
time, with the pressure growing 
stronger. 

Many-Sided 

Whether the public is ready for 
television even now’ is an unanswer- 
able question heightening alarm. 
Price tags on receivers, high cost 
of operation, lack of capital for 
many ventures, and financial effect 


will be reluctant to buy a new set ing, newspapers, and advertising oc- 
which might co» e along in a short | casion doubt whether the time has 


on researchers and experimenters. 
That the FCC considered tele- 


| Feeling 


This would douse cold water | arrived to make a fling at image 


transmission on a regular basis. 


is that if the response is 


vision is still far from the point| lukewarm, the setback will be seri- 
where regular operation should be! ous and initiative discouraged. Re- 


attempted is seen in a decision last! action of 


individuals who have 


week by which Allen B. DuMont) glimpsed the experimental programs 


Laboratories, 
N. J., 
experimentally on the 46,000-56,000 
ke track. Comment was that con- 
siderable work still remains tobe 
done in the lab, although the Com- 
mish agreed progress might be ad- 
vanced by allowing DuMont to start 
field operation. 
Sarnoff’s Surprise 

Decision announced by David Sar- 

noff, prez of RCA, was something 


of Upper Montclair, 


received a permit to transmit | 


| 
} 





| here and the regular features over- 


seas cause apprehension, which is 
heightened by realization that in 
many respect foreign experts have 
made considerable more progress 
than is visible in the U. S. 

In one respect, the conservatism 
of RCA is being applauded. Scheme 
of presenting only small amount of 
service at the outset is believed 
something of a guaranty against a 
let-down and an unfavorable pub- 





CBS denied the report that Gilbert 
| Seldes was being relieved of his post 
as director of experimental televi- 
| sion, 


SHOUSE STAFF 
IS REVAMPED 


Cincinnati, Oct. 25. 
In a general reorganization of the 
WLW and WSAI sales divisions, ef- 








|fective Monday (24), James D. 
Shouse, general manager of the 
Crosley stations, made these 
changes: 


Wilfred Guenther became sales 
promotion manager, succeeding John 
Koepf, resigned. 

Walter Callahan moved up from 
WSAI salesman to WLW service 
manager. 

K. C. ‘Jim’ Krautters, in the WLW 
service department since January, 
advanced to that station’s first sales- 
man, under Robert E. Dunville, gen- 
eral sales manager of WLW and 
WSAI. 

Archie Grinalds, recently of 
WAGA, Atlanta, and formerly with 
WSB, Atlanta, and WBY, Charlotte, 
joined the WSAI sales staff. 

John Conrad, handling WLW- 
WSAI special events since August, 
became WSAI promotional manager. 
Special events post now filled by 
Jerry Burns, former program direc- 
tor for KXBY, Kansas City. 

Addition to the promotion depart- 
ment of Beulah Strawway, who will 
handle the bulk of contracts with 
key chain store, department store, 
grocery and drug association ac- 
counts in WLW-WSAL territory. 
She’s from sales promotion and ad- 
vertising department of the Kroger 
Grocery & Baking Co., Cincy. 

Bill Bailey continues as head of 
the WLW-WSAI publicity depart- 
ment, with Jim Cassidy and Ralph 
Rosenberg as assistants. Herb Flaig 
carries on as special events director 
of WSAI. 





WTIC BOOKS 2 VIA NBC 


Hartford, Oct. 25. 

Joyce Allmand, contralto, and 
Charles Huard, baritone, are two re- 
cent additions to the WTIC talent 
staff. Obtained through the NBC 
Artists’ Bureau, the two will do duet 
and solo work on WTIC’s new Slum- 
ber Hour on Mondays, Wednesdays 
and Fridays. 

Miss Allmand was formerly with 
Seth Parker. Huard from WCSH, 
Portland, Maine. 





Carole Lombard guesting on Chase 
& Sanborn Oct. 24 and Lux Oct. 31. 





Frances Chaney has joined the 
Seth Parker show as a regular. 
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Transcription Firms Defer Protest 
To Build Experience-Verified Case 


Transcription and phonograph rec- 
ord manufacturers have decided not 


to make any appeal for a revision AFM board’s campaign to increase 
of the new musicians wage scale| musician employment in picture the- 
while the executive board of theatres is its major interest at the pres- 
American Federation of Musicians is | ¢"t time there would be little chance 
of the recorders getting a favorable 
response. The recorders report that 
Recorders had the new rates have resulted in the 
planned to take their protests to the | employment of less men. In some 





defer any concerted action for a few 
months. 
Sentiment also is that since the 





holding its current series of meet- 
ings in New York. 


AFM board after Joseph N. Weber | instances they have replaced as many | }jxely that that organization will toss | 
advised them that there was nothing | as six men with an electric organ, | 


he could do about it, but the feeling | while even the name bands are us- 
among this manufacturing contingent | ing the minimum number of men in 
is that not enough time has elapsed | the recording studios. 

since the upped scale went into ef- 

fect for them to build a convincing Vera 


case and that it would be best to | Carnival. 





Van warbling on Signal 





Sci; Pictas Stafuees 
Wl Share in Findings 





Of New JCRR Survey 


| 
Joint Committee on Radio Re-, 
search will meet Friday (28) to 





, discuss.the question of launching a} 
‘comprehensive study of listening 
‘areas. Also the details of such a sur- 


vey. 

It is understood that the maps cov- 
ering the communities surveyed will 
be furnished the stations involved 
only if they contribute to the project. 
While the National Association of ; 
Broadcasters will participate in the, 
supervision of this job, it is not, 


anything into the kitty necessary for 
the field and desk work. 





‘Adam and Eve,’ with Jack and 
Margaret Orriston, withdrawn at 
KDKA, Pittsburgh. 














4 Limited Selection 


NOT-EXPENSIVE 
AIR-TESTED 


WOR SHOWS 


Of 





we mean! Open for immediate sponsorship. 


aired,” RADIO DAILY. 


DAILY.**Good, stimulating fun,” VARIETY. 


ALSO—Famous First Facts, Presstime, etc. 





WOMEN MAKE THE NEWS-—the news women want presented 
as THEY want it. “Name” guests. Featuring Vincent Connolly, ace 
WOR announcer, women’s air-favorite. A result-full, 15-minute, sales- 


tested, not-expensive WOR buy. Coigate-Palmolive-Peet knows WHAT 


RADIE HARRIS—Hollywood on the whole-shell. An act peppered 
with “Name” guests that spell box office. Doesn’t “stoop.” “It is very 
well done,” VARIETY. “The most intelligent cross-examining ever 


FAMOUS JURY TRIALS—a WOR exclusive in New York. Tops 
in listening. Offers sales record as long as a creditor’s reach. Though 
broadcast over only 4 stations in ’37, hogged 8th place in nationwide 
radio editors’ popularity poll. “A thrilling feature,” N. Y. NEWS. 


| GREEN HORNET —wrings the word “drama” dry. Stretched tight 
as a drumskin with suspense. One announcement pulled 111,000 re- 
quests, each worth 11¢. Ask N. W. Ayer what it clocked for them. 


SAY IT WITH WORDS -—cap-and-gown entertainment packed 
with showmanship. Has pulled 10,970 hard-to-get letters from listeners 
in few months. “Has all the elements for commercial success,” RADIO 


NOTE— Time-Space-Show-Buyers, Account Execs., Ad- 
vertisers: if what you want doesn’t appear above, ASK. 
A note or telephone call will bring us running from 


SALES OFFICE, 1440 BROADWAY, IN NEW YORK (PE 6-8383) 
BRANCH OFFICES: BOSTON, 80 FEDERAL STREET; CHICAGO, 
TRIBUNE TOWER; SAN FRANCISCO, 


RUSS BUILDING 











Research Jeb No. Pleasure 7 


Joint Committee Rife with Strong Minds and 
Factionalism 





WCKY’s Drug Plant Show 


Cincinnati, Oct. 25. 
For the dedication of his new plant 
drug research laboratories, which 
occurred Friday (21), Dr. John 
Thomas Lloyd sponsored a 30-min- 
ute broadcast on WCKY. Commer- 





cial plugs were not used on the pro- | 


gram. According to L. B. Wilson, 
station chief, it was the first time a 
nationally “known ‘ethical’ drug 
manufacturer bought radio time. 
Another ‘first’ claimed by Wilson 
in connection with the dedication 
was a salute address by Dr. Richard 
S. Austin, president of the Cincy 
Academy of Medicine, aired by 
WCKY. He classes it as the acad- 


| emy’s first broadcast. 


WKRC carried a portion of th 
dedication program, on which high- 


ups in the medical field spoke. 


t 


Muzak States 
It's in Black 
For Ist Time 





For the first time since the wired 


service was begun in Cleveland some | 


five or six years ago Muzak claims 
to be on the black side of the ledger. 
Influence which lifted it out of the 
red is said to be the elimination of 
service to -outlying accounts which 
cost the outfit money to supply, 
coupled with other economy moves. 

Company now has 390 accounts ex- 
clusive of some 100 new -ones 
brought in under the new ‘Spon- 
sored Program’ setup, started last 
week. Service is aiming at 500 tie- 
ups in the latter category before the 
first of the year, with 1,000 the ulti- 
mate goal. There are some 6,600 
licensed bars and grills in New York. 

In line with its recent pickup of 
the World Series games from WOR- 
Mutual sportscasters and piped to 
those accounts which desired it, 
Muzak is offering outstanding foot- 
ball games to customers during the 
gridiron season. One is the Ford- 
ham-Pitt tangle this Sat. (29) in 
Pittsburgh, and another the Army- 
Navy annual dogfight at Philadelphia 
Nov. 26. 


SERIES OF DEBATES 
PROVES HOT STUFF 


Cincinnati, Oct. 25. 

WLW and WSAI grabbed a nat- 
ural in the Bulkley-Taft Ohio sena- 
torial campaign debates. Stations 
are splitting time on the broadcasts, 
which are carried as_ sustainers. 
Fireworks broke loose on the first of 
four scheduled airings. It originated 
here in Music Hall, Friday (21) 
night. Hecklers and hoodlums 
clashed verbally from gong to gong. 
While the 3,500 persons in the sight 
audience missed out almost entirely 
on what was being said by the office 
seekers, radio listeners were per- 
mitted to catch the whole thing. 

Remaining debates, to be held this 
week in Toledo, Youngstown and 
Cleveland, will be piped to the Cros- 
ley stations. 

The verbal dual started in a mild 
manner a couple of weeks ago when 
Senator Robert J. Bulkley accepted 
the challenge of his Republican op- 
ponent, Robert A. Taft, to engage in 
an old-fashioned political debate. 
Their oral clashes were held in dif- 
ferent cities, starting in the north- 
eastern section of the state and mov- 
ing south to Cincy, home of Taft, 
son of former President William 
Howard Taft. At each stand the pro- 
ceedings grew warmer. 

Sensing the debates as hot stuff, 
James D. Shouse, general manager of 
WLW and WSAI, offered to broad- 
cast the last four in the series with- 
out charge because of growing pub- 
lic interest in them among Ohio 
voters. To give the candidates a 
chance to repeat their Cincy broad- 
cast, William A. Schudt, Jr., man- 
ager of WKRC, wired them Monday 
(24) that the facilities of his station 
would be offered for a 45-minute 
stretch to be selected by them, and 
without cost. 











/ 
vv 


| Little competition has sprouted 


| among New York research men for 
| the vacant post of managing director 
| of the Joint Committee on Radio Re- 
search. General consensus among 
this element is that the job requires 
| as much talent for political toe-side- 
| stepping as knowledge of broadcast- 
| ing research. 

There’s the jealousy that prevails 
on the committee between the fac- 
| tions representing the Association of 
| National Advertisers and the Amer- 
ican Association of Advertising 
Agencies. George Gallup and L. D. 
H. Weld, two of the committee mem- 
bers, have each decided ideas on how 
things should be carried out. A third 
factor is the contingent from the Na- 
| tional Association of Broadcasters 
| which consistently maintains an at- 
| titude of watchful waiting. 
| Opinion among the outsiders is 
| that if a managing director wants to 

be successful on this assignment he 

must be content to function as a 

giorified secretary and comport him- 

self with utmost reticence and retire- 
ment. 

Weld, who is research director for 
| McCann-Erickson, has had a salary 
arrangement with the committee and 
has contributed much of his time to 
| directing the bureau’s various sur- 
| veys and statistical analyses. 





TRIPP TAKES A WALK 


Lincoln, Oct. 25. 

Dick Tripp, mewscaster with 
KFAB-KFOR here, walked (19) over 
a salary tiff. Newser gave no notice, 
merely asked for a raise, didn’t get 
it, and never showed for the next 
scheduled news broadcast. 

Has been here for about six 
months. 

Bob Moon, announcer at KFAB 
for four years, resigned as of Nov. 


west coast. Has a line on radio 
there. 





Don Stauffer back to New York 
after checking up on the Young & 
Rubicam Coast hows. 

















* * 


WOW 


OMAHA 
FOOD SHOW 


This year, for the first 
time, Omaha grocers 
streamlined their annual 
food show . . . turned 
over exclusive promotion 
to Radio Station WOW. | 
The result? Homemakers 





1 and leaves immediately for the . 





smashed all attendance 
records ... typical re- 
sponse to WOW show- 
manship. 


WOW 


OMAHA, NEBRASKA 
590 KC 5,000 Watts 


JOHN J. GILLIN, Jr., Mer. 
JOHN BLAIR CO., Representatives 
Gwned and Operated by the Wood- 
men of the World Life Insurance 
Society. 


ON THE NBC RED NETWORK 
* 
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Columbus—Sirens wailing, the fire engines from No. 1 engine house 
screamed through the downtown streets. In front of a Gay street build- 
ing the city’s newest piece of equipment, an aerial truck, pushed a scaling 
ladder seven stories into the air. ; 

As a curious crowd gathered in the street below firemen helped a man 
from a window and started down the ladder. Then the wind suddenly 
caught a banner on the rescued man’s back and unfurled it to view. Spec- 
tators read the letters WHKC and realized that he had a microphone in 
his hand. 

It was Fred Joyner, WHKC announcer, describing his trip down the 


ladder as a part of the station’s Fire Prevention Week program. 
was pulled without any advance publicity. 


Stunt 





New York—Bob Welsh, red-headed Young & Rubicam. producer, will 
guest shot in the control booth during tonight’s (26) Hobby Lobby airing. 
Gag ties in with the appearance on the program of Martin H. Kitter, who’s 
prez. of the Red Headed League of America. He’s a self-styled protector 
ef red haired dames to dispel the thought that titians are hot tempered, 
ill mannered and hot. It’s supposed to be a hobby. 





St. Paul—KSTP contributions to Americana: 

Roy Sudeith, St. Paul police dept. harbor patrolman, who has become 
a wizard at iocating bodies of drowning victims. Sudeith explained his 
methods; told why he never fails. 

Tattooed man interviewed told about the latest gadgets in tattoo artistry, 
and how to overcome baldness simply by tattooing spider web, spider, fly 
and all on the dome. 





Misseula, Mont.—Station KGVO inaugurated the grid season with a stunt 
broadcast, ‘What Goes on in a Football Huddle?’ Nick Mariana took a 
mike into an actual huddle during a night practice session and gave com- 


ments and explanations as the Montana State University gridders called 
signals. 





New _York—Advertising agency handling a name maestro objected to 
his posing with a pipe. He was being sponsored by a ciggie account. 


 ——— 





RADIO 
SPONSORS—AGENCIES | 


Larus & Brethers, Richmond, Va., 
(Edgeworth), sponsoring 24 play-by- | 
play broadcasts of the home games| 
of the Boston Bruins hockey team on | 
Sunday and Tuesday evenings from | 
Boston Garden, through WAAB, Bos- 
ton, and these Colonial Network sta- 











tions, preeming Nov. 6: WEAN, 
Providence; WSAR, Fall River; 
WFEA, Manchester; WNBH, New' 


Bedford; WTHT, Hartford; WLLH, 
Lowell-Lawrence; WLNH, Laconia; 
WRDO, Augusta; and WCOU. 

Frank Ryan at the mike. Account 
handled through Warwick & Legler, 
New York City. 

May Co., became first Cleveland 
downtown department store to ex- 
periment with home-economic shows 
staged in its dining room on an 
open-house scale. Using WHK. 

Lectures and recipe demonstra- 
tions are put on before mike in form 
of a ‘Kitchen Kwiz’ by Ruth La 
Verne of Westinghouse Home Eco- 
nomics Institution. Room is large! 
enough to accommodate 900 femmes 
during free tea-hour shows. Wayne 
West emceeing. 





WNEW, NEW YORK CITY 


Holden Family, Imc. (Pet Shop), 
15 min. program weekly, 13 weeks, 
Direct. 

Howard Company (clothes), six 
quarter hours weekly, with Arizona 
Red, indefinite period. .Direct. 

Luden’s Inc. (cough drops), three 
15-min. periods on ‘Make-Believe | 
Ballroom,’ 20 weeks, J. M. Mathes. | 

Metropolitan Merchants Guild 
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Networks Answer Affiliates 


CBS and NBC are giving some thought to the presentation of their 
side of the affiliates’ sub rosa campaign for an increased percentage 
in station compensation. While the affiliates are loath to express 
their ambitions in plain language, it is known that some of them 
have been talking about. 50-50 as a future base. 

Hitched to the whole involved question of station compensation is 
a desire to have all affiliate contracts expire at one date, instead of 
staggered as now. This, too, is part of the affiliates wishing-out-loud, 

Meanwhile the networks point out that a substantial share of their 











profits accrue from their own owned and managed stations. CBS 
profits are said to run around 10% on gross revenues. 

Division of the network advertising dollar earmarks 35c. for adver- | 
tising agency discounts and frequency discounts. Operating and sales 
costs take 25c. Affiliates get 30%. | 





(Harlem merchants), variety show,; Getchell, 21 announcements, start- 
30 mins. weekly; 52 weeks, Weill & | ing Sept. 22. 
Wilkins. Lux Bond & Greene, Inc., through 
: : F. W. Prelle Agency, 13 15-minute 
Eibee Furriers, Inc. six quarter electrical transcriptions starting 
hours weekly, 48 weeks, and six! Sept. 23. 
5-min. spots weekly, indefinite pe- Grove Laberatories, Inc., through 
riod, Weill & Wilkins. | Stack-Goble, 7 anneuncements start- 
E. I. duPont de Nemours, three | ing Sept. 26. 
spot announcements weekly, seven; Hartford Etectrie Light Ce,, 
weeks, B. B. D. & O. i through F. E. Baker, 38 15-minute 
Manhattan Soap Co., seven spot live shows, starting Sept. 26. 
announcements weekly, four weeks, Aute Tire, Inc., through F. E, 
Franklin Bruck Agency. Baker Agency, 39 15-minute live 
Petter Drug & Chemical Co.’ shows, starting Sept. 26 : 
(Cuticura soap), 18 spot announce-'! William W. Lee Co., through 
ments weekly, 26 weeks, Atherton’ Leighton & Nelson, 78 15-minute 
& Currier. ' live shows, starting Oct. 11. 
Vadsco, through Lawrence G., 
WITC, HARTFORD Gumbinner Agency, 13 half-hour 
Saltesea Packing Co., through electrical transcriptions of ‘Court of 
Livermore-Knight, 100 Trans Radio | Human Relations,’ starting Octo- 
News announcements, started Sept. | ber 16. 
19. | Rockwood & Ce. through Federal 
Chrysler Corp., through Sterling Agency, 80 Trans Radio news an- 








nouncements, starting January 6. 





Oxo, through Platt-Forbes, 80 





7:00 P.M., EST. 


KITTY 





“THE LAUGHING LADY” 


KITTY O'NEIL 


The Brown and Williamson Tobacco Corp., Makers of.Avalon Cigarettes, for 


- AVALON TIME 


NBC RED NETWORK EVERY SATURDAY NIGHT 
COAST - TO - COAST 
6:00 P.M., CST. 


GRATEFUL ACKNOWLEDGMENT TO 
FREEMAN KEYES-RUSSELL M. SEEDS AGENCY 





O’NEIL 


9:30 P.M., PCT. 


Trans Radio news announcements, 
starting February 10. 

Cocomalt, through J. M. Mathes 
Agency, 39 one-minute transcribed 
announcements, starting Oct. 4. 

WCAE, PITTSBURGH 

Maryland Pharmaceutical Ce., 
daily spot announcements for one 
year. 

Lehn & Fink, one-minute disc an- 
nouncements five times weekly for 
two months. 

Oswald & Hess, 10-minute news 
broadcast three times weekly until 








Dec. 31. 

Maine Development Committee, 
_quarter-hour twice weekly for 26 
| weeks. 


Chrysler Products, ‘Show of Week’ 
(Continued on page 33) 


SINGLING OUT 
- RADIO CALLED 
UNFAIR 








Washington, Oct. 25. 

Strong objections against discrimi- 
natory control was registered with 
alechol control authorities by 
Neville Miller today at conference on 
Uniform Liquor Advertising Regu- 
| lations. Broadcasters have been 
‘alert to social obligations and are co- 
| operating with trade and govern- 
ment agencies to prevent offending 
listeners, but cannot tolerate any ac- 
tion which singles radio out for 
speciai treatment, radio spokesman 
declared. . 

Legislation banning even beer 
blurbs via radio would be vicious 
precedent that might be used by 
other bluenose groups. 
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HEALERS CAN'T BE 





Radio’s Biggest 
Spot Customer, No Longer 
May Match Dealer’s $7 
with Like Amount 





TAX ANGLES 





Detroit, Oct. 25. 

Chevrolet will retire completely 
from its policy of dealer co-opera- 
tive advertising when the remaining 
coin in the fund covering the ‘Mu- 
sical Moments’ transcription cam- 
paign runs out. Move is in con- 
formity with the consent decree en- 
tered into between the Government 
and the various automobile combines 
over the future relations that are to 
prevail between them and _ their 
dealers, A pertinent point of the en- 
joining order was that the manufac- 
turers cease using car dealers’ money 
on advertising unless the dealers are 
specifically named in the advertising. 
In the case of the ‘Memories’ series 
the plug merely states, ‘See your 
local Chevrolet dealer.’ 

Another governmental angle that 
has discouraged the dealer advertis- 
ing pool stems from a ruling from 
the internal revenue department 
which holds that the money which 
the manufacture adds on the dealer 
cost of each car for advertising pur- 
poses should come under the pro- 
visions of corporation surtax and 
excise taxes. How much the gov- 
ernment figures it has lost on this 
score can be deduced from the fact 
that over $14,000,000 was set aside by 
the various companies through this 
process during 1937. 

Under the old setup the allowance 
on each car for advertising purposes 
was $7, with the manufacturer 
matching it with $7 of his own and 
applying the total to advertising in 
the dealer’s particular. territory. 
Over 1,000,000 cars were sold in ’37. 
Unless groups of dealers want to ac- 
cept the $7 and to engage in their 
own co-operative spot campaigns it 
looks as though radio will loose a 
major share of what they used to 
derive from this source to news- 
papers and outdoor advertising. 





Inquiry of the legal department of 
General Motors in New York failed 
to find any one who was conversant 
with the situation or was willing to 
explain how the consent decree will 
operate in the advertising relations 
between car manufacturer and 
dealer. 





Lawyer Champ Spieler 


Salt Lake City, Oct. 25. 

Wally Sandack, who joined the 
KSL announcing staff while building 
up his law practice, won $100 award- 
ed by J. Walter Thompson. Judged 
outstanding announcer of the Kel- 
logg-sponsored major league base- 
ball games of last season. 
Sandack topped John Harrington, 
Chicago’s CBS sports commentator. 
—_——— 











Oct. 16th, 1938 


‘Relief Burden 
Greatly Eased” 


Says Chicago Mayor 
Oct. 15th, 1938 


Bob Hawk 


Leaves Chicago 


for N. Y. Radio Show* 


* The People’s Rally 
Mutual Network 


Sundays—3:30 E:S.T. 


DETROIT SYSTEM OU 








SPONSORS—AGENCIES 


(Continued from page 32) 


half-hour every Sunday for 26 
weeks, 











Borden Daily Delivery Co., through 
McCann-Erickson, Inc., is bankroll- | 
ing Sunday quarter-hour newscasts | 
by Darrell Donnell over KFRC, San 
Francisco, through Dec. 25, in addi- 
tion to John B, Hughes’ thrice daily | 
stint week days. 





Fruit Industries, through Emil | 
Brisacher & Staff, using thrice- 
weekly announcements on KFRC, 
San Francisco, through Jan, 13. 





Pacific Greyhound Bus Lines, | 


sponsor of a weekly live talent 
‘Romance of the Highways’ dramatic 





show at KFRC, San Francisco, has 
added KTKC, Visalia, Cal., to the 
Don Lee web releasing the Sunday 
morning airings. Agency is Beau- 
mont & Hohman. 





Swift & Co. (Allsweet), through 
J. Walter Thompson, Chicago, is 
spotting five one-minute transcribed 
announcements weekly on KFRC, 
San Francisco, through Noy, 11. 





Standard Beverages, Inc. (Par-T- 


| Pak), signed with KGO, San Fran- 


cisco, for weekly arnouncements 
over year period, through Emil Rein- 
hardt, 





Thomas Leeming Ce. (Baume Ben- 


gue), through William Esty, New 
York, spotting two announcements 
daily on KPO, San _ Francisco, 


throughout winter, 


Technicians Union Reorganizes 


'50% Drop in Greater New York Membership Pre- 


cipitates New Regime 











Having lost considerable footing in} been renamed by membership vote, 
|New York area in last six months,| Was formerly an appointment job. 
the American Communications As- Union once had _ seven stations 
sociation (technician’s union) has!signed including WABC, WNEW, 
| reorganized and will again attempt; WBNX, WHN, WBBC, WOV-WBIL., 
‘to line up station men. Organiza-| Now has WNEW, WHN, WBNX and 
tion was readjusted last spring and | WOV-WBIL. Contracts with others 
an uptown branch office was opened | have run out and were not renewed. 
to facilitate organizing. That has Union also had membership in other 
been lost along with several stations | 14 stations around town and has lost 
and a 50% drop in local member-|out completely at WABC (CBS) 
ship. Harold Katan, one time or-; which recently voted to join Asso-« 
ganizer of broadcast local number | ciated Broadcast Technicians, inside 
16, who lost out in last shakeup, has! group. 
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"Attention to trifles makes perfection 
and perfection is no trifle’’. 


— Anonymous 


| 


appoints 


WALTER A. CALLAHAN 


Sales-Service Manager 


@ The appointment of Walter A. Callahan as Sales-Service Manager of 
WLW should be of keen import to all clients of the Nation’s Station, 
because his appointment means their programs will be serviced better than 
ever before. Mr. Cillahan’s 10 years radio experience — much of it with 
small advertisers where the spending of small sums was extremely important, 
has given him a background of service which should prove invaluable. 
He is trained to make every broadcasting dollar do its full duty. In 
Mr. Callahan WLW clients can feel they have a representative of their 
company within the Nation’s Station , . . looking after their best interests. 
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Police News Under One-Man Control 


To Prevent Press 





Tacoma’s newly elected commis- | 


erie + 


and Radio ‘Leaks 





Tacoma, Oct. 25. | Sports Halls Use Air 


sioner of police, Holmes Eastwood, 
is threatening members of his de-| 
partment with dismissal if giving in- | 
formation to newspapers and radio 
stations. Tacoma citizens are to get 
their crime news through the filter 
of a police department press agent 
designated by Eastwood under a new 
censorship order, ‘reserving to him- 
self the right to reveal what is cor- 
rect for the newspapers and radio 
stations’ and ‘what is not correct.’ 
He selected one inspector of police, 
Serman Lyons, as the sole spokes- 
man 

Reporters, ejected from the press 
quarters in the police station which 
they have occupied for several years, 
must now be on hand at the hours 
of 7:45 a.m. and 12:30, when press 
and radio conferences will be held. 
Eastwood explained he was taking | 
this action on account of a ‘leak’ | 
recently in his department when a 
fugitive murderer escaped a trap 
laid for him here. 

‘My dispute is not with the radio 
stations and the newspapers’ the 
commissioner declared. ‘I intend to 
see to it that they have as complete 
coverage of the news as they have 
had in the past.’ 
continue to cover police news and 
the newspapers announced 
would still handle police matters as 
they saw fit. 

New commissioner was recently 
elected to office on a ‘reform’ plat- 
form, He came here originally from 
Canada where he was at one time a 
military aviator and former hard- 
ware salesman, 


CANCELS COMMERCIAL 
FOR POLITICAL GAB 


Schenectady, N. Y., Oct. 25. 








WGY did the unusual in cancelling 
the Tuesday evening (25) broadcast | 


of ‘For Men Only,’ NBC red web 
commercial, to pick up from Union 
College Memorial Chapel, Schenec- 
tady, a discussion between Mayor 
Fiorello H. LaGuardia of New York 
and Senator Perley A. Pitcher of 
Watertown, Republican floor leader 
of the recent Constitutional Conven- 
tion, on the proposed changes in the 
State Constitution. 
An audience affair. 





John E. Thayer is the new com- 


‘ings of 


;events in 


number of 


they | 


Cleveland, Oct. 25. 
Cleveland arena has awarded air- 
wrestling and boxing 
matches for season 
precedent for Al 
center. Last season spot refused to 
allow round-by-round descriptions 
of matches, preferring to buy time 
on all four local stations to ballyhoo 
advance only. Walter 
Taylor, promoter of affairs, held out 
for more complete radio coverage 


Sutphin’s 


and got it tossed exclusively to 
WHK 
Civic auditorium, which lost aj; 


sport concessions to 
Arena in last year, also getting more 
air-minded to make up for the loss. 
Commissioner Herb Buckman in- 


stalling new equipment in aud’s ra- 


| dio studio, connecting it ‘with P. A. 


control studio so matches can be 
piped directly to WGAR. Dick 
Deutsch reported to be tieing up 
with WTAM for broadcasting of his 
miny-auto races from his new 10,- 
000-seated stadium being built, 


WEVD, N. Y., Has More 
Time and Elbow Room 


Both stations will 
| WEVD,N. Y., will start a long ses- | 


sion of dedic tory programs Nov. 11 
to officially open its new studios in 
New York. Opener will be a three 
hour long broadcast tied in with 
Armistice Day, followed by a -full 
hour program each day for 19 days, 
and each sponsored by a different 
advertiser. 

Station picked up the air time al- 
lotted to WFAB, N. Y., a week ago 
Sunday (16), now putting its call 
letters on the ether 19 hours a day 
and upping that to 21 hours on Sat- 
urday. WEVD recently absorbed 
| WFAB. 


|e 


to WHK. A|} 
sports | 


WHK Citizenship Show 


Cleveland, Oct. 25. 





‘borrowed’ almost verbatim 
; WHOM. Joseph Lang, 


civic-naturalizing programs has been | 


WHOM, Jersey City, ow Inside Stuff—Ra the 





WHK’s ‘We Americans’ series of | 


| John Philip Sousa movement for the purpose of erecting a vast bronze 


by | monument in memory of the ‘march king,’ started an indefinite weekly 
manager of , broadcast to WOR-Mutual last Saturday after opening the campaign week 


| Jersey City station, is using set-up, | before over CBS network, the switch having been arranged in advance. 


music and _ national 


endorsements | Program is slotted at eight o’clock for 30 minutes, with Mutual not limit- 


‘worked out by local Mutual outlet | ing appeals for funds to finance the memorial. Starting next Sunday (30) 
h 


| with latter’s okay, plus a courtesy 
credit-line. 

WHOM is first out-of-towner to 
'pick up WHK’s novel good-will 
|merchandising stunt, aimed to help 
aliens secure citizenship papers. H. 
K. Carpenter so far has ‘received 85 
|other inquiries, representing about 
12% of country’s stations interested 
in the series. 


' Former WJAY Owner 
Seeks 5th Cleveland 
Station, Others Failed 


Cleveland, Oct. 25. 

| Monroe F. Rubin, building contrac- 
tor who once owned WJAY which 
i became WCLE, and five other Cleve- 
landers are behind a move to open 
a new radio station here. Although 
three similar campaigns by other 
promoters seeking a license were 
previously turned down in Washing- 
ton by FCC, the new group is get- 
ting depositions from prominent cit- 
izens, who believe a fifth station 
i here is needed as an outlet for small 
advertisers. 

At present the field is daminated 
| by WTAM, WHK, WCLE and WGAR. 
| Co-sponsors of Rubin’s enterprise, 
| known as Cuyahoga Valley Broad- 
| casting Co., are W. L. Booth, Paul E. 
| O’Reilly, C. G. Squires and T. M. 
Kennedy. Combine aims ‘to lure 
| back the foreign nabe merchants 
who used to buy WJAY time is per- 
| mit for another station is granted. 











Harriet Wilson ended long hos- 
pital siege after auto crackup. Due 


back soof with her Singing Strings. setting the arrangements. 





| 


WNAX. Yankton, to Cowles 








And Washington Dopesters Think They Pick Up 
Political Trail Scent—Craven Dissents 





Washington, Oct. 25. 
Latest buzz-stirrer from the Fed- 
| eral Communications Commission’s 
| pot-pourri of politics and radio con- 
cerns last week’s sale of WNAX, 
| Yankton, S. D., to the Des Moines 


mercial mana‘fPr for WWNC, Ashe- | Register and Tribune. Upsetting Mc- 
ville, N. C. He succeeds J. W. Mc-! Ninch declaration that he was not in 
Iver, who has resigned from the sta-' favor of concentrating radio facilities 


tion. 


'in one area, or under one ownership, 











MUA in New York City 


announces the opening of a 


Chicago Branch Office 





at 360 North Michigan Ave. 
under the direction of 


Mr. J. 


Mr. G. B. McDERMOTT | 


M. WARD 


AND 

















newest transaction 


was 


A. Wallace. 


over curious aspects of the deal, it | 
has been recalled that Wallace’s spe- 


formerly employed by the Register- 
Tribune. Thought that the Agricul- 
ture Department may have had a 
hand in whatever eventualities may 
have caused a majority of the Com- 
mish to dish up WNAX on a silver 
platter for the Des Moines newspa- 
pers. Gardner Cowles, Jr., owner of 
the rags, had lunch with President 
Roosevelt Oct. 11. 

Chandler Gurney, a pass-the-bis- 
cuits-Pappy type of radio entertain- 
er, and Republican candidate for the 
Senate, has been using WNAX. 

In a dissent, Commissioner Craven 
stated as follows: 

‘I dissent from the majority opin- 
ion...involving the transfer of con- 
trol of the stock of the WNAX 
Broadcasting Co. licensee of station 
WNAX, to the South Dakota Broad- 
| casting Corp. because, in my opin- 
ion, in the absence of-a_ positive 


entity 


censees controlling regional broad- 
casting stations, rather than by a 
concentration of such licensees in the 
same or allied interests. In the in- 
stant case, while the regional station 
WNAX is in South Dakota, it ren- 
ders good daytime service to large 
portions of Iowa, where interests 


trol the operating policies of three 


time service to the remainder of 
Iowa. 


be remanded for further hearing to 
secure additional evidence bearing 
on this phase of the matter so that 
the Commission may be in a better 
position to determine whether pub- 
lic interest would be served.’ 





While dopesters are still puzzling | 


regional stations rendering good day- | 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


showing to the contrary, public in- | 
terest in any economic or political | 
in general would be best | 
served by a diversification of li- | 


closely allied to the transferee con- | 


‘Since this was not a specific issue 
in the notice of hearing in this case, | 
it is my opinion that the case should | 


| (24) from announcing staff at WELI, 


ere will also be a weekly 30-minute Sousa program over WHN, with 
_compositions of the bandsman and speakers. 

Nov. 6 has been named as Sousa Week, during which many high school 
bands will play his compositions. Stated that many bands too will play 
Sousa marches during that week. Boy musical outfits are to give recitais 
at modest admission fees, proceeds of which are to go to the memorial 
fund. 


Tommy Lee and a couple of Don Lee Network associates, Willett Brown 
and William Pabst, have been in the east during the past week giving the 
0.0. to the latest developments in television, facsimile and ultra shortwave 
mechanics. After visiting the RCA Manufacturing, Farnsworth and Arm- 
strong plants, they were given a special demonstration of television at NBC. 

Brown is a managing assistant with the network on the Coast, while 
Pabst is program head of KSFC, San Francisco. 





Honor was bestowed recently on Richard L. Evans, 32, who for six 
years was a mikeman at KSL, local CBS affiliate. Evans was made a 
member of the Latter-Day Saints (Mormon) church first council of 70. 
He is the youngest general authority of the church to occupy such an im- 
portant position since 1906. 

Evans quit radio in 1936 to become managing editor of the Improve- 
ment Era, monthly church magazine. 


Toscanini concerts, this season limited in the U. S. to NBC-blue, being 
carried by WTIC, red network basic plant in Hartford, by special arrange- 
ment. Blue net’s coverage in Connecticut area umbrella’d by WTIC so thin 
that exception was deemed advisable. 

Present sked has Toscanini working weekly through Dec. 3, and from 
Jan. 7 through Feb. 25, with guest conductors on interim Saturdays. 


Naylor Rogers has resigned as manager of International Radio Sales’ 
Chicago office. Until a successor is appointed Loren Watson, IRS sales 
manager, will divide his time between that town and New York. 

New Chicago appointee will report direct to the New York office. Under 
the arrangement Rogers had with International he exercised complete 
autonomy. 


Trade is wondering whether NBC will resume showing the monthly 
billings of the blue (WJZ) and red (WEAF) links separately now that the 
network has established special discounts for the blue. NBC dropped the 
gross breakdown a couple years ago on the ground that the various sup- 
plementary groups are used promiscuously by red and biue basic clients. 

NBC’s sustaining ‘Information, Please’ was photographed by Pathe News- 
reel after last night’s (25) broadcast at Radio City. Vance Babb spent day 


Participating in the newsreel bally were Clifton Fadiman, Franklin P. 
Adams and John Kieran, 





Columbia Workshop presentation of ‘Air Raid,’ by Archibald MacLeish, 
will be completely recorded by the Columbia Phonograph Co. when it is 
broadcast over WABC, N. Y., tomorrow (Thursday) night starting at 10 
p.m. Aline McMahon and Orson Welles are in ‘Air Raid.’ 

Broadcasters around the country think that the Washington adminis- 
tration is laying it on a little thick in asking the station to grant time for 
21 laudatory speeches on the CCC and like Government agencies. Ar- 
rangements are being made through the local state offices of the National 


co eagerly | Emergency Council. 
seized upon by political star-gazers | 


as a possible stepping-stone to 1940 | 
for Secretary of Agriculture Henry | 


NEC’s state directors are out after. every station in the towns selected 
for the talks which are designed to start Oct. 21 and extend, as pointed 
out by the broadcasters, over the three closing weeks of the election 
campaign. 





| Station WMCA, New York, has effected a tieup with Olsen & Johnson 
| comedy, ‘Hellzapoppin,’ for cuffo use of talent from show in return for 


cial staff includes several individuals | show plugs. 








+ 
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WAGES-AND-HOUR 
LAW ADDS SPIELER 


Bridgeport, Oct. 25. 
switched yesterday 








Bill Farley 
New Haven, to ditto for WICC, 
Bridgeport-New Haven. Latter added 
spieler per wages-and-hours law. 
Perry Lafferty, formerly on music 
staff of WBRY, Waterbury-New 
Haven, replaces Farley at WELI. 











TEXACO STAR THEATRE 


“Sixty Minutes of Music—Comedy—Drama”’ 


WEDNESDAY NIGHT, C.B.S. 


9:30 E.S.T.—8:30 C.S.T.—7:30 M.S.T.—6:30 P.S.T. 
» 


ADOLPHE MENJOU 
CHARLIE RUGGLES 


NED SPARKS 


UNA MERKEL 
JANE FROMAN 
KENNY BAKER 
JIMMY WALLINGTON 

DAVID BROEKMAN’S ORCHESTRA 
HARRY SIMEONE’S CHORUS 
Produced by BILL BACHER 


THE 





TEXAS COMPANY 





bn Baltinore,jts 





ON THE NBC RED NETWORK 


NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES 
EDWARD PETRY & CO. 
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Fee QVER-RULES 
ALL PRIOR OKAYS 


KSFO, San Francisco Lease 
Disapproved in Strong 
Policy-Clarifying Decision 





BROWN DISSENTS 








Washington, Oct. 25. 

Invalidation of leases of more than | 

a score of transmitters was feared | 
this week following FCC refusal to! 
ratify deal through which CBS would | 
rent KSFO, San Francisco for a/| 
maximum of 15 years. In one of the} 
most important decisions since the! 
regulatory body was formed, a ma-| 
jority of the Commish excoriated a 
pact insuring the owner of the prop- | 
erty eventual return of his license | 
far in the future and declared agree- | 


ments of this character violate the | 
terms of the Communications Act. | 
Only one member—Commissioner | 
Thad H, Brown, who agreed with the 
eventual action but cited other rea- 
sons—quibbled with the logic of the 
opinion, 

Precedent - setting statement of 
facts hung a heavy club over numer- 
ous owners. Especially jeopardized 
are the half-dozen plants which NBC 
now operates under leases, along 
with WEEI, run by CBS but owned 
by Edison Electric Dluminating Co. 
of Boston. 

Upsetting opinion, which has been! 





) > — 


ABSENTEE LANDLORD 











Prophets of Kid Boom Wrong 





October. 
of accounts. 


house per week. 





Despite the impression which prevailed this summer that time for 
kid programs would be at a premium this fall, NBC is clearing but 
a half hour more in commercial juve entertainment than it did last 
Difference does not represent an increase in the number 


During last October NBC was broadcasting six and a half kid 
commercial program hours per week. 


This year it’s seven program 








a cause of controversy within the 


FCC since late in the winter, ap- | 


parently is the final chapter in the 
two-year effort of CBS to acquire 
the ‘Frisco plant as a second. basic 
web-managed West Coast outlet. 


ee 
> 








parties to pacts will be forced to 
negotiate new understandings, which 


|must receive FCC consent. 


While attorneys have until the mid- | 


dle of next month to seek reopening 


or note an appeal, further proceed- | 


ings appear unlikely. 
courts would entertain a petition for 
review is doubtful, with some bar- 
risters feeling there are no grounds 
for seeking judicial aid. 

Reversal 


Action at least marks a complete 
reversal of attitude on the part of 
the Commish majority, specifically 
nullifying prior approvals of transac- 


| tions under which the owner retains 


a string on his property when rent- 
ing it to another party to operate 
over a protracted period. This was 
made indisputably clear when the 
Commish declared any inconsistent 
decisions ‘are hereby overruled.’ 


While the most immediate effect 
of the opinion is to upset CBS 
expansion schemes, the principal 
danger to the industry resulting from 
the adverse decision confronts own- 
ers of leased transmitters. If the 
FCC sticks to its newest interpreta- 
tion of the statute, return of the 
transmitters is likely to be forbidden 
when the agreements expire. An- 
other probable consequence is that 


Whether the | 


The reason for nixing the joint! 
CBS Associated Broadcasters plea’ 
was the technical conflict with two | 
clauses of the act. Although Ex-)} 
aminer R. H. Hyde, who recom-/} 
mended a turn-down 18 months ago, | 


objected to the financial angles, the | 


Commish did not comment on the} 


| fact that the rental fee would have 


been greatly in excess of the value of 
the actual earning power. 


in li-| 
censes, sinte the plan called for com- | 
plete replacement of equipment, | 
sweeping changes in operating poli- | 
cies, and in effect scrapping of the | 
present business. 


Provisions of the understanding 
which drew fire would give As- 


} 


| sociated Broadcasters the right to 





intervene in any proceeding involv- 
ing KSFO, to recapture the license 
and property in event CBS failed to 
live up to its obligations, and to re- 
ceive the operating permit when the 
lease expired, which would be not 
later than 1952. In toto, these are 
not in harmony with the meaning of 
Sections 309 (b) (1) and 310 (b) of 
the 1934 law, the majority asserted. 


WMAL Intimation 


Outspoken opinion backed up im- 
plications seen in a recent advisory 


lof views considered the grounds cited 


the property and much more than | were specious, particularly since the | 
F In his | statute does not require a licensee to | 


analysis, Hyde took the view that | OW" equipment which he uses. If | 
| the parties were trafficking 


Disagreeing with his colleagues, 
Thad Brown in a separate statement 


he has the necessary qualifications, | 








Ribinolf in Now York 


opinion on the transfer of control of | 
M. A. Leese Radio Corp., which owns | KOMA SOLD 
WMAL, Washington, to the Washing- | 
ton Star. On that occasion, the Com- 
mish took the position that there 
was nothing to approve since NBC IF FCC OKAYS 
is in actual control of the station by 
virtue of a five-year-old lease. The | 
Commish did stress its belief, how- | 
ever, that there was no obligation in- 
volved to renew licenses or to recog- Oklahoma City, Oct. 25. 
nize interests of the Leese estate in| Sale of station KOMA by Hearst 
the WMAL license. Radio, Inc., to J. T. Griffin, Muskogee 
Dodging responsibility for any in-| (Okla.) manufacturer and whole- 
jury that ar result, the Cinmsaiiehs ee, was confirmed last Thursday 
acknowledged it, as well as its pred-| ‘270? by William C. Gillespie, mana- 
ecessor, has placed its approval on! £¢T Of KTUL, Tulsa, who represented 
pacts with similar provisions, but | Griffin in negotiations. Griffin gos 
said subsequent experience proved : the controlling share of stock -_ 
this was erroneous. The opinion) KTUL, with KOMA Columbia's only 
added that the comment in the | ‘wo outlets in Oklahoma. 
WMAL case was a virtual announce-| Purchase price of $315,000 was 
ment that the regulators will not be | SUehtly over the $300,000 it was gen- 
bound by any guaranties given in| ¢™@lly understood a group of Ol.la- 
station leases. homa oil men had offered Hearst for 
KOMA. Plans call for the immedi- 
ate purchase of a new transmitter 
sight located north of the city and 
installation of new equipment cost- 
ing $75,000. 
Raymond Ramsey, former KOMA 
program director, has been named 
the government is not concerned nee ee to succeed Neal 
over title to the apparatus, he re- ap. hg: gh ed ree : of . 
marked. Only requirement is that | a we = hashes hrs Ar ase we 
the license-holder is in ful] contro] Ramsey’s job com Stawast Taam te - 
and assumes responsibility for OP- | new announcer : 
erations. CBS made an affirmative | ‘ 
showing that it would be responsible, ™ 
he said. 'Lester Hunt Buys Time 
To Spiel on KOL, Seattle 
Seattle, Oct. 25. 
Lester M. Hunt, political staff 
| writer for Seattle Post, has resigned 
Fully recovered from his recent to take over KOL stanza ‘The Politi- 
long peritonitis siege following anj|cal News Hunt.’ Time is being paid 
emergency appendectomy in Battle |for by Hunt. 
Creek, Mich., Dave Rubinoff arrived| Locally understood he is tied in 
in New York yesterday (Tuesday).| with American Federation of Labor. 
Maestro had been convalescing there. 
Rubinoff has no immediate plans, Lester Lindow appointed national 
but expects to be back at the helmj|sales manager for WCAE, Pitts- 
of his crew soon. ‘burgh. 














REDSKINS 


HAD A WORD 
...+ FOR IT! 


e they boiled Beans and Corn together 
and called it"'Succotash"’. Today, some Radio 
Stations put Network and Local program 
audiences together and call it “Average”. 
Call it ‘Succotash"’ or call it ‘““Average’’— 


it’s still Beans and Corn. 


e it isn't necessary to carry the meta- 
phor further. But, if you wish, you may call 
Local audiences ‘‘Corn’’—our face is not red. 
But Gentlemen, watch out for the ‘‘Succo- 
tash’’"! A Radio Station just boiled up a 


batch—here in St. Louis.’ 


HOTEL CHASE 


New York 


THOMAS PATRICK INCORPORATED 


Representative PAUL H. RAYMER CO. 
Chicago 


ST. LOUIS 


San Francisco 
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*VARIETY’S’ LONDON OFFICE, 
Martin’s Place, Trafalgar Square 


INTERNATIONAL RADIO 


Cable Address: VARIETY, LONDON 
Telephone Temple Bar 5041-5042 








America Enjoyed 


Free Speech 


On Sudeten Crisis, Says Murrow; 
Reporters Grill Felix Greene 





Edward R. Murrow, London head. 


man for CBS, was luncheoned last 


Friday at the Hotel St. Regis in New | 
Trade 


York as he arrived for a visit 
and daily press was the sounding 
board. It developed into something 
of a discussion of censorship in Eng- 
land. Two radio editors particularly, 
Ben Gross of the N. Y. News and 
Leonard Carlton of the N. Y. Post, 
kept pressing this subject. 

Passing all requests for informa- 
tion about BBC to Felix Greene, 
BBC’s New York rep. who was also 
present, Murrow stated that there 
had been absolutely no effort in Lon- 
don during the recent Sudeten crisis 
to censor, direct or _ influence 
broadcast commentaries out of Eng- 
land to the United States 
did point out that the unfavorable 


American press reaction to Cham- 
berlain’s Godesberg efforts were 
factually reported by BBC in its 


regular news bulletins. 

Felix Greene, who came to eat and 
not to hold a press interview with 
40-odd persons looking on, made a 
point of explaining the recent An-| 
thony Eden (CBS) and Winston} 
Churchill (NBC) broadcasts’ to 
America as being simply a case of | 
American radio networks taking the | 
initiative in extending invitations. | 
Since these talks were in response | 
to invitations and written for 
American consumption, Greene dep- 
recated the interpretation that the | 
failure to broadcast these talks in 
England 
‘censorship.’ Greene thought that | 
the broadcasting of various Ameri- 

















The Dark Angel 
of the Violin 


EDDIE 
SOUTH 


and His Orchestra 






Now 
PALM GARDEN 
MILWAUKEE 


& 
Management 


JOE GLASER, Inc. 


RKO Bidg., Radio City, New York 

































Murrow | 


itself had significance as | 


i} 


‘they were not also heard in 


Klauber Emphasizes 
Edward Klauber, exec v.p. of CBS, 





can commentators to England when | 
the | 
U.S.A. formed a reverse precedent. | 


also made.a point of emphasizing the | 


debt which he felt American radio | 
owed to BBC for extreme courtesies | 


and open-mindedness. CBS 
feels that under the circumstances, 
England practiced all that could be 
lasked in hands-off. 
broadcasts dealing with a crisis of 
i great delicacy went out from BBC 
|studios under American control to 
listeners in the United States. 

Another aftermath to the Czech 
crisis was last week’s introduction by 
the Communist magazine, New 
|Masses, of the question of social- 
political ‘bias’ in the commentaries. 
| This charge is one that both the net- 
works are desperately anxious to 
avoid and they have gone to con- 
siderable pains to do so. 

NeW Masses sought to tag CBS as 
‘liberal’ and NBC as ‘non-liberal.’ 
Murrow was described as ‘a man of in- 
| telligence, wide experience and lib- 
|eral views,’ a factual statement that 
took on invidious connotation when 
| hitched to the rest of the sentence, 
|*‘NBC’s agent is Max Jordan, a Ger- 


crowd | 


Dozens of | 





| manophile and—it is often said—a'! 
| Nazi sympathizer.’ 
This editorial estimate accom- 


| plished the result of pleasing neither 
|side. Its one contribution perhaps 
| was, in a small, way, to dramatize 
;just how tough in the future the 
American networks will find them- 
selves keeping clear of glib ap- 
pellations of their personnel, It re- 
called the Percy Winner case, where, 
again, the shadow of Nazidom was | 
brought in. NBC asserts that Jor- 
dan is strictly neutral. 
dealings with Germany go back to 
1929, four years before the Nazi} 
regime. 

Murrow has gone to Washington 








Poland’s Attitude 





|has been broadcasting 
NBC’s own | about tea every weekday morning 


| 


| State to visit his family and will be | that station. 
# America until Dec. 1. 





London Calling 


London, Oct. 18. 
Beatrice Lillie was on *¢renewed 
‘Monday Night at Seven’ program 
Oct. 17. 














Patricia Hilliard as Margaret op- 
posite Terence de Marney’s Gerard 


‘Give Customs Plan a Trial, 
Gist of the Canadian Trade 


Association Counsel to Members 





By MORI KRUSHEN 








in radio chapter version of ‘The 
Cloister and the Hearth.’ 

BBC to broadcast ‘Pagliacci’ from 
| the studio Nov. 25 and 29, with Ar- 


thur Carron singing Canio, 


Henry Ainley to repeat the title | 
role which he created at His Ma- | 
jesty’s when BBC puts over James} 


Elroy Flecker’s ‘Hassan’ for the third 


time during Nov. 





Broadcasting House dickering for 
John Gielgud to do a Shakespeare 
role next month. 

George Black of the Palladium 
lined up as subject of forthcoming 
number in ‘Showmen of England’ 
series: Albert de Courvile goes in 
ahead as third of these programs, 





Reginald Foort to give his fare- 
well broadcast on BBC theatre organ | 
Oct. 31. 





BBC is borrowing ‘Night Patrol’| 


from Columbia Workshop to air Oct. | of 


22. 


Denis Johnston to produce his own 
‘The Moon in the Yellow River’ 
television during the fall. 





Ken ‘Snakehips’ Johnson and his 
West Indian orchestra tipped to rep- 
resent music of the West Indies in 
that section’s exhibit at the New 
York World Fair i: the spring. 





Empire Tea Market Expansion Bu- 
reau, which since December, 1937, 
a message 


from Radio Normandy, has now ex- 
|tended its radio activities to include 
all the time signals which are radi- 
ated daily at frequent intervals from 
Contract was placed 
iwith IBC by 
S. H. Benson. 





A radio station in New. York City |ter Thompson. Intention is to report 


of foreign governments to ascertain 
policy toward the use of shortwave 
material in off-the-air recorded form 
for longwave rebroadcasting. All 
the countries are apparently delight- 
ed at the idea, but beset by red tape. 
Only England limits pick-ups to 
American networks with which it 
has regular dealings. 

Poland is gravely concerned with 
what Polish-Americans listen to. 
Currently Olgierd Langer, Polish 
Trade Commissioner, is in U. S. mak- 
ing a survey of Polish programs, etc. 
He’s former Warsaw rep for J. Wal- 


| has been canvassing the’ consulates | to Polish governnient findings that 


} 


| an ‘advisor’ be appointed to assist in 





arranging Polish-American programs 
on this side. 





Feed Kaltenborn 
Chicago, Oct. 25. 

Northwestern university’s School 
of Journalism in conjunction with 
the Sigma Delta Chi fraternity 
tossed a luncheon today (Tuesday) 
for H. V. Kaltenborn for his work 
in covering the Czechoslovakian 
rumpus. 

Columbia web tied 
gesture. 


in with the 





Al Rickey, in London, Can't Direct: 
English Music Union Protested 


| Canadian 
casters has issued a circular to mem-| 
bers showing 
duties on American transcriptions 
will not be as high as previously in-| 
with | 


for | 


radio department of | 


Oct. 25. 
of Broad- 


Montreal, 
Association 


that the increased 


dicated. Where a program 
two duplicates was previously valued 
at $8 for duty 
be valued at $50 for duty 
an increase of only some 600%. But 
should the importer bring in ten 
duplicates of the same program 
then the valuation would be $66 in- 
stead of $40 previously, an increase 


of only about 65% on the previous! 


valuation. This is a supplementary 
ruling of the Customs Dept. on ad- 


| ditional duplicates. 


In the opinion of 
casters that’s still 
In the circular 


local broad- 
no bargain. 
letter to members 


| the Canadian Association of Broad- 


casters sees the transcription duty 
as primarily the problem of those 
companies engaged in the importa- 
tion and sale of transcriptions and| 
advertisers. Trade org’s letter 
includes a plea 
give the new tariff a fair trial but 
also states that if the new tariff) 
‘should seriously cripple 
then further representations 
have to be made.’ 

Dissatisfaction among broadcast- 
ers and transcription importers with 
the new Canadian Customs Depart- 
ment ruling is temporarily being 
hushed, and an attempt is being made 
to get those concerned to give the| 
new tariff aé fair trial 
squawking louder. Should the new 
tariff conclusively and seriously | 
hamper the operation of Canadian 
stations, as believed by some, it is 
likely that agitation for modification 
of the tariff may follow later. 

Industry Undefended? 

In radio circles here belief is 

widely held that the entire industry 
| should have been organized to com- 
| bat the higher tariff before it be- 
came effective. Views expressed 
| here are that the latest whack at 
radio is indicative of the impotence 
of the Canadian radio industry in 
combating unfavorable Government 
action. 

While the Canadian Association of 
Broadcasters filed a brief with the 
Customs Department opposing in- 
creased duties on transcriptions, it 
is pointed out here that these rep- 
resentations contained no adequate 
reply to the charges originally filed 
with the Canadian Customs by the 
Brydges Recording Co. in regard to 
the recording setup. It is understood 
that the Brydges complaint, drawn 
up by an attorney, asked the Ca- 
nadian Government for protection 
against American recorders and 
this action may have precipitated 
the Customs investigation. 


Still Cheaper 


will 














| 

London, Oct. 25. 
Al Rickey, who was sent over by | 
: Blackett- Sample- Hummert to con- 
| duct the music for several series of | 
recorded programs, has abandoned 
{that role and is staying to concern 
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| 


himself strictly with the shows’ pro- 
duction. 
batoning angle after the local musi- 
cians’ union had complained to the. 
Ministry of Labor. 

Rickey’s current status is that of 


assistant to A.P.U. Cruikshank, gen- | 


eral manager of Air Features, Ltd., 
a subsidiary of Air Features, Inc., 
the American production setup for 
B-S-H. Transcription series that he 
is working on are ‘Waltz Time,’ 
‘Showland Memories’ and 
Merry-Go-Round.’ 
the various drug 
prietary Agency, Ltd., on 
Radio Luxembourg or Radio Nor- 
mandie, 





Rickey at one time was the baton- 
ist of ‘Manhr#%1an Merry-Go-Round,’ 
the Dr. Lyon’s Tooth Powder 
on the NBC-red (WEAF) Sunday 
nights. 





Gracie Fields heading all-star cab- 
aret being televised specially for 
diners at Royal Photographic So- 
ciety ‘banquet Nov. 2 at the Dor- 
chester. Cast will also include Jean 
Colin, Douglas Byng and Oliver 
Wakefield, and writer J. B. Priestley 
will give his after-dinner speech 
through the visio receivers dotted 





about the tables. 


Rickey had to drop the} 


‘London | 

They will plug | 
products of Pro-| 
either | 


show | 


New duties are primarily in- 
tended as ‘protection for Canadian 
recorders against American impor- 
tation. It is claimed, however, that 
the new tariff will not aid Canadian 
recorders while hurting Canadian 
radio stations and agencies. And 


purposes it will now} 
purposes, | 


that broadcasters | 


stations | 


before | 


that’s because processing charges in 
Canada are still so high that it will 
still be cheaper to bring in Amer- 
ican transcriptions. 

But the new tariff will cut down 
on quantity of transcriptions to be 
| imported and have a 





may serious 
effect on stations in remote areas 
in Canada where live talent ig 


scarce, 


CANCELLED SERIALS 
DRAW COMPLAINTS 


Montreal, Oct, 25. 

| Discontinuation of two NBC-blue 
serial programs here without noti- 
fication brought letters of complaint 
from local listeners. 
| ‘Aussa, the Arab,’ 
and ‘Mother-in-Law’ 
sudden cancellations. 


| CFCF’s New Contracts 
| 


| 
| 





at 12 midnight, 
were the two 





a mE Oct. 25. 

Flock of new commercials si; gned 
| by station CFCF includes T. Eaton 
Co. book review with Christopher 
Ellis, leading local news commenta- 
| tor, for a period of 33 weeks. 
| Other programs over CFCF include 
recitals for Underwood-Elliott-Fish- 
er, booked by J. J. Gibbons Adver- 
tising Agency for 26 weeks: Barnacle 
| Bill, for Ogilvie Flour Mills, booked 
by J. J. Gibbons for 26 weeks, three 
times weekly, and L. O. Grothe (to- 
bacco) Amateurs for 52 weeks. 
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WLW and NBC Red 
Tues-Thurs., 7:15 P.M. EST 
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McNinch Expected to Resume Attack—Shadow of 
Congress Larger—Dailies Attentive 





Washington, Oct. 25. 

Recent FCC whoop-de-do, oc- 
casioned by the firing of Commish 
General Counsel, Hampson Gary, 
end the efforts of Chairman Mc- 
Ninch to unseat other veterans of 
the FCC via exempting their jobs 
from Civil Service, has quieted 
down. Deathiy silencc has reigned 


over the Commission for more than | 


a week, with the half-dozen indi- 
viduals who had been definitely 
mentioned for the purge still doing 
business at the same old stand. Some 
apprehension, however, that it may 


be merely a lull-before a new storm, | 


with the Chairman readying for a 
sudden attack. 

Believed that confidence was 
shaken in the purge when an unex- 
pected assault was made upon the 
McNinch house-cleaning philosophy 
by the Civil Service Commission. 


Unwelcome interest taken by the | 


newspapers in what was going on 
under the bed also said to have had 
a marked effect on the purge advo- 
cates. Breaking of the WLW ‘leak’ 
story, further mutterings over the 
WNAX case and the alert manner in 
which many of the big dailies are 
eyeing the FCC may be a further 
reason for the temporary truce... 
That Congressional investigation, 
whether by the House or by the Sen- 
ate, is another cause for deliberation. 

Known that newshawks are now 
definitely poking into the affairs of 
the Commish, with an occasional 
depe story appearing in the local pa- 
pers to prove that the press will be 
on hand for the next party. 


CHOQUETTE’S SERIAL 
FOR CANADIAN PACIFIC 


Montreal, Oct. 25. 

Canadian Pacific Railways is going 
on the air over station CBF and the 
regional French network of the 
Canadian Broadcasting Corp. with a 
dramatic serial by Robert Choquette. 
This is the first commercial to be 
sponsored by the C.P.R. since about 
1933. Last season J. Murray Gibbon, 
director of publicity and advertising 
for the C.P.R., m.c’d a_ sustaining 
program for the Corp. dealing with 
the cultural and practical contribu- 
tions of various racial groups in the 
building of the Dominion. 

New dramatic serial is entitled 
“Pension Valdare’ and is on Monday 
through Friday. Robert Choquette, 
who authors, also scripted the most 
successful dramatic serial in the his- 
tory of local broadcasting, ‘Cure de 
Village’ (Village Pastor), which was 
withdrawn under fire from clerical 
forces after four years on the air. 


WIBW’s Water Level 


Topeka, Kas., Oct. 25. 

WIBW, the Capper Publications’ 
station here, will start erecting im- 
meditaely a 445-footer. It’s be 
spotted several feet above the high- 
est flood level of the Kaw river at 
iis base. 

Nearby wifl be a modernistic 
building to house a plant capable 
of handling 5.000 watts. 
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Sait Lake City, Oct. 25. 


sales and promotion for KUTA un- 
der Frank Carman, general manager. 
Owens was a member of the KSL 
staff for four years before going to 
KYA, San Francisco. 

Will handle sports events between 
his sales chores. 


KOESSLER BOSS OF WROK 


Rockford, Oct. 25. 

| Walter Koessler is the new gen- 
|eral manager of WROK, Rockford, 
| Ill. He succeeded Lloyd Thomas, re- 
|tired. Koessler joined WROK in 
| March, 1938, as commercial manager. 





|Before that he was with WCLO, | 


| Janesville, Wisc. 


Gordon Owens at KUTA 


Gordon Owens is new director of 


BRIAN MICHIE QUIZ 
FOR BROWN & POLSON 


London, Oct. 18. 


Brian Michie nas been set by J. 
Walter Thompson agency as master 
of ceremonies for a new Brown & 
Polson Custard Powder program en- 
titled ‘The Riddle Master.’ 
ers will be asked to submit posers 
and riddles which ‘Professor Michie’ 
and his confederates will answer. 
Prizes will be awarded to listen- 
ers whose riddles are broadcast. 

Programs will be heard from 
| Luxembourg each morning. 


| Hollingbery Gets WADC 


Chicago, Oct. 25. 

George Hollingbery rep firm ap- 
pointed sales representatives for 
| WDAC, Akron. 
| Allan Simmons, station owner, and 
Ed Marshall, sales chieftain, flew 
into town in Simmons’ private air- 
winger to close deal with Holling- 
'bery. 
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Circuit for Canadian Stations 
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Sudbury Broadcaster 


Shopping in Montreal| British United Press will open a 
Montreal. Oct. 25 leased circuit in Canada Nov. 1, 


W. E. Mason, owner of station Wire will be controlled out of Win- 
_CKSO, Sudbury, Ontario, was here | nepeg where the BUP is opening an 
| oe shopping for new broad- | office. Ed E. Dowell, formerly of 
| Casting equipment. Mason, aiso pub- | 
| lisher of the Sudbury Star, plans ex- |e Vancouver, B. C. bureau, and 
‘pansion of ether? facilities in the | lately connected with the radio di- 
| Northern Ontario districts. vision of the United Press’ Pacific 
Aecompanied by Wilf J. Woodill, | Coast bureau, has been assigned to 
station manager of CKSO make the new local setup. 
- | Provincial Telephone System of 
Mikeman te Mimeographer the Provinces of Manitoba, Saska- 
Lawrence. Mass.. Oct. 25. | tachewan and Alberta will furnish a 
Charles Burke. WLAW mikeman, | teletype service to radio stations. 
is now the station’s first p.a. | Clients already set for servicing out 
Herb Brown, WLLH, Lowell-Law- | of Winnepeg are CKX, Brandon; 
rence, Mass., operator, is now WLAW |CHAB, Moose Jaw; CKCK, Regina; 
| chief engineer, replacing George R.|CJOC, Lethridge; CKCN, Calgary; 
| Luckey, who returned in that ca- |CFRN, Edmonton, and CFQC, Saska- 
| pacity to WORL, Boston. toon, 


Regina, Oct. 25. 
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him one of the 
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Former < ten 
e mo 


football referee brin WSAI 


st authentic and authoritative 
football broadcasts available in Cincinnati. His 
knowledge of golf, tennis and baseball makes 


nation’s leading sportscasters. 


His schedule of Fall football broadcasts in- 
cludes some of the nation’s biggest games. 


Consider these Facts about 


Tresler Oil, distributors for Phillips 66 Gasoline, offered 
a Cincinnati Reds windshield sticker on Red Barber's eve- 
ning sports resume and had 20,000 requests within 2 weeks. 


Knox Reeves, agency for General Mills, co-sponsors of 
the Cincinnati Reds baseball broadcasts on WSAI, re- 
cently wrote. “... I think your station did one of the best 
jobs on the recent ring promotion.” 


SAI 


Cinecinnati’s Own Station 
1330 K.C. 


en the CROWD CHEERS— 
There you'll find a WSAI mike 


Sports ... whether they’re baseball ... football... tennis... , golf 
... polo... pistol matches... marble tournaments ... trap shoots 
... soap box derbies ... or what have you... are covered thoroughly 
... completely and authentically by WSAI, Cincinnati’s Own Sta- 
tion. No Cincinnati station covers the sports scene as completely and thoroughly as 
WSAI ... that’s why sports fans of all kinds turn their dials to 1330 regularly. And 


because WSAI sports shows are listened to so avidly .,. they bring results for sponsors! 











Reguiar WSAI sports announcer, rentesnune 

all Cincinnati Reds gam chosen by Mutua 

to breadcast the world p= in 1936, by NBC 

in 1937 and 1938 as well as the All Star games 

in these years. This, plus his broadcasts of 

major football games, have put him high among 
the nation’s leading sports announcers, 


Sports on WSAI 


The Bavarian Brewing Company, so satisfied with their 
Baseball Night Cap, recently bought “Football High- 
lights”, a great new football show broadcast every Thurs- 
day, Friday and Saturday night. WSAI schedule of 
football games — one of the most complete ever offered — 
is now available for sponsorship. Consider it and the 
fact that no Cincinnati station has as complete sports 
coverage as WSAI. 
































a 





: 
t 
5 | 
| 
f 
i 
r 
i 
: 








oe 


meer 


at penn en an memes are me 





yea Aa Ran meets 


ate 
ee 
























2S SA EE A 
ee ee setae semabel 


Oe 


= 
et ne en 


ey 


Se eee 


fected rete peer 











VARIETY 


MUSIC -DANCE 


Wednesday, October 26, 1933 








On the Upbeat 





Chuck Foster and band 
into Topsy’s in L.A. Thursday 
replacing Ted Fio Rito. 


(20) 





Harry Owens and his Royal Ha- | 
waiians are at the Beverly Wilshire | 


hotel in Beverly Hills, 





Larry Clinton orchestra out 
of the International Casino, 
or before Nov. 15. Goes into 
Paramount theatre, N.Y., either the 
16th or the week following. Clinton 
doesn’t want 


pulls 


to double 


Upon leaving the Paramount the 
crew heads for the hinterlands for 
a series of one-nighters and deb 
parties, then locates at a New York 
hotel the first week in January, 

Jean Wald and her all-femme or- 
chestra out of Pittsburgh into Hotel 


Metzger, Salem, O., for indefinite 


stay. 





Henry Busse returns from Ber- 
muda this week to open tour for 
CRA. Starts at Earle theatre, Philly, 
Oct. 28, then into one-niters, 

Al Kavelin into New Penn, 
burgh, Oct. 29 for six weeks, 
ing Harry Candullo, who goes 
on flock of one-nighters, 
Joe Hiller for CRA. 





Pitts- 
replac- 
out 
Placed by 





Tony Lombardo, accordionist with 
Herman Middleman’s band; Frank 
Natale and Art Yagello have formed 
Cosmopolitan 3 and into Union Grill, 
Pittsburgh, for a stay. 





Tito’s Swingette will remain at 
the Lincoln hotel, N.Y., 


ing of Artie Shaw’s band, Oct. 28. 





Band which has been- touring un- 
der the wand of Johnny ‘Scat’ Davis, 
who’s on a p.a. tour with Wayne 
Morris, is Frank Dailey’s ‘Stop and 
Go’ crew. Unit comes into the! 
Strand, Brooklyn, Friday (28). 





Pattie Morgan, former WLAW, 
Lawrence, Mass., warbler, who left 
the station to join Artie Shaw’s 
chestra, has switched to Val Olman’s 
outfit at the Glass Hat of the Bel- 
mont Plaza, New York, 





Count Basie, Willie Smith, first sax 
in the Jimmie Lunceford crew, Jerry 
Jerome, tenor sax with Merle Pitt’s 
orch., Harry Weiss, drummer, also 
with the latter outfit, and Harry 
band, will 


get together 


moved | 


N.Y., on | 
the | 


| adise Restaurant show for 
| this week. 


(Wed.) from 6 to 6:30 p.m., for a live 
jam session on Martin Block’s Make- 
Believe-Ballroom program on 
| WNEW, N. Y. 





Jack Patterson’s Swingsters are 
Fag at the Club Morocco, Troy, 


N. Y. Peter Simonian is managing | 


the spot. 





Hugh Herbert does a cuffo appear- 
ance with Al Donahue’s orch. on a 
dance sustainer from the Rainbow 


Room, N. Y., Oct. 31. Gag is a come- 
on for the p.a. date of the band and 
Herbert at the New York Strand 


Nov. 4 


opening 


Three Starr Sisters, vocal trio, with 


Marshall Van Pool orchestra at 400 
Club, Wichita 

Gray Gordon visited New York 
during week to make new series of 


his ‘Tick Tock’ rhythm records for 
Victor Bluebird. Will open at Lin- 
coln hotel, N. Y., in February. 

Rudoif Friml, Jr., has returned to 
CRA management. 

Phil Lang recording two originals, 
‘Promenade’ and ‘Hare and Hounds,’ 
and two numbers from score of Par- 
Vocalion 


Phil Harris orc! hestra playing the 
Wilshire Bowl in L.A. 


St. L. Sy mph to Open With 
'90G in Till; Faces a Loss 


after open- | 


or- | 


St. Louis, Oct. 25. 

| The 59th consecutive season of the 
St. Louis Symph Society gets under 
way in the opera house of the Mu- 
nicipal Auditorium Friday (28) with 


| $90, 000 already obtained from a sea- | 


| son’s subscription sale. Nut for the 
season will be approximately $250,000. 
| Difference will have to be made up at 
ithe b.o. The society has never come 


performances on the two major networks from 8 a. m. tola.m. In ‘Source’ column, * denotes film song, ; legit 
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| 


| 


close to clearing the nut of any one | 


season, and indications are that it 
won’t reach its goal for 1938-39. 

| Season will consist of 18 pairs of 
concerts and three road tours. Guest 
|artists inked are Serge Rachmaninoff, 
‘Lotte Lehman, Myra Hess, Jascha 
Heifetz, Lawrence Tibbett, Maurice 
|Marechal, Artur Rubinstein, 
| Reining, - Boris Golschmann, 
Stravinsky and the Ballet Russe. 
| Vladimir Golschmann, 
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IRVING BERLIN, Inc 








HARRY LINK, Gen. Prof. Mgr. 


, 799 Seventh Ave. N. Y. 











Maria | 
Igor | 


brother of | hief” 
Edison, trumpeter with Count Basie’s | Boris, will baton for his eighth con- | “© 


tonight secutive season. 


BU INIA EA 


Three IRVING BERLIN Hits 
From RKO’s Musical Production, “Carefree” 
Starring Fred Astaire and Ginger Rogers 


THE NIGHT IS FILLED WITH MUSIC 
CHANGE PARTNERS 
| USED TO BE COLOR BLIND 


Now Ready—The Country’s Next No. 1 Ballad 


HAVE YOU FORGOTTEN 
SO SOON? 


Ready Soon, Nick and Chas. Kenny’s Greatest Ballad 


IT’S A LONELY TRAIL 


| music department after an interval 


—————__. 


2 


Network Plugs, 8 A.M. to 1 A.M. 


Following is a totalization of the combined gs, of current tunes on NBC (WEAF and WJZ), and CBS 


(WABC) computed for the week from Monday through Sunday (Oct. 17-23). 


Music Notes 





Steve Pasternacki scoring 
Frontiersman’ at. Paramount. 





Paramount bought three tunes, 


‘Lullaby of the Herd,’ ‘Lazy Rolls 
the Rio Grande’ and ‘Hi Thar 
Stranger,” from Phil Ohman and 


Foster Carling. 





Mack Gordox and Harry Revel 
wrote ‘Are You In the Mood For Mis- 
for ‘Tailspin’ at 20th-Fox. 





Arthur Lange back in Metro’s 


at 20th-Fox. 





Chet Forrest and Bob Wright 
cleffed ‘When You’re In Love’ for 


Metro’s ‘Katherine the Last.’ 





Mills is publishing three songs by 
Johnny Lang and Lew Porter. Dit- 
ties are ‘The Masked Phantom,’ ‘A 
Rip-Snortin’ Two-Gun Gal’ and 
‘Prairie Rose.’ 





Dr. William Axt is doing the mus- 
ical score for Metro’s ‘A New York 
Cinderella.’ 





802’s Dance Nov. 15 


Local 802 of the AFM runs its sec- 
ond annual dance for the benefit of 
the musicians medical fund at the 
Manhattan Opera House, N. Y., Nov. 
15. So far some 20 bands are listed 
to appear, 

Among them are Benny Goodman, 
Tommy Dorsey, Kay Kyser, Jimmy 
Lunceford, Count Basie, Sammy 
Kaye, Guy Lombardo. 





TOMMY DORSEY’S OFFICE 


Tommy Dorsey will open an office 
in N. Y. sometime next month to 
centralize his behind-the-scenes af- 
fairs. Space will consolidate Dor- 


sey’s arranging staff, music library, 
autograph mailing, etc. 

Larry Clinton recently leased space 
in a Broadway bldg. for the same 





purpose. 


‘The | 


Total represents accumulated 


ry eee," pts eee | 





- Inside Stuf'—Music 


Various competitors are getting a laugh out of the situation which finds 


six publishers holding the bag for 


a band leader who borrowed sums 


| ranging from $300 to $1,000 from them so that he could remodel a night 
| spot which he owns just outside of New York. The loaners had figured 


that the debtor-batonist would remain at the stand for the season, 


but 


after two weeks of bad business he booked in another band and went on 


a tour of one-nighters. 


Professional manager of one publishing firm not 


| only got him $500 but endorsed a note for $1,000. 


Cab Calloway’s Hepster’s 


New edition will contain twice the 
out as a press stunt last spring. 


Four new Rodgers and Hart tunes 


program over CBS. 


Dictionary, 
language, has been rewritten and elaborated upon for second publishing 
next week and will be offered to the public library of New York 


glossary of Harlemese and swing 


amount of terms as in original passed 


It will also explain grammatics of terms, 
whether or not they are verbs or nouns, plus example usages in sentences, 





from the forthcoming George Abbott 


legit production, ‘The Boys From Syracuse,’ will be given their first publie 
performance tonight (Wednesday) by Paul Whiteman on his Chesterfield 





Donald Bryan, first trumpet in Fred Waring’s orchestra for nearly six 
years, is now second trumpet in NBC Symphony under Arturo Toscanini, 





Philly’s Opera 
Philadelphia, Oct. 25. 
New opera company, ‘of, by and 
for Philadelphians,’ was launched 


here last Thursday (20). Cast, from 
stars to chorus, will be limited to 
warblers either living or studying 
here. Group will be known as 
Philadelphia Opera Co., and will be 
under musical direction of Sylvan 
Levin, occasional conductor of the 
Philadelphia Orchestra at Robin 
Hood Dell. C. David Hocker is exec 
director. He’s board chairman of 
Philly Orch youth concerts. Two 
operas will be presented this season, 
more next, First will be ‘La Bo- 
heme.’ 

Leopold Stokowski and Eugene 
Ormandy have volunteered to serve 
as honorary directors. 





Frank Loesser and Barton Lane 
are doing songs for Bob Hope and 
Martha Raye in ‘Never Say Die’ at 
Paramount, 





Rudy Scoter sold ‘tiaunting Melo- 
dies’ to Republic. 





Billy Hill Suit Out 


Suit for $5,000 which Billy Hill’s 
wife brought against him in the 
N. Y. supreme court was dismissed 
after trial by JusticesAaron J. Levy. 
Mrs. Hill based her claim on a prom- 
issory note for services which she 
alleges was signatured by him sev- 
eral years ago. 

The Hills have been separated for 
the past two years. 














OLD SONG SUGGESTIONS 


FOR YOUR PROGRAMS 
JIMMY McHUGH’S 
“I CAN’T GIVE YOU ANY- 
THING BUT LOVE, BABY” 


MILLS MUSIC, INC. 

















— FOX TROT SONG — 
“WHAT A SWEET WAY TO 
SAY GOODNIGHT” 

Send for Your Professional Copy NOW 
Dealers Write 
ERNEST A. RORK *s SON 





2281 DeScto Sta., Memphis, Tenn. 
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Songwriters-Publishers Near Accord: 
Accrued Royalties as Trust Fund 


Songwriters Protective Association 
and the Music Publishers Protective 
Association last week reached an ac- 
cord on the general drafting of a 


new standard form of popular writ- 
ers contract. All that remains to be 
done before submitting the docu- 
ment to the respective memberships 
for ratification is the framing of con- 
ciliatory language for a few of the 
clauses. 

Writers have stood pat on their 
demands that the contract form al- 
iow but two kinds of bulk sales, 
transcription and _ synchronization 
rights. A major concession granted 
them from a legal viewpoint is the 
treatment of accrued royalties as a 
trust fund. It’s a double-barrelled 
device for protecting the writer 
against any bookkeeping or payoff 
manipulations. 

Term of this proposed contract 
form will run parallel with the 
membership agreements that the 
writers and pubs have with the 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers, and will be- 
come automatically extended to 
comply with the time clause in the 
succeeding ASCAP covenants. 


NEGRO BAND HELD IN 
SEIZURE OF REEFERS 


St. Louis, Oct. 25. 








Members of a five-piece Negro 
band, playing in the New Glenmore | 
Club, a South Street St. Louis! 
nitery, were arrested last week as | 
suspects in the sale of marijuana | 
cigarets. A bunch of the forbidden | 
smokes had been seized. In 


and in a room of Patrick Reeves, 
24, pianist and leader, a dozen more. 

According to police, Reeves ad- 
mitted being an addict for six years 
and gave, but did not sell, the cig- 
gies to friends. He said he bought 
the marijuana weed several months 
ago from a man working with a 
carnival in South St. Louis. Besides 
Reeves, the gendarmes grabbed Levi 
Madison, 22; John W. Lipscomb, 23; 
Archie Boyd, 21, and Lee H. 
Jones, 30. 








3 Pubs Given Writs 
Vs. Song Bootleggers 


Judgments for song infringements 
were awarded Donaldson, Douglas & 
Gumble, Inc., Schuster & Miller and 
Southern Music Publishing Co., Inc., 
Saturday (22) by N.Y. Federal Judge 
John M. Woolsey against the United 
Magazine Supply Co., Inc. 

The court granted an injunction 
against United to restrain bootleg- 
ging the plaintiffs’ songs and di- 
rected the defendant to pay $250 for 
each infringement of the five songs, 
‘On a Coconut Island,’ ‘Love Marches 
On,’ ‘I Want the Whole World to 
Love You,’ “The Stars Weep’ and ‘If 
We Never Meet Again.’ 


Songwriter-Politician 


Shreveport Oct. 25. 

J. H. (Jimmie) Davis, 37-year-old 
songwriter, hillbilly yedeler and 
leader of his own orchestra, who 
managed to make more than 80 
pressings for Decca during his long 
tenure as clerk in criminal section 
of the City Court, won the nomina- 
tion for Commissioner of Public 
Safety over the present incumbeni, 
in a razzle-dazzle campaign which 
cajoled most of the voters by a red 
hot swing band. 

_Nomination on the Democratic 
ticket is tantamount to election here. 














Reis Off Exclusive Staff 
Herb Re‘s out of professional de- 
Partment of Exclusive and dickering 
for spot with Robbins. 
Charlie Gordon replaces him at 
Exclusive. Started Oct. 24. 


| 
| 





Bregman Marrying 





Jack Bregman, president of Breg- 
man, Vocco & Conn, will marry 
Muriel Ostrove, of Brooklyn, this 
Saturday (29). Miss Ostrove was 
Bregman’s secretary when he was 
with Robbins Music, and shifted 
with him to BVC. 

Marriage will take place in Elk- 
hart, Ind. 


‘Old Army Team’ 
Must Stick To 
Original Lyrics 


Col. Edmund L. Gruber, U:S.A., 
composer of ‘On Brave Old Army 
Team,’ has banned the use of any 
variation from the song’s original 
lyrics. Colonel acted through the 
number’s publisher, Shapiro, Bern- 
stein & Co., after the Field Artil- 
lery Association had complained to 
him that the song was being par- 
odied in football and other broad- 
casts. As far as the colonel is con- 
cerned radio will have to restrict it- 
self to the lyrics as written originally 
or lay off the number altogether. 

Snag growing out of this taboo de- 
veloped last week when the Girl 
Scouts of America agreed to make a 
transcription of the organization’s 
version of the song for a D. Van 








a| Ackers who is over here from France 
trumpet case police found 26 ciggies | 


collecting a series of recordings on 
American industry, life and habits 
for the French government. CBS, 
which is underwriting these record- 
ings, advised the Girl Scouts of Col. 
Gruber’s ban. 
was still trying yesterday (Tuesday) 
to prevail upon the army officer to 
make an exception of this particular 
case. 





Unionists Won’t March 
With Amateur Tooters 


Rochester, N. Y., Oct. 25. 

Practically all union bandsmen in 
the city lost a night’s work when 
Rochester Musicians Union refused 
to let union bands march in Dewey 
political parade with non-union out- 
fits. Ward and town groups had 
hired all available union bands and 
then pressed into service volunteer 


fits. These furnished plenty of 
noise for the Republican shindig 
when the union ultimatum came at 
last minute. 


This is not first time union has 
sacrificed coin for principle. Peren- 
nial clash with University of Roch- 
ester students still holds barring all 
union bands from the campus be- 
cause studes use non-union musi- 
cians for occasional frat hops. 





ENGLISH INVASION ON 


Reg Connelly and John Abbott 
Arrived in N.Y. Last Week 
Annual invasion of British pub- 
lishers has begun. Reg Connolly, of 
Cinephonic Music, Ltd. and John 
Abbott, of Francis, Day & Hunter, 
arrived last week, while Louis 
Dreyfus, of Chappell & Co.’s London 

setup, had just preceded them. 
Others of the same London clan 
are expected over within the next 
few weeks. Once word gets around 
in England’s version of Tin Pan Al- 
ley that a couple of publishers have 
hopped a boat for the United States 
there’s a rush to book passage. 








Jack Mills left last Saturday (22) 
for a 10-day swing of the Pitts- 
burgh, Cleveland and Chicago offices 





of Mills Music, Inc. 


A Girl Scout official | 


firemen, Legion and amateur out- | 


COCIETY MUST 








Foreign Relations Committee 
Unable to Do Anything 

| About Writers Formerly 
in Austrian Performing 
Rights Organization 





NOW IN U.S.A. 


Foreign Relations Committee of 
the American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers last week 
ruled that there was nothing it could 
do about the composer refugees from 
Austria on the ground that the prob- 
lem came solely within the jurisdic- 
tion of either the ASCAP board or 
the ASCAP membership. Question 
which the committee had been asked 


to answer was whether it would be 
| proper for ASCAP to enroll mem- 
| bers of the Austrian Performing 
| Rights Society (AKM’) who have 
taken out their first citizenship 
papers in this country. 

Committee pointed out that it was 
|}only concerned with the _ con- 
| tract relationships existing between 
| ASCAP and other performing rights 
| societies and that it had no author- 
| ity to act on the matter of contract 
| relationship between such perform- 
| ing rights groups and their members. 
; It was suggested that before either 
| the ASCAP board or ASCAP mem- 
| bership could act on the emigre sit- 
uation the organization would first 
have to settle the legal point as to 
whether ASCAP had the right to 
take in a composer still bound by 
contract to the Austrian Society 
| without the latter’s permission. 

Refugee writers involved are 
barred by the Nazi government from 
sharing in AKM’s proceeds. Some of 
these writers have obtained writing 
contracts in this country or as free- 
lances are having their works pub- 
lished by American concerns, but as 
long as they are outside of ASCAP 
they are prevented from collecting 
anything on the performing rights to 
such compositions. 

The Austrian society refuses to 
cancel its contracts with non-‘Aryan’ 
songwriters, yet also refuses to pay 
them their share of income. Some 
have been ironically told that they 
are being given a ‘paper credit’ in 
Vienna—but no cash. 


ATLANTA MCA OFFICE 
SETS FLOCK 0’ BANDS 


Atlanta, Oct. 25. 





| 











| 


Office of Music Corporation of | 


| America under George Walker 
| booked Dave Burnside, now at Ho- 
‘tel Ansley Rathskeller here, into 
Tutwiler Hotel, Birmingham, open- 
ing Oct. 29. Bernie Collins, now at 
Tutwiler, will move into Burnside’s 
present spot at Ansley. 

Pall Mall Boys opened at Jeff 
Davis Hotel, Montgomery, Ala., and 
Eddie Mae Browne and John Nelson 
are spotted at Savannah Hotel in 
Savannah. Gentlemen of Rhythm 





leans. 

MCA also expects to open new 
/room shortly in Andrew Jackson 
| Hotel, Nashville. Versatillians are 
| now playing Thomas Jefferson Hotel, 


| Birmingham, while G+-~ge Hall, 
| with Dolly Dawn, #.: completed | 
tour and now at ee Hotel, 
Memphis. 

Piccolo Petee is at iw Cabin 


Lodge, at Conley, just out:ide At- 
lanta, and Men of Note will open 
Oct. 29 at Capital City Club for in- 
definite engagement. 

In addition, MCA has contracts 
for rest of Georgia Tech dances; 
which include Jimmie Livingstone, 
Nov. 5; Billy Barnes, Nov. 11 and 
12.. Contract has also been closed 
with Inter-Fraternity Council for 
their first dances, furnishing Bob 
Sylvester. 
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IDE ASCAP 





are at St. Charles Hotel, New Or- | 





Rap Coin Machines 


Louisville, Oct. 25. 

Proposed $25 a year tax on coin 
operated phonographs and pinball 
machines was given a_ hearing 
Wednesday (19) by the Board of Al- 
| dermen. Attorneys representing city 
| coin machine operators made plea 
| that the Sunday closing law, which 
| went into effect last spring, has had 
|an adverse affect on pinball ma- 
| chines and phonos. They brought in 
| testimony showing that merchants 
| depend heavily on the machines. 
| Delegates from Musicians Local 

o. 1l, A. F. of M., protested the 
| proposed tax was too low, stating 
that approximately 900 places per- 
mitted dancing to the music of coin- 
operated phonographs, and took biz 
away from dance halls which em- 
| ploy live musicians. 
| Committee studying the problem 
| will report at the next meeting of 
the Board of Aldermen. 


‘C10 Applies For 
Authority Over 











Petition for recognition as bar- 
gaining agent for the employees of 
Decea Records, Inc., of N. Y., has 
been brought before the National 
Labor Relations Board by the United 
Electrical Radio & Machine Workers 
| Union, a CIO outfit. Case is sched- 
|}uled for a hearing in mid-Novem- 
ber. 

Union, which is seeking a contract 
covering a closed shop, 40-hour week 
and time and a half for overtime, 
has appealed to the Board on the 
ground that the company has re- 
fused to negotiate. Board has in- 
structed the union to submit proof 
that it represents a majority of 
Decca employees. Decca officials 
claim they will not bargain with 
the union until it is certified by the 
Board. They assert it represents 
only a handful of their employees. 
They also charge attempted coercion 
and intimidation. 

A ‘stoppage’ was attempted at the 
Decca plant last week as a ‘demon- 
stration of union strength.’ Both 
sides claimed satisfaction with the 
result. According to union officials, 
| they are anxious to avoid a strike, 
| but will take such action if neces- 
| Sary. 








Decca’s Staff | 


Joe Morris Catalog to Famous 
ACT ON ISSif ‘If and When Sigs and Check Pass 





j 
| 


| 


Lou Diamond, head of the Famous 
and Paramount Music Corp., and Joe 
Morris and Archie Fletcher, owners 
of the Joe Morris Music Co., have 
agreed On a purchase price, $75,000, 
for the latter catalog. Diamond had 
an accountant going over the Morris 
firm’s books yesterday (Tuesday), 
but neither a contract has been sig- 
natured nor a check issued. Para- 
mount’s lawyers have yet to consider 
the Morris stipulations. Fletcher 
declared yesterday that as far as he 
is concerned the matter is still in the 
process of negotiation. 

It is Diamond’s idea to merge the 
Morris catalog in the Paramount Mu- 
sic Corp. with a view to making the 
latter’s catalog as strong in standard 
number value as that of Famous 
Music. Morris has between 500 and 
600 copyrights, including such songs 
as ‘Melancholy Baby,’ ‘Memphis 
Blues,’ Goldman’s ‘On the Square’ 
march, ‘Carolina Moon,’ ‘Somebody 
Loves You,’ ‘Beach. of Bali Bali,’ ‘It 
Looks Like Rain in Cherry Blossom 
Lane,’ ‘Little Street Where Old 
Friends Meet,’ ‘Gypsy Tea Room,’ 
‘On Treasure Island,’ ‘Valley of the 
Moon,’ ‘When the Organ Played O 
Promise Me’ and ‘The Old Gray 
Mare.’ 

Diamond hopes to make the take- 
over effective Nov. 1. Since the 
Morris Co. maintains no out-of-town 
offices, Diamond states that he will 
not have to make any personnel 
changes in that direction. 

Group previous to Paramount that 
negotiated for tke Morris cataleg 
was composed of Jack Bregman, 
Rocco Voeco and Chester Conn, but 
nothing came of it when Morris 
and Fletcher insisted on spot cash 
and declined to include any indem- 
nifying clauses in the contract. 


IT’S HERBIE (0) KAY 
AT PAULEY’S CASINO 


Lincoln, Oct. 25. 
Herbie Kay, his 10th time in these 
parts, garnered $1,200 gate at R. H. 
Pauley’s Turnpike Casino. 

Helping to build for the gate was 
Kay’s appearance as guest conductor 
of the University of Nebraska band 
during the halftime wait of the Ne- 
braska-Indiana game, wherein he 
bowed to 35,000 people. This estab- 
lishes Kay as the repeating pheno- 
menon here, because no other named 
band has ever been able to come as 
often and climb in dollar value to the 
dance promoter as he has. 
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The Gale, Al Wilde Project Reform 
Movement Aimed to Stabilize Dance 
Biz Against Pressure and Chiz 


Tim Gale and Al Wilde are head- 
ing a move to organize a group of 
one nite dance promoters into a co- 
operative buying body. Aim is to 
eliminate, through weight of buying 
power, block booking, competitive 
bidding, unreliable dates, etc., and 
generally serve as a mutual proiec- 
tive arrangement between band and 
buyer. 

Servicing body would in no wise be 
a booking office, but act, instead, as 
overseer to arrange purchases direct 
at booking offices. It would also help 
avoid excess traveling by bands via 
more carefully laid out itineraries 
while plaving ‘circuit.’ Only one pro- 
moter per area would be acceptable 
under the plan. 

Buying method would permit lesser 
coin outlays for music for each mem- 
ber of the chain. Figured they could 
dictate to band peddlers and thus re- 
verse the procedure. There will be 
no‘attempt to limit earning capacities 
of bands. Just a system for curtail- 
ing ‘prohibitive prices.’ 

Stability 

By a system of bonding all bands 
would be insured of payoffs. Thuught 
is that bookers and road salesmen 
don’t care about band as long as they 





P. S.—Please Mail 


Arthur Johnson, the song 
writer, has a phobia about 
height and cannot go beyond 


the fifth floor without an un- 
pleasant reaction. For that rea- 
has not called for his 
checks at the offices of the 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors and’ Publishers, which 
are located high up in the RCA 
building in Radio City. Twice 
recently he went to the build- 
ing, looked up from sidewalk 
to approximate location of the 
ASCAP suite, then went home. 
He called up prez Gene Buck 
on both occasions and said he’d 
come there the next day. 


son he 











CHICK WEBB INTO 
PARK CENTRAL JAN. 25 


Chick Webb goes into the Park 
Central hotel’s (N. Y.) Cocoanut 
Grove, Jan. 25 for $2,000 weekly 


plus 50-50 split on cover charges. 
First time spot has gone for a col- 








get their respective commissions out 
of deposit money. Buying service 
would protect band to extent of 
checking all dancery ownerships to 
establish identity of promoter as legit 
and not just a phoney name front for 
a regular chiseler. 
of this was when a dance was held 
in name of a blind man who fronted 
for promoter disfranchised by union 
booker. Many blacklisted promoters 
use this ruse. 


For promoters it would eliminate | Arthur Michaud to L. A. | ee Sr 


buying of turkey bands to get the 
good under block booking system. 


ored band and reportedly first time 
: that a nitery has split the take with 
an orchestra. 

| ‘Deal is for 12 weeks with options 
| and starts after a three-day closing 
| down of room to permit redressing. 


Eisler Composes Score 
For Oil’s Puppet Film 


Hanns Eisler, German composer 
now making his home in the U. S., 
has composed the score for the pe- 
troleum industry’s puppet film which 
will be shown at the New York 
| World's Fair of 1939. It’s his first 
| work in this country. 
| Eisler is a member of the New 
‘School of Social Research, N. Y., 
faculty. 


FREDERICK BROS. 
INVADE NEW YORK 


Frederick Bros.: Music Corp. of 
Kansas City and Cleveland, is add- 
ing eastern offices, opening next | 
month in New York. 

William Frederick will be in 
charge, with Norman Flewwellin of 
| Eastern Orchestra Service, Bridge- | 
| port, coming in to right-hand. 

Flewwellin is 
| agency, which booked locations and 
|}one-niters through New England 


|and New York state. | 


MORE BILLING SQUABBLES | 


| 
| 














Jan Savit! Has Lawyer Write te Lee 
Shelley 





Recurrence of arguments between 
bandleaders claiming prior rights to | 
tag lines and styles is seen with 


| 


————al 





15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 


ee 





*Change Partners ...... 


*Small Fry 


Lambeth Walk 


eeeeeene *° er 


* Indicates filmusical song. 





(Week ending Oct, 22, 1938) 


cose cccenccceeccccccteccccss BOFn 
*I’'ve Got a Pocketful of Dreams............+.++++++-Santly 
PYUTTTELITTTILITTTTTITiTer i 
p06 00 606 66 6 bR Cb recbhcce be MAI 
*Alexander’s Ragtime Band ....cccccccvcccccccsceeess- ABC 
*I’ve Got a Date With a Dream.......c.cccccccccceces Feist 


*Garden of the Moon ,,....... cocecccccccvecccscocee Farms 
MEBGUED WIN MOOUL (655 bid eececedees escvcccccccescccee PAMOUS 
ee OY MO Pe eek sss tie'dct's cot SS) UNI Ws ESO edecovsece Remick 
When Mother Nature Sings Her Lullaby............ Santly 
“What Goes on Here in My Heart........cccccesevess Paramount 
TERE SEE, MOD CMON O oes cca couse caeehesaseeeciaiial Chappell 
FR MOS 5 eS on cnccccccctveccecesgedsnseescse ass cde 
"EAVG Ee Vee, COU WU WRe kc cc vce ac cedenseee cons Harms 
Stop Beating Around the Mulberry Bush............ Bregman 


The others are pops. 


t Indicates stage production song. 








jocnioa | Panassie, Jitterbug Oracle, in US.A.: 


He Rates ‘Em by Color and Heat 


By BERNIE WOODS 
Colored swing bands far excel 
their white contemporaries as ex- 
ponents of swing. That’s the opin- 
ion of Hughes Panassie, of Paris, 
author of the book 


‘Le Jazz Hot,’ | 


: with 





Paul Whiteman and 
debut a crew of his own, and the 
late Bix Beiderbecke were men- 
tioned, the visiting Frenchman 
smiled dreamily and said, ‘The best.’ 


soon to 


Jan Savitt and Lee Shelley in op-| Who arrived here recently to study | One of the most definite statements 


posing corners. 


Through his lawyer, | American jazz senders at first hand.| he makes is that, ‘Playing in New 


| Savitt has notified Shelley that the | This is Panassie’s first trip here and| York is one of the greatest saxo- 


j 
| 
; 


Prime instance | Band gets four networks out of spot | Teddy King went to court over 


term 
him and to stop using it or he’ll file | 
suit. 


opens. 
this squareoff but recently changed | 
his tag to ‘Busse Rhythm.’ | 


among the country’s jitterbugs, 


viduals. 


‘Shuffle Rhythm’ belongs to | though he’s comparatively unknown | phone players in the world, Sidney 
is | Bechet.’ 
Shelley goes into the Holly- | known by bandsmen and people in|} small outfit at Nick’s in Greenwich 
wood Restaurant, N. Y., when it re- | the music world for his analytical | Village, N. Y. 

Henry Busse also was in on criticisms of various bands and indi- | 


Bechet is currently with a 


Asked his opinion of sweet swing 
as best exemplified by Sammy Kaye, 


Published in French in 1934 and Kay Kyser, Blue Barron and crews 


Last year Tommy Tucker and | translated into English in 1936, his| of that style, Panassie looked blank 
‘Tick | first book on the subject was based | and members of his party smiled and 


| weekly, two on NBC-Red and two on | Tock’ rhythm, with a third outfit |on some 3,000 recordings of hot out-| looked askance at the interviewer. 


ithe Blue. 
| nights and $1 on weekends. 





| Arthur Michaud, manager of Gene 
| Krupa and Bunny Berigan, trained 


Failure to show up, late arrivals of| out of N. Y. yesterday (Tues.) for 
bands, etc., would be charged against | the coast to be on hand when Krupa | | 


the band as another protection for | goes into the Palomar, L. A., Nov. 2. | 
promoters under the plan. Additional | 


Couvert is 50c. week | horning in there also. More recent | fits. His visit here is to gather ma-| It seems to be a touchy subject with 


| was the squabble between Johnny | terial for at least five more books,|him and when pressed brought no 


| Messner at the Hotel McAlpin, N. Y., 


and George Hamilton over ‘Music | strong, beside facts for magazine and | listened to an 








| Dance Bookings 





Lang Thompson. extended at | 


While there Michaud expects to | Muehlebach hotel, Kansas City, until 


service of dope sheets on current| complete arrangements for a picture | Dec. 1. 


band grosses to gauge their worth in| shot for Krupa’s crew. Will be west | 


territories would also be inaugurated. about two and a half weeks. 














REMICK — Stiff ofbering . 


the season's 


outstanding hits | 





Stuff Smith, Howard theatre, 
| Washington, D. C., Nov. 25. 

Barney Rapp, Loew’s State, N. Y., 
| Dec. 15. 

Al Kavelin, New Penn Club, 
Pittsburgh, Oct. 29 with KDKA-NBC 
wire. 

Rudy Bundy, Gray Wolf Tavern, 
Sharon, Pa., Oct. 24. 

Zig and Zag, strollers, Commodore 
Perry hotel, Toledo, O., Nov. 1. 

Jack Gillette, Franklin Club, 
Franklin, Pa., Dec. 31. 

Rollickers, strollers, La Fountain 
Hotel, Huntington, Ind., Oct. 22. 

Gomez, loungers, Zerhow’s Cafe, 
Evansville, Ind., Oct. 24. 

Ink Spots, Hippodrome, Baltimore, 
Nov. 17. 

Mal Hallett, Meadowbrook club, 
Cedar Grove, N. J., Nov. 26, succeed- 
ing Will Osborne. 

Howard Jacobs, La Conga, 
Dec. 7 for eight weeks. 





N.Y.,, 





Detroit’s Sat. Nite Jam 
Detroit, Oct. 25. 
Newest wrinkle here is the Satur- 


get under way Nov. 5 at Masonic! 
Temple ballroom with room for 5,000 | 


one entirely devoted to Louis Arm- 


other articles. These writings 


to have 
y of the bands in ques- 


results. He claimed never 


; 4 of |tion or any sweet swing crew for 
course to be based on live hearings.| that matter. 
| 


But his manner in- 


Orally and in his book, Panassie says | fetred that he had but would rather 


Armstrong is one of the greatest mu- 
sicians living. 

‘Colored musicians possess a 
sharper inherent sense of rhythm 
which places even the lesser known 
| colored outfits on a musical par with 
}some of the bigger white bands,’ 
clarifies Panassie. He rates Jimmie 
| Lunceford, Count Basie and Duke 
Ellington on top of the current crop 
of senders. 

Panassie talks warmly of the work 
of Tommy Dorsey, Bob Crosby, Artie 
Shaw and Benny Goodman, to men- 
tion a few, and sets to rest, in his 
opinion anyhow, the controversy 
anent the respective merits of the 
latter two as clarinet virtuosos. ‘De- 
spite the fact that Goodman has lost 
some of the fire that showed a few 
years ago, he rates above Shaw.’ 

When Jackson Teagarden, now 


|} not talk about them. 


Like asking 
NBC what they think of the Phil- 
harmonic on CBS. 

Panassie’s acquaintance with the 
modern American jitterbug is lime 
ited to newsreel shots taken at vari- 
ous outdoor concerts this past sum- 
mer, However, he expresses an 
aversion to their antics. His book 
has had a fairly good circulation 
among people in the trade and out- 
side of it. Its $5 price, however, 
makes it unavailable to the drug- 
store bookstalls. 





Horace Heidt’s Brigadiers, now in 
its second week of three-week ene 
gagement at Strand theatre, N.Y, 
will resume road tour in key cities 
along Atlantic seaboard preliminary 
to Hotel Biltmore in New York next 





December. 














Announcing the New 





| FERDINAND the BULL 


From Walt Disney’s New Film, “Ferdinand the Bull” 


Song 


day Night Swing Session, which'l | Will Sweep the Country Overnight 
















ere 


REMICK 


rlie Warren, Prof Mar 


jitterbug terpers at 65c per person. 
Brainchild of Mike Falk, maestro 
who operates his own band booking 
agency, the idea is to bring in all 
available name bands for the one- 
nighters. Opening sesh will pit 
Oren Tucker’s sweet band against 
Andy Kirk’s swing aggregation. 
Sudden switch of bookings has 
removed Red Norvo and Mildred 





ing in Dec. 3. 
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And for these two successive weeks the biggest 
and quickest No. 1 song this country ever had 


““WHILE A CIGARETTE WAS BURNING”’ 


| By Nick and Chas. Kenny 


Bailey .from the Nov. 12 slot, maa | 
Duke Ellington is set definitely for 
Nov. 26 with Louis Armstrong com- 
Falk hopes to fill 
two November openings this week. 


Music Corporation, 799 Seventh Avenue, New York 
FRANK HENNIGS, Prof. Mgr. 
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B.0. IN STAGE 
RETURN 


Two of burlesque’s ace strippers, 
Gypsy Rose Lee and Ann Corio, have | 
successfully marked their stage re- | 
turns. Miss Lee, who, as Louise 
Hovick, was under contract during | 
the past year to 20th Century-Fox, is | 
currently heading .a vaudeville unit. 
Handled by the William Morris agen- 








cy, it opened at the Golden Gate | 


theatre, San Francisco, Friday (21), 
and hypoed the house’s gross to $20,- 


000. Figure topped only by Eddie | 


Cantor and Burns-Allen at this house. 
She works her way east, and may go 
into another Broadway Ziegfeld Fol- 


lies production. 


After a five-week tour of eastern 


houses latter part of last season, Miss | 
Corie took an eight-week vacation in | 


Europe. She’s currently starring 
with Izzy Hirst’s ‘Girls in Blue’ bur- 
ley unit at Werba’s, Brooklyn. It’s 
the fifth week for this road show, 
which opened in Washington, D. C., 
then went on to Baltimore, Pitts- 
burgh, Philadelphia and Newark. 
Opening night, Sunday (23), Werba’s 
sold out for first evening show. 


FIBBER McGEE OPEN 
FOR VAUDE BOOKINGS 


Chicago, Oct. 25. 

Fibber McGee and Molly (Jim and 
Molly Jordan) air show being sub- 
mitted for vaude throughout the 
country. Will carry complete radio 
show, 
warble and Billy Mills’ orchestra. 

Expect some 12 weeks, from Kan- 
sas City into Boston and other east- 
ern spots. 


Globe, Bridgeport, 








Returns to Vaude came 





Globe theatre, Bridgeport, operated | 
by Loew-Poli, resumes 
vaudeville Nov. 13 as trial 
toward expansion. 
name acts policy will prevail, as last 
year. 


House plays Sundays only for 
starter, with Henry Armetta being 
dickered for as_ ice-breaker by 
bookers Al and Belle Dow. 





Lloyds Again Take 


| 
Over Detroit Nitery| 


Detroit, Oct. 25. 
Following six-month absence, the 


including Donald Novis as'| 


one-day | 
basis | when 


Mame bands and | three agents, meanwhile, are out on |York from London around Nov. 5 


LAST BURLEY HOLDOUT 
IN N.Y. SOUGHT BY BAA 


Only one burlesque house in New 
York, the Republic, remains to be 
signed to a Burlesque Artists Assn. 
contract after three weeks of reor- 
ganizing activities of the group. 
Gaiety was the first to sign for one 
year, effective Oct. 7. Following that, 
the reopened People’s inked a 12- 
month contract, effective Oct. 20. 
Star, Brooklyn, accord is operative 
Nov. 1. Eltinge’s tentative agreement 
needs ironing of minor difficulties 
before becoming effective Friday 
(28). Republic’s operator, Joe Wein- 








Ark. Endorsement 


Jonesboro, Ark., Oct. 25. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

Folks here in Jonesboro, Ar- 
kansaw, want you to take good 
care of our boy, Carl ‘Deacon’ 
Moore, who has gone to the big 
city to open at your Village 
Barn on Monday Night, Oct. 24. 
Deacon isn’t up in city ways 
and you can help him a heap. 
Arkansaw folks are mighty 
proud of Deke and his music 
makers. 

H. J. Bosler, Mayor, 
City of Jonesboro. 

















stock, is holding out for a two-year | 


agreement, which the BAA refuses 
to grant. 

People’s theatre, on the Bowery, 
formerly operated by Tony Miccio, 
who once also operated that and the 
|Irving Place, is now being run by 
|Miccio’s son. Backing is said to have 
come from the latter’s wife, Babe 
Cummins, a former performer. 


Weinstock, incidentally, comes up | 


for trial today (Wednesday) on 
|forgery charge preferred by his son, 
| Harry Weinstock. Latier operates 
the City Hall theatre, a downtown 
picture house. Elder Weinstock is 
out on bail. 


‘Alton, Ciarke to Join 
‘H’wood Doubles’ in Philly 


Pearl Alton and Charley Clarke 
arrive from the Coast this week to 
join the ‘Hollywood Doubles’ show 
opening at Fays, Philadelphia, Nov. 
4. Others of the cast arrived from 
England last week, 

Troupe will work to the Coast. 








Booker Guilty in Kid 


Labor Act Violation 
Detroit, Oct. 25. 


Pleading guilty to booking femme 
dancer, 13, into local _niteries, 
Charles Burns, of the Michigan 


Vaudeville Co., will be sentenced 


Two other agents charged with the 
offense by the state labor 
| board, Harold Browe, Amusement 
Booking Co., and Leo Curtiss, Cur- 
tiss Booking Co., pleaded not guilty 
arraigned last week. All 


| $500 bail each. 

| Charges grew out of reports by 
| Stella McLeod, state investigator, 
| who testified the juve terper had 
| danced in local niteries for months. 
| She pointed out that agencies were 
required to have birth certificates if 


talent’s age was doubted. 


Philly’s Horatio Aiger 


Philadelphia, Oct. 25. 











M. B. Lloyds, Sr. and Jr., have again | 


taken over the Oasis nitery here, 
which they founded several years 
ago. 

Under new policy, spot presents 
two floor shows nightly, highlighting 
Gonzalez and Sterbenz, dance duo; 
Mona Martin, vocalist; 
King, blues piper, with Lillian May’s 
Musketeers providing music. 


Quick rise has 
|\Charles Smith, 22. Couple weeks 
jago he was a busboy at Jack 
| Lynch’s nitery here. Lynch heard 
him singing on the job and had him 
| get in front of a mike. 

Last week he went into the show 


|is getting three air shots a week 
| from the spot with the band. 




















Friday (28) for violating state chil-| 
| dren’s employment act. 


been made by | 


AFA REACH 
ACCORD 


Philadelphia, Oct. 25. 

Following affiliation of the United 
Entertainers’ Assn. 
American Federation of Actors sev- 
eral weeks ago, a concerted AFA 
drive is being made on all niteries 
for closed shops. First closed shop 
contract was signed over the week- 
end with the Open Door Cafe, op- 
erated by Joseph Siomoni. Mini- 


here with the 


singles, about $2 above what was be- 


ing received. About half-a-dozen 
other spots are being negotiated with 
and are expected to ink termers be- 
fore the end of the week. 


AFA local now has 245 members 
on its books. Mass meeting to push 
drive will be held tomorrow (Wed- 
nesday). Dues and initiation fees go 
up for all those not members by 
Nov. 1. Present scale is $5 initiation 
and $1 a month dues. New rate is 
$10 initiation and $4.50 per quarter 
dues. 








| 


| TO EYE ACTS FOR ENG. 





George Black will arrive in New 


| to join Harry Foster, currently seek- | dancers are giving lessons there, and | 
ing acts for the London Palladium’s | 


‘Crazy Show’ for next season. Foster 
came in couple of weeks ago. Black, 
just out of hospital after a minor 
operation, sails Oct. 29. 

Likely that Black will only stay 
about a week, seeing N. Y. shows and 
niteries. Foster will remain for an- 
other month. He has many acts set 
but names cannot be divulged until 
contracts are signed. 





Incendiary Sought In 
$20,000 Mich. Fires 


Rochester, Mich., Oct. 25. 
Incendiarism is blamed by state 





last week. 


Nitery’s loss placed at $5,000 and 
| $15,000 for the state park. Because 
| of fires in other areas, police believe 
| the blaze of incendiary origin. 


| 
—“Hilbilly Units, Tour 


} Cincinnati, Oct. 25. 


| The units of the Boone County 
Jamboree show, which broadcasts 
from Emery auditorium on Friday 
| nights, took to the road last week for 
personals in WLW territory. Pa and 
Ma McCormick and the Brown 
County Revelers head one troupe, 











|at the Lash High School in Zanes- 
| ville, O. In support are Charlie 
| (Dameron) Wayne, vocal m.c.; Helen 
Diller, Canadian cowgirl; Lafe Hark- 
ness, harmonica: Lazy Jim Day, 





| Ralph Woods and his Southern Stars, | 


Date was sponsored by the school’s 
| Rooters club. 

Second outfit played its first date 
at the Coliseum in Richmond, Ind., 
Saturday (22), under auspices of the 
|Y. M. C. A. Men’s club. It is topped 
|by the Drifting Piooners orch and 
Judy Dell, vocal. 

‘ Bookings are handled by George 
C. Biggar, WLW-WSAI rural pro- 
gram supervisor. 


i Ky. 


PHILLY NITERY, 


BLACK DUE IN NLY. NOV. 5 


| police for series of fires which de- | 


adelyn ‘ tenor’ | stroyed the Avon nitery and a pavil- 
” ve | 00, sue Seeeaine) young NEE aS lon at Bloomer State Park near here | 


which filled a two-day engagement | 


His field man is) 
Jack Bell, lately of WCMI, Ashland, 


Conventions Boost Night Club Biz @ 
In Cleveland, While Vaude Slumps 





Cleveland, Oct. 25. 


Despite slump in vaude houses and 
dancehalls in this territory, niteries 
are catching their biggest crowds in 
three years. Heavy schedule of con- 
ventions is the hypo. 

Reopening of Golden Glow by 
Philomena Renello, with strippers, is 
giving burg another new spot. 
Elmer Waxman also came out of re- 
tirement to baptize his Ubangi Club, 





den of the same name. Lotus Gar- 
dens expected to be opened before 
Christmas by Joe Becker, Buffalo 
operator and former manager of 
Eddie Payton’s Pittsburgh. 

Lenny and Daffy 
femme impersonators at the Chateau 
| after Art West leaves next week. 
substituting larger-sized gal shows. 
With the fold of Cedar Gardens, due 
reportedly to mismanagement and 
poor location, Jack Hech’s Cedar 
Gardens has become the top Harlem 
| club with 30 colored acts in revue, 
| topped by Zeta and Sherman N. Dud- 
| ley. 
| Freddie Meyer’s cafe, getting the 
| prize downtown play from conven- 
| tioneers, is building up its unit with 
| the Keller Sisters, inked in for four 
| weeks. It’s the local nitery bow. 





Eddie Brandt’s Orchestra, from the | 


| Neil House, Columbus, carne in Mon- 
| day (24) at Hotel Hollenden’s Vogue 
| Room to succeed Sammy Watkins, 


| Statler Hotel signed Pollard and 
Martin, two of Arthur Murray’s 
‘Champagne Hour’ dancers, to a 
year’s contract in Vogue Room. 





Philly’s Expansion 
Philadelphia, Oct. 25. 


will put in orchestras and shows, 
despite local nitery biz drop of 20% 
over last year. Crystal room at the 
Ritz will be converted into the ‘Club 
Merry-Go-Round,’ and circus atmos- 
phere will be provided. Johnny 
|Creighton, composer and stick-swish- 
| er, will handle it. He'll use his own 
band and provide the show. Spot 
| will be open only Friday and Satur- 
| day nights. 

| Bellevue-Stratford, in its Burgun- 
idy room, is departing from precedent 
by providing entertainment other 
|than an orchestra. Arthur Murray 








Cliff Hall is thumping a tiny piano. 
Frank Juele’s orchestra is providing 


up the lull music. 

Name band policy, under consid- 
eration at the Benjamin Franklin, 
has been abandoned. Instead, Roy 
Comfort’s Crusaders have been in- 
stalled. They play dinner music 
nightly from 6:30 to 9 and are aug- 
mented for supper dancing Friday 
and Saturday nights. 

Hotel Philadelphian, West Philly, 
whose nitery was shuttered last sea- 
son, has reopened the spot. It will 
be managed by Bud Crawford, who 
also manages the hotel. Joe Fraset- 
to’s orch, which went from ‘the Phil- 





patterned after the former New York | 


are dropping | 


Ritz-Carlton Hotel on Friday (29) | 


dance tunes, while ar arty trio dishes | 


adelphian to the Adelphi last year, 
returns to the Philadelphian. 

Herb’s 1412 Club shuttered last 
week after a three-month existence. 
Herbie Frank, who managed it, has 
transferred to the 1214 Club, which 
hz; given up the sepia policy it 
adopted at the beginning of the sea- 
ison. It is back to the ofays. 








New York Shifts 
Reopening of the refurbished Hol- 
|lywood Restaurant, New York, sched- 
| uled for tomorrow night (Thursday), 
has been deferred for another two 
| weeks at least. Setback caused by 
|refusal of N. Y. building inspectors 
to okay certain structural changes in 
| the spot. 
| Report that Lee Shelley’s orches- 
| tra, which had been named as one of 
| the three crews going in was out fol- 
|lowing a squabble, has been denied 
|by officials. Band closed at Mur- 
ray’s, Tuckahoe, N. Y., Monday (24). 
| After a 10-month shutdown (via 
77B), the Hollywood wili be again 
under Joe Moss’ supervision, with 
a Bobby Sanford revue, ‘Holly- 
wood Revels of 1939.’ Elinore Troy, 
|Rob Russell, Pepper January, Hal 
and Honey Abbott, Baby Alyce, 
Collegiate sextet comprise the show. 
Lee Shelley’s ban’ and a rhumba 
combo round it out. 

Jack White, impresario of the long 
established Club 18, becomes the sole 


mum wage set is $30 a week for| who’s touring DeWitt hotel chain.| swing lane entrepreneur to simul- 


| taneously operate two spots adjacent 
to each other on 52d street and thus 
|; compete against himself. Labeled 
‘the Club 20, Frances Faye shuttles 
| over from the Casa Manana to head- 
| line the preem on Nov. 7. 

| Quiz fad, rampant on the air, in- 
| vaded the nitery field for the first 
time Sunday night (23) when Marion 
| Cooley, mistress of ceremonies at 
| N. Y.’s Hotel Pierre Neptune Room, 
|introduced ‘Cafe Society Quiz." 
| Knotty questions were tossed at the 
| audience and prizes awarded for the 
| best answers. 





Detroit, Oct. 25. 

| Fred Ireland, former manager of 
| the United Detroit chain’s Riviera 
| theatre, will manage the Club Fron- 
| tenac, which opens this week. 

| Ireland, while piloting the Riviera 
| several years ago, also managed for 
|a time a night spot across the street. 





‘WEBER INSISTS ORCH 
ACTS JOIN THE AFA 


Chicago, Oct. 25. 
All singers and performers work- 
ing directly with an orchestra must 
be members of the American. Feder- 
ation of Actors, according to an 
order sent out by Joe Weber, presi- 
dent of the American Federation of 





AFM. 

It marks a step by the musicians’ 
unions to cooperate with the AFA as 
a co-affiliate in the American Fed- 
eration of Labor. 








————$—$$—$—$$$$—— 








‘MULCAY 


Featuring the Only 


“GIRL RHAPSODIST 


OF 


THE 


HARMONICA” 


IN 


CONCLUDING SIX SUCCESSFUL WEEKS 


THE 


EMPIRE ROOM 
THE PALMER HOUSE 


CHICAGO 


Rep.: East—BILL MILLER 


Variety Says— 


West—MAX TURNER 


“A sure-fire novelty for anybody's radio program.” 


~——Gold, Variety. 
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Unit Reviews 





HAWAII NIGHTS 


(FOLLY, BROOKLYN) 

Harry Savoy, Paul Nolan, Ann 
Paige, Lei Aloha, Tom, Dick 
Harry, Princess Luano, Royel Ha- 
waiian Orch; ‘Dark Sands’ (Mono). 








With one McCoy Hawaiian girl, a 
six-piece strumming crew, plus 
American acts and some nuity stag- 
ing, ‘Nights’ stacks up as a half- 
cooked mess. However, it will prob- 


Scibilia’s trick advertising come-ons. | 


Usually heading out of Chicago 
(last year he had ‘Waikiki Nights’), 
Scibilia produced his latest gambol 











WILLIE and EUGENE 


HOWARD 


“Hollywood Hotel” Revue 


TOURING 
Fuller Circuit, Australia 
Per. Address 


WM. MORRIS AGENCY 
NEW YORK 











in New York three weeks ago. Unit 
offers much that’s hackneyed and 
little that has native color, outside of 
some kootching and music. Effects 
and production make very little seem 
like a lot. 


Show opens with American line of 
14 doing a nondescript Broadway 





| jackets and blue.hats. Tom, 


dance routine. They’re dressed in 
sharpie outfits of gray skirts, red 
Dick 
}and Harry, knockabouts, back- 
| grounded by pier and ship drop, work 
| themselves into a froth with their 


; ; : | poking, slapping and dancing as eye- 
ably. do business in the provinces, | 
thanks to producer-manager Anton | 


openers. 
Hawaii comes into her own for 
| first production scene. A _ paper 


|} mache moon, scrim drop and phoney 
| palms comprise the setting. Four 
| guitars, an electric guitar, a bass and 
line augmented by Lei Aloha, all do- 
| ing stale wiggle, is the act. Girls are 
| in floor length, flowery attire, while 
|‘star’ is dressed in silver grass 
| strands. This and succeeding dance 
|numbers are similar in movement 
and quality, and n.s.g. Girls don 
| black wigs for local color. Lead is 
only real shaker in what’s little bet- 
| ter than a burley bumping crop. 
| Harry Savoy pulls a burley black- 
out with Ann Paige, gal pickpocket 


fooled by chap who whips out a pair | 


of under-pretties, supposedly lifted 
| while she took his watch. He also 
| goes into his familiar story-telling, all 
| of which is in same, double entendre 
| vein as opener. Got some mild 
| laughs. 
| Paul Nolan, another 
| juggles in No. 3 rung. 


‘Hawaiian,’ 
One of few 
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LOEW BLDG. ANNEX 


160 WEST 46™ 


ST. NEW YORK 


Bayant 9-7800 





J. 


GENERAL 


SIDNEY H. 


H. LUBIN 


MANAGER 


PIERMONT 


BOOKING MANAGER 








“STAGE DOOR” 
“RADIO REVELS” 


OPENING TODAY, OCTOBER 26th 


ANN MILLER 


Of Stage and Screen 
PARAMOUNT, NEW YORK, FOR TWO WEEKS 


— PICTURES — 
“YOU CAN’T TAKE IT WITH YOU” 
“ROOM SERVICE” 
“MIRACLE RACKET” 


Direction WM. MORRIS AGENCY—Abe Lastfogel 


legit pieces in entire show and he 
bows off to heaviest applause. Sec- 
ond dance scene, with offstage voice 
calling for sacrifice, as per native tra- 
dition, brings Princess Luano to the 
fore. Winding stairs draped into card- 
board mountain brings girl to crater 
of voleano. Lighting, explosions and 
smoke partly cover her semi-nudity 
as she leaps int? prop oven. Very 
poorly done. 

Miss Paige, as prima donna, also 
is unimpressive. Perhans it’s the 
blasting mike, but she seems to offer 
nothing but uncontrollable volume 
with her ‘Got Swing for Sale,’ ‘After 
You’ve Gone’ and ‘Joseph.’ Too, the 
selections are not for her. Hurl. . 


(FOLLY, BROOKLYN) 





Gary Lee Orch, Swan, Lee and 
Jackson, Rubber Neck Holmes, Six 
Whirlwinds, Rhythm Brown, Pearl 


(12); ‘Hunted Men’ (Par). 





Fairly well produced unit is play- 
ing a split week at this nabe vaud- 
filmer, finishing up tonight (Wednes- 
day). It’s entertainment of a sort, 
but not powerful enough to carry it 
into higher scale spots. 

Show carries no m.c., utilizing the 
band leader for that chore. Producer 
is inclined to drag it out in spots, 
especially with dances. Twelve-girl 
line, the MHarperettes, is capable 
enough but is hampered by poor 
costuming. Standout of the line work 
is a Scotch number midway, done to 
a swingy ‘Loch Lomond,’ piped by a 
male backstage via the public ad- 
dress system. 

Swan, Lee and Jackson, pair of 
comics and a dancing straight, get 
over. Best number is their last, 
which includes comedy, harmoniz- 
ing, and rhythm tapping by the 
straight. Janes Sisters are also 
tapsters. Initial effort could be cut 
a couple of mins., although the leg 
work itself is okay. Rhythm Brown, 
also a tapster, does his stuff on roller 
skates while on a table. He worked 
in New York burley last year and 
has improved since. Well liked here. 


Flaming red suit heralds the en- 
trance of Rubber Neck Holmes. He 
opens with a tune lost due to poor 
diction, then goes in for soft shoe 
toe work and semi-acro routine. On 
again later with the line and Pearl 
Harrison for more terps. She’s bet- 
ter at the latter than handling vocals. 
Her diction is poor, delivery worse 
and mike knowledge nil. 


Six Whirlwinds precede the usual 
grand finale bringing on the entire 
unit. They’re Lindy Hoppers, passe 
by now, but still well-liked here. 

Gary Lee’s orchestra backs the 
show and shines alone midway. It 
gets to the jitterbugs with swingy 
Harlem favorites, namely ‘Flat Foot 
Floogee,’ ‘Honeysuckle Rose’ and 
‘For Dancers Only.’ Twelve-piece 
crew is plenty loud but plenty hot. 


e 15 YEARS AGO 


(From Variety and Clipper) 














Palace and State both had Russian 
revues, following ‘Chauve Souris’ 
lines. Outside the band, the State 
had the better act of the two, but the 
Palace band was tops. 





Joe E. Brown at the Palace in a 
five-person act which Lait described 
as ‘a first-class single.” Thought his 
hands funnier than his face. Praised 
his pantomime and figured the 15- 
minute act too short. 





Dick Himber at the Riverside in a 
three-act with Corinne. Hurt by hav- 
ing to open the bill. Still some dis- 
tance from bandmastership. 





Cardo and Null, mixed team, had a 
novelty at the State. Borrowed from 
Staley and Birbeck. Opened as wops 
and a quick change to formal evening 

dress. They could sing, too. 








Colonial, N. Y., in its last week as a 














vaude house: Going revue with 


— wanes 








HOT HARLEM REVUE 


Harrison, Janes Sisters, House Line} 





ne 


‘Running Wild,’ colored musical 


show. 


s 
~~ - 


Sophie Tucker took a full page ad 
to tell how much she loved Califor- 
nia because it loved her. Had done 
eight months on the Coast. 





Swain, animal trainer, called his 
act ‘Friendly Enemies.’ Worked cats 
and rats. 





Actors’ 
$30;000. 


Fund faced a deficit of 





Balaban & Katz’s production staff 
in a jam. Louis Hooper and Harry 
Gourfain resented what they thought 
were Frank Cambria’s high-handed 
methods and quit the combination. 





Reported from Chicago that Jones, 
Linick and Schaefer were preparing 
to close their Chicago enterprises. | 
Changed their minds. 





St. John, N. B., Paramount ex- 
change in a jam. Manager used the 
projection room for wild parties until 
the police intervened. All cleaned 
out, 


— —= 





Sam Goldwyn given permission to 
use his name in picture ventures on | 
condition he added ‘Not connected 
with Goldwyn Pictures Corp.’ 

Pavlowa did $77,000 in two weeks 
at the Manhattan opera house, N. Y. 
Only eight shows a week. 





E. H. Sothern, Martin Harvey; 
Walter Hampden and John Barry- 
more all threatening B’way with per- | 
formances of ‘Hamlet.’ 





Sol Bloom working to get $25,000 
from show biz to bring the Demo- | 
cratic convention to N. Y. in '24, | 
Money back if the convention went | 
elsewhere, 





About 30% of the subscribers to | 
the Jewish Art theatre were gentiles. ! 


——== 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 





Ben Hughes here at the Ala-vista 
lodge and doing well 

Chris Hagedorn is making a nifiy 
comeback, 

Marion Green, who’s Hotel Sar- 
anacing for checkups, was okayed, 
She’s an ex-N.V.A.ite, 


After years of hospitaling, Bobby 
Graham, of Toronto, is now hopping 
around without a crutch. 

Alice Carman, who’s ozoned for 
over 10 years, is doing nicely. 

Joseph Vaughey, of Denver, who 
saw many moons of ozoning here, 
still selling men’s wear in a depart- 
ment store. 

Herman (Rogers 
here ogling the san, 

Joseph Reynolds, formerly with 
Warner Bros, in the Milwaukee area, 
and Mike Cojohn from RKO’s 23rd 
St. theatre, N. Y., are new arrivals 
at the Rogers. 

Jack Edwards, who visited Broad- 
way with his frau, is back at the 
Lodge. 

Etta Major, Mrs. Sarah Clark, Leo 
Abbott, all of N.Y.; Mr. and Mrs. 
Morris Fidler, Chas. Farlow, Francis 
Farlow, of Reading, Pa., and Mrs. 
Frank Howard, of Detroit, were 
Rogers oglers, 

Irving Wilbur left with an ok. Will 
resume work soon. 

Alice Carman holding up fairly 
well under the bed strain. 

(Write te those who are ill) 


FRANK PARIS 


AND HIS MARIONETTES 
PARADISE CAFE 
NEW YORK 
Exclusive Management 


SHERWOOD & MATHEWS 
Direction; INGALLS & DAVIES 
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Mighty Glad to Be Back Again 
After Five Years in Hollywood 


THIS WEEK (OCT. 20TH) 
LOEW'S STATE, NEW YORK 


NEXT WEEK (OCT. 28TH) 
PARAMOUNT, NEWARK 


Personal Direction, LOUIS SHURR 
(‘“Vaudeville, I Love You”) 
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CLASSICIST OF SENSATIONAL DANCERS 

NOW PLAYING RETURN ENGAGEMENT 

RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL, NEW YORK 
(Week Oct. 20th) " 
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Bonnie Baker 


ORRIN TUCKER 


us ORCHESTRA 


The Bailey Sisters 


2ND WEEK HEADLINING 


CHICAGO THEATRE 


CHICAGO 


OPENING 
NOV. 10 


Management: MUSIC CORPORATION OF AMERICA 


The Bodyguards 


- EMPIRE ROOM 


PALMER HOUSE 


CHICAGO 
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Wednesday, October 26, 1938 VAUDE—NITE CLUBS—BURLESQUE 

5 = 

of cleverness, it all comes under the 

head of good, if not so clean, fun. 
Fiske mixes ‘em up for the 12:30 

and the 1:15 a.m. frolics, the latter 

even a bit more heated. His risque 


Burlesque Reviews 


the white-tie set in London, New ; i 
York and Palm Beach, so’ Fiske| WERBA’S, BROOKLYN | cut which no burley is complete 
keeps in the social swim as he’s etre days. Ralph elby handles 
booked there during the respective a aes ’ : ‘ SC PRS: 
social seasons. Ann Corio’s ‘Girls in Blue’ unit Sepia aes 
He really does as much with his| With Jean Lee, Eleanor Dare, Miss|) GARRICK, ST. LOUIS 
P Cin; F ee Verne, Eileen Hubert, George Mur- 
eyneic Steinway sage .Sramatizing ray, Eddie Lloyd, Jess Mack, Allan 
y leer and lilt what the lyrics might St. Louis, Oct. 22. 
Red Marshali, Bert Carr, Conny 
Ryan, Murray Leonard, The May- 


lack—if any. The Fiskeana, of & Knopf, Ralph Shelby, Barbara 
In its fifth road tour week, Ann| fields, Major Jerome, LaTemple & 


course, is well known in its clever | Doane. 

bawdiness, which paradoxically skirts 
| Corio’s ‘Girls in Blue’ unit, an Izzy|Co., McConnell & Moore. Morales 
Hirst wheel show, reopened this| Bros. & Daisy, Peggy St. Clair, 


Eddie Davis, Iris Adrian, Carlisle; offense at any and all times, this| 
Tommy Dorsey’s orchestra is fall- | Sisters, _Wanger Sextet, Madgie,| thanks chiefly to the solo entertain- 

With his return, biz is big at the, Mouse as a burlesque stand Sunday | Weitzel Sisters, Ann Powell, Boo 

| Savoy-Plaza, although Hildegarde.| ‘23)- As befits 0..e of burley’s strong- | LaVon & Jean Carroll, Line (14). 

We aZd, rs = 5° ’ 


VARIETY 43 








‘Nitery Reviews 


HOTEL NEW YORKER ‘Skeets’ Herfurt and the 3 Esquires 


for vocal specialties. Ross MacLean 

is eng m. $s Helen were does relief 

(NEW YORK) work at the piano. ax is back at 

oni Dorsey Orch (with Edythe the door, biz is good, and Ralph Hitz 
Wright, Jack Leonard, ‘Skeets’ Her-| *S 8™'P!n8- Abel. 

furt, 3 Esquires), Maurice and Cor- 


doba, Paul Rosini, Dorothy Wilkens, LEON & EDDIE’S, N. Y. 


























Ross MacLean, Helen Myers, Emery | 
Deutsch Orch. 























and-wintering at the Hotel New Eleanor Troy, Lou Martin Orch, Ford| er’s expert showmanship. 

Yorker’s Terrace Room and biz is | CTane. 

bullish. He’s been on a shuttle be- ~~ oa , Duricy § strong | Presi es 

tween this spot and the Paramount| Eddie Davis, past master at singing |just preceding, likewise registered | &S* b.0. strippers, Miss Corio is sur-| ne i ecmneiiinn wise 
due to ‘If I Were King’ holding four | songs and gagging, whose partner in| heavily at the gate and on the take, | TOunced by a well-s'aged production, | Spm Hien iu oma eo 
strong weeks—a fortnight beyond | much of his routine, Iris Adrian, is | both having a percentage sliding ar- | above average for Hirst shows. 8 may, pod eters z Methodist 
what the bookers originally figured | really becoming his oldtime standby | rangement computed on_ the gross.| House grinds on Sundays with only | Church no served te tone dowr 
on, not knowing what the film/!here. New show includes Carlisle} Emile Petti’s orchestra holds over,| a travel short and a newsreel split- mance of the salty skits at those 
coupling would be—but, this week, | Sisters (New Acts), Terry Walker| per usual, and registers deftly with| ting the shows. During the week, |‘ ’ eft orgs: Ih : 


- ; : shows with the fiv yaud acts 
Dorsey’s schedule eases. Meantime, | (New Acts), Eleanor Troy and Mid-| suave dansapation. Abel. | there are obscure features. Prices added by p nett Bill “Bickens to 
Artie Schutt and later Emery | gie, the Wonder Horse (New Acts), | ——_——_- | range from 35c to 75c. When caught augment the earrent ‘Teases wind 
Deutsch’s orchestras took up the Ford Crane, ably m.c.’ing along with * -s- ~ = —~ i (23), house was sold out. Wheezes’ shew. eonoina the tanvtont 
glack. |Lou Martin’s orchestra remains, too. WALiON ROOr a , . . 


Good staging of dances makes that/ approval. The cleric sought police 
section strongest, forcing the comedy | aid in squelching some of the ‘im- 
of George Murray and Eddie Lloyd,!| moral’ burley turns in the show. 
straighted by Jess Mack, into the} police then toned it down. 

|background. Comedians use same aad 
|hoke stuff burley patrons have been | In addition to the vaude acts, 


Dorsey is a tiptop illustration of | _ Snappy and varied bill starts with 
what qwest-switg ianane for b. o. He | the Carlisle Sisters, fast, young tap 
has all the zing of the 52d street |dancers. From films, where she has 
idiom, but it’s not headachey, blatant | been featured, Terry Walker so- 
or cacophonous—people can still talk| Pranos, but doesn’t swing, unusual 


(PHILADELPHIA) 





Philadelphia, Oct. 21. 
Benny Fields, Readinger Twins, 





4h: . 4 | =) Mane , - hi : c s, ia 

about the music without shrieking | for this 52d street spot. saving 2 The Ghezzis, Powers Gouraud, Jeno ted for a long time and the diet. no which = reeled 1 hoya, “wall 

{ - hat’s somethi s.|good voice and personality, she | Donath and Vincent Rizzo Orchs.,| matter how altered to give it a new |1OOM  Gancers: = Major sae 8 

Se. as Oe ee | looks like a find ; | Line. twist, is still weak ~ Murray and | X¥lophonist; LaTemole and Co., il- 

taurant. | A ° } . costae wist, 15 su Sas. ray anda’ jusionists; McConnell and Moore, 

Floor show surrounding the name | Texas Tommy and a pony were ; George garner laughs but it’s their} jugglers. and Morales Bros. and 

) band is likewise strong. Maurice | formerly here. Replacing Tommy's Cont nuing with the name and performance rather than the mate-| Daisy, traveze ring and contortion 

/ and Cordoba, who’ve terped in the | Pony 1s Midgie, billed as the Won-| heavy-nut policy he inaugurated at| rial that’s responsible. Short gag) trig Peggy St. Clair, acrobatic 

Persian Room and the Rainbow | der Horse. Midgie does a somewhat the beginning of the season, Jack bits are no more than stave waits. dancer, and the Weitzel Sisters, 
Room (in fact, they return Nov. 21 | Similar and effective routine, in- | Lynch is currently presenting Benny | 


. y | Unit carries four peelers, but only | warblers and tapsters from the line, 
Fields. Biz good, although profits| three are bona fide. Miss Verne can| give the mob plenty of opportunities 
are curbed considerably under load | be listed under that caterory, but} for palm pounding. 

of no-cover, no-minimum policy. | she’s essentially an interpretive step-|_ Even the strinvpers, Ann Powell, 


to the Hotel Plaza’s Persian Room, | cluding tricks, answering questions 
coincidental with Morton’s Downey’s by nodding, etc. 


preem there), do an expert job of| Eleanor Troy m.c.’s and does a 


| 


dance-cavalcading in almost  all| strip type of routine. — She's tall, j Fields ably carries off the tag, | per. On first in an abbreviated| Boo LaVen and Jean Carroll, all 
styles. | glamorous, and her routine is nicely | “Your Minstrel -Man,’ that he has 


phosphorescent costume, which lookers, each of whom make two 
glows under dark blue spot, and|rief appeerences, fall far behind 
. again later for a semi-strip fan dance.| the vaude acts in getting avplause, 
opens with ‘My Walking Stick,’ goes| Does a ‘Golden Gir]’ number near| even though they peel almost to the 
into ‘Now It Can Be Told’ and fol-| the close but it was cut out at show! G-string. Conny Rvan, one of the 
lows with ‘Melancholy Baby,’ which |caught. Eleanor Dare wastes no| Straights, who carries the singing 
he estimates he has warbled 30,000 | time uncovering while Jean Lee is at| Cheres. clicks with a dramatic 
times. the other extreme. Her curtain pay-| Presentation of ‘Strawhat in the 

Novel touch off doesn’t make up for the delayed| Rain,” among other numbers. and 


Paul Rosini, excellent floor worker | handled, not being too shocking. She 
with magico, is as effective on his | headlined recently by slapping the 
personal charm and deportment as | usually horizontal Jack Doyle. ; 
with his two highlight tricks. In a In addition to her stint with Davis 
large room such. as this, the person-|on the ‘Gone with the Wind’ satire, 
ality equation must be effective, or | Miss Adrian occupies a solo singing 
else. His card trick, later exhumed |spot with her spicy specials, well 
with his cigaret tobacco dregs, and | sold. ; 
the Chinese thumb-tie trick are dif- | Place continues to enjoy one of 


earned through years on the boards. 
With the usual top hat and cane, he 


is given by m. ec. 


7. 


ferent, unusual, and certainly diffi- 
cult and bewildering. He’s a relief 
from the recent crop of cigaret and 
card manipulators whose prime forte 
is sleight-of-hand. Rosini’s are basic 


Powers Gouraud, who for years has 
been doing 10 minutes of nitery and 
theatre gossip on a WCAU commer- 
cial each evening. W. k. in Phila- 
delphia show. biz, this is the per- 
sonable old-timer’s first pro engage- 


the finest and steadiest b.o. pulls in 
town. Were not Davis an owner- 
partner in L. & E.’s, he himself 
would be commanding more dough 
than most clubs could pay. Char. 


strut. 
takes. | 

Miss Corio‘’s work is, of course, 
dressed excellently for color blending, 
which shows her off to advantage. 
Her actual peel isn’t anything to get 


Both, however, have what it 


also es a member of a quartet that 
includes Murray Leonard, straight, 
and Marshall and Carr, comics. 
Mershall and Carr score in the 
subdued blackouts. esrecially in a 
burlescve of LaTemnle and Co., 


Houdini tricks, but the thumb tie 
was developed by Ten Ichi. 

Dorothy Wilkens opens with ac- 
cordion-songalogs. Out of the versa- 
tile Tommy Dorsey combo come 
Edythe Wright, Jack Leonard, 


a be a +). | Whom they follew. Lire hest look- 
Be out attoush she's smooch-) ers to hit the Gorrick this season, 
full staze. draned entirely in black, | refreshing as it gomx through its 
with the star encased in a sheathlike | TPytines. several of which are more 
red outfit. ed a Ne - ane in other shows 
Barbara Doane is not part of the : ers 
unit. She was put in for the week abt ok toner a os ae 
by the house and is used in several | pouse is on the uobest, Sahu 
places. On near the curtain rise for y 4 4 


ment outside of broadcasting. Un- 
forgiveable, especially for one in 
radio, is his tendency to mumble. 


Gouraud concludes the bill with a 
cavalcade number of Philly niteries 
and eating places, gals in the line 
coming out in the dress of the pe- 
riod to which he is referring at. the 
moment. Good, as is also his open- 


: ee ; a tap routine and again later for a 

Club, recently renovated, should | 7B Patter Sons: I'm Back in the! strip that’s more animated than New Club Mers. Org 

|have no trouble finding a place for a. . when last caught. Her wardrobe : 

itself in Chicago’s night life. After Readinger Twins, who present in-| rivals Miss Corio’s in taste, being} Rebelling members of the Enter- 

midnight it’s more or less a rendez- | terpretative terping in pop form, are| dressed in a tight, purple velvet|tainment Managers Assn. formed 

vous for show people. ; swell. Likewise the Ghezzis, two-| gown. Also works in comedy skits. | their own group last Thursday (20) 

Basis of the entertainment is Gary brother hand-to-hand balancing and | Twelve ponies and e’;t showgirls| and elected temporary officers for 

McGrath's orchestra, which plays | Strong-man team. Replacement of | comprise the dance ana parade con-| ‘Aencclated’: Gitentotemeank Che 

both for show and dansapation and | about half the line of 12 in the past| tingent. Both sections are shapely.| "© “**S°° 3. 

rates highly. Chorus line is quality | ™onth has been a large improve-| Eileen Hubert, highkick-tapper, leads | T@ctors of New «ork, Inc. . 

! rather than quantitv, with the half- ment, although there’s still room for | the line in a couple of spots. Allen Tom Kelly, EMA’s first prez, is the . 

‘ dozen girls under the direction of | More. Herb. new group’s head. 

Best Coffee in England 


and Knovf do unison tannins, with- 
Winnie Hoveler. Girls turned in 
QUALITY INN CHICAGO AMERICAN, OCTOBER 10, 1938 


deisetib "heer ASHTON STEVENS 


M.c. is Pinky Tracy, who also has 
LONDON, WEST-END 
Vaudeville for George Ade 


his single turn, which is_ solid 
variety. It’s a drunk bit, familiar 
enough, but registers well here. 
Ruth Denning, vocals and was forced 
to encore twice before getting away 
“—s wee | Or this show. She’s a contralto with 
plenty on the ey er ae 
JACK and JUNE eye for cosiume. bi rella is | 
nn pet Sect ME Ae ree gir, RR ee George Ade, who doted on good vaudeville, moved away from vaude- 
B L A ) R {\‘her youth that’s responsible fer her ville a few seasons too soon. I think he would have gone twice this week 
ee Gear Walks Sine tei tt yyy ln a peed gear owe on: to laugh over Bert Wheeler at the Palace, whose superlatively interrupted 
with into a strong performer. “aie ‘iin more is ‘a funny as Phil Baker’s used to be when 
“Hollywood Hotel” Revue For s.a. there’s Mona Leslie doing id Silvers lay in baiting in a stage box. 

Ce pa Hl toate ta eg This act of Wheeler’s is as funny by intention as a 
them asking for more Gold. copy of Variety is by the rigors of trade routine. It 
ene comically purports to give the lowdown—the extremely 
DANCING PARTNER SAVOY-PLAZA, N. Y. low down—on the act itself, which contains a comely 
Tee : ; : : girl and Hank Ladd—especially Hank Ladd, who is Mr. 
Eee a guile sale 4). PePaNe. Fiske, Bude PRS Orch. Wheeler’s gifted hisser, heckler and knife in the back. 

tion ballroom dancing. Must be tall . : ° 
and have sophisticated appearance. This Wheeler act builds up the way the Yanks build 
ticulare, Address BOX” 23, Variety, up a ball game. It has a murderous finish wherein 
How ork. what has been dubbed the eternal triangle is heard to 

jangle like sweet bells out of tune. 

It is here revealed to us by the frustrated and con- 
fiding Mr. Wheeler that not only can he not fire the 
annoying Hank Ladd, but that he must pay him half 
the full salary and pay the rest of the act out of the 
balance because—here is the final lowdown—the girl 

in the act is Hank Ladd’s wife and Hank Ladd doesn’t 

trust Mr. Wheeler, whose last sad whispered words are 
about as follows: “She and I don’t need him. And 
what an act we could do without him.” The words are 
good, but it is more than words, it is the music of an 
actor’s imagination. 
Bd * ok on 


YACHT CLUB, CHI 


Chicago, Oct. 22. 
Gary McGrath Orch, Line (6), 
Pinky Tracy, Ruth Denning, Abbie 
Grella, Mona Leslie. 




















JACK HYLTON’S BANDS 


Dressed by 


SIDNEY FISHER 


75/77, Shaftesbury Avenue 
PICCADILLY, LONDON, ENG. 
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Dwight Fiske and his Rabelaisean 
songs are back at the Savoy-Plaza. 
From which stems one of the prime | 
anomalies of this day and age. A’ 
class Fifth avenue hostelry, the 
house detective, discovered in the 
lobby, would probably be arrested | 
for vagrancy, so polite is everything 
about the Savoy-Plaza. But the b.o. 
appeal of Fiske and his Boccaccio 
| ballads is strictly on the s.a. basis. 

It’s not honky-tonk exactly, but 
it’s a sort of Barbary Coast with 
an Oxford accent. The lyrics are 
smarter, but the intent is the same. 
But, having the vrime saving srace 
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| HOST 


Young man, well built, good looking, 
loads of personality, salary. Apply 
after 6 P.M. 

PEPPER POT 
4th St. & Cth Ave., Greenwich Village 





































Sth RETURN ENGAGEMENT 


SALICI’S PUPPETS 


The World's Recognized Unsurpassed Novelty 
LOEW’S STATE, NEW YORK, NOW 
(Week Oct. 20th) 


Thanks to SIDNEY PIERMONT 


Direction: PHIL OFFIN 
RKO BLDG., RADIO CITY, NEW YORK 


ASHTON STEVENS 


Living Vaudeville 


That, I believe, is the sort of vaudeville that would make George Ade roll in his chair, 
W. C. Fields buy a magnum of Scotch, and George M. Cohan go into his old dance. That’s 
living vaudeville. * * * * 


Good vaudeville will never die, and a lot of good vaudevillains are still alive, if they 
can only be pried away from pictures and radio. Little Bert Wheeler recently proved 
this to the blade, hilt and scabbard. 


BERT WHEELER 


HANK LADD mee MN FRANCETTA MALLOY 
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MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


‘All-Tschaikowsky,’ with Beatrice 
Joyce, Leon Fokine, Alma Lee, Alice 
Young, Norma Gallo, ¥venne Ravell 
Hilda Eckler, Maxine Williams 
George Kiddon, Fred Nazinoff, Val 
Geural, Carlos Peterson, Igor Meller, 
Glee Club, Rockettes, Ballet; ‘Mad 
Miss Manton’ (RKO), reviewed in 
Variety, Oct. 12. 


The Rockefellers are giving ‘em an 
‘All-Tschaikowsky’ show; a double- 
dose of class, pretty lah-de-dah, 
gorgeous scenery and general, all- 
around boredom for most anybody 
except a confirmed Carnegie Hall 











addict. 

Considering that the ‘Mad Miss 
Manton’ is not by any conception 
an arty picture, this stage show 
doesn’t seem to fit its screen ad- 
junct. 

No outside-booked acts this week 
in the Leonidoff-produced exposi- 
tion of some of Tschaikowsky’s | 
works, notably the popular ‘Nut- 
cracker Suite.’ Mostly all special- 
ties, plus the glee club, ballet and 
Rockettes, with Norma Gallo, con- 
tortion-dancer, standing out in a 
strikingly beautiful desert scene. 
Show siarts with the symph’s inter- 
pretation of the familiar overture, 
1812,’ and ends with the ‘Waltz of| 
the Flowers,’ by the ballet, choreog- 
raphy by Florence Rogge. Rockettes | 
get their inning in ‘Dance of the 
Mirlitons,’ a novelty that could do/| 
for Xmas. 

It’s all very pretty, but, once past 
the crashing. cymbals and cannon- 
fire in ‘1812, it’s an insomnia-cure. 
This, however, is not aimed as criti- 
cism of the tuneful singing by Bea- 
trice Joyce of ‘None but the Lonely 
Heart,’ or Leon Fokine’s expert 
‘Chinese Dance,’ nor, in fact, any 
of the talent in a particularly 


esthetic frame. 
Bi night was hardly 
Scho. 





opening 
robust. 


CHICAGO, CHICAGO 


Chicago, Oct. 22. 
Orrin Tucker Orch with Bailey 
Sisters & Bonnie Baker, Paul Sydell 
& Spotty, Harris & Shore; ‘If I Were 
King’ (Par). 











Orrin Tucker’s orchestra has 
caught on around here and figures 
as a good booking for the house. 
Tucker has a youthful aggregation 
generally, and this can serve as an 
excuse for several numbers which 
may not be completely admissible as 
entertainment these days. This in- 
cludes the band lining up as a chorus 
and stumbling through what is sup- 
posed to be a burlesque. Even re- 
sort to one fellow’s garter flapping 








around in a hunt for laughs. Not 
funny in this house, and doesn’t fig- 
ure for comedy in anything but the 
smaller spots. 


His musicians are good. Tucker 
has a good, clean-cut appearance and 
does a good job of singing himself 
on the lighter numbers. He misses, 
however, at the ballads. 


But Tucker does have femme sing- 
ers who are topnotch. The Bailey 
Sisters give out with plenty of swing 
and sell solidly. Appearance and 
pipes rate as surefire anywhere. 


Soloist is Bonnie Baker, who has 
possibilities with a naive Mae West 
quality in her tensils. Dimpled and 
demure, she crosses em up with 
come-hither eyes that has this audi- 
ence rolling. She should, however, 
stick to the lighter stuff on account 
of this personality twist, and lay off 
the heavier ballads, such as ‘The 
Man I Love.’ 

Two acts in front of the band and 
both good. Paul Sydell has a rank- 
ing dog turn, with his Spotty never 
missing .on the cod ge eer Har- 
ris and Shore have changed their 
routines somewhat but are still 
cinches with their burlesque ball- 
room numbers. Gal has a good sense 
of mugging and clowning, getting 
over even in such a big house as the 
Chicago. 

Biz excellent at last show Fri- 
day (22). Gold 


STATE, HARTFORD 


Hartford, Oct. 22. 
Two Funks, Jack Gilford, Frank 
Conville & Sunny Dale, Melissa 
M.-:on, Clyde McCoy Orch (13) 
w..: Bennett Sisters (3), Wayne 
Gregg, Tiny Gorman, Sam Kaplan 
house orch; ‘10th Avenue Kid’ 
(Rep). 











Another sock show at the State 
this week with Clyde McCoy’s or- 
choctra headlining. 

Bill opens with the Two Funks, 
whcse balancing on a platform atop 
a ladder, clicks. Next is Jack Gil- 
ford with impressions that get over, 
particularly those of Rudy Vallee 
and Charles Butterworth. 

Frank Conville and Sunny Dale 
supply the comedy with their rough- 
house and artee. He’s short, she’s 
tall. His mimicry of Charles Chaplin 
in a dime-a-dance routine with Miss 
Conville brings hearty laughs. 4 

Clyde McCoy, on next, uses his 
theme, ‘Sugar Blues,’ to open, also 
to close. Plays two other composi- 
tions of his own. “Tear It Down’ and 
‘Ride to Glory.’ His trumpet imita- 
tion of Henry Busse playing ‘Hot 





Lips’ is effective, and the aud treats 
it accordingly. The Bennett Sisters 
intersperse their vocaling with some 
fair hoofing. Gals sing ‘Lambeth 
Walk’ and then demonstrate the 
dance with boys from the orchestra. 

Wayne Gregg, baritone, is a win- 
ner with ‘Change Partners,’ ‘You Go 
to My Head’ and ‘Deep in a Dream.’ 
Melissa Mason’s lanky nut hoefing 
and operatic mimicry are well re- 
ceived. Tiny Gorman, heavyweight 
hoofer, also clicks. Vocals ‘Some of 
These Days,’ too. Band finales with 
a jam session. 

On Friday night (21), when 
caught, McCoy had for his guest a 
six-year-old local moppet, Mary Ann 
Lacedina, whom he picked from an 
amateur show held at the house the 
same night. Youngster has _ nice 
pipes and scored heavily with ‘Bei 
Mir Bist Du Schoen’ and other num- 
bers. 

Biz good. 


HIPP, BALTO 


Baltimore, Oct. 22. 
Chick Webb Orch, Ella Fitzgerald, 
Chuck & Chuckles, Lindy Hoppers 
(4); ‘Girls School’ (Col). 


Eck, 








First hometown appearance of 
Chick Webb since hitting the upper 
brackets is a killer-diller—and how! 
Walloping out 45 minutes of solid 
swing, Webb, Fitzgerald, ete. are 
not only attracting the town’s cats 
and sending in robust style, but 
drawing many conservative, curious 
stub-holders. 


With Webb modestly seated be- 
hind his drums band is fronted by 
personable stick-weaver from the 
band, who pleasingly handles the 
layout. Opening number by band, 
however, quickly reveals prowess “f 
Webb at the hides and he gets show 
off to a rousing start. Pace holds 
with appearance of four Lindy Hap- 
pers next, who set right spot for 
band’s jam session which follows. 

‘King Porter Stomp,’ by band, 
with solo members going to town 
and audience joining hand-clapping, 
holds hectic pace and precedes 
Chuck and Chuckles, whose hotcha 
legmania ties up matters tightly. 
They're difficult to follow, but Ella 
Fitzgerald does that to an ovation. 
Sings ‘You Go to My Head,’ ‘Jitter- 
bug,’ ‘Saving Myself for You’ and 
the inevitable ‘A-Tisket.’ Entire en- 
semble joins in lengthy, but effec- 
tive, swing finale. 

Burm. 


Biz big. 
EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Oct. 22. 
Freddie Bartholomew, Herbie Kay 
Orch, James Evans, Nancy Healy, 
Marion Bellett & Engiish Bros., 
Wynne Fair, Fuzzy Combs, Lou 
Schrader house orch; ‘Youth Takes 
a Fling’ (U). 








Although one of the most costly 
shows to hit the Earle boards in 
months, present combo failed to click 
at the opening sesh. Major operation 
was immediately performed on it by 
‘Skip’ Weshner, Warner exec in 
charge of the house, which perked 
it considerably. Still pretty flat, 
however, despite the fact that acts 
are individually good and 14-year- 
old Freddie Bathclomew is about all 
that could be wished for in a p.a. 
House is bleak without a name 
band, which when play here, 
nearly always clicks. So, to take 
care of this situation and still not 
go overboard on the nut, considering 
the heavy coin required for Barthol- 
omew, Weshner gotone of the low- 
er-priced bands, Herbie Kay. Young 
Bartholomew m.c.’s. Result is vaude 
of the old-fashioned sort. 


Instead of what has often occurred 
recently, the band carrying the 
whole show with no outside aid, 
Kay’s crew gets practically no 
chance to perform, although it 
clicked smoothly in a nitery engage- 
ment here last season. 

Curtain ups on the band, with 
Bartholomew running from one wing 
and Kay from the other. There’s 
some patter as to who will m.c,, 
the youngster getting the lion’s 
share. He has a likeable person- 
ality, is suave and sure in his gab. 
Couple gags between the two aimed 
at heating up the house fall some- 
what flat. But then, after introing 
the other acts, Kay brings on Mas- 
ter Bartholomew for his turn, which 
is similar to that which he used 
at the State, New York, last week. 


Screen is let down and Judy Gar- 
land appears on it. Conversation en- 
sues between the two. Lad then 
switches to the screen with the gal 
and they go through a scene in 
‘Listen Darling’ (M-G), current at 
the Boyd. Interesting. Then back 
to Bartholomew, on stage, for the 
finale. Bit is okay, but suggests too 
much a trailer plugging a pic. 

James Evans, juggler, lies on his 
back, first twirling balls on his feet, 
then a bed. There’s a comedy touch 
when covers fall off bed, revealing 
a pair of dummies. Marion Bellett 
and the English Bros. also good. Gal 
and two fellows knock about, gar- 
nering plenty of laughs. Femme, 
with her contortions, is especially 
funny. Nancy Healy, tapper, recently 
in the tryout here of Max Gordon’s 
legiter, ‘S Out the News,’ is a 
good technician. Herb. 





Wintergarten, Berlin 


Berlin, Oct. 15. 

Ballet, Josef Blank & Co. (3), 
Josef Lobers, Tilly Schumann Cir- 
cus, 4 Windsorettes, Kannan Bem- 
bayo, Caletti Clown Trio,-Edgar, Re- 
gine & Shanley, Helena & Partner, 
6 Gridneffs, Ray & Eddie. 

Non-star, lightweight payroll bill 
here this month, likely to pull enough 
do-re-mi to keep shy of the red. 

No. 1 outfit is the Hungaria-ballet 
cavorting aimlessly in hodge-podge 
wardrobe. Strong deuce is offered by 
Josef Blank & Co., two man-one 
| femme combo, in A-1 juggling. Males 
ido a head-to-head stand, with the 
|under one juggling silk toppers and 
| passing them on to his partner. The 
|latter’s getting shifted to his part- 

ner’s palm is neatly timed. The next 
niche is filled by Josef Lobers, single, 
with jokes of yesteryear. The Tilly 
'Schumann miniature circus is now 
on with its ponies, dogs, monkeys and 
|a goat that frolic about and do their 
| stuff to the great delight of the deni- 
|zens. Goat, on a barrel, which it 








| makes revolve, is the oustanding fea- | 


ture. Act plenty liked. 


Next are the 4 Windsorettes, tagged 
in the second half of the bill as the 
Herzog Luft Girls. Contortionist 
takes a smoke with her toes, and the 
others go in for whirlwind acros. 
They have some good stuff and go 
over well enough, but are short on 
good-looking duds and style. Kannan 
Bembayo, on the slack rope, goes to 
|town with the double-back somer- 
|sault. In next-to-closing of the first 
| half is the Coletti Clown Trio. The 
Charlie Rivels steal is not necessary; 
they should cut it because they are 
quite able to stand on their own. 
They do some hot acros and have 
some nifty business. Musicking is 
weakest spot. The Hungarian line is 
back with the Magyar males looking 
the nertz in white capes and full 
white trousers. Joined by the femmes 
they do a peasant terp, much supe- 
rior to the first in form, pantomime 
and costumes. 


Herzog’s Girls are now on, two of 
them opening with corking effects on 
the hanging rope. A plant, coming 
on stage to work with three of the 
gais on the flying trapeze, furnishes 
loads of laughs, knows. her stuff and 
reaps good returns. Edgar, the ven- 
triloquist, with his wooden foil, Joe, 
is well liked. His collection of dolis, 
caricatures of Laurel and Hardy, 
Hans Albers, etc., goes over big Re- 
gine and Shanley, ultra-modern ball- 
room terpers, look well and are dra- 
matically effective to the strains of 
‘Liebestraum.’ Going from the sub- 
limé to the very ridiculous is Helena 
and Partner, the latter being a pup- 
pet with feet attached to hers, in a 
dance that is stiff, dull and sans all 
charm. After this painful fill-in, Re- 
gine and Shanley are back, the 
femme: stunning in white, in contrast 
to his black outfit. An interpretation 
of Ravel brings in plenty of palm 
smacking. 


The 6 Gridneffs offer balancing on 
ladders and are replaced by Ray and 
Eddie in excellent floor tumbling and 
‘acros. The one with the deadpan 
provides laughs, music is snappy and 
act is plenty liked. The Hungarian 
terpers close. Trask, 








APOLLO, N. Y. 


Big-time Crip, Cook & Brown, 
Bartell-Hurst Foursome, Sandy 
Burns & Johnnie LaRue with John- 
nie Vigal & Vivian Harris, Noble 
Sissle Orch with Edith Wilson & 
Billy Banks; ‘Highway Patrol’ (Col). 








Noble Sissle’s accomplished 
rhythm-makers are the whole show 
here. Stage presentation has too 
much and too-prolonged trimmings 
before Sissle’s aggregation is offered. 

This is a mistake of arranging be- 
cause more of Sissle and less of 
routine jpromesen numbers would 
go smoother. Sissle has one of slick- 
est outfits to play here in some time, 
poo Fo ge ularly effective with his 
specialists and novelties. . 

Sissle opens singing and then also 
creditably vocals ‘Alexander’s Rag- 
time Band,’ his first announced num- 
ber. ‘Jitterburg Jump,’ novelty tune, 
rings in an unusual sax solo and 
fancy warbling of another member 
of aggregation. Both deftly present- 
ed. Jam session with six selected 
members playing is great stuff, and 
wows ’em. 

Leading the band’s specialists is 
Billy Banks, voice manipulator, who 
does about everything but play a 
musical instrument, making up for 
this by trumpet imitation. Encores 
with ‘Jam Session, after popular 
treatment of ‘Small Fry.’ 

Other billed specialist is Edith 
Wilson, who went so well with her 
‘Can’t Face the Music,’ when caught, 
that she had to counter with ‘Want 
a Rough and Ready Man.’ Latter 
brought five bows and three verses 
for encore. She finally had to level 
off with ‘I Haven’t Changed a Thing’ 
to keep the show moving. Excellent 
diction and pleasing pipes are her 
chief assets. Miss Wilson is on 


earlier for ‘Starting Revolution’ song, 
with chorus boys, but it could be 
eliminated because it’s not particu- 
larly flattering to her. 

Sissle concluder is ‘One o’Clock 
Jump,’ which is an excuse for bring- 
ing on the line in the show’s most 














colorful number. But it still leaves 
a demand for more Sissle. 

Bartell-Hurst Foursome, white 
adagio combo of three males and 
plump, blonde miss, is smartest sin- 
gle act from remainder of lineup. 
Veterans all, this group has been 
around big-time as headliners in 
vaude dance revue act, and present 
turn looks geared to present-day 
vaudeville demands. 

Johnnie LaRue and Sandy Burns 
cemedy duo, assisted by Johnnie 
Vigal and Vivian Harris, garner big- 
gest laughs with familiar ghost-de- 
serted house skit from burlesque. 
Two comics are faves here. 

Cook and Brown, two tapster 
youths, have makings of a creditable 
turn if acro tricks are developed. 


Big-time Crip, husky one-legged 
male, does remarkable dancing, 


aided by crutch, and also without it, 
in fast tempo. A hard worker, he 
surprises with the variety of fancy 
steps he does without a miss. 
Opening has chorus girls and boys, 
in football garb, and Apollo stock 
company doing rah-rah formations. 
College swing climax is okay, but 
grid scuffle on stage is superflous 
and meaningless. Wear. 


Embassy Newsreel, N. Y.. 





Current newsclip parade allows 
for a substantial amount of excite- 
ment, with most of it deriving from 
the lens reperts of six football games 
(one professional). Dividing the ma- 
jor interest with the gridiron events 
is Paramount’s covering of the Nazi 
spy trial in New York and the 
Eucharisti. Congress in New Or- 
leans. The commentator on the last 
item imparts a bit of drama with the 
passing remark that the film of the 
meet’s opening day had been burned 
during an airplane accident in Ala- 
bama. 

For those inclined to give open 
opinions of personalities in the news 
this week's clips provide a field day. 
When reviewed it was curious to 
note that the same element that ap- 
plauded Hitler accorded equally em- 
phatic ev to Charles Lind- 
bergh, while the hissing directed at 
the aviation hero was of no less vol- 
ume than the bronxeroo that the 


Fuehrer’s map provoked. Fox in- 
troduced the Lindbergh incident, 
while Universal contributed the 


scene with Hitler. The latter shows 
the triumphant Hitler and Goering 
being greeted by the Sudetans. Hit- 
ler visits what had been Czech de- 
fensive pillboxes, while Goering ap- 
plies himself to bestowing cookies 
upon flaxenhaired little girls. Par 
pictures President Benes’ resignation, 
with the reaction, when caught, be- 
ing nothing but applause. 

Nazi spy trial is treated with con- 
siderable detail. All principals, in- 
cluding judge and prosecutors, are 
captured by the two Par clips. 
There’s also a touch of comedy. The 
narrator remarks that ‘now we will 
enter the trial courtroom with a Par 
cameraman.’ Latter is shown snap- 
pily entering a revolving door and 
the next moment he’s seen getting a 
fast brushout through the same door 
with a court attache lending a bit 
of propulsion. 

RKO gets into the international 
department with two clips, -one 
showing the British Legion that was 
supposed to police the Czech plebis- 
cite and the other dea’ing with the 
intensive organization that has been 
created among Chinese for the medi- 
cal treatment of its wounded soldiers 
and noncombatants. Fox likewise de- 
livers a sidelight on the Sino-Jap- 
anse imbroglio by parading a regi- 
ment of Chinese women in soldiers’ 
uniforms. 

Par accounts for still another in- 
teresting strip in reporting the suc- 
cessful docking of the Queen Mary 
without the aid of a single tug dur- 
ing the recent New York harbor 
strike. Lew Lehr goes over some of 
his old gags in commenting on a 
monk’s antics while it waters a 
lawn, but clicks nicely when the 
subject is a bathtub elevator. 

As usual, the gridiron division in- 
cludes a lengthy clip of a collegiate 
clash which the Embdssy covered for 
itself. Event caught was the Ford- 
ham-Purdue game, and it was crack 
newsreeling. Oder. 


DENHAM, DENVER 


Denver, Oct. 22. 
Morton Downey, Faith Bacon, 
Frances & Wally, Elite Trio, Blue 
Streaks (13), Sam Leschel house 
orch; ‘Sons of Legion’ (Par). 











Morton Downey is the big click 
here this week, and the tenor rates 
it. Working alone, he accompanies 
himself on the piano and also sings 
numerous selections with the or- 
chestra. 

He has a first-rate string troupe in 
support. The Elite Trio, deadpan 
ballroomologists, work well and the 
crowd repays them. 

The Blue Streaks, a rollerskating 
trio, plus a youngster who sings and 
dances, get over big, too. Frances 
and Wally clown in their singing 
and dancing for good returns. 

Closing, Faith Bacon, in her orchid 
dance, which is only a variation of 
the fan and balloon terps. Mildly 
received. Working with flimsy mate- 
rial, she finally strips. 

Business good at Saturday night 
(22) show. Rose. 


LOEW’S STATE, N. Y. 


Helen Reynolds Skaters (8), Joe 
and Jane McKenna, Schnickelfritz 
Band (6), Benny Baker Co., Salici 
Puppets; ‘Spawn of the North’ (Par), 


Two acts with a film flavor, both 
new, color the current quintet of 
turns at the State. Layout in toto 
is fair vaude, but nothing particu. 
larly socko or distinguished save 
perhaps—of all things—the closing 
marionet turn, Salici’s Puppets, un- 
quetnaahiy the best Punch-and- 
udy revue in the business. It's a 
dandy sight act, ideal for a spot such 
as the N. Y. Rainbow Room and a 
cinch for anybody’s theatre. 


Helen Reynolds and her Cham- 
pion Skaters (8) open on rollers 
with their standard daredeviltry, 
|Femmes do amazing acro-terp rou- 








| tines and are a flashy opener. Joe 
| and Jane McKenna are Enockaboos 
|of a typed vaude vintage. The 


| somewhat heavyweight sister threat- 
ens mayhem and assault upon her 
vis-a-vis and that constitutes the 
major burden of their slambang 
libretto. Freddie Fisher and his 
Schnickelfritz Band (New Acts) 
have been around, but for the rec- 
ords they're ‘noticed’ again. Benny 
Baker, stooge alumnus, now has a 
stoogery all his own (also under 
New Acts), and he comes here as a 
sort of minor film name—a_ type 
that’s proved strong b.o. around the 
(country. Baker does well. 

|. Salici Puppets finale with their 
|highly elaborate revue, wherein no 
detail of costuming or musical syn- 
chronization has been slighted. 

Abel. 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Oct. 22. 
Pepper Martin’s Mudcat Band, 
Milt Douglas & Priscilla Pierce, Aris- 
tocrats (12), Gilbert Bros. (2), Carl- 
wee ‘Broadway Musketeers’ 











With no names to draw in the 
shekels, coupled with a weak pic- 
ture, house is due to slow down this 
week. Running time of 54 mins. has 
okay acts, but no standouts. 

Given headline billing is Pepper 
Martin’s Mudcat Band, consisting of 
Rip Collins, Francis Bordagaray, 
Bill MeGee and Bob Weiland, all 
with the St. Louis Cardinals. They 
have a dugout informality but lack 
smooth operation. Get off some 
gags and play a few hillbilly tunes 
to fill their 14-minute spot. 

Gilbert Bros. open with slow mo- 
tion control balancing on horizontal 
bar, coming out to one to work with 
|hand-to-hand balancing. Win a 
healthy salvo. Aristocrats, six boys 
and six girls, split their turn into 
two appearances. First {is musical 
comedy tap, okay without causing 
any excitement. 

Carlton Emmy scores solidly with 
12 perfectly trained dogs, who gar- 
ner a lot of laughs with their com- 
edy antics. Has an unusual opening 
when Emmy comes on as single to 
sing about his girl friends, finally 
introducing those who have ree 
mained faithful, the hounds. 

Milt Douglas takes over the lion’s 
share of time with 21 minutes of 
gags. Tells thea himself first, then 
acts as straight for femme, Priscilla 
Pierce, ending up with more gags 
tossed back and forth. Material is 
clean and audience responds with 
plenty giggles. Aristocrats close 
with dance routine in which they 
combine waltz, adagio, tap and 
ballet, for okay curtain. 

Biz thin at third show writag fst 

iley. 


STANLEY, PITT 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 22. 
Ted Lewis Orch (14), Dany 
White, Eddie Leonard, Shelton 
Brooks, Snowball Whittier, Dancing 
Gales (6), Loretta Lane, Verne Al- 
len, Johnny Coy, Lewis Singers (6); 
‘Arkansas Traveler’ (Par). 


Year in and year out, Ted Lewis 
becomes more and more of an insti- 
tution and his sentimental formula a 
tradition. Times may change, but 
Lewis stays put and nobody would 
have him different. Current unit’s 
about the best he’s brought around 
in several seasons, chock full of solid 
virtues, best of which is still Lewis 
himself. 

Lewis isn’t kidding when he steps 
out onto the apron and says ‘home 
again.’ This is one of his hottest 
spots and if he’s occasionally disap- 
point it by toting the same layout 
several seasons in succession, he cer- 
tainly comes through this time. The 
old standbys are here, but they’re 
expected. On the other hand, he’s 
inserted novelties, sock acts, a swing 
down memory lane and more A-l 
ingredients than the ordinary show- 
man can properly digest in an hour. 

Lewis is among the topnotchers 
and proof of that can be found in the 
way he runs off the hybrid elements 
of his present lineup. For his showy 
finale he’s snatched a bit of his re- 
cent engagement at Billy Rose’s N. Y. 
Casa Manana, building it around 
Eddie Leonard, the veteran minstrel, 
and Shelton Brooks, latter composer 
of ‘Darktown Strutters Ball’ and 
‘Some of These Days.’ Swell show- 











Continued on page 45) 
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ACTS 





BENNY BAKER 

With Jerry Brandow, Jeffrey Gill 
15 Mins.; One and Audience 
State, N. x. 

‘All the World’s a Stooge’ is Benny 
Paker’s billing, now that this stooge 
alumnus is back with a mild Holly- 
wood rep and two stooges all his 
own. Starting as a foil for other 
comics, Baker developed into quite a’ 
celluloid funster on his own, and so 
his current engagement at Loew’s 
State on Broadway is in the light 
of a ‘personal appearance,’ and there 
are autograph hounds at the stage- 
door. 


What saves Baker chiefly is an, 
engaging, boyish personality, so that | 
even when he ‘talks back’ to the} 
audience he’s free from the danger | 
that’s usually attendant to such ex- | 
cursions.into audience repartee. This 
came to light via a longwinded story 
about 10c.. worth of peppermints, 
and it’s all right for Baker to ad lib 
that, ‘anyway, it’s clean; that’s a new 
thing nowadays,’ but when he offers 
to send a mike out into the audience 
for repartee anc a two-way conver- 
sation, that’s something else again. 
He was being heckied at this catch- 
ing, but it was an incipient affair. 

His opening Hebe gag, his over- 
emphasis on Al Rosen’s name as the 
manager and a couple of other things 
were on the negative side of the 
ledger. The convincers are his 
aides, Jeffrey Gill, vocalizing “Thanks 
for the Memory,’ and Jerry Bran- 
dow, corking tapster, who also rings 
in a switch on the staircase routine. 
Brandow and Baker reprise a ‘chal- 
lenge dance’ routine that’s quite 
funny, and it takes them all off 
brightly. 

Baker, during Gill’s tenoring, goes 
into the audience, in order to better 
view ‘my stand-in. voice.’ (The 
tapster is allegedly his stand-in 
hoofer in films). That makes for a 
little comedy. 

Of basic vaudeville heritage, Baker 
at least tries to be different and for- 
tunately only makes the Hollywood 
thing a casual background. He was 
originally Lou Holtz’s stooge. 

In the present trend towards minor 
picture names in what seems to be 
a growing number of vaudfilm dates, 
the b. 0. response has been good. 
Baker falls into that category and 
should please, if not socko. Abel. 





FOSTER and ADAMS 
Comedy Dancing 

7 Mins. 

Nixon Cafe, Pittsburgh 


Foster and Adams have a classy 
little dance act that needs only a 
little more situation material to go 
places. They have a nice panto- 
mimic flair and specialize in the 
slightly satirical rather than straight- 
forward burlesk. Their barbs are 
shot in quietly without any to-do 
and might be pointed up a bit to 
widen their audience. 

Something showier on the sock 
side for a finish would help, too. As 
it is, they’re too matter-of-fact about 
everything and much of their best 
stuff is so incidental it escapes the 
eye. Starts off with the gal, a nice 
looker, going into a sneezing spell 
at every crucial spot in the routine; 
then go into a bullfighter satire with 
swinging capes that are always go- 
ing the wrong way. 

Right now for the swank floor 
spots. Need additional body to the 
turn for the stage. Cohen. 


HARTZELL and BENSON 
Singing 

11 Mins. 

Show Boat, Pittsburgh 


Not unknown to radio, Hartzell 
and Benson should have no trouble 
in the niteries either. For the class- 
ler spots, particularly, they’re a good 
bet. Boy-gir] team go in exclusively 
for the light opera arias. Here 
they’re sticking to a medley of ‘Vag- 
abond King’ tunes, with a couple 
from ‘Blossom Time’ tossed in for 
good measure. 

Team looks good and pipes match 
their physical appearance. Suggest 
the typical musical stage singing 
team of a few years back and need 
only some stylized arrangements to 
carry them along. They go it in- 
dividually, too, upon occasion and 
each in his own right a top-flight 
warbler. Over big here. Cohen. 





THREE TITANS 
Acrobatic 

10 Mins. 
Paradise, N. Y. 


A sock acrobatic act, the Three 
Titans will not have to go begging 
for work. Equally suitable for the- 
atres as for floors, the turn has the 
class to command the best engage- 
ments in these fields. 

Routine of the three men, all ath- 
letic and young, is almost poetic in 
its smoothness and beauty. Also dif- 
ferent, with slickness another ele- 
ment. 

Titans do mostly hand-to-hand 
work, combinations, endurance stuff 
and the like. With one man wrapped 
around the body of another, a lift 
Tom a prone position on the floor 
provides a strong finish. Act did not 





open with new show here couple 
weeks ago, having been added since 
then, Cc 


FREDDIE FISHER and 
SCHNICKELFRITZ BAND (6) 

Hokum Orchestra 

20 Mins.; Full 

State, N. Y¥. 


Freddie Fisher’s Schnickelfritz 
Band (6) comes under the 1937-38 
heading of novelties along with jit- 
terbugs, quiz programs and kindred 
contemporaneous phenomena. A 
corny-hot sextet, the Schnickelfritz- 
ers commanded attention when at 
their hideaway Minneapolis-St. Paul 
roadhouse, to the degree that Decca’s 
records and Warner Bros.’ $25,000 
(for a Rudy Vallee film, ‘Gold Dig- 
gers in Paris’) carried their rep in 
wider fields. 

Their stuff defies description, ex- 
cepting that it’s off-the-cob, but 
with a_ tongue-in-cheek * attitude. 
Their theme song is ‘Oh, Mr. Corn,’ 
to begin with, and they disprove 
everything about America’s alleged 
swingomania and hyper-~sophistica- 
tion in its dance music, about in the 
same ratio that Jan Garber enjoys 
a vogue with his long-underwear 
dansapation 

In this case, the Schnickerfritzers 
essay weird stage pictures for neo- 
hot effects; they try to trick up their 
reed and horn work (maestro 
Freddie Fisher—not to be confused 
with the vet songwriter of that name 
—manhandling a clarinet and a 
burping sax), and go in for all sorts 
of comedy hoke and byplay. 

Combo has been around on per- 
sonals, but this is the first New Act 
listing, chiefly for the records. Their 
buffoonery is frank and unashamed, 
and Fisher further takes the curse 
off it by coming down to the foot- 
lights and asking the customers, 
‘Stinks, doesn’t it?’ In between, how- 
ever, their hokum R.R. band effect, 
their corny-hot version of ‘12th 
Street Rag’ and the like, round out 
an acceptable 20 minutes of rostrum 
divertissement. Abel. 


NORMAN BROS. (2) 
Comedy, Dancing 

6 Mins. 

Folly, Brooklyn : 

Couple of straight men in need of 
a comic. Candidates for an S.OS. 
call. Lads look like the two stooges 
who were in vaude with Al Norman 
a couple of years ago and much of 
their material is the same. It wasn’t 
exactly hot off the griddle then and 
it’s getting no warmer fast. 

One lad is a deadpan feed, the 
other deadpans lame-brain answers. 
Also a few ludicrously burlesqued 
ecard tricks. If laughs were curves 
they couldn’t make a pretzel. 
end up with an eccentric dance. Not 
bad. Hobe. 


TERRY WALKER 
Songs 

6 Mins. 

Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y. 

Terry Walker, singing starlet, has 
been playing feature parts in films, 
including with Paramount, She is 
long on both looks, voice and per- 
sonality, as well as having a flair 
for selling. Floor show setting seems 
to be something she takes to readily. 

Swine of the rowdy brand is not 
Miss Walker’s forte. She has a nice 
soprano voice, range of which is 
above avc-age, and her numbers are 
selected to fit. Miss Walker did two 
songs here, when caught, and over 
well, Char. 


MIDGIE, THE WONDER HORSE 
Trained Pony 

10 Mins. 

Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y. 

Going in for animal acts over here 
and seemingly starting out by favor- 
ing horses, another little equine 
being on deck in the sha of 
Midgie, who’s billed as the Wonder 
Horse. He's all of that, the same 
as Texas Tommy‘s pony was, in 
ahead of him. 

Midgie unties handkerchiefs 
wound around one of his rear legs, 
picks ’em off the floor, understands 
counting and either nods assent or 
shakes his head when asked various 
questions. Customers are picked out 
as subjects, trainer asking horse 
color of some lady’s hat, or other 
things. Char. 





CARLISLE SISTERS 

Dancing 

4 Mins. 

Leon & .4die’s, N. Y. ; 
Very fast team of dancers is ideal 

for floors where the pace is gen- 

erally rapid. The faster the better 

for this sister pair. ; 
Carlisles engage in tap dancing 

that is- characterized by speed and 

a food deal of pep. The music they 

use is of the fast swing type. Tech- 

nique is good and appearance the 

same, Char. 


ADELE, TRENT AND SAWYER 
Ballroom 
10 Mins. 
Folly, Brooklyn 
Adele, Trent and Sawyer have 
gone novel in this one, male having 
blonde and brunet femmes as his 
foils. They’re garbed appropriately, 
but their numbers little agility. 
They do a waltz, which is very 
trying; a musical comedy number 
that’s only slightly faster, and a 


'rhumba, which is their best. Act 


har. ‘needs considerable speeding up. 


They | 


PEPPER MARTIN & MUDCAT 

BAND 
Music, Comedy 
14 Mins. 

Lyric, Indpls, 

Making their first stage appear- 
ance, big league baseball players are 
greatly in need of their rep on the 
diamond to put them over. Band is 
composed of Martin, Bill McGee, 
Francis Bordagaray, Bob Weiland, 
Rip Collins and a youth from the 
minors, Olaf Brown, who appears in 
bare feet. 

Collins is the smoothest talker of 
quintet, appearing in street clothes 
to act as m.c. Others wear gay 
baseball uniforms with cowboy boots 
and 10-gallon hats. Followers of 
the horsehide pastime probably are 
iSatisfied with an eyeful of their 
heroes, but they hold little talent. 
;Quartet gives out on home-made 
bass, harmonica, guitar and fiddle on 
|‘Blue River Train,’ ‘Rancho Grande’ 
and a nifty called ‘Willie; My Toes 
Are Sore.’ Olaf Brown, whom Mar- 
tin says they picked up hitch-hiking 
}on the way to fill the date, swings 
'a harmonica on ‘Just. Because.’ Only 
baseball atmosphere, outside of the 
juniforms, is story told by Martin 
jand ribbing of Collins about Cubs 
jlosing the Series. Finish with 
|‘Chicken Reel,’ in which Weiland 
jand Bordagaray imitate barnyard 
fowls, with others sending out the 
rustic rhythm. Hardly _ strong 
|enough to rate headline billing. 





TEXAS JIM LEWIS (5) 
Instrumental, Singing 
25 Mins. 

Weller, Zanesville, O. 

A better than average turn of cow- 
boy instrumentalists (5), all good 
singers, adept musicians and nice 
looking. They’re garbed in costumes 
of black and white. 

Lewis himself has quite a reputa- 
tion on the networks and is a ver- 
satile entertainer. He possesses a 
good voice and makes a capable 
leader for his crew. Gets a lot of 
laughs from his ‘hootnanny’ and con- 
glomeration of horns, gongs, wash- 
boards, bells on wheels, It’s pleas- 
ing family entertainment. 

First time in these parts, playing 
mostly one and two nights in smaller 
town houses. Mack. 


THE MacARTHURS 
Dancing 
9 Mins. see 
| Boulevard Tavern, Elmhurst, N. ¥. 
Here is a smooth class act that 
should do equally well in night club 
or theatre. Darrel and Joyce Mac- 
Arthur are personable blondes with 
interesting routines set to musical 
arrangements by Bunny Berrigan, 
Darrel’s brother-in-law. 
Conventional exhibition waltz is 
| the opener. Steps are familiar, but 
grace, rhythm and airplane-spin fin- 
ish garner good results. This is fol- 
lowed by an eccentric number in 
sailor outfits with good acrobatics 
and slides by both, Joyce carrying 
off her partner at the close, 
Skillful and showmanly. Gilb. 


LOIS KAYE 
Singing 
1l Mins. 
Boulevard Tavern, Elmhurst, N. Y. 

The Boulevard Tavern thought it 
had found the answer to its prayer 
for a warbling looker when it booked 
Miss Kaye and offered her a long- 
time contract, but she opens Monday 
(31) in Chicago with Jan Garber at 
the Blackhawk Cafe. Young and 
long on appearance, she sings stand- 
ard pops and pop ballads. Good ar- 
rangements and well-modulated de- 
livery in the lower registers get her 
across nicely, but the high tones 
aren’t all they should be. 

‘Little Lady Make Believe’ and 
‘I’ve Got a Pocketful of Dreams’ ar 
sold effectively. Gilb 





AUDREY NOONAN 

Singing, Dancing 

12 Mins. 

Boulevard Tavern, Elmhurst, N. Y. 

A subdued edition of Martha Raye, 
Miss Noonan isn’t realizing as much 
as she should, or could, with the 
proper material. When caught here. 
she sang conventional pop tunes and 
followed each with a tap routine that 
wasn’t outstanding. 

Undistinguished arrangements 
aren’t enough for this performer. 
She needs punchy material and dit- 
ties that provide an outlet for a 
strong voice. Gilb. 


MICH.’S ‘MORAL PROBLEM’ 


Rum Board Would Segregate Un- 
escorted Men and Women 








Detroit, Oct. 25. 

Michigan night spots face added 
building costs if state rum board car- 
ries out proposal of separate bars 
for unescorted men and women. 
Edward W. McFarland, board chair- 
man, said plan would be patterned 
| after Ontario (Canada) setup and 
would ‘go far toward solving a seri- 
ous moral problem’. 

Order would require many spots 
| to ‘provide space where unaccom- 
| panied men would have to do their 
| anaes, and a separate room for 
unescorted women and mixed parties. 
McFarland named Detroit, Grand 
Rapids, Flint, Pontiac, Jackson, Kala- 
mazoo and Muskegon as cities where 
i plan may be tried out. 








Variety House Reviews 





STANLEY, PITT 


(Continued from page 44) 
manship and the oldsters come 
through, with Leonard going into 
‘Roly Boly Eyes’ and ‘Ida,’ and 
Brooks delivering his impression of 
Bert Williams before sitting at the 
piano and knocking out a couple of 
his best-known songs. Present gen- 
eration may not know Williams, but 
it has a good instructor in Brooks, 
whose mimicry is tops. 

Standouts in early section are Six 
Gales, three boys and three girls, in 
some classy ensemble dancing, and 
Danny White, pantomimic hoofer on 
the antic side, who later comes back 
with Loretta Lane for a wooden sol- 
dier routine in Lewis’ musical trav- 
elog and even after that for a Joe 
Frisco at the sentimental curtain. 
Verne Allen is spotted effectively in 
a brief ballet interlude and Johnny 
Coy registers nicely in a short tap 
session. 

Lewis is again carrying a femme 
singing quintet for incidental back- 
ground and presents them in a nice 
novelty. Drop in form of huge pipe 
organ drops from flies and girls’ 
faces are behind openings in the 
pipes. It’s a good-looking flash and 
number they do gains much by the 
showy presentation. . Standby, as 
usual, is Charles ‘Snowball’ Whit- 
tier, who’s doing more than in past 
and making all of it click. 

He's doing the ‘Me 
Shadow’ bit with Lewis yet, but it’s 
been developed further and there’s 
a nice surprise at the end when a 
couple of gals, one sepia and the 
other white, come out at the same 
time for a distaff version. Situation 
has also been amplified and a laugh 
line gets it off this time. In addi- 
tion, Whittier has a session with the 
baton. leading the boys through a 
hot ‘Tiger Rag’ while Lewis sits with 
the gang and gives out on the clari- 
net. Show runs just an hour and 
it’s packed tight. 

Cohen. 


Biz big. 
STRAND, B’KLYN 


Nils T. Granlund, Collins & Peter- 
son, Dorothy Jeffers, Florence Spen- 
cer, Chiquita, Michi Taka, Dinore, 
Helena Anderson, Tanya Lubova, 
Eleanor Woods, Ruth Barnes, Hilda 
Ferguson, Helen Buckley, Continen- 
tal Thrillers, Teddy King house 
orch with Midgie Fellows’ Jitterbug 
a ‘Broadway Musketeers’ 
( ). 











Nils T. Granlund parades his unit 
here this week. House has been do- 
ing fair with the combo policy since 
putting it back six weeks ago on 
full rather than weekend basis 
which was in effect last year. This 
show should do a little better than 
previous weeks, not because its en- 
tertainment value is higher but be- 
cause NTG’s informal stuff clicks 
better in a spot of this type. Fact 
that most of his unit commutes from 
his Midnight Sun nitery, on Broad- 
way, gives plenty of opportunity for 
plugs for his spot. 

House runs dance contests Friday 
nights in addition to the regular 
stage fare, bringing in. about a dozen 
shag and Lindy teams. Draw of jit- 
terbug contests as b.o. lure these 
days is suggested by the fact that a 
smooth-strutting ballroom pair pea- 
bodied off with first prize when 
caught (21) with house packed. 

Teddy King, house’ orchestra 
leader, foregoes the m.c. chore in 
favor of NTG and Collins and Pet- 
erson, pseudo-comedians. © They 
work along the lines usually found 
in NTG units, heckling each other, 
the acts, the audience and anyone 
in sight. Some of it manages to be 
funny, rest is windy but the crowd 
goes for it. Collins midway 
trumpets ‘When Day Is Done’ while 
N and Peterson give him a 
double hotfoot. 

Dorothy Jeffers opens the bonafide 
entertainment with a neat tap done 
in transparent, blue-legged outfit. 
Her taps are clear and pleasing but 
she suffers from poor band accomp. 
Also in the tap class is Ruth Barnes, 
who stands out. Her heel and toe 
bit, a la Powell, tops anything else 
on the bill. Florence Spencer, high 
kicking semi-acro dancer, in blue 
outfit, impresses with a smooth bit. 
Makes her forte, one-legged kick- 
ing, done with half turns, look easy. 

Dinore and Tanya Lubova add up 
to a lot of nothing. Former does 
a Spanish tune, which she follows 
with a few terps. It’s a good op- 
portunity to showcase a couple of 
neat gams. but that’s all. Tanya 
Lubova is in the same class, though 
she doesn’t vocal. NTG spiels about 
her aristocratic Russian parentage 
while being heckled from a box by 
Collins. Chiquita contributes a 
rhumba on her toes, which she does 
well, and Michi Taka a nice bit of 
taps and interpretive stuff. 

Cute little blonde, Helena Ander- 
son, does the same tunes she han- 
dles at the Midnight Sun. First, a 
Swedish folk tune, then, ‘A-Tisket.’ 
Midgie Fellowes is the band’s vo- 
calist and comes on late for a 
couple, doing ‘Lullaby in Rhythm’ 
and ‘Lady Is a Tramp.’ Voice isn’t 
bad but her enunciation could be 
improved. Eleanor Woods does a 
meaningless passion dance. She's 








and My | 


also part of the Midnight Sun con- 
tingent. Effect here is much better, 
however, due to better lighting. 

Continental Thrillers are a stand- 
ard rollerskating trio. Go through 
the usual spins, with two men al- 
ternating in carouseling the femme 
via leg holds, etc. Leads up to the 
comedy and, with stooges from the 
audience collecting cash from NTG 
for volunteering to be dizzied. Final 
volunteer is the usual 300-pounder. 
Hilda Ferguson and Helen Buckley 
are beauty contest winners on tap 
* NTG’s nitery and are on only for 
ows. 


SCALA, BERLIN 


Berlin, Oct. 14... 

Georgie Hale Girls, Eleanor Knight, 
Ed Lord, House Line, Adalet, Os-Ko- 
Mon, Carmen Romero, Buster Shaver 
with Olive & George, Cardini, Lot- 
tie Werkmeister, Mimi Shorp, Hans 
Sommer, Cuban. Trio, Paul Hoer- 
biger, Dave & Dorothy Fitzgibbon, 
Will & Gladys Ahearn, Gene Shel- 
don, House Orch. 








Though the October bill at the 
Scala, yclept ‘Broadway Follies,’ is 
pretty much overcharged with chant- 
ings and hoofings, the ‘manager, Edu- 
ard Duisberg, has dressed and staged 
it so effectively that even those who 
like their vaude straight have no 
kick. Biz okay. There is marquee 
in Paul Hoerbiger, vet thesper, and 


| then, of course, the folks want to get 





a look at. the Georgie Hale chorus. 

Hale girls get the show off to a 
peppy start and look cute with only 
bare legs and sailor jackets. Eleon- 
ore Knight, billed as an Eleanor 
Powell pupil, is on for a short, fast 
terp, giving way to Ed Ford with 
the canines, Whitey and Dolly. Walt 
Disney is said to have called the for- 
mer ‘the smartest dog in the world’ 
and when you see Whitey in his soup 
and fish doing a drunk act, there is 
no questioning the claim. Gets huge 
applause. Dolly, standing on _ the 
very tip of one paw, storms the 
house with her adagio-like posishes 
and caps this by doing a double som- 
ersault and coming back to her mas- 
ter’s index finger on her two front 
paws. 

House line then appears followed by 
the Hale gals carved in very eye-fill- 
ing ensembles. Adalet, Turkish danc- 
er, looking plenty come-on as she 
shakes her bustle, is succeeded for no 
good reason by Os-Ko-Mon, who war- 
hoops into this languid atmosphere. 
In spite of being badly spotted, he 
goes over okay. Act starred at the 
Karl May festival near Dresden. last 
summer. Next is the Andalusian 
dancer, Carmen Romero, doing a na- 
tive terp. Olive, a midget, does a 
ballroom acro combo with Buster 
Shaver. She looks sweet, is well 
dressed and clicks. George, another 
midget, is also in the troupe. Car- 
dini keeps the folks interested with 
the knotting of kerchiefs that never 
knot and the throwing away of 
lighted cigarettes that are instantly 
replaced. Whole series of cards in 
fan-shape keep appearing in his 
hand. Billed as the only sleight-of- 
hand artist in the world to work 
with gloves. 

Next is a performer’s club in N. Y., 
with Lotte Werkmeister, vet single 
woman in Berlin, omtng as owner 
and herself setting the ball rolling 
with her old mugging still going 
strong. Warble goes over big. Mimi 
Shorp does a song, revealing melodi- 
ous voice and then breaks into high 
kicks which could be better. Hans 
Sommer, at the ivories, is plent 
hot. The Cuban Trio gives. an of- 
fering of instrumentals and songs 
that go over well. Romero is back 
again in a terp that is even better 
received and gives way to Hoerbiger, 
who does two Viennese songs. He 
should stick to thesping. : 

Second bracket finds the house or- 
chestra on stage, looking okay in 
white and ditto for the line. Four 
Hale showgirls, cute in Mars cos- 
tumes, have it out with a girl who 
floats around with the dove of peace. 
Dave and Dorothy Fitzgibbon follow 
with two ballroom numbers, go over 
well and are replaced by Olive in a 
Mae West takeoff in black ostrich 
feathers. Quick change to white and 
a whirlwind terp with miniature 
partner storms the house. Miss 
Knight is back with a good tap but 
in a dress that’s most unflattering 
to her. 
bacon is the Will and Gladys Ahearn 
team. He can sure twiddle a mean 
lariat and their dance duet with a 
lasso is high-powered but it’s his 
Russian floor work that wins the 
house. And doe: he have to beg off! 

Gene Sheldon features a simple- 
ton map and togs with nitwit antics 
that draw laughs all the way. Banjo 
strumming is tons. Plenty of good 
business with femme foil, Loretta 
Fischer. Rousing finale closes. 

Trask. 


Hula Unit to Coast 


Los Angeles, Oct. 25. 
Hawaiian spectacle, ‘Paradise Is- 
land,’ i. due on the Coast next month 
after playing fairs through the east. 
Bert Levey office booked turn into 
Den er Thanksgiving. 








Hula ynit with 50 people is owned 
by E. K, Fernandez. 





Act that takes home the. 
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Variety Bills 





NEXT WEEK (Oct. 31) 
THIS WEEK (Oct. 24) 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week 








— 








NEW YORK CITY, 
State (27) 


Loew 





Rudy VaHee Co 
BALTIMORE 
Century (27) 

Eton Boys 

Miriam Mack 
EVANSVILLE 

Majestie (27-29) 

Rainbew Rev 
NORFOLK 
State (28) 

Major Bowes Co 





Paramount 








LeRoy & Brown 
Kemble Kean 
| Selma 3 
| Betty Jumel 
George Prentice 
May Jack & Buddy 


PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (23) 
Fred Bartholomew 


Cass, Owen & Topsy 


Texas Jim Lewis 

Bey Foy 

Toy & Wing : 
WASHINGTON 
Capitel (28) 

Cheater Hale Co 


George Beatty 


Frazee Sis 
Paul Haakon 
Eunice Healey 














NEW YORK CUFY | Orrin Tucker 


Parameant (26) 
Raymond Scott Co 
Mark Warnow Orc 
Maxine. Sullivan 
Ann Miller 
Wences 

CHICAGO 
Chieage (23) 


Gene Krupa Orc 


FY. WAYNE 
(28) 
Glenn Gray Orc 
MILWAUKEE 
Paince (21) 


Baglert & Schein 











Dir: 


JAY and LOU 


SEILER 


RADIO CITY 
MUSIC HALL, 
Week Oct. 27th 
MARK J. LEDDY 





NEW YORK 

















RKO 








NEW YORK CITY 
Music Hall (27) 

Sylvia Mannon. Co 

Yoicha Hiracka 

James Merrison 

J & L, Seiler 

Rockettes 

“orp de Ballet 

Erno Rapee Symph 
CHICAGO 


Palace (28 
Chester Hale Gis 





Ross Wyse Jr Co 


Sybil Bowan 
Gaston Palmer 
COLUMBUS 
Palace (21) 
Johnnie Woods 
Pansy, the Horse 
Euntee Healey 
Ozzie Nelson Orc 
Harriet Hilliard 
SCHE ADY 
Prector’s (27-29) 
Ned Wayburn Co 








Warner 








NEW YORK CITY 
Strand (28 


Horace Heidt Ore 


BROOKLYN 
Strand (28) 
Johnnie Davis 
Wayne Morris 
Midgie Fellows 
(21) 


N T G Rev 
Midgie Fellows 
PHILA 

Earle (28) 
Henry Bussey Ore 
J & J McKenna 
Jean Florian 
Ella Logan 
Kernan & Ingram 

(21) 

Fre@ Bartholomew 
Bellett & Eng Bros 


| Velyne Hague 








Nancy Healey 
James Evans 
Herbie Kay ie 
Stanley (21) 
Ted Lewis Orc 
Herbie Kay Ore 
Sicanat Waite 
ney 
Bellett 2s Bros 
6 Juggling Jewels 
Gae Foster Gis 
6 Continentals 
R Side & Whit 
eyn e 
YORK 


29) 





Strand (28- 
Minnevitch Co 
Easton & Odette 








Independent 





NEW YORK CITY 
" Rexy (27) 


Abbott & Costello 
Mario & Floria 
Var Gambols 
Gae Foster Gals 
Paul Ash Orc 
DAVENPORT 
Orpheum (30-1) 
Glenn Gray Ore 
DAYTON 
Colonial (28) 
Stone & Barton 
Carleton Emmy Co 


Pepper Martin Co 

Reddingtons 
INDIANAPOLIS 

rie (28) 

3 Swifts 

Frank Payne 

Maurice & Whalen 

Dorothy Byton Gls 


Phil Spitalney Ore 
SIOUX CI 
(28-30) 





Orp 
Bernivici Co 





< 


London 





Week of October 24 


Dominion 
Rico Gypsy Gls 
CAMDEN TOWN 
Gaumont 
6 Yuk Ching 
Svivesier & Warren 
Billings & Chase 
PHAM 
Granada 
Rico Gypsy Gls 
EAST H 


Jack Francois 
Low & Webster 
4 White Flashes 
3 Milson Sis 
Wyn McCarthy 
Jock McAuley 
Bobby Howell Bd 


Premier 
Addis’n, Syivia & M 
GREENWICH 
Granada 


Jack Francois 


Low & Webster 

4 White Flashes 
3 Milson Sis 
Wyn McCarthy 
Jock McAuley 
Bobby Howell Bd 


HAMMERSMITH 
Palace 


Bernardi Swingers 


Granada 
Troise Mandoliers 
Johnny Nit 

ISLINGTON 

Blue Hall 


6 Yun Ching 
Bernardi Swingers 
STRATFORD 


Broadway 
Addis’n, Sytvia & M 





Henshaw 
We 3 Fellows 








Provincial 





Week of October 24 


ABERDEEN 
Ti 


vi 
British Bailet 
Stanley King 
Los Cottrilles 
Lesite Strange 


Van Dock 
Bimbo Jay & C 


EDINBURGH 
Royal 
Naylor & Desmond 


Harry Coady 
SHEPH'’KDS BUSH 
Pavilien 


GLASGOW 
Pavilion 


| Murray 


Gaudsmith Bros 
Eddie Fields 
Mario Lorenzi 
Websier Gibson 





Cabaret Bills 





NEW YORK CITY 


Armando’'s 
Jimmy Vincent Orc 
Reed Lawton 
Frederica Barker 


Areola. Inna 
(Areela, N. 3.) 


Jerry Carr Ore 


Ruth Warren 
Kay Bliaire 

George Scotti 
Walter Cole 


Barney Gallant’s 
Angela Velez 

Anna Belle i 
Shirley Mayo 
Carter & Bowie | 


Bill Berteletti’s 
Angelo’s Rh’mba Bd 
Illis Dion 
Eleanor Etheridge 


Roberta Kent 


Bill’s Gay 90's 
Charlies Touchette 
John Panter 
John Eliot 
Don Cortez 
Jim Phillips 
Mary Roberts 
Harold Willard 
ArthurBehan 
Harry Donnelly 
Spike Harrison 
Bernie Grauer 


Beulevard Tavern 
(Elmbarst, L. 1.) 
C’ntinental Thrill'rs 
Aubrey Noonan 
Mildred Roselle 
June Boyd 

Mac Arthurs 
Dorothy Wenzel 
Cameron Crosby 
Jan ¥Fredrics Ore 


Brick Club 
Hot Lips Page Ore 
Ann Lewis 

Cafe Loyale 
Penn Wayne Ore 
Casa Manana 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Jay Freeman Ore 
Lanny Ross 

Sheila Barrett 
George Givot 
Prances Faye 


James Rushing 


| 
} 
Chiquita Venezia 
| 





Paul Gerritts 
Frank Libuse 
Biltmorettes, 
Betty Hutton 
Mildred Law 
Lester Allen 
Ann Pennington 
Yvette Rugel 
Joe Howard 
Harry Carroll 
Irving Conn 


Casine Cubane 


Deon Alfredo Ore 
Consuelo Morene 
Ramon & Lucinda 
Central Park Casine 
Pancho Ore 
Dezi Arnez Ore 
Ramon & Renita 
Club Casaneva 
Dave Apollon Ore 
Mili Monti 
Dario & Diane 
Wences 
Marion Pierce 
Horatio Zito Ore 
Clob 18 
Jack White 
Jerry Blanchard 
Doc Lee 
Shad Mitchell 
Pat Harrington 
Frankie Hyers 
Willie Grogan 
Leila Gaynes 
Beale St Boys 
G Andrews Ore 
Club Gaucho 
Dimitri & Virgil 
Natalia Kordova 
Trini Plaza 
Celia Villa 
Juancito 
Don Miguel Ore 
Club Yumuri 
Don Mario Ore 
Fantasia Nova Ore 
Nena Montes 
Los Marinos 
3 Aztecas 
Cortez & Maida 
La Milonquita 
Corse 
Sam Robbins Ore 
Ernest Kramer Ore 
Rhoda Chase 
Ann Hudson 
Nathano Bros 
De Rondo & Barry 
Cotten Club 
Cab Calloway Ore 
Nicholas Bros 
Berry Bros 
W C Handy 
Dandridge Sis 
Sister Tharpe 
Mae Johnson 
Timmie & Freddy 
June Richmond 
Jigsaw Jackson 
Vodery Choir 
El Chieo 
Don Alberto Ore 
Joyit & Maravilla 
Dorita & Valero 
Francisco Ramos 
El Morocco 
Ernie Holst Ore 
El Rie 
Hugo Martani Ore 
Gus Martel Ore 
Peggy Fears 





Baron & Blair 


Famous Door 


Count Basie Ore 
Mary Burten 


Greenwich Village 
Casino 

Ray O'Hara Ore 

Larry MacMahon 

Diana. Reed 

Liberto & Owen 

Eleanor Wood & D 


| Murray & Best 


Havana-Madrid 


Nano Rodrigo Ore 
Juanite Sanabria Or 


| Carlos & Carito 


Pancho & Dolores 
Felipe de Flores 
Sarita Herrera 
Rosita Ortega 
Hickery Heuse 
Joe Marsala Orc 
H’weed Restaurant 
Lee Shelley Ore 
Bob Russell 
Pepper January 
Hal & H Abbott 
Baby Alyce 
Collegiate 6 
Hetel Ambassador 
Dick Gasparre Ore 
Vincent Bagale Orc 
Eleanor French 
Renee de Janette 
Albins 
H’tel Belmeont-Piaza 
Val Olman Ore 
Nan Wynn 
Ray Hunt 
Diosa Costello 
Hetel Biltmore 
Frank Novak Orc 
Hal Hutchison 
Crawford & Caskey 
Fashionettes 
Emily Stephenson 
Claire Sherman 
Joan Whitney 
Orio Thomas 
Lowell Pontee 
Virginia Sianford 
Hetel Commodore 
Sammy Kaye Ore 
Hotel Edison 
Les Brown Ore 
Miriam Shaw 
Johnny Johnson 
Hotel Essex House 
Rich’a Himber Orc 
Deli & Hamory 
Hetel Gov. Clinton | 


Eddy Mayehoff Orc 
Betty Gale 





Hotel Lincoln 
Tite’s Swingtetie 

Hetel McAlpiz 
J Messner Orc 
Gonzales & Menen 
Jeanne D’Arcy 
Hotel New Yorker 


Edythe Wright 
Jack Leonard 

3 Esquires 

Helen Myers 

Ross MacLean 
Skeets Herfurt 
Dorothy Wilkens 
Maurice & Cordoba 
Rosini 


Hotel Park Central 


Carter 


Tommy Dorsey Orc - 





Jerry Blaine Ore 
Skippy Burton 
Randy Brooks 
Garland & Marla 
Bob Flinch 


Hotel Piccadilly 
Adrian Rollini 3 
Hote ierre 
Harold Nagel Ore 
Hotel Plaza 
Eddy Duchin Ore 
Don de Vodi Ore 
P & G Hartman 
Sally Clark 
Hotel Ritz-Carlton 
Emil Coleman Orc 
Happy Reiss 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Roger Pryor Orc 
Lane Truesdale 
Hotel Savoy-Piaza 
Emile Petti Ore 
Dwight Fiske 
Hotel Sherry- 
Netherland 
Teharkovsky Ore 
Geo Scherben 
Hotel Sit. Moritz 
Basil Fomeen Orc 
Yvonne Bouvier 
Theod're & Denesha 
Hotel St. Regis 
(Iridium Room) 
Charles Baum Ore 
(Maisonette 


) 
Mathey Ore 
Billy Hicks Ore 
Eva Ortega 
Boris Belostotski 
Hotel Taft 
Enoch Light Ore 
Peggy Mann 
George Hines 
Light Brigade 
Hetel Waldorf- 
Astoria 


Benny Goodman Or 
Cobina Wright Jr 


Hotel Warwick 


Gerry Morton Orc 
Dell O'Dell 


Hangaria 





Gene Kardos Orc 
Bela Villanyi Orc 


Victoria Rane 


| Peggy Ware 
| Walton & Joanne 


Dr L Barsony 


| Lillian Dawson 


Ziga Bela 


| Leon Kramer 


International Casino 
Larry Clinton Ore 
Vincent Travers Orc 
Val Ernie Orc 
Eileen O'Connor 


Tito & Valdez 


Eddie Rio & Bros 
Bood & Bood 
Shyrettos 3 
Grace & Nikko 
Marion Manning 
Maria Serban 


Ivan Frank 


Ruth Elroth 
Serny Tucker 
ivan Frank 
Jimmy Kelly's 
Joe Capello Orc 
Gladys Faye 
Mary Lane 
Montmartre Boys 
Johan Rockwoed 
Vaughn Comfort 
Daany Higgins 
Ira Yarnell! 
Sid Hawkins 
Tanya 
& Schaub 
Lee Leslie 


| Gleria Marsh 


Peggy de la Piante 
Lynn & Deering 
(Inga Borg 
Margaret Grey 

Gi Kat Cheb 
J Luneeford Orc 

La Conga 

Ramen Ramos. Orc 
Oscar de la Rosa Or 


Tommy Goodwin 
Larue 
Eddie Davis Orc 
Toseph Smith Ore 
Graziella Parraga 


Le Coq Rouge 
Geo Sterney Orc 
Tisdale 3 

le Mirage 
Ray Scott Quintet 
Harry Horton Orc 
Hazel Scott 
Liewellyn Moss 
Le Ruban Bleu 


Nora Sheridan 
Elsie Houston 
Morgane 
Hayward & Allen 
Bowers & Walter 


Leon & Eddie’s 


Eddie Davis 
Lou Martin Ore 
Elinor Troy 
Ford Crane 
Terry Walker 


Carlyle Sis 


Lura Bennett 

Midgie 

Renee 

Carmen 

Iris Adrian 

Wally Wanger 6 
Merete Cellar 

(Hoboken) 

Gl’ dys Gooddings Or 

Max! & Mary 

Peggy Bovard 

Harold Blaine 


Midnight Sun 


Jack Melvin Ore 

Diane Raye 

Carol Bruce 

Letty Kemble 

Lya Lane 

Margverite Adams 
Moen Paris 

Charlie Murray Orc 

Virginia Uppercu 

R’yal Lukewela B’ys 
Mente. Cario 


Senorita Nina 

Lois Leeds 

Jack Rosello 
Maya's Congans 
Pierre Beaucaire 
Mildred & Maurice 
Julian Altman 
Gaston 


Place Elegante 
Bill Farrell 
Benn Kauf 
Tommy Mills 
Joe White 
Wally Shulan 
Leo Lazare Orc 
Plantation Club 
Skeets Tolliver Ore 
Baby Scruggs 
Hazel Calloway 
Jim Harris 
Paradise 
Russ Morgan Orc 
Della Carroll 
Harry Jackson 
Noll & Noland 
Frank Paris 
Gloria Day 
Gloria Whitney 
Mexicali 3 
| Pepper Pot 
| Joe D*Andrea Orc 
| Hareola Aloma Ore 
Iris Ray 
Boyd Heathen 
Aloha Shaw 
Queen Mary 
| Joe EWiis Orc 
| Katherine Tate 
| Corlies & Palmer 
Florence Herbert 
Ann White 


Rainbew Grill 


‘Paul Kain Orc 
Martynn & Michael 
| Rainbew Room 
Al Donahue .Ore 
Eddie LeBaron Ore 
| Paula Kelly 

Rath Nigey 

Alec Templeton 
Estelle & LeRoy 


Roand Rowih 


Paul Humphrey 
Margo 

| Gene Conte 

Marie Renard 

| Jack PMotop 

| Madeleine de Sator 
Lou Williams 


Russian Kretchma 


Voledia Katov Ore 
Nastia Potiakeva 
| Simeon Saksonsky 
Simeon Karavaeff 
Marusia Sava 
Daria Birse 
Michel Michon 
Mischa Osdonoff 
Klavdia Kapetova 
Sergei Ignatenko 
Stork Club 
| Sonny Kendis Ore 
Jose Lopez Orc 
Tokay Magyar 


Frank Dougias Orc 

Ilona de Thury 

Johnny Carter 

Marget 

Marina & Norina 
Versailles 


M Bergere Ore 
Panchito Ore 
D'Avalos Dancers 
Yacht Club Boys 
Village Barn 
Mitchell Ayres Ore 
Laura Dean 
Zeb Carver Co 
Whirling Tep 
Geo Morris Ore 
Russel! Pracken 
Irene Stanicy 
Ramon Ringo 
Stephen Harris 





| 





Jerry White 
Ann Gale 
Wivel 


Chariey Bowman Or 


Bob 

Amelia Gilmore 
Deane Dickens 
Marion Carrol 

Connie Joyce 





Al Smalt 
Ted Lester 
Yacht Club 


Hal Hope Ore 
Fats Walier 
Lee Wiley 
Mildred Fenton 


LOS ANGELES 


Bali 
Charlie Lawrence 
Bruz Fietcher 
Beverly Wilshire 
Lou Sailee Ore 
Bob Hall 
Rita & Rubins 
3 Nonchalantes 
Annabelle 
Tommy Trent 
Shep Fields Orc 


Cafe Caliente 


| Elenita 
Hotel Pennsylvania | Diana 
Kay Kyser Orc | 


| luz Dasquez 
| 


Leo 


Juan Navarro 
Eddie Aguliar Orc 
Cafe De Paree 
Geo Bookesta Ore 
Cafe La Maze 

Vi Bradley 

Park Avenue Boys 
Clover Club 

Kings Jesters 

Cocoanut Grove 

Lois Whiteman 

Harry Barris 

Edna Sedgwick 

Wayne King Ore 

It Cafe 

Joe Moshay 

Bob Searles 

Bill Roberts Ore 

derry’s Mandalay 

Frankie Gallagher 

Oliver Alberti 

Jimmy Kerr Orc 
La Conga 

Harry Rosenthal 

E Durando R’ba Bd 


Dorothy Dare 
Ted Dawson 


Little Club 


Jane Jones 
Tiny Meridith 
Chas Thorpe 


Omar’s Dome 
Ray Bradford Ore 





Terry Green 


| Bernice Lynn 


Eddy & Tours 
Dorothy Roberts 
Walter Wade 
Elmer 


Palomar 
Emil & Evelyn 
4 H'weod Co-Eds 
Elmo Tanner 
Red Ingle 
Parker & Gibbs 
Country Washbura 
Joe Mole 
Laura Lee 
Perry Como 
Ted Weems Ore 


Paris inn 


Paul 
Carolina Dyne 
Marguerite .& M 
Dominic Columbo 
Thora Matthison 
Ken Henryson 
The Gregorys 
Henry Monet 
Chuck Henry Ore 


P Selznick’s Club 
Nanita Torras 

Jan Rubini 

Rose Murphy 
Evelyn Farney 
Max Fidler Ore 
Billy Lankin 


Seven Seas 
Danny Kawanna 
Bob Matthews 
Kay Kanaai 


Semerset House 
Hal Chancellor 
Noel Neil 
Dorothy Ellers 
Marjorie Dee 
Harry Ringland 

Topsy’s 
3 Debutantes 
Niek Cochrane 
Muzzy Margellino 
Ted Fio Rito Ore 

Trocadero 
Ice Carnival 
Jose's Cuban Bd 
Bob Grant Orc 


V Hugo Restaurant 


Griff Williams Ore 
Charlie Vaughna 


CHICAGO 


Bismarck Hotel 

(Walnut Room) 
B Cummings Ore 
Connie Barlow 
Dopey Johnson 
Betty Gray 
Ruth Pryor 
Manno & Stratford 


Blackhawk 


Bob Crosby Ore 
Marion Mann 


Maclovia Ruiz 
Jimmy Byrnes 
Loma Cooper 
Jack Gaulke Ore 


Blondies 
Dolores Green 
Billy Kemp 
Fritzie Bey 
Edna Leonard 
Pam Adair 
Eleanor Johnson 








| Betty 


| Dot 


| Chalk 


Winchell & T, 
| Bernie Green 





Hazel Talbot 
Rosita 


Blue Goose 
Ralph Hovey 
Frances Roma 
Jane Imes 
Harry Singer Ore 

Breveort Hotel 

(Crystal Room) 
Florence Schubert 
Charles Baldwin 
Grace Katrol 


| Norma Ballard 


Breadmont 


| Herb Rudolph Ore 


Virginia Dovell 
Millicent 

Betty Wren 
Henry Simons 
Billie Fargo 

& Phytiss 
Caravan 
Kddie Gorman 
Rocke Romano 
Toddy O'Grady 
Don Morgan 

& Jerry 
Edna Leonard 
Carl Seholtz Ore 


Ches -Prree 


Abe Lyman Ore 
Harry Richman 
3 Owford Boys 
Detty Avden 

6 Jitterbugs 
Rese Blane 

Den Orlando Orc 
Kvans Aderables 


tab Al 


Carel Abot 

Jane Jordan 
Rusty Ward 
Jerry Hunter 

W Werthingten 
Steen Bright 

© Harris Orc 
Virginia Roberts 


Cleb Alabam 


Harriet Norris 
Jane LaVone 
D'r’'thy D' Heughton 
Sadie Moore 

4 Ambassadors 
Phyllis Brooks 
Marjorie King 
Effie Burton 
Bernie Adler 

Dave Uneils Ore 
Robinson Ore 
Eddie. Roth Ore 


Club Spantsh 


Hal Barber 
Millicent DeWitt 
Coeper & Madras 
Dorothy Dawn 
Loretta DeRoer 
Ralston Ens 
Joe Nitti Ore 
Colony Club 
Lillian Carmen 
Hildegard 
Jose Manzanares Or 
Hugo dePauls Ore 
Colosimos 
B & F Gilbert 
Zang & Todd 
Heien Holmes 
Billie Machell 
Jackson, Reeves & § 
Olga Dane 
Fritzie Lure 
Banflelds 
Botby Danders 
Bob Hyatt 
Pronaph Gis 
Hollywood 6 
Henri Gendron Ore 
Club Delisa 
Evelyn White 
Eloise Williams 
Bristle & Gay 
John Oscar 
Rhythm Willie 
Bunny 
Ross & Butler 
Sam Theard 
Charles Isom 
Partello Gis 
Red Saunders Ore 


Drake Hotel 
(Geld Coast Reem) 
Hal Kemp Ore 
Judy Starr 
Bob Allen 
Saxie Dowel! 
Harry Wiliford 
Mickey Bloom 
Jack LeMaire 
Eddie Kusby 

Dutch’s 
Ralph Cook Rev 
Rittman Dancers 
Roberta 
Peggy Moore 
Helen Dove 
Mort Lund Ore 


Edgewater Beach 
Hotel 
(Marine Room) 
Dick Stabile Ore 

Evelyn Oaks 

6 of Hearts 

Muriel Gray 

Harriet Smith Gls 
El Dumpe 


Betty Brooks 
D Dolline 
Gerry Gray 
Eddy Makins 
Phyliss Brooks 
Pat Paige Line 
V Canova Orc 
Famous Door 
Jimmy Kennedy 
Shirley Grey 
Esther Whittington 
Jimmy Dunn 
Al Robinson Ore 
4th Club 
Homer Roberts 
Olga Anton 
Annette Elwood 
Joan Costello 
Kitty Frances 
Shorty Ball Ore 


Franke’s Casine 
Jue Fong 
Harvey & Haxtion 
Betty Bennett 
Dick Hardin 
Honey Lee 
Dol Marcelli 
Evelyn Watere 
Jerry Hunter 
Buddy Kirbie 
Rocke Elisworth 
Bob Tinsley Ore 


Gay 90s 
Madeline Giddings 
Ruth Thomas 
Lew King 
Colleen 
Ione O'Donnell 
Jack Connors 
Dot Keith Gls 
B Danders Jr Ore 

Gay Paree 
Wellington 
Eve Yvonne 
Mickey Dunne 
Virg O'Brien 
Mise Bilis 
Bernice Bodel 
Bob Riley Ore 

Grand Terrace 

Sonny & Sonny 





Dusty Fletcher 
Howell & Coles 
Sallie Gooding 
Dot Soulters 
Connie Harris 
Leonard Reed Gls 
Kar! Hines Ore 


Graemere Hotel 

(Glass Heuse Rm) 
‘Den Pedro Ore 
Ted & Mary Taft 


Bill Anson 
Mildred Rock 
Natasha 

Sally O’Day 
Marcia Wayne 
Jean Mode 
Frances Willer 
Art Buckley 

Al Wagner 
Billie Myers 
Lee Berling 
Dorothy Johnson 
Muriel Love 
Rankin Gis 
Charles Bagel Orc 


| Hickery Ina 

Case Reyale Orc 

} Fred Casey 

Terry O'Toole 

| Hi Hat 

| Bert Wheeler 

| Prank Tedd 

Frances Maloy 

Jeane Gtery 

Pal-Mar Gis 

Sid Lang Orc 

Flo Whitman Rev 

Jerry Marks Ore 

Sherone 

Nyra Lou 

Dee Adrian 

Moeriel Jasenh 
Genevieve Val 

Ivanhoe 

| Helen Sumners 

| Helen Irwin 

4 Hawaiians 

Earl Hoffman Ore 

L’ Aigien 

Mary W Kilpatrick 

George Bay Bd 

Ennio Bolognini Or 
Hetet La Satie 

(Blue Frent Reom) 

Richard Schreiber 

Biltmore Boys 

Dixie Frances 


Liberty tnn 
Stanley Mack 
Mickey Sheridan 
Thelma White 
Derothy Higgins 
Millie Erdman 
Earl Wiley Ore 

Limehouse 
Annette 
Pam Winters 
Charley del Rio 
Barney Richards Or 

MeLaughtlins 
Dick Gale 
Marie Peters 
Louise Seymour 
Nadja 
Milo Miles 
Sammy Barry 
Jules Novit Ore 


Meledy Mill 
Tiny Hill Ore 
Miami Club 


Beza White 

Billy Meagher 

Lois Lorraine 

Cookie Sydell 

Johnny Parkers Or 
Millstone 


Ann Millstone 

Apna Howard 

Ginger Wood 

Ann Heim 

Roy Swift Ore 

Minuet Cled 

Minuet Gis 

Joe Rio 

Joy Kalise 

Patricia Bioor 

Rita DeVore 

Harry Fisher Ore 
Morrison Hotel 
(Besten Oyster 


House) 

Manfred Gotthelf 

Nameless Cafe 
Joan LaMae 
Ona 
Ed Leon 
Evelyn Waters 
RaMundi’s Ore 
Helen Samms 
Mae di Fili 


Old Heidelberg 


Old Heidelberg Co 
Herr Louie Ore 
Geo Gunther Ore 








Paimer House 
(Empire Room) 
Guy Lombardo Orc 
Tommy Martin 
Holland & Hart 
J & M Mulcay- 
Abbott Dancers 


Dolly Thon 
Phil Dooley Ore 
Parody Club 


Freddie Abbott 
Marita Ryan 
Honey Lee 
Sara Thebold 
Marie Thomas 
Freddie Janis Ore 
Royale Frolics 
Bee Kalmus 
Radio Ramblers 
Eddie White 
LeBarron 3 
Spencer & Foreman 
Jack Hilliard 
Frolics Ens 
Mark Fisher Ore 


Sherman Hotel 
(College Inn) 
Buddy Rogers Orc 

Dick Kissinger 
Bob Hanon 
Elizabeth Kilton 


Polly Day 

8 Marines 

Don & A LeMaire 

Boots McKenna Gis 
Deme 

Tony Marks 

Spinsters 

Marie Sari 


Silver Cloud 


Jack Taylor 
Eleanor Leonard 
Helen Dove 
Graf & Dayton 
Jim & C Hess 
McFalls Orc 
Eleanor Leonard 
Billy Ferber 
Honore & Gladiss 
Betty Bennett 
Dixon Bros 

Mae Dee 
Marian Boyd 
Hazel Zalus 
Nord Richardson 





Harry’s N Y¥ Cab’ret 


Silver Froltcs 
Continental 4 
Ealaine Rabey 
Roma Noble 
Fay Wallace 
Art Freeman 

606 Club 
Billy Carr 
Renee Villon 
Marg Faber Gis 
Jessie Rosella 


' Vilma Joszy 


Ruby Bennett 
Ethel Brown 
B & L Cook 
Collette 
Peaches Strange 
Dolly Sterling 
Sol Lake Ore 
Tripoli 3 
Sky Recket 
Marjorie Whitney 
Dictators 
| Mathews & Shaw 
| 4 Kings 
| B Tanks Socialites 
Stevens Hotel 
(Continental Room) 
Don Julian & M 
Lois Harper 
Louanne Hogan 
Jackie Heller Orc 
Steehkade laa 
Charles Chaney 
Subway 
Timmy Meyers 
Frances Sills 
Opal Adair 
Eileen Evans 
Bozo 
Katherine Campb’ll 
Ozzie Jackson Orc 
Susi-Q 
Dick Buckley 
Molly Manner 
Betty WMarris 
Ann Hein 
Ginger Wood 
Edith Principle 
| Verne Wilson Ore 
Swingland 
Joe Johnson 
Mae Diggs 
Alma Smith 








8 Tops 
Johnny McFall Ore 


——2 


2 Rhythm Pais 
Fats Patterson 
Ted Smith 

Billy & Charles 
Jimmie Noone Oro 


Thompsen’s 16 Club 
Ray Reynolds 
D Keith Dancers 
Katzy & Kay 
Patsy Thomas 
Joan Dawn 
Claire Bogush 
Estelle Bikow 
Helen Dee 
Jitterbugs 

Three Deuces 
Art Tatum 
Baby Dodds 
Freddie Reed 





Lonnie Johnson 
Tower tan 

Buddy Lake 

Flerie Manners 

White Sis 

Inez Gonen 

Heten LaMarr 


| Alice Tanner 
Rhythm 


Gis 
Kurtis Marionettes 
Jerry Lyna 
George Arnold 
Frank Davis Ore 
Trocadero 
Gleria Remano 
Adelle. St Clair 
Terry Circle 
Roy Rarkin Ore 
Villa Muderne 
Tony Cabot Ore 
Winona Gardens 
Stan Carter 
Gigi Rene 
Delores Lee 
Diane Lane 
Suzanne Kessler 
Lucille Johnson 
Frankie Rulles Ore 
Yacht Cleb 
Gareth McGrath 
Ruth Denning 
Pinkie Tracey 
Terchy Cook 
Zig Zag 
Sunny Bouche 
Helen Dove 
Veronica McKay 
Larry Lux Ore 


Or 


BOSTON 


Brown Derby 
Mickey Alpert Ore 
Les Steele Ore 


Club Mayfair 
Lewis Bonick Ore 
Cross & Dunn 
Gls (8) 
Renee 
Lois & 


DeJarnette 
Jean 


Ceceanut Grove 
Freddie Craig Jr 
Jacques Renard Or 
| Allen & Kent 
| Arlene Wallace 
Ethel Stdney 
D Parrish 


Congo 
Eddie Deas Orc 
Crawford House 
Ray Phillips Orc 
John Steele 
Anne Richards 
Flamingo Keom 
Bob Hardy Ore 
Lynne Sherman 
3 Chandlers 
Layce & Lyman 
Frank Fontaine 
Toyos (2) 
Hamifourg s 
Don Humbert Ore 
@inger Gordon 
Hoefbrau 


(Lawrence) 

Jackie Duggan 
Hen Tey Doe 

Joe Marot Ore 


Hotel Cepiey Piaza 
(Sheraton Reom) 
Walter Miller Ore 
Merry-Go-Round) 
Jimmy Rvaolne Ore 
Hetel Bradford 
(Penthouse) 


Leon Prima Ore 
Frank Ward Ore 
Benton 2 
Ken & Roy Paige 
Paul Winik 

Hetel Essex 
Duane Marshall Or 


| Billy Kelly 


Bert Phillip’s 
Pep Babler Ore 


Ethel Seidel 
Billy Knack’s 
Donna LuPae 


;} Louis Streeter 
Blatz Palm Garden 
Louis Mason 


Blue Moon 
D Davidson Ore 
Irene Burke 
Shuttae & Kent 
Virginia Rosen 
Jay Jayson 
Gale Parker 
Cardinal Club 
Bud Vioni Ore 


Chateau Club 
John Poat 
Andrini Bros 
Bert Gilbert 
Curly Fate 
Peggy Moore 
Saxon Sis 

Clover Club 
Weber Orc 
Helen Rita 
Ruth Phillips 
Elien Rookas 
Lynn Barclay 
Mitzi Raye 
Evelyn White 

Club Madrid 
Stan Jacobsen Ore 
Bernie & Yovanna 
Roberta Roberts 
Betty Adler 
Marie Marsh 
Rose Steffen 
Frances Allis % 


Club Terris 
Jack Teeter Ore 
Ethel Warren 
Ruth Kay 
Cleon Wally 
Phil Kestin 

Conge Club 
Bob Freeman 
Mary Reed 
Jeff Thomas 
Leonard Gay Ore 

Cornies Ship 
Red Billings Ore 
Ray Block Ore 
Gene Emerald 
Ralph Lewis 

Devines Eagles 
Louis Panico Ore 
Al Buettner Orc 





| Salvy 











Hotel Imperial 


| Cliff Jarvis Ore 


Hotel Statler 
(Terrace Room) 

Leighton Noble Ore 
Edith Caldwell 
Chick Floyd 
Johnny MacAfee 
Noble 3 


| M & V Horst 


(Cafe Rouge) 
Cavicchio Or 
(Lounge Bar) 

Alfredo Seville 


| Musical Rogues 


Hetel Westminster 


Freddy Green Orc 
@ld Fashioned Cafe 
Virginia Kennedy 
New Amer. Hetel 
(Lewell) 


| Lou Clarke Orc 


Ort’s 
Don Humbert Ore 
Paradise Keataurant 
(Lawrence) 
Freddie Coombs Or 
Reyal Palms 
Margie Dorello 
Bessie Profitt 
Jimmy Kenny 
Jehnny Dixen 
Ritz Cariten Hetel 
Bunny Berigan Ore 
Seville 
Rico Ore 
Southland 
Sugar C'ne Davis Or 
Gis (8) 
Steuben’s 
(Vienna Reom) 
Jack Fisher Orc 
Powers & Joyce 
Sheppard Sis 
Harrison & Hoyt 
Towne Club 
George Harris Ore 
Trocadere 
Al Booris Orc 


Don 


MILWAUKEE 


Wally Miller Ore 
Gloria Gale - 
Jimmy De Paima 
Howard Geiger 
Hotel Schroeder 
(Empire Room) 


Eddie Varzos Ore 
Tung Ping Soo 
Jane Wilard 

Jose Bethencourt 
Ruth Martin 
Lucio Garcia 

6 Gold Coasters 
Ruth & B Ambrose 


Karl Ratsch’s 
Sepple Boch Ore 


| Helene Sturn 


Larsen’s 
Ray Meadows Ore 
Lindy’s 
Rick & Snyder 
log Cabin 
Carl Bergman Ore 


Miami Club 
Jackie Hamlin 
Mary Lou Mann 
Jackie Rogan 
Nick Lucas 
Ray Wencil 
Jane Ruhey 
Ford & Barnes 
Peasy Geary 
Johnny Davis Ore 


| Helen Kaye 


Dorothy Hamilton 


Oasis 
Marty Gray Ore 
Snooks Hartman 
Old Heidelberg 
Herman Rehfedt OF 


Open Door 
Tinney Liveng’d Or 
Packard Ballroom 
Al Cavalier Orc 
Paradise Gardens 
Anthony Doria Ore 
Paris 
Ben Boe Orc 
Jimmy James Orc 
Rendezvous 
Ketherine Kaye 
Ruth Gary 
Eleanor Sutherland 
Helen James 
Vera Robsel 


Reno 


| Rudy Sager Or 


(Continued on page 55) 
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Labor Stage, the show unit of 





Workers Union, is jealous of its amateur standing in theatricals, Louis 
Schaffer, executive director, declaring that reports among players of 
pros being engaged are unfounded. To prove the point he insisted 
that the reason for turning back “The Outward Room’ production 
which was contemplated was because the lead part called for an 
actress of experience, The part was ‘deemed too hard for our people.’ 

He stated that the general policy of Labor Stage is to cast plays 
from the ranks of the ILGWU, after which they are required to join 
Equity. Schaffer did not explain why that is done, and Equity does 
not seek membership from among the garment unionists. 
is a CIO affiliate, while Equity is in the American Federation of 
Labor lineup. Only concession to professionalism was with ‘Room.’ 

As for the long-running ‘Pins and Needles’ revue with which Labor 
Stage scored on Broadway, Schaffer says: 
that there are no non-garment workers in it. 
has an ILGWU card and has worked in a shop.’ He asks that that 
be borne in mind whenever the question of ‘professionalism’ crops 
up again in connection with Labor Stage. 


the International Ladies Garment 


ILGWU 


‘It goes without saying 
Everyone in the cast 








Despite Appearances, There's 
No English Invasion on Bway 





Impression that many English ac- 
tors are on the Broadway boards is 


erroneous, and a check-up proves 
that there are fewer Britishers in 
current plays than for many seasons, 
Fact that the new season’s successes 
are studded with stars from across 
the pond appears to have emphasized 
their appearance, but actually the 
trend is away from foreign plays and 
distinctly favors those of American 
authorship. 


Equity tabs the casts carefully, be- 
cause most foreign players are re- 
quired to pay a percentage of their 
stage earnings to the association, Ex- 
plained that ‘not all the actors with 
accents are right off the boat.” Many 
are of resident-alien standing, and, as 
such, do not come within Equity’s 
alien rules, which cal! for all others 
to pay it 5% of their legit salaries, 
with a minimum of $10 weekly. That 
coin is in addition to their dues. 


Less Than Last Year 


Last October there were 43 English 
players in Broadway attractions, but 
currently the total is 36, said to be 
the lowest number since Equity 
adopted the alien rules. After a week 
or two the number of those from 
over the pond will be reduced by 
seven, since one show with 100% 
British cast will leave town. It is ‘I 
Have Been Here Before,’ brought 
over as a unit from London. It will 
close this week, and, after playing 
Toronto and Montreal, will sai] back. 
Play is at the Guild, in its third 
week, with business very slim. 


Limelighting of the visiting players 
by the press accounts for the atten- 
tion among professionals anent the 
Britishers, but actually only a few 
are within the ringed circle. Under- 
stood that the weekly kick-in to 
Equity is away under that of former 
years. Maurice Evans, actor-man- 
ager of the full-length ‘Hamlet’ (St. 
James), is probably the leading con- 
tributor, with Robert Morley, star- 
ring in ‘Oscar Wilde’ (Fulton), the 
runner-up. 


Among the other standouts is Ray- 
mond Massey, in ‘Abe’ Lincoln in 
Illinois, but that player is a resident 
alien and also a Canadian, pros from 
the Dominion not being required to 
pay Equity any percentage of their 
salaries. Walter Huston, topping in 
‘Knickerbocker Holiday’ (Barry- 
more), is in the same classification, 
although he is not generally known 
to be of Canadian birth. 


Equity at one time was supposed to 
have been dominated by the English 
element, but that condition has long 
since changed. Pointed out that when 
the actors’ strike of 1919 was on, 
there were 800 Britishers on parade. 





Equity OKs, Nixes 


Two new agency permits were 
granted, eight others revoked, and 
18 applications for permits were de- 
nied yesterday (Tuesday) by Actors 
Equity council. Eve Gincher and Al 
Ochs granted permits. 


Identity of agents whose permits | which goes on at Syria Mosque com- | that the said Rodriguez was not a| World’s Fair. 


were revoked was not 


+ 





Extra Week’s Rehearsal 
OK'd for Harris’ Show 


Permission for Sam H. Harris to 
rehearse his new Kaufman and Hart 
spectacle six instead of the regula- 
tion five weeks was yesterday (Tues- 
day) granted by the Equity council. 
Show, which is titled ‘The American 
Way,’ cavalcade of American life, will 
use a full stage, have 24 scenes, 65 
principals and about 200 extras. It 
is scheduled to open at the Center, 
N. Y., around the first of the year. 

In seeking permission for the ex- 
tended rehearsal period, Harris 
guaranteed that if the spec runs less 
than six weeks he will pay the cast 
for the extra week’s rehearsal. Pro- 
ducer was previously granted an 
extra week’s rehearsal for his cur- 
rent Kaufman and Hart show, “The 
Fabulous Invalid,’ at the Broadhurst, 


Eeaiy Grants 
Two-Week Rest 
To Helen Hayes 


Equity made a concession in the 
matter of ‘Victoria Regina,’ which is 
playing a repeat date on Broadway 
at the Beck with Helen Hayes 
starred. Request was made by Gil- 
bert Miller, who presents the play, 
that two weeks layoff before Christ- 
mas be granted in deference to Miss 
Hayes, instead of the usual allowable 
one week, it being claimed that the 
star needed extra rest. 

Early this week, however, Miss 
Hayes said that one week would suf- 
fice. Concession was made because 
nearly the entire cast has been en- 
gaged for three seasons in ‘Regina.’ 
Also counting, is the fact that at least 
four weeks after the holidays have 
been guaranteed. Booking of the 
show has been extended from eight 
to at least 15 weeks, and it is expect- 
ed that road repeats will carry the 
‘Regina’ season into the spring period. 


Local Authors Figure 
In 2 New Pitt Plays 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 25. 
Couple of new plays by local au- 
thors getting tryouts here within next 

















seph C. Breig, reporter on Sun-Tele- 
graph, will be opening production of 
newly organized Catholic Theatre 
Guild on Nov. 8. 





‘Mimi Scheller,’ on Broadway early 


AGENTS’ BITE 


Amateur—And Proud of It 


EQUITY NIKES 





Council Refuses Requests 
for Boost in Commish and 
Revisions of Permit Sys- 
tem — Would Have Ex- 
cluded Franchise-Holders 
Now Headquartered on 
Coast 


__-—__—— 


DEFEAT UNEXPECTED 





commissions from Equity, also a 
number of other concessions, evap- 
orated last week when the council 
categorically voted down nearly 
every suggestion in the detailed re- 





port on agency conditions, Casters 
were hopeful of gaining their end 
because of the friendly attitude of 
half a dozen councillors who voted 
in favor on each point, but were 
swamped under the nays of a ma- 
jority of the 22 members of the body 
in attendance. 


Just why the Equity end of the 
joint committee acceded to the re- 
port is something of a mystery, and 
those of the council who favored 
the agents were mystified when 
clause after clause of the report was 
nixed. Net result of the attempt 
by the casters is the submission to 
the executive committee of certain 
suggestions which would tend to 
tighten up present agency rules, but 
the general permit system set-up 
will hardly be changed. 


First Blow 





Frank Furlong, | 
stock vet, is directing and producing. | 
Al Golden, who wrote short-lived | aroused suspicion, but the gimmick, | personally. Local expo execs have 


Theatrical Artists Representatives 
Assn’s basic suggestion of a joint 
standing committee to meet every 
four weeks to function as a ‘continu- 
ing contact,’ was tossec. out first and, 
as most of the other suggestions were 
predicated on such a committee, 
they were virtually discarded before 
being voted on. General opinion of 
the council was that no recommen- 
dations were made for _ which 
Equity’s machinery did not already 
have provisions to handle, 


Senior agents feel that the disinte- 
gration of their old association due 
to the lack of contact with Equity, 
but the latter’s officers pointed out 
that there is a representative in 
charge of the agency field, that its 
legal department is available daily, 
that casters may secure desired in- 
formation at any time, and that none 
has ever been denied the right to ap- 
pear before council directly. 


Hollywood Ouster Sought 

What was seen as an attempt to 
oust from Broadway those agents 
who also are active in Hollywood, 
was one of the suggestions that met 
with the council’s determined oppo- 
sition. TARA asked that such agents 
spend at least six months in their 


(Continued on page 5) 


EQUITY HEIR TO $1,000, 
BUT SMELLS HERRING 


What may be a variation of the old 
Spanish prison game was received by 
Equity last week, in the form of a 




















Spiro & Co., said to be London attor- 
neys. Letter is to the effect that one 
Abraham Rodriguez, who died some 
'years ago, had willed $1.000 to Equity. 
Also set forth that Equity’s secretary 


,coin is sent, that being a require- 
ment in the will, so the London peo- 
ple wrote. 

That feature of the strange letter 


\if any, was not discerned. Equity 


GONGESOIONG 


Expectations of legit casting agents | 
in New York of getting a boost in | 


communication on the letter head of | 





es 








| Extra Dividends 


Forty-sixth street, N. Y., has 
never had two hits at the same 
time before now, but there is no 
question about the business 
drawn by ‘Hellzapoppin’ (46th 
Street) and ‘Oscar Wilde’ (Ful- 
ton). How successes benefit 
nearby bars and cafes may be 
judged by the fact that Jim 
(Dinty) Moore’s establishment, 
which is spotted between the 
two clicks, is running upward 
of $2,500 weekly over normal. 

Added trade in Moore’s is in 
dinner business, the bar at in- 
termissions and after-theatre 
suppers. Place is getting the 
bulk of the gravy, Hotel Edi- 
son’s Blue Room across the 
street drawing a much smaller 
share. 

















4 A’s Toppers 
In S. F. Confab 


On Unification 


San Francisco, Oct. 25. 





closer working arrangement between 
the American Federation of Actors, 
the Screen Actors Guild, the Ameri- 


the American Guild of Musical Art- 
ists, heads of the Four A’s held a 





Thursday (20). 


Taking part in the discussion of a 
unified arrangement between the 
representative units were Frank Gil- 
more, Four A’s president; Ralph 
Whitehead, AFA executive secretary; 
Ken Tompson, of SAG; Vic Connor, 
of AFRA; Richard Bonelli, executive 
board of AGMA, and I. B. Kornblum, 
of Theatre Authority. 


Meeting, which was attended by 
approximately 200, was one of a 
series aimed to consolidate the or- 
ganization. It is hoped that such 
unification will make it easier to 
tackle problems now confronting the 
entertainment crafts, 


Deal for appearance of film and 
radio stars at 1939 Golden Gate In- 
ternational Exposition is expected to 
be set by Tompson during his sev- 
eral days stay here. Thompson, along 
with Gilmore and Kornblum, will 
endeavor to get the expo to make 
some sort of a commitment on, the 
number of players desired by the 
fair and the matter of remuneration. 


Fair officials have already called 
on Hollywood for names and have 
put in a request for radio artists. 
SAG and affiliates have no objec- 
tions to players appearing, provid- 
ing the Theatre Authority gets its 
cut on any cuffo bookings. 


The Federal Theatre exhibit on 
Treasure Island, site of the Expo, 
being taken up with George Creel, 
United States Commissioner, today 
(Tuesday). Exhibit will show the 
inner workings of the world’s largest 
theatrical enterprise. Four A’s prexy 
Gilmore is said to look upon the 
Federal Theatre participation as un- 
fair competition. 

Whitehead is seeking a contract 
| with fair execs calling for a wage 
|seale for AFA members ranging 
| from $35 week minimum; transporta- 





couple of weeks. ‘New Sin,’ by Jo- sign a receipt, which was enclosed | tion to and from the island, and a 
‘with the proper stamps, before the | 


foreign entertainers. Only thing 
| claimed to have held up the inking 


| of contract has been expo’s desire to 
, have Whitehead sign the contract 


| been afraid that New York may get 


| last season, has written ‘Youth Trial,’ |end was further puzzled by the fact;a better deal with AFA on its 


Equity officials explained they de- nection with Community Fund Drive him having appeared over here in 


sired to notify agents themselves, 


i here, 


plays during the past 20 years, 


However, assurance 


revealed. | ing weekend for two nights in con-| member and there is no record of | has*been given that the local con- 


tract will be just as favorable as the 
; one for entertainers in New York. 


In an attempt to bring about a] 


closed shop, with the exception of | 


Equity Broaches Hour Banking’ Idea 
To Limit Extended WPA Rehearsals 


The ‘banking’ of hours for profes- 
sionals engaged in the Federal The- 
atre Project has been broached by 
Equity, also with other suggestions 
from deputies with the relief show 
outfits. So many suggestions have 
been made by deputies that Equity’s 
committee has chosen the most 
logical for submission, but no ac- 
tion has been taken by the WPA 
heads, 

General idea about hours is that if 
a player rehearses, or is otherwise 
engaged, for more than eight hours 
daily, the overage shali be credited 
to him, subsequently to apply on the 
time sheets, Advantage to players 
would be to prevent directors, or 
supervisors, keeping them occupied 
for indefinite periods. 

Also suggested that a production 
period of between eight and 10 
weeks be adopted for the prepara- 
tion of all plays, instead of long, 
drawn out rehearsals of some attrac- 
tions which have stretched out for 
six months and even a year, Bc- 
lieved that if a 10-week rehearsal 
period is adopted it would eliminate 
much grumbling among the rank 
and filers. Believed, however, that the 
project heads hesitate adopting such 
a schedule on the ground that they 
may not be able to keep players oc- 
cupied in one way or another. Heads 
further repeat that, so long as the 
actors are paid, it should make no 
difference to them as to how they 
are occupied, for WPA is essentially 
a relief movement. 

Claimed that in the past two years 
862 actors who were on WPA re- 
signed to accept jobs in legit, stock 
or pictures, Stated, too, that in the 





can Federation of Radio Artists and | 


meeting at the Geary theatre here | 








i 


same period, others, including scenic 
artists, musicians, writers and cos- 
tumers, who similarly withdrew, 
brought the total up to 1,147, or 
about one-fourth of the project's 
personnel. How many returned to 
the project was not set forth. 


‘ROAD’ TOO TOUGH 
FOR BIRMINGHAM 


Birmingham, Oct. 25. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Broadway play 
that has been running for five years 
on the strength of its delineation of 
life among the ‘poor whites’ of the 
south, will not show in Birmingham. 
Chief of Police Riley asked the Wilby 
interests not to book the play. 

Vulgarity of the dialog and the ob- 
jectionable theme were given as his 
reasons. Chief Riley acts as censor 
for Birmingham amusements. 


Old Story by Now 


Hollywood, Oct. 25. 

‘Optical Tllusions,” a play by 
Charles Curran, Warner writer, 
and Charles Williams, screen comic, 
has been optioned for Broadway 
production by Bernie Foyer. 

Piece deals with strange doings in 
the picture business, 


Lawson OK’d 


Exception to its six-months’ alien 
actor rule to permit Wilfred Lawson 
to appear in Marc Connelly’s forth- 
coming play, ‘Land of the Living,’ 
was granted yesterday (Tuesday) by 
Equity council, Lawson, who is cur- 
rently in Gilbert Miller’s production 
of J. B. Priestley’s ‘I Have Been Here 
Before,’ would normally have to wait 
six months before appearing again 
in the U. S. 

Provision of the council waiver 
was that the rest of the cast would 
mo have to be regular Equity mem- 

rs, 




















‘Blow’ on Turkey Day 


Hollywood, Oct. 25. 

En route to New York are Leon- 
ard Fields and Jerome Mayer to pro- 
duce a legit play, ‘Blow, Bugle, 
Blow.’ 

Piece, authored by Joe Schrank 
and Nathaniel West, is slated to open 
Thanksgiving, 
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Plays on Broaaway 


Knickerbocker Holiday 


Operetta type musical comedy in two Drama in three acts presented at the | 
acts, presented by the Playwrights, Oct. Lyceum, N. Y., Oct. 21, °38 by James 
19, ’38. at the HMthel Borrymore, N. Y.; | Troup; written by Louis S. Baroldy; staged | 
bovk and lyrics by Maxwell Anderson; | by Adelyn Busnell; $3.30 top. 4 | 
musie by Kurt Weill; Walter Huston, ae Ree re ed Wever 
starred: Jeanne Madden, Ray Middleton, | Bmily Pardee. .......ecceeeeee tuth Abbott 
Richard Kollmar and Mark Smith, fea- Peeek. PAPO. 606 cick devise G. Pat Collins 
tured; staged by Joshua Logan; $4.40 top. | Margaret Pardee..........++..5.- Ruth Lee 
Washington Irving.......... Ray Middleton | Barware: ParGe@s.ccecvececccces Evelyn Mills 
Anthony Corlear.........+-- Harry Meehan | Dorothy Pardee...........++.- Babs Savage 
Tlenhoven .a..cccececccecesss- Marx Smith | Misa Mchee.......ccscecceecscse Grace Fox 
Wanderdiit .ccccccsccecececs George Watts Ann.... Je aousedveteseuwane se Muriel Starr 
Beeaeevelt cc ccccccccctccecce Francis Pierlot ; 
pe eee er rr Charles Arnt | ; 

DeVeees.. ....scke .John KE. Young| Rather elementary playwrighting, 
Renaselaer......... J es Phillips | A ; 

Aseria ore gh “"Shichard Cowdery | this medical drama by a Cleveland 

Tina Tienhoven.. Rath a ; Seger Z nro physician, who is supposed to have | 

Brom Broeck........-+ tichard Kollmar : ’ 

Tenpin Clarence Nordstrom | the backing of other doctors. As 

Boer ere ne N° Walter Huston | Stage fare it lacks too much, and in- 

General Poffenburgh......-- Donald Black | dications are the M.D.’s excursion in- 

Mistress Schermerhorn ..Edith Angold | 





Just as well that the Playwrights 
brought in ‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois’ 
before ‘Knickerbocker Holiday,’ for 
the latter attraction does not seem 
possessed of approachable draw pos- 
sibilities. Impression is that it will | 
do moderately well. 

It is Maxwell Anderson's gift to 
the group’s schedule; a departure 
into the musical field. but rather 
than the musical comedy as billed 
‘Holiday’ is more correctly an in- 
timate operetta. As such, the top of 
$4.40 does not seem to fit, despite the 
fact that the show is spotted in a 
theatre, capacity of which is less 
than those usually used for tune 
shows. 


‘Holiday’ is brightly presented, ex- 
cellently lighted, with the sky as 
visible from the wall of the Battery, 
never specked by clouds. In the days 
of the story, New York was New 
Amsterdam and what is now Times 
Square was wilderness. There is one 
substantial set, within which a small 
scene is inserted for a short spell to | 
show the interior of the gaol. It'| 
would seem that the production was | 
quite within a budget, modest in 
comparison to that usually set for 
musicals, 


From a niche in front of the, 


proscenium, Washington Irving pro- 
ceeds to let his fancy roam about the 
days when the town was peopled and 
controlled by early Dutch arrivals, | 
such as Vanderbilt, Tienhoven, Roose- 
velt, De Peyster, 

and Van Cortlandt. 





CASE HISTORY 





to show business will be short lived. 
The chasm between the established 


| practice of materia medica and the 
| newer faith healing known as Chris- | 


tian Science has been discussed be- 


| tween individuals, but this is the first 


time it has been used as material for 
the stage. Maybe there is an idea, 
but it seems difficult of application 
to dramatics. 


Author seems bent on laying C.S. 
to rest, but at the last moment there 
is a concession, one that has and is 
sometimes set forth by doctors— 
that they take care of physical ail- 
ments while Mrs. Eddy’s healers take 
care of the soul. In other words, 
intelligent physicians recognize Sci- 


/ ence as suitable for the treatment of 


neurotics. 


In the short cast, one-set ‘Case 
History,” the Pardees have one 
daughter recovering from infantile 
paralysis, but with a stiff leg, an- 
other child being healthy until sud- 
dently stricken by appendicitis. Dor- 


| othy, the kid with a gimp, has been 
| cured, but refuses to attempt walk- 


ing, until tricked into making an at- 


;} tempt by Dr. Jim Baker, who is al- 
| most one of the family and whose 
| fiancee, a nurse, is the sister of the 


kid’s mother. 


Latter, discouraged over the child’s 
condition, has called in an elderly 


| woman practitioner who lives next 
| door and nothing an convince her 
| that the healer did not cure the girl 
| by absent 
Van Rensselaer! time when the elder child becomes | circular 

Those elderly | ill and is given Christian Science, | squawked that they should have been | 


treatment. Comes the 


gentlemen ran the settlement until | until at the last minute the practi- 
Peter Stuyvesant of the silver pegleg | tioner suggests a doctor be called in. 


arrived as governor. 


one, and as Walter Huston is the 
head man in the show he certainly 
is missed. In the second part, Hus- 
ton leads the most lively number in 
the performance, ‘The Scars,’ going 


into rhythm-gimping with the en- | 


semble, to the best returns of the 
evening, otherwise an uncomfortable 
one in the theatre. It was warm and 
in the Shubertian manner the cool- 
ing system was not turned on. 


Right after ‘Scars’ came an incon- 
gruous group of Indians, referred to 
as Algonquins by Huston, who prom- 
ised to chase ’em back to Harlem. 
In the subdued light, the redskins 
were easily recognizable as hailing 
from north of 110th street and in 
those days that was unexplored ter- 
ritory. 

Play is too bookish and the cast 
too much a.k. Story mostly is about 
Brom Broeck, a young man adverse 
to taking orders. The elders order 
him strung up, but he beats that rap 
by having the noose around his mid- 
dle. Later Stuyvesant orders him 
hanged again, despite Brom’s brav- 
ery in fighting the Algonquins, off 


stage. This time the elders refuse to | 


haul on the rope and there does seem 
to be too much of the gallows busi- 
ness, the thing always being in evi- 
dence, stage center. 

Huston’s return to Broadway is 
welcome. He is supported by half a 
dozen oldsters, such as Mark Smith, 
George Watts, Francis Pierlot, James 
Phillps and John E. Young, but there 
are new faces, principally blond 
Jeanne Madden, who hails from 
Scranton, Pa., where her people con- 
duct the best hotel in town. It is her 
first Broadway chance and she lights 
the femme lead. As Tina, she loves 
Brom, but the pegleg from Amster- 
dam desires her, until convinced that 
she’s too young for a guy like him. 
Miss Madden figures in several num- 
bers, doing best duetting in ‘Will You 
Remember Me’ with Richard Kol'- 
mar, who is Brom ard who 2" i 


new on the stage, being mostly a 


radio performer up to now. 


Score is fairly attractive, including 
‘How Can You Tell An American,’ 
sung by Kollmar and Ray Middleton, 
who does Irving and whose opening 
number is strident. Kurt Weill sup- 
plied the tunes to Anderson’s lyrics, 
no trick for the prize winning 
dramatist, some of whose plays are 
in blank verse. 

There are commentaries 
politics, which are supposed to re- 
flect on the current time. One re- 
mark was that democracies are run 
by amateurs. That made the Presi- 
dent laugh in Washington, but the 
first nighters didn’t think it so funny, 
in fact the show is distinctly shy of 
laugh-getting material. : 

Jo Mielziner’s setting is attractive, 
with a mind to the ever present blue 
heaven. Ibee. 


about 


| Girl then has a ruptured appendix 
One defect is that Stuyvesant does 
not come on until pretty late in act | 


and dies several days after an emer- 
gency operation. 

Mother becomes a dipsomaniac and 
nothing seems effective in snapping 
her out of meloncholia. It is here 
that Dr. Baker suggest the prac- 
titioner come in on the case. There 
are times in the third act when the 
story is interesting, principally be- 


|cause of the good playing of Ruth 


Lee as the sorrowful mother and Ned 
Wever as the doctor. 


However, the subject matter gen- 
erally. becomes tiresome. The as- 
siduous application of the mother to 
Science, forcing her husband to fol- 
low suit, is familiar to anyone close 
to devotees of the Eddy cult. This 
is not the only authentic display in 
the _. How the lightness goes out 
of the houshold when the new ad- 
herents to faith healing verge on the 
fanatical, also is known to occur. 

Perhaps the medical folk figured 
that ‘Case History’ would be con- 
troversial enough to attract Scien- 
tists, but the impression is that group 
will prefer to pass it up despite the 
sop at the finale. Ibee. 





A Woman’s a Fool—To 
Be Clever 


Comedy fn three acts (four scenes), by 
Dorothy Bennett and Link Hanna. Fea- 
tures Ian Keith, Vera Allen. Staged by 
Frank Merlin; setting by Donald Oenslager. 
Presented at National, N. Y., Oct. 18, '38, 
by John Wildberg; $5.30 top. 








Eddie Sommers............- Edwin Phillips 
WN x dae scecesvactccuuiteesses Eddie Green 
Jef Foster......++..ccce Cesdecees Ian Keith 
Christine Foster......cccscssss- Vera Allen 
Minerva Himmel!lman. ..Sandra Stanton 
Nina Suffleva......... .-Haila Stoddard 
a eres wey eseee--Donald Foster 
Josephine Lerner......e.+...-Edith Meiser 


Rosemary Littleproud 
Margie Ann Kaufman 





John Wildberg, theatrical attor- 





ney who has previously remained in 
‘the production background, makes 
his entry as a presenter with this in- 
,nocuous trifle about a playwright- 
ing couple and a young actress trol- 
lop who almost breaks up their Ber- 
muda home. Comedy comes to 


Broadway via the strawhats and a 
road break-in, where it was reported 
to have received intensive doctor- 
ing. Still too anemic, however, and 
|a brief stay is indicated. 

| As far as the mechanics go, ‘Wom- 
|} an’ might be stencelled from a corre- 
| spondence school course in ‘How to 
| Write Plays—in Five Easy Lessons.’ 
It’s all neatly confined to a single 
set and the unities of time are care- 
fully observed. The opening scene 
| establishes the locale and introduces 
the characters, and thereafter the 
necessary pattern of entrances, exits 
situations, laugh lines and manufac- 








tured climaxes is worked out accord- 


——— = 





Shows in Rehearsal 


‘American Landscape’-—Play- 
wrights. ; 

‘Where Do We Go from Here’ 
—Oscar Hammerstein, II, .and 
Dwight Taylor. 

‘Rocket to the Moon’—Group. 
‘Blow, Bugies, Blow’—Jerome 
Mayer & Leonard Field. 

‘Henry IV’—Maurice Evans & 
|| Joseph Verner Reed. 
‘Blackbirds’—Lew Leslie. 

‘Lorelei’— Richard Aldrich, 
Dennis King, Cedric Hardwicke 
and Richard Myers. 

‘Boys from Syracuse’—George 
Abbott. 

‘The Flying Ginsbergs’—Vin- 
ton Freedley. 

*Waltz in Goose 
Jacuues Chaqueneau. 

‘Run, Sheep, Run’—Blackwell 
and Curtis. 

‘Too Much 
cury. 





Step’— 


Johnson’—Mer- 





Plays Out of Town 


——_— 





GREAT LADY 


Philadelphia, Oct. 24. 


| A new musical 





| dio; 


| settings by Albert Jehnson; choreogra 

| by William Delar. At the Forrest, Phila. 
| delphia, October 21, °'38. 

| OPRee BOF. cccccccevrecsuact Anthony Abbott 
[ PONT. cab oc cent eunedtee 
| Reporter 
Betty 


Brown (later Eliza de la Croix) 
Norma Terris 
Pierre de Moreau 
Cam FJOCGMEEs coccccceseses Joseph Macauley 
Freelove Clark Helen Ford 


Nicky Clarif. ..ccocccccccsoce Edward Craven 
Stephen Jumel......scese. Tullio Carminati 
Mme. Colette. .....ccccsecess> Irene Bordoni 
Gr eS | nar Robert Greig 
Premiere DOmSCUSOS. ..ccccccvccccsecsne 


Leda Anchutiana, 


Annabetie Lyon 





Although there has been a notice- 
able trend toward costume and his- 








Cut-Rate Parking Deal 

| Jams Up WPA in Chi 
| 

| Chicago, Oct 
| WPA Federal Theatre found itself 
| in a tough spot last week when it 
| franked circulars through the mail to 
|advertise a special parking discount 
for patrons of the Great Northern 
it pre- 
| senting a modernized version of “The 
happens 

| Deal on the parking rate was made 
| with the Lydy Co., with the Great 
| Northern customers getting a 35c. re- 
bate on all $1.10 theatre ducats if 
| they used the parking lot near by. 
| This compared with regular 50c 
_parking fee generally charged by 
| parking lots around town. 

Rival parking stations rapped the 
| free mail privileges under which the 
was sent out, and also 


25. 


| theatre, where is currently 


permitted to enter bids on the park- 
ing deal. President of the Chicago 
Parking Assn. stated that he thought 
it unfair to do’such advertising with 
|the taxpayers’ money and that it 
would be fairer to let the theatre 
patrons go to other places as well as 
Lydy’s. As soon as the squawk was 
made the FTP stopped shipping the 
circulars through the mails until it 
looked up the postal regulations. 


Engagements 


Helen Warren, ‘Heaven Can Wait.’ 
Ruth Weston, Leo Kennedy, ‘Run, 
Sheep, Run.’ 


George Macready, Sylvia Weld, 
Theodore Newton, ‘American Land- 
scape.’ 

Harold Johnsrud, Leo Chalzel, 
John Boruff, Mariana Fiory, Henry 
Oscar, ‘Waltz in Goose Step.’ 

Royal Rompel, Albert Mallinger, 
Michael Pober, Chet Wayne, ‘First 
American Dictator.’ 

Natasha Boleslavsky, Edgar Mason, 
Matt Briggs, “The Flying Ginzburgs.’ 

Carroll Ashburn, Haidi Vassler, 
Byron Shores, Cliff Dunstan, John 


O’Shaughnessy, Burl Ives, ‘The Boys 
from Syracuse.’ 














ing to fermula. Exactly by rote, the 
husband and wife are separated for 
the second act curtain and inevitably 
the third act is designated as ‘The 
next morning.’ But it’s all just too 
pat—and compietely transparent. 
Kernel of the matter, of course, is 
that Dorothy Bennett and Link Han- 
nah have merely turned out an ex- 
ercise in playwrighting without 
writing a play. Apparently they 
didn’t have anything to write about, 
so they just went through the mo- 
tions; Maybe Hollywood will be in- 
terested, but Broadway surely won't. 
With such frippery and tissue-pa- 
per characters at his disposal, Frank 
Merlin has directed the production 
with tongue-in-cheek skill. Ian Keith 
plays the vain playwright for as 
much as its worth, and Vera Allen 
accentuates the wife’s dullness. In 
the glittery and shallow part of the 
actress alleycat, Haila Stoddard acts 
as strenuously as she can, while Ed- 
win Phillips is as direct and plaus- 
ible as the part of the. wisecracking 
young actor allows. Edith Meiser 
makes the fatal mistake of being vis- 
ibly amused at herself as a produ- 
cer’s acidulous wife. Eddie Green, 
announced as making his legit debut, 
gives a broadly comic flavor to the 
part of a butler-of-all-duties. None 
of the other parts offer much. In 
fact, the whole thing is ae 
obe. 








record.) 


torical plays this fall on the legit 
stage, and although ‘Great Lady’ is 
as elaborately and painstakingly pro- 
duced as any of them, it seems rath- 
'er doubtful if this Wiman-Del Bon- 


dio offering can hope for more than | 


a mild click. 


No one can complain of the lavish- | 


!ness of the show’s investiture, and 
| Frederick Loewe has turned in a 
creditable, if not sensational, score. 


On the other side of the picture, 
, however, it must be admitted that 
the book is inclined to turgidness 
and often dullness. The leading 
character of the piece (historical and 
|! not fictional by the way) is Betty 
| Brown, who in her younger years 
i was a ‘fancy woman’ on the streets 
| of Providence, but. who later be- 
‘came the wife of a vice-president of 
| the United States and also of an 
enormously wealthy French wine 
merchant, who gave her a mansion 
| to live in and all the luxuries her 


| craver. 
The spicy history of this girl’s rise 
| to affluence has many elements of 
interest and human emotion, but the 
average playgoer will not whip him- 
| self into any frenzy of interest over 
a woman whose name is practically 
unknown. A more interesting book 
, could have been built around the 
| calculating lady from Providence. 
Cast ‘is fine throughout. Norma 
| Terris returns to the stage to make 
/a warmly-human and _ interesting 
| Betty, and Tullio Carminati is an en- 
|gaging Jumel, Irene Bordoni has 
| little to do as a dress-maker, but 
| does that little well enough, while 
| Helen Ford is amusing and piquant 
as the heroine’s maid. Shepperd 
Strudwick creates a plausible char- 
acter out of Moreau and sings with 
Miss Terris one of the show’s most 
| notable songs, ‘I Have Room in My 
| Heart.” Miss Bordoni has one of her 
| typical Gallic numbers in ‘May I 
| Suggest Romance.’ 
| Scenes at the Court of France; the 
| elaborate and well-executed ballet 
| numbers and the attractive charm of 
the costuming add much to ‘Great 
‘Lady,’ but its staying powers are 
' doubted. Waters. 


_ YANKEE FABLE 


Boston, Oct. 19. 
Comedy In three acts by Lewis Meltzer. 
| Presented by Cheryl Crawford; staged bv 
| Otto L. Preminger; setting by Harry Hor- 
At Colonial, Boston, Oct. 19, ‘38; $2.75 


ner. 


| 





top. 

Jeremiah....... Ccecescccosess Robert Pitkin 
| David..... 00s coceebocercsocs Barry Sullivan 
| Luke.....06 eccccccccescocss + Owere GlrauEe 

Asa. oc cccecccce ..Maynara Holmes 
D ONT so 6aidccseveeecd eeea--Hollis Mitchell 
| MALy...eeececeereececce eeeees Maxine Stuart 
| Busan... ...e--sccrecrccocees Eda Heinemann 
| Mrs. Lorinda Bleeker........ Miss Ina (‘laire 

Baser CHGG oo cccccecnccegeses Claud Allister 

Sergeant Hornish............ Ralph Sumpter 


j 


Gen. Sir William Howe...... 
| Col. ‘Timothy Bleeker.....- 


John Williams 





Ina Claire gives a mediocre script 
a tremendous lift and covers herself 
|with glory by making unexciting 
lines soarkle and trite situations en- 
tertaining, but the affter-effect of the 
play adds up to pale word of mouth. 

Dyed-in-wool Claire fans will en- 
joy her characterization of Lorinda 
Bleeker, but outside that coterie ‘Fa- 
ble’ hes limited appeal. Lorinda is 
the wife of a colonel in the British 
army of 1776, at the height of their 
clean-up campaign in the American 
colonies. But Mrs. Bleeker is also a 
| coquette and a sympathizer with the 
| Revolutionary cause. 

When Gen. William Howe chooses 
| to ag in for tea on his way through 
| New York to make his final charge 
on the disorganized army of George 
| Washington, Lorinda senses an op- 
| portunity to serve America in a great 
| big way. If she can detain General 
| Howe long enough for the Colonials 
| to remobilize, she can save the Revo- 
| lution. 5 
| Over the teacups the suspectible 
| general tumbles to her invitation to 
|'remain overnight. Tenaciously he 
| pursues his amorous campaign, but 
| there are many interruptions, mostly 
| engineered by a bothersome Major 
Creel (Claud Allister), who vainly 
tries to break up Lorinda’s plans. The 

unexpected entrance of the husband 
is insignificant compared to the cook, 
who almost assassinates the general 
|to avenge a relative-soldier’s death, 
|the capture of spies in the Creel 





(Closed Oct. 22; printed for the home during the night, interruptions 


comedy produced by 
| Dwight Deere Wiman and J. H. Del Bon- 
booy by Earle Crocker and Lowell 
| Brentano; music by Frederick Lowe; lyrics 
| by Crocker; staged by Bretaigne Windust; 
phy 


Charles K. Girard 
Edward Kane 


| heart craved, and Betty was some | 


couraging technique of Lorinda in 
keeping just beyond his nocturnal 
reach. 

By daybreak he is awake to the 
trickery that has delayed the entire 
British army long enough for the 
Colonials to reform their lines, but 
he still has a yen for Lorinda, and 
there is promise that he may return 
to her after the wars. 

John Williams as General Howe is 
a thoroughly convincing foil for Miss 
Claire, capably assisting her in mak- 
ing ‘Fable’ seem more vital than it is, 
Allister clicks as the nasty, super- 
efficient, meddling Colonel; Barry 
Sullivan is okay as a young rebel 
spy; Maxine Stuart clicks as his win- 
some fiancee; Eda Heinemann regis- 
ters as the menacing cook, and Ralph 
Sumpter has a good drunken scene as 
|}a blundering sergeant. 
| Harry Horner has turned out a 
| beautiful Colonial drawing room set 
which frames the entire play, and the 
lighting and costumes are very good, 

Libbey. 


ROYAL SPRINGS 


| Los Angeles, Oct. 18. 
| Comedy drama in three acts, six scenes, 
y Barton Brewne. Directed by Ben Bard. 
At Ben Bard Playhouse, Los Angeles, open- 
|} ing Oct. 18, Cast: Earl Jason, Bill Thomas, 
| Gene Rizzi, Richard St. John, Richard Rart- 
lett, Wallace Gregory, Jamis Chase, Robert 
| Emerick, Bill Mason, Grace Hamilton, 
| Martha Hartford, Roberta Wilson, Frances 
Clippinger, Elde Robertshaw, James Gibson, 
Stephen Lott, Frank Bishell, Robert Markel, 
Earl Richard, Barry Bernard, Charles Ron- 
deau, Ralph Bowman, John Gray, Douglas 
Hatton. 





by 


Barton Browne, for years identified 
with hotel life, has written an insid- 
er’s impressions of what is and should 
be entertaining behind the scene in 
the operation of a swank hostelry. 
In his ambitious essay—the title, 
Royal Springs, designating a resort— 
the author achieves a certain amount 
| of brisk comedy and a few moments 
| of tense dramatic action, but too 
much time is devoted to conventional 
depiction of hotel routine, in itself 
not sufficiently novel or significant 
to rivet sharp interest. Play stacks 
up as mildly diverting, with consid- 
erable revamping necessary to give 
it a chance on the big time. 

4 Plot concerns efforts of a neighbor- 

ing resort, operated by racketeers as 
a gambling joint, to take over the 
high-class hotel in a campaign for 
better patronage, and, failing that, to 
break down its repute and ruin the 
place so that it may drop into the lap 
'of the gambling syndicate. These 
|maneuvers are well contrived. 
| Against them for comedy are played 
|the endeavors of a wacky titled 
| mother to get her three daughters 
| married off advantageously. A press 
agent’s blurb has given the Royal 
Springs an unwarranted repute as a 
matrimonial hotbed. The daughters 
get their men—not of a rank antici- 
pated by the mother—and the hotel 
is saved from the gamblers’ machi- 
nations by teamwork of the manager 
and loyal employees. 

Cast, alternating on _ successive 
nights for the principal roles, is com- 
petent, and half a dozen characters 
stand out for arresting possibilities, 
with more polish. A gay, on-thee 
make marquis who cuts in on the 
love affair of young employees, ably 
played by Barry Bernard; the ex- 
uberant and resourceful press agent 
(Bill Thomas); the resort owner- 
|manager (Wallace Gregory), whose 
‘lines and attitude are virtually a 
brief for the ideal in hotel manage- 
ment; the femme secretary (Janis 
Chase), who detours her affections 
for a department head (Paul Chry- 
| son) in temporary dalliance with the 
| age marquis; the Lady Amble- 

ro“: role (Grace Hamilton), and 
\the racketeer (Elde Bradshaw). 

Final act moves fast and concen- 
trates the comedy and melodrama, 
but first two will profit by consider- 
able tightening and elimination of 
superfluous dialog. Curtains also are 
arbitrary and lack sharp punctuation. 
Sets show hotel lobby, cocktail 


lounge and booth in the gambling 
joint. 

















‘Dame Nature’ to Chi 


Chicago, Oct. 25. 

‘Dame Nature’ opens the legit sea- 
son for the Erlanger, coming into 
that house Nov. 7 as the third play 
on the Theatre Guild-American The- 
atre Society subscription series. 

Slated for only a twe-week stay. 
Patricia Collinge heads original cast, 
which comes in from New York. 


Future Plays 


‘Geing to Town,’ comedy by Fran- 
cis Dewitt about a screwball can 
opener inventor, now casting for a 
January tryout. 

‘The Wedding Day,’ another script 








| from the acid pen of Clare Boothe, 


has been promised a New Year open- 
ing by Max Gordon, sponsor of her 
‘The Women.’ 

‘Merchant of Yonkers,’ a new play 
by Thornton Wilder, has been desig- 
nated as Herman Shumlin’s seasonal 
bellwether. Max Reinhardt will ar- 





rive from the coast within a fort- 
iby a drunken sergeant, and the dis- | night to direct rehearsals. 
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Outsider’s ‘Help’ on WPA Pro ject s 
Belittled by Equity House Organ 





Grace Huffman, who claims to rep- 
resent a group or union of unem- 
ployed actors and some in the New 
York WPA theatre project, is the 
subject of an article in Equity’s 
house publication, although her 
name is not mentioned. Equity mem- 
bers have been approached, it is 
stated, with offers from her to ob- 
tain certain advantages that she 
claims the association cannot secure, 
but artic] states, ‘neither she or any 
such individual, nor any other or- 
ganization, can do as much as Equity 
has done and is doing for its mem- 
bers on the project.’ 


Just what Miss Huffman’s purpose 
is seems to be a ‘delicate’ subject 
around WPA headquarters. Equity 
quotes a letter from Rudolph S. 
Reese, in charge of labor relations 
in the project, which was a reply to 
a communication sent by the asso- 
ciation after investigating Miss Huff- 
man’s activities: ‘It seems almost 
superfluous to say that the admin- 
istration considers Equity better 
qualified to represent actors and ac- 
tresses than any other organization 
with which we have had dealings 
with to date.’ 


Article concludes with: ‘So now 
the members of the association may 
know how Equity feels about this 
woman and her claims, and how the 
project feels about Equity. You are 
officially instructed to have nothing 
to do with her, or her organization, 
or with any similar organization, and 
to look to Equity for any solution 
of your problems as they may arise.’ 
It was intimated that those who 
joined Miss Huffman’s group would 
be required to pay dues. She claims 
there are no dues, although dona- 
tions are welcomed. 

Miss Huffman, in a letter addressed 
‘Dear members of the theatrical pro- 
fession,’ says the article is ‘utterly 
stupid, if not altogether malicious,’ 
and goes on to say, ‘I shall continue 
to assist professionals in need to the 
fullest extent of my ability.’ 


LEGIT CHORINES 
PROSPERITY YR. 


Chorus Equity is distinctly on the 
upswing this season as the result of 
the increased number of musical pro- 
ductions. Stated that before the end 
of September there were more mem- 
bers working that during all the 1937- 
38 period. More than 500 chorines 
are now engaged in legit stage &t- 
tractions. 

There has been a heavy in¢rease in 
the number of members who are in 
good standing, total being around 
1,000, as against 600 last season, de- 
spite the fact that the organization's 
jurisdiction in the night club and 
presentation field was given to the 
American Federation of Actors, the 
vaude union. 


LUNTS’ FIVE-PLAY 
TOUR DEFINITE 


Philadelphia, Oct. 25. 

Transcontinental tour by Alfred 
Lunt and Lynn Fortanne has been 
definitely decided on. It will get 
under way Dec. 6 and run til June 
10, when they will arrive back in 
New York in time to present a six 
or eight-week repertoire to World’s 
Fair trade. 

Five plays will be presented on 
the tour, which will be the first of 
its type for the Lunts. They will be 
*‘Amphitryon 38,’ ‘Seagull,’ ‘Idiot's 
Delight,’ “Taming of the Shrew,’ and 
‘Reunion in Vienna.’ Show’s won't 
be given in repertoire but will de- 
pend on town and size of house 
played. Some towns will be played 
both on the way out to the Coast and 
on the way back, different play be- 
ing given on the two visits. 

Until the company reaches Chi- 
cago, however, it will give only 
‘Amphitryon’ and the ‘Gull,’ which it 
was the Lunts original intention to 
present all year. Object of changing 
to the other three plays after Chi- 
cago on Dec. 6 is because of the size 
of many of the midwest and western 
auditoriums where the company will 
Zive one-nighters. It is felt that 
‘Amphitryon’ and ‘Gull’ are ‘too 














MIDGET THEATRE IDEA 
SPREADS TO SALT LAKE 


Salt Lake City, Oct. 25. 








| buck Little Theatre, Playbox, billed 
|as the ‘only midget legitimate play- 
| house this side of the Rockies,’ will 
| present three plays before an audi- 
ence limited to 50. Standees will be 
taboo. 


Playbox conceived by Robert Hyde 
Wilson, ex-University of Utah actor, 
who is director, and Robert Freed, 
youthful scion of a wealthy finance 
corporation family. Theatre will be 
located in the former home of one of 
the west’s richest mining tycoons, 
David Keith, situated in an exclusive 
residential neighborhood. 


Initialer, ‘End of Summer,” by S. 
N. Behrman, will be presented Dec. 
| 8-10. 


vidual plays. 





DEAD FOR 
LEGIT 


Albany, Oct. 25. 
Another failure to revive the legit 
theatre here—this time at Fabian’s 
2,300-seat Harmanus Bleecker Hall— 


may mean the final elimination from 
the stage-show map of this city. The 
end of a seven weeks’ season of 
stock-with-names followed closely 
upon the announcement that the 
Capitol, which vainly tried to pro- 
mote road shows, stock and other 
footlight types of entertainment, 
would be converted into a sports 
arera. 


The Hall, once Albany's leading 
legit house, but out of that picture 
for 15 years, opened Labor Day with 
Madge Evans in ‘Stage Door.’ The 
setup brought show here intact from 
Fabian’s Maplewood, N. J., theatre. 
O. E. Wee & Frank McCoy operated 
for five weeks and then quit; Paul 
Blaufox was producer for final two 
weeks, with Robert Henderson as 
director. 

Venture was well publicized. Stars 
were from pictures, radio and legit 
—Douglass Montgomery and Erin 
Obrien-Moore, Lanny Ross, Jane 
Cowl, Margaret Anglin, Violet Hem- 
ing and Esther Ralston. Prices were 
low, $1.10 top at night and 55c for 
matinees. 

Some observers thought that the 
stock policy was launched too early 
in the season and was dogged by 
unfavorable weather. Others opined 
that the nut was too high at $5,000 
weekly. Some claim that Albany 
has become a straight picture town. 

The Hall returns to double fea- 
ture films. No Albany theatre now 
has a stage show. Night clubs are 





ment, 





Albany, N. Y., Oct. 25. 

Lou R. Golding, district manager 
of Fabian theatres, said discontinu- 
ance of policy at Bleecker Hall did 
not preclude the booking of occa- 
sional road shows. Golding stated 
that ‘our losses were too consider- 
able’ to warrant retention of the 
legit setup. Patronage diminished 
rather than increased each week. 





Yiddish Stock Reopens 
Manhattan in Cleve. 


Cleveland, Oct. 25. 

Yiddish stock, dormant in Cleve- 
land for the last year, is rejuvena- 
ting the old Manhattan theatre, 
which has been leased by Oscar 
Ostroff and his troupe of 12 from 
| New York. 

Rose Wallerstein and Morris 
|Brown head company, which is 
| breaking ice with ‘Eternal Bride’ 
land ‘Rabbi’s Family.’ Ostroff stag- 
ing them for three-day stands, but 





Patterned after Pittsburgh’s Kil- | 


Season tickets for the three | 
productions selling for $3.50. No sin- 
gle tickets will be peddled for indi- | 


ALBANY LOOKS 





Close Figuring 

Mare Connelly and Bela Blau 
Sent out a call for eight singers 
to be used in the former’s ‘Land 
of the Living,’ the studio atop 
| the Belasco, New York, being 

used for the auditions. Stairs 
|| leading to the studio constitute 
|| a breath-taking climb, so the 
managers decided that appli- 
|| cants should be given time to 
| become composed. 

After studying the situation, 
they decided each singer be 
given eight minutes after mak- 
ing the climb before being 
asked to warble, 


MEMORIES OF 
MAY IRWIN, 
DEAD AT 76 


By Epes W. Sargent 

May Irwin, 76, dean of comedi- 
| ennes and in her day untouched and 
untouchable by any of her imitators, 
died in her apartment in the Park 
Crescent, New York, Oct. 22, of bron- 
chial pneumonia. She had returned 
only a few days before from her 
summer home in Clayton, N. Y. She 
retired from the stage some years 
ago. 

With her sister, the late Flo Irwin, 
she made her stage debut in 1875 at 
the Adelphi theatre, Buffalo. The 
sisters toured for two years in what 
was then known as variety, doing a 
double singing act, including what 
amounted to the more modern ‘coon 
shout’ in the lighter Negro melodies, 
such as ‘Don’t You Hear Dem Bells?’, 
Her infectious humor and rollicking 
good nature made the turn an im- 
mediate hit, and after a couple of 
years on the road the sisters found 
an engagement with Tony Paster at 
his old Metropolitan theatre. They 
were tremendously successful both 
in New York and on the road in the 
spring and autumn tours with which 
Pastor prefaced and concluded his 























the only spots for flesh entertain-| 


year’s work. 
The sisters worked in a number of 


Fur Flies When Mers., Brokers 
Huddle on Ticket Code; Gordon 
Vs. Pemberton, Beck Vs. Mayer 





Most representative managerial | 
assemblage since the ticket code was | 
devised gathered at the offices of the 
League of New York Theatres Fri-| 
day (21) to discuss the control sys-| 
tem with 18 of the more important | 
ticket brokers. Complaints from the | 
agency men and allegations, one of} 
which was not pertinent to the sub- | 
ject, against the managers enlivened | 
the session. While there were no 
expressions made by the managers 
against the code, some were critical | 
of the manner in which it is func-| 
tioning. 

Brokers declared they are losing 
patrons because unable to fill orders 
from other agencies, and smaller 
agency men charged a corner in 
tickets for the hit revue ‘Hellzapop- 
pin, 46th Street, N. Y., which is 
partly owned by the Shuberts and 
Harry Kaufman, latter being a part- 
ner in the Tyson & Co. agency. 
Brokers present stated they only got 
a total of 90 tickets nightly, few 
being center locations. Kaufman 
declared the lesser brokers are al- 
lotted the same number of tickets 
for Shubert successes das for their 
flops. 

Whether the system to control 
ticket speculation will work out had 
evoked some doubt among showmen 
because of the price fixing features. 
Pointed out that the Government 
has expended many millions in an 
attempt to control commodity prices 
and has not yet succeeded in doing 
so. 
People who do not care what they 
pay are said to be getting good lo- 
cations from unaccredited, or outlaw 
agencies. League’s enforcement com- 
mittee reports that its several in- 
vestigators have secured evidence of 
violations both by theatres and 
agencies, but so far charges have not 
been disposed of. Some house man- 
agements not in the League are 
lenown to be doing business with the 
accredited agencies, but there is a 
disposition to bring them within the 








musicals, and then the team split, so 
that May might go into the Augustin 
Daly company, then the blue ribbon 
employment of the American stage. 
She held her own in such company 
as John Drew, Ada Rehan, Otis Skin- 


(Continued on page 50) 


Chain Nut Store Asks 
Plenty Cocoanuts From 
‘Invalid,’ Aleging Libel 


Federal Nut Co., which operates a 
chain of eating places in New York 
under the name of ‘Chock Full 
o’Nuts, has filed suit for $15,000 
against Sam H. Harris, Moss Hart 
and George S. Kaufman, alleging 
libel in their show, “The Fabulous 
Invalid,’ current at the Broadhurst, 
New York. Action is based on sev- 
eral lines in a scene delivered by 
James Moore, who is also named. 

Scene complained of is an office, 
managers of a grind film house seek- 
ing a reduction in rent. Bank repre- 
sentative points out that the theatre 
is a landmark (supposedly on 42nd 
street) and the showmen reply that 
there are other landmarks, mention- 
ing the flea circus, hamburger joints 
and ‘Chock Full o’Nuts.’ 














MONITOR PASSES UP 


_ PLAY ASSAILING FAITH 


} 








‘Case History,’ written by a medi- 
| cal doctor, which opened at the Ly- 
;ceum, New York, Friday (21), was 
| passed by the Christian Science Mon- 
|itor. Subject matter of the drama is 
| controversial, with Science healing 
, assailed during much of the perform- 
,ance. However, just before the finale 
a physician in the play declares that 
Science healing is definitely effective | 
in the treatment of certain mental 
types, and a practioner, who had | 
| been dismissed, is summoned to treat | 
a melancholy dipsomaniac. 
| Monitor is usually on the second | 
night press list for Broadway pre- | 
-mieres, but first-night tickets were | 
sent for the ‘History’ debut. Seats | 





quiet’ for these huge places; that a|if business is good will go into a) were occupied, but whether by the | 


louder, noisier play clicks better. 


| full-week schedule. 


| paper’s reviewer was not known. 


| month. 


membership instead of using the| 
cracking down process. It appears | 
that one of the toughest problems | 
is to check up on how tickets for 
hits get into the hands of brokers 
not signatory to the cede. 

Gordon vs. Pemberton 


One of the brushes involving 
managers came when Max Gordon 
arose and said he had been told by 
William McBride that Brock Pem- 
berton, who wrote most of the code, 
owed the broker money. Later it 
was opined that Gordon’s remarks 
may have been inspired over pique 
that Pemberton produced Clare 
Boothe’s ‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye,’ a 
sock show, and that he felt he was 
entitled to it because of having put 
on same author’s ‘The Women.’ 

Pemberton explained that the 
McBride claim arose originally dur- 
ing an NRA code session. but de- 
clared the broker loaned him money 
as stated. About 15 years ago the 
manager had an expiring option on 
the musical version of ‘Good Graci- 
ous Annabelle,’ for which he ad- 
vanced $1,000. At the time, Mc- 
Bride’s and other agencies were dis- 
posed to back shows. Pemberton 
told the broker that he did not care 
to invest further in ‘Annabelle’ 
rights, but if McBride cared to he 
would be declared in, if and when 
the show was produced. 

McBride referred him to M. J. 
(Mike) Meehan, a_ stock broker, 
agreeing to put up $500 if the Wall 


the repeat date of ‘Victoria Regina,’ 
playing his theatre. There had been 
an agreement between the show 
management and Beck that balcony 
tickets should not be allotted the 
agencies. Stated that such tickets 
were being sold by any number of 
agencies, but it was not explained 
how the pasteboards reached the 
brokers, Defense was that diggers 
had brought the tickets at the box- 
office. 

Pemberton further figured in the 
diseussion when a broker brought up 
a warning from the manager con- 
cerning ‘Kiss the Boys.’ On the re- 
verse side of ad matter for ‘Kiss’ dis- 
tributed the agencies is notice to the 
effect that failure to display it prom- 
inently would be taken into consid- 
eration when allotting further tickets 
for the hit. 

Charge was made that the manager 
implied the brokers should discrimi- 
nate against other managers, which 
is provided against in the code, 
Pemberton said that if a broker were 
not interested enough to display the 
ads, he wouldn’t be concerned with 
selling many tickets. An equal rep- 
resentation with other producers was 
all he asked, showman feeling that 
because of his code activities, the 
agency people might be inclined to 
be lukewarm about ‘Kiss the Boys.’ 
However, the demand for the show 
is so heavy that nothing is calculated 
to interfere with heavy attendance. 

‘Hamlet,’ ‘Lincon’ Problems 

At least two shows of recent ar- 
rival appear to be problem cases for 
the league. ‘Hamlet’s’ producer, 
Maurice Evans, is not in the league, 
nor is Boris Said, who operates the 
St, James, where it is spotted. Some 
brokers are ‘taking orders’ for the 
show, but claim they do not promise 
to obtain the tickets; they are careful 
not to say they cannot handle the 
attraction because of legal reaction 
on the part of the house and show 
management. 

‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois’ was pro- 


| duced at the Plymouth by the Play- 


wrights, who are not in the league, 
but the house management is. Be- 
cause of latter, accredited brokers 
are handling tickets for the new dra- 
matic hit. It is matters like this that 
the leavue has not made an issue of, 
but which seem _ inconsistent to 
brokers. 

The Associated Theatre Ticket 
Agencies claims that league mem- 
bers are-the chief violators of the 
code, also that outlaw agencies are 
flourishing and charging $8.80 each 
for tickets priced $3.30 at the box- 
office, despite the fact that the code 
has been in operation upward of a 
month. They said they would like 
a showdown on whether the man- 
agers should not police themselves, 
before policing the agencies. 

Agency men say that they would 
be able to operate more effectively 
if permitted one interchange be- 
tween agencies, which would permit 
a premium of $1.50 instead of the 
75c. maximum set forth in the code. 
Such interchanges would apply only 
to shows in strong demand. As an 
alternate proposition, they susgest 
raising the premium limit to $1.10. 

One broker explained the situation 
when trying to fill an order. He 
made 12 telephone calls costine 60c 
before locating the desired tickets, 
making it impossible to show a profit 
on the sale, despite the fact that 
agencies are permitted to charge 25c 
ner ticket for deliveries. Understood 
the government rezards the delivery 





Streeter invested the same amount. 
Claimed there were no notes given 
in the transaction, which went 
through, but the show was not put on 
by Pemberton, who declares there 
was no mention of it being a loan. 
When extended option expired. Flo 


coin to be part of the selling price 
and demands tax upon such money. 


‘NEVER KNOW’ GIRLS 








Ziegfeld put the show on for Billie 
Burke. It was not a success. 


Beck vs. Mayer 
Another managerial brush came 
when Lester Mayer, who operates the 
Empire theatre, said that if unac- 
credited brokers were securing tick- 
ets he was disposed to consider en- 


| tering into a buy for ‘Herod and 


Mariamne’ (Katharine Cornell), 
which comes to his theatre next 
That brought Martin Beck 
to his feet, latter declaring that the 
code must be enforced and that the 
League’s agreement with Equity on 
that point could not be set aside. It 
was then brought out that all was 


FEEL ECONOMY PINCH 


Some changes in the ensemble por- 
tion of ‘You Never Know,’ Winter 
| Garden, N. Y., have been ordered. 
Four show girls are being dropped, 
with other chorines given the choice 
of taking a cut, or being replaced. 
Some of the girls in ‘Know’ are 
| paid $50 weekly, union minimum be- 
ing $35. Closing notice went up 
, Monday (25). 

Disposed to aid the girls who con- 
templated leaving the show, stage 
manager posted a call for auditions 
by Earl Carroll at the Majestic, 
| showman being east to line up talent 








}not regular concerning tickets for for his Hollywood night club. 
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Plays Abroad 





Bobby Get Your Gun 


London, Oct. 12. 
Musical comedy in two acts by Guy Bol- 
ton, Fred Thompson and Bert Lee; pre- 
sented by Jack Waller. 
Mollison. Lyrics, Clifford Grey, Bert Lee, 
Desmond Carier; music, Waller, Joseph 
Tunbridge; dances and ensembles, Freddie 


Carpenter. At Adelphi, London. 

Prunella Lockwood.......-- Bertha Belmore 
FPWR. wick ccerceccececcceresece Ollie Franks 
CUMPISO. occ ccccccccscnccevcedecccete Elsa Tee 
Bruce Lockwood.......++se++- Max Cldaker 
Bobby Lockwood.........++-+: Bobby Howes 
Pettick. ‘ sebees eodsReoees Wylie Watson 
Horace Manning......sccseess Carl Bernard 
PRO. oc btckccesdrbescescesces George Pughe 
Flash Tomkins........ccccsess David Burns 
MN oo cas tas 6 ath a bee Gertrude Niesen 
MN «cus ctcecabeateetecedes Diana Churchill 
GT on ba iicect vcccis $660eess seeees Care 





Program credits seven authors and 
composers for ‘Bobby Get Your Gun.’ 
Sometime ago mention was made 
that Walter Hackett was writing a 
new piece for Bobby Howes, but his 
name is not included among the 
seven. On form this piece looks like 
a success. Howes is at his best here. 
with excellent material and his usual 
supporting company augmented by 
Diana Churchill. Settings are in 
splendid taste and direction is good. 

Postponed through the war scare, 


show consequently was in thorough | 


working order when it preemed in 
London after out-of-town tryouts. 
Plot consists of adventures of Cam- 
bridge undergraduate, who, having 
inherited an earldom, is informed 
there’s a flaw in his claim, necessi- 
tating production of his birth cer- 
tificate. This is unearthed after some 
difficulty and right is done by our 
hero. 

Cuban scenes supply colorful back- 
ground and sinister-lurking figures 
eager to grab loot known to have 
been secreted by an outlaw, revealed 
as Howes’ father. In addition, there 
are dancing girls who undulate gen- 
erously. 

Howes is his agile, pleasing self 
in the title role, with Wylie Watson 
giving good support as a faithful re- 
tainer. Diana Churchill, as the 
heroine, who grabs the hero, and 
Gertrude Niesen, the American 
singer, oozing appeal as a gangster’s 
moll, are splendid contrasts. David 
Burns is good as a gunman, and 
Bertha Belmore plays the haughty 
spinster well. Jolo. 


When We Are Married 


London, Oct. 12. 


Farce in three acts by J. B. Priestley; 


Presented by Basil Dean. At St. Martin's, 
jJ.ondon. 

Ruby Birtle....cccccceccss: Patricia Hayes 
Gerald Forbes......sssee0. Richard Warner 
Mrs. Northrop......e.ceee- Beatrice Varley 
Nancy Holmes........-.-- Betty Fleetwood 
Pred FVGGs ic 6006 6 Alexander Grandison 


Henry Ormonroyd......... Frank Pettingell 
Alderman Joseph Helliwell..Lloyd Pearson 
Moria Helliwell Muriel George 


ee ee 


Staged by William | 


the occasion is a triple anniversary. 
They are the focal point for many 
farcical situations. 


Slow tempo is the play’s weakest | 


| point. Cast is good. But there are 
{several incidents that contribute 
|nothing to the plot’s progress and 
| these, plus the slow pace, make for 


| some tiresome patches. Jolo. 





Agents’ Bite 
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New York offices. Equity could see 
no objection to agents devoting most 


of their time on the Coast and per- | 
subordinates to handle the 
argument | 
is that the actor | 


mitting 
Broadway end. 

in favor of that, 
gets the benefit of wider coverage 


Further 


and chance for engagements either | 


in films, or the stage, or both. 
Claimed that too many restrictions 
were urged upon Equity by the com- 
| mittee. One was that none but TARA 
members be licensed, and the coun- 
cil steered wide of that idea, which 
would give the agency group control 
| of the field. Known that several of 
the most active agencies are not 
| members of TARA and have no in- 
'tention of joining. To rule them out 
of the l<git casting field was deemed 
inequitable. Suggestion of one class 


| of permits or licenses, which carried 


| with it the tilt of from 5 to 10% 

commish, was thought to have gotten 
| the nod from the council, but it got 
| thumbs down, too. 

Bond Idea Out 
Committee’s report included the 
|idea of TARA arbitrating disputes, 
but the council thought that unnec- 
essary. With that idea was a rule 
that all agents file bonds of compli- 
ance and, in the event of forfeit, the 
agents would split the coin with 
Equity, after expenses 
| Equity figured that would be going 
| into business with TARA and, if 
adopted, might furnish fertile ground 
for damage suits. 

Another suggestion which would 
have involved Equity in a mass of 
| detail wes the suggestion that the 
| permits or licenses be reviewed and 
|renewed annually. When _ issued, 
| permits have no time limit, but are 
| revokable, and agents are checked 
;up now and then. Moral effect of an 
| annual inspection was one factor in 
| that idea being shelved. 


Councillor Albert Parker.Raymond Huntley Instead of winning, as indicated 
Herbert Soppitt......-..6.+- Ernest Butcher : : 

Clara Soppitt...... esceeess. Ethel Coleridge earlier, it appears the agents lost 
Anay Parker.....+++s0++++Helena Pickard face with the council. Arthur 
Gite Grady......scee eccccecees Mai Bacon s . 5 
Fiey, Clement Mercer..... Norman Wooland Byron, president of Equity, so in- 


Mayor of Cleckleywyke....H. Marsh Dunn 





Remarkable how much farce the 
author has gained from the hack- 
neyed situation of a married couple 
who find on celebrating their silver 
anniversary that they are not really 
married at all, since the clergyman 


who performed the ceremony was 


not duly ordained. In this instance, 


J. B. Priestley takes three couples; 
——— 








timated in a statement the day after 
the committee’s recommendations 
were torn to shreds. He forecasted 
drastic tightening of agency regula- 
tions, after allegations were made of 
irregularities in the fees paid and the 
use of unaccredited casters by Equity 
members. Byron pointed out, how- 
ever, that at no time was any evi- 
dence submitted to bolster the con- 
tentions. Byron’s comment concluded 





Australian and New Zealand Thea- 
tres, Lid., Managing Directors’ Frank 
S. Tait, 8. 8S. Crick, G. B. Dean, 
Present :-— 


VIOLET CARLSON 


as the Star of 


“ROSE-MARIE” 


ROYAL THEATRE 
SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA 





with: ‘If any actor or agent has 
knowledge of such violations, let him 
submit proof to Equity and the as- 
| sociation will proceed to act upon it 
| immediately.’ 

| Equity concedes that any number 
of actors pay more commission than 
| the rules require, but that it is diffi- 














| cult to check up on such violations. 

















— — —— 














were paid. | 


Current Road Shows 


(Week of Oct. 24) 


‘Amphitryon’-‘Sea Gull’ (Lunt and 
\Fontanne), Chestnut St., Philadel- 
phia. 

‘Blossom Time,’ 
' House, Chicago. 

‘Golden Boy’ (Luther Adler-Fran- 
ces Farmer), Plymouth, Boston. 

‘Great Lady’ (Tullio Carminati- 
Irene Bordoni-Norma Terris), For- 
rest, Philadelphia. 

‘Herod and Mariamne’ (Katharine 
Cornell), Nixon, Pittsburgh (26-29). 

‘I Am Different’ (Tallulah Bank- 
head), American, St. Louis. 
| ‘Id Rather Be Right’ (George M. 
| Cohan), Hanna, Cleveland. 
| ‘Leave It to Me,’ Shubert, Boston. 

‘Night Must Fall,’ 
Elmhurst, L. I., N. Y. 

‘Of Mice and Men,’ Selwyn, Chi- 
cago. 

‘Pins and Needles,’ Cox, Cincinnati. 

‘Red Bumble Bee,’ Curran, 
Francisco. 

‘Shadow and Substance’ (Sir Cedric 
| Hardwicke), Wilbur, Boston. 





Grand Opera 





| ‘Soliloquy,’ Biltmore, Los Angeles. | 
Law- | 


‘Susan and God’ (Gertrude 

irence), Harris, Chicago. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Ford's, Baltimore. 
‘What a Life,’ Masonic Aud, Roch- 

lester (24-25); Erlanger, Buffalo (26- 

29). 

| ‘Whiteoaks’ (Ethel Barrymore), Lo- 

cust St., Philadelphia. 

| ‘Women,’ Case, Detroit (23). 

| ‘Yankee Fable’ 


(Ina Claire), Co- 
| lonial, Boston. 
‘Yes, My Darling Daughter,’ 


| Shubert, Brooklyn, N. Y. (25). 
‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ Pal- 
lace, Flint, Mich. (24); Temple, Sagi- 


inew, Mich. (25); Gladmer, Lansing, | 
Mich. (26); Michigan, Jackson, Mich. | 
| (27): State, Kalamazoo (28); Keith’s, | 


|Grand Rapids, Mich. (29). 


YIDDISH PLAY 
DAVID AND ESTHER 


Musical drama in two acts (10 scenes) 
and prolog by Louis Freiman; presented by 
Julius Nathanson. Staged by Max Henig; 
settings, Alex Chertov; music, Ilia Trilling; 
lyrics, Chaim Tauber; dances, Judith 














| Alterman. At the National, N. Y., Oct. 
| 16, °38; $2.20 top. 
| Seamstresses beedeeu<a vba Beigelman Sisters 
LinGk esse etadeonestdw sess ees Gitel Stein 
PN os ccc dnceabeeeosoauann en Anna Lillian 
| Osher PEECPTTETTTITICC TT TT TL Sam Kasten 
BMOrGecal..ccccccvcccsscereocs Leon Schachter 
BUBIMOE BIOs cccccvesdedapescovscs Leo Fuchs 
Os be cc soumeedsdedeéisestiectad Ola Lillith 
DVIS 6 6 cbctcssscewes .-Julius Nathanson 
NOEs bo bbas peccergeeuedegetve --Anna Mills 
BOREL co coccedecougeeesinx Irving Grossman 
1 RODD... cccvcccccccccesceesecess Max Henig 
Cantor. .cccocsccccece eeccceccess Kurt Kessler 
| Somia...cceccccseces eeccceccee Flora Freiman 
CRAMING.. dc cccvesecesoceoce’« Sam Josephson 
BUENO. cc ccdecdescecces e«--Diana Goldberg 
COORI. 6¢ Socccbussbiccocecesebeod Anna Loeb 
EAOGRR . o ccccccedeacscssoses Jerry Silverman 





A drama of dramas, shredding the 
last vestige of one of the oldest 
themes’ in the Yiddish theatre, is 
presented with a new, forthright 
savor by Julius Nathanson in this 
latest musical by Louis Freiman. 
‘David and Esther’ may be an out- 
moded theme, but in its presentation 
by Nathanson’s excellent, enterpris- 
ing troupe the play takes on a keen 
lustre that by far eclipses its antece- 
dents. 

It has been a long time since the 
cloud of drama has been as pene- 
trable as in this play. But the ray 
that pierces that cloud emerges in 
the ubiquitous Leo Fuchs, one of the 
best comedians treading the board 
of Second avenue. This isn’t a 
Fuchs piece by any means, since 
there are many in this cast who give 
him a close race, but he certainly 
emerges in the van. 

A comparative newcomer to New 
York’s Yiddish theatrical circles—he 
came here from Warsaw three years 
ago, where he played in the Polish 
theatre—Fuchs needs none of the 
processed, grotesque makeup and ill- 
fitting garments that many Yiddish 
comedians require for laughs. He 
doesn’t sing well—yet does it en- 
gagingly; his dancing staggers—but 
there isn’t anything to work with: 
his contortions, sly smile—they all 
are part of the most engaging per- 
sonality to come to Second avenue 
in years. 

Of course, too, there’s Ola Lillith, 
also recently from Warsaw, whose 
acquiescence of a parental demand 
to give up thé one she loves for a 
husband of her father’s choice gives 
her excellent chance for dramatics, 
and she does it well. Nathanson is 
the boy she must forsake, and he, 
too, is excellent, particularly toward 
the end of the play’s 50-year caval- 
cade, 

Other excellent performances are 
turned in, namely, by Irving Gross- 
man, Anna Mills, Flora Freiman, 
Sam Josephson, Diana Goldberg, 
Anna Lillian, Sam Kasten and Leon 
Schacter. 

Music is lilting in most respects, 
with Miss Freiman and Josephson 
clicking best in a duet. Grossman 
reverts from type in one spot and 
sings a couple of English songs 
vleasantly, though they aren’t ma- 
terially relevant to the play. Set- 
tings by Alex Chertov are adequate. 





Queensboro, | 


San | 





May Irwin 
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ner, Edith Kingdon, David Belasco, 
| William Gillette, James Lewis and 
some of the veteran comedy players 
of that day. Her engagement was a 
sensation in theatrical circles; her 
| triumph a great surprise to the many 
who regarded her as merely ‘one of 
| those variety actresses.’ 


her engagement 





| 
| 


| Following with 
Daly, which to some extent held her 
back because of his rigid adherence 
to the stock system, she 
Charles Frohman, appearing in ‘The 
| Junior Partner,’ ‘His Wedding Day,’ 
| and ‘Poets and Puppet.’ 

Reverting to the more flamboyant 
| comedies, she played in ‘A Straight 
Tip,’ with James T. Powers, and with 


| Peter F. Dailey in ‘A Country Sport’. | 


Thereafter she headed her own com- 
| pany in ‘The Widow Jones’, ‘The 
| Swell Miss Fitzswell’, ‘Courted into 
Court,’ ‘Sister Mary,’ ‘Mrs. Black is 
| Back,’ ‘Mrs. Wilson Andrews,’ ‘Widow 
y Proxy,’ ‘No. 33 Washington 
| Square,’ and finally (in 1919-20) ‘On 
| the Hiring Line’. In most of these 
| she introduced a number of songs 
and was the first to sing Charles 
| Trevathan’s “The New Bully,’ gener- 
|ally credited with being the first 
syncopated air. She had her pick of 
the season’s songs and was regarded 
as the No. 1 song plugger. She was 
paid a royalty running as high as 
two and three cents a copy on all 
of the songs she popularized. 


It was while she was playing in 
first starring vehicle, ‘The 
Widow Jones’, that she was asked 
by the Edison company to pose for 
a kissing scene in that play with 
John C. Rice; leading man for many 
seasons. They made a 50 foot pic- 
ture, credited with having been the 
first close-up, and ‘The Kiss’ was 
featured on every picture bill. It 
was strongly objected to by the 
prude societies of that day, but it 
was too valuable a property to be 
suppressed. 

She receiyed other picture offers, 
but not at a figure that looked attrac- 
tive to her, and ‘The Kiss’ was her 
only contribution to the cinema. It 
is now part of the collection of the 
Modern Film Library in New York. 

Among her intimates Miss Irwin 
was renowned as a great cook. She 
liked to put it on when called upon 
to demonstrate her culinary skill. 

She retired in 1920, going to her 
farm in Clayton, in the Thousand 
Islands, and since then had made 
fancy farming a fad. It also served 
as a_retreat for her sister, Flo, a 
sufferer from tuberculosis. 

She was first married (in 1878) to 
Frederick W. Keller, who died in 
1886. In 1907 she married her mana- 
ger, Kurt Eisfeldt, who survives. 

It was one of Miss_ Irwin’s 
treasured memories that she gave 
what was practically a ‘command’ 
performance before Woodrow Wilson. 
Her press agent sent an open letter 
to the newspapers suggesting that 
what the President, worried by world 
war, needed was a good laugh, and 
nominated Miss Irwin as the laugh 
creator. Shortly afterward sources 
close to the Chief Executive inti- 
mated that he would be pleased if 
she would include Washington in her 
tour. She immediately rearranged 
her bookings and came to the capital. 
The President and most of his cab- 
inet attended a performance of ‘No. 
33 Washington Square’. The follow- 
ing day she visited the White House 
and was created unofficial Secretary 
of Laughter. 


‘WHITE OAKS’ STURDY 
$7,300 IN BALTO 


Baltimore, Oct. 25. 


Legit season, late in starting, and 
rather sparse as to bookings, boomed 
most favorably last week. Ethel 
| Barrymore, in ‘White Oaks,’ chalked 
| up a most satisfactory $7,300 in four 
| performances at Ford’s. Figures went 
| higher than strong response of week 

before for ‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois,’ 
which garnered heartening $6,500 at 
| Ford’s, and tryout of ‘Window Shop- 
| ping’ at the indie booked Maryland, 
which drew satisfactory $5,400 for 
the week. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ currently at Ford’s, 
is a third time repeat and off to good 
advance and steady demand. Nothing 
else immediately listed, except two- 

| day date for Cornelia Otis Skinner 
F Auditorium, Nov. 4 


| her 














Estimate for Last Week 


‘White Ozks,’ Ford’s (half week) 
(1,900; $2.78). Opened bigger than 
‘Abe Lincoln’ week previous, and 
built strongly thereafter to most 
satisfactory $7,300 for four shows. 
Sell-out biz for upper floors every 
performance, 


went to| 


‘CANDIDA’ $22,000 IN 2 
L. A. WKS., THEN FOLDS 


Los Angeles, Oct. 25. 

Ann Harding’s ‘Candida’ pulled 
surprising business and checked in 
with a good $22,000 for its fortnight 
stay. Second stanza matched the 
opener’s $11,000. Company disband. 
ed after local engagement and ‘Solil- 
oquy’ took over the house last night 
(Mon.) for two weeks. Biltmore 
then goes dark until Dec. 5, when 
revival of George Kelly’s ‘Torch 
Bearers’ comes in with cast of locals. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Candida,’ Biltmore (2d-last week) 
| (CD-1,656; $2.50). Matinees strong 
factor in $11,000 take on windup 
week, but despite heartening biz 
| Miss Harding closing her brief Coast 
tour in the Shavian revival. 

WPA 

‘Run Little Chillun,’ Mayan. Com- 
fortably settled for a long run and 
doing smash biz at all performances. 
| “Two-a-Day,’ Playhouse (Holly- 
| wood). Opens Oct. 29 as one of the 
| project's most ambitious undertak- 
ings. 

‘Alien Corn,’ Belasco. Gives way 
| to *‘Volpone’ at month’s end. 











‘Take It’ Big $12,400 
In 2d Detroit Visit 


Detroit, Oct. 25, 

With last four performances s.r.o., 
|*You Can’t Take It with You’ wowed 
|’em at the Cass here on its second 
visit here in less than a year. Not as 
big a grosser as ‘Golden Boy’ was 
in opening show here a week ago, 
because of differential between $2.75 
top for ‘Boy’ and only $1.65 top for 
‘Take It,’ but latter dragged in more 
patrons than its predecessor. Result 
was a smash $12,400 for nine per- 
formances. 

Current is ‘The Women,’ at $2.75 
top, which also played Cass last sea- 
son. House is booked solid until 
well into December. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘You Can’t Take It,’ Cass 
$1.65). Given rave notices; 
last four performances to. grab 
hotcha $12,400 on low-price scale, 
Current is ‘The Women’ at $2.75 top. 


($10,000 Advance Sale 
For St. L. Little Theatre 


. With its treasury well upholster- 
ed with $10,000 obtained from sub- 
scriptions and individual advance 
sales, the St. Louis Little Theatre’s 
12th season gets under way tomor- 
row night (Wed.) with Maxwell An- 
derson’s ‘Star Wagon’ and a rosy fi- 
nancial outlook for the season. 

Other pieces to be presented are 
‘Blind Alley,’ ‘The Front Page,’ ‘Loy- 
alties, and a modern comedy to be 
selected from current New York suc- 
cesses. 


(1,900; 
S.1.0. 








2 Shows Out 


Another brace of fast flops on 
Broadway are ‘A Woman’s a Fool— 
to Be Clever,’ which stopped at the 
National last Saturday (22) after sev- 
en performances, and ‘1 Have Been 
Here Before,’ which closes at the 
Guild at the end of this week. Both 
drew unfavorable notices. 








A WOMAN’S A FOOL—TO BE 
CLEVER 

Opened Oct. 18, 1938. This, 
too, was rated as unable to 
stand up. Watts (Herald Trib), 
‘An innocent but well-meaning 
bore. Mantle (News), ‘Story 
is never really worth telling.’ 











‘Before’ was brought from London 
and is leaving after two and a half 
weeks of low grosses. It will tarry 
in Canada for a week or two and 
then sail back, 





I HAVE BEEN HERE BEFORE 
Opened Oct. 18, 1938. Critics 


agreed this wouldn't last. 
Whipple (World-Tele), ‘It’s 4 
confused and confusing play.’ 


Coleman (Mirror), ‘Diffuse and 
frequently dull.’ Anderson 
(Journal), ‘Has the same rela- 
tion to the drama as a dollar 
watch has to the Greenwich 
Observatory.’ 











‘Lightnin’ at the Golden, also 


leaves this week for a road tour. 





Leonore Coffee East 


Hollywood, Oct. 25. 

Leonore Coffee is en route to New 
York for rehearsals of her new play, 
‘The Birds Stopped Singing,’ starring 
Gertrude Lawrence. 

Miss Coffee just finished a writing 
job on ‘Red Cross Nurse’ at 20th- 
Fox. 
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$50,000 Chi Advance Sale for ‘Susan’ 
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‘Blossom No Panic, but Black 7146 








Chicago, Oct. 25. 
First mediocre box-offce arrival 
of the season was noted last week 
with the booking of ‘Blossom Time 
into the Grand. This perennial, 
however, should show a profit be- 
cause of its relatively low nut. Get- 
ting a play from the older element. 
Walls of the Harris continue to 
bulge due to the box-office appeal 
of Gertrude Lawrence. Sensational 
trade, with the house already book- 
ing more than $50,000 in advance 
sales for ‘Susan and God.’ Will stay 
here until the first of the year easily 
t the present pace. 
3 Penne of the American Theatre 


Society shows, ‘Of Mice and Men,’ | 


arrived yesterday (Monday), re- 
placing the Tallulah Bankhead show, 
‘I Am Different,’ at the Selwyn. 
Third ATS item set is ‘Dame 
Nature,’ which comes into the Er- 
langer on Nov. 7. : : 

Auditorium is becoming an impor- 
fant factor in the Chicago legit pic- 
ture, with Ada Katz having set two 
top shows for the house, “The 
Women’ and ‘I'd Rather Be Right. 
Already a great advance demand for 
the George M. Cohan show, which 
will play the mammoth arena for a 
two-week gallop. 

WPA has a Federal Theatre click 
on its hands with the modernized 
version of ‘The Mikado,’ with the all- 
colored show getting an all-around 
ylay. 
om Estimates for Last Week 

‘Blessem Time,’ Grand (2d week) 
(1.300: $2.75). Musical revival doing 
just fair trade, but figures on a profit 
at $7,500 gross. 

‘I Am Different,’ Selwyn (1,000; 
$2.75). Scrammed after four good 
weeks; Tallulah Bankhead moniker 
accounting for most of the coin. 
Okay at $9,000 for wind-up. Heads 
for southern territory. 

‘Of Mice and Men,’ Selwyn (list 
week) (1,000; $2.75). Opened last 
night (Monday) and looks for good 
stay with ATS subscription assist- 
ance. 

‘Susan and Ged,’ Harris (3d week) 
(1,000; $2.75). Bettered $18,000 last 
week, which is terrif. Wow show of 
the midwest. 


WPA 
‘The Mikado,’ Great Northern. 
Colored version garnering actual 
bucks and a genuine smackeroo for 
the Federal Theatre. 


WOMEN’ PULLS GOOD 
$10,500 IN CLEVE. 


Cleveland, Oct. 25. _ 

Considering it was a second visit 
for ‘The Women’ and followed a 
triple-repeater, “You Can’t Take It 
With Yeu,’ Hanna’s second play of 
fall semester, came through with 
good results. Clare Luce comedy, 
at $2.50 top last week, ran up to 
good $10,500. ea Ps 

Current ‘I'd Rather Be Right’ is the 
Hanna's initial new roadshow to 
bring out the regular legit pew- 
buyers, who passed up the two re- 
vivals. Started Monday (24) faster 
than a landslide, a sell-out the first 
two nights. Long lines in front of 
b. o. smacked of old times. Heavy 
demand for tickets should give 
George M. Cohan nearly a record 
gross of $30,000. 

‘What a Life’ follows Oct. 31, then 
Katharine Cornell in ‘Herod and 
Mariamne,’ Nov. 7._ Play House is 
holding over ‘Star Wagon’ and “To- 
night at 8:30,’ with latter prospering 
most. 








Estimate for Last Week 
‘The Women,’ Hanna (1,435; $2.50 
top). Chiefly femme trade and bar- 
gain-shoppers attracted by second 
engagement, but $10,500 was plenty 
satisfactory. 


‘Soliloquy’s’ Final Frisco 





Week Okay at $8,000 





San Francisco, Oct. 25. 
Although things look better here 


since the settlement of the ware-| 
house strike, which threw 3,000 peo- | 


ue out of work, the legits did so-so 
iz last week. Warm weather kept 
a lot of people out of the theatres. 

Second and final week of ‘Solilo- 
guy’ at the Curran managed to pick 
up some extra dough. ‘Animal King- 
dom,’ which opened at the Alcazar 
last Monday (17), fared better at the 
b.o. than the previous offering, ‘A 
Moral Entertainment,’ at this Fed- 
eral theatre house. 

Estimate fer Last Week 

‘Soliloquy.’ Curran (1,771; $2.75) 
{2d wk.). Word-of-mouth excellent 
on this new play. which drew around 
$8.000 on its final stanza. John Beal 
and Helen Craig the principals. Play 
has undergone some rewriting in an 
effort to cut out its choppiness. 

P 


‘Animal Kinedem.’ Alcazar (1.269; 
$1.10) (1st wk.). Off to good start. 


a 


a 


Tickets on Installment 
Plan in St. L.; ‘Pins’ 136 


St. Louis, Oct. 25. 
Three of the nine performances 
of the first local showing of ‘Pins 
and Needles’ were sold to the CIO, 
American League for Democracy and 
| Peace and a Jewish charity group, 








| helping greatly the tee-off of the | 


| 1938-39 legit season at the American 
| theatre. 
| Playgoers of St. Louis, Inc., which 
| put local legit back on the map last 
season, has started a campaign for 
|members desiring balcony seats at 
the American and an instalment plan 
| of payment will be used. 


Tullalah Bankhead in ‘I Am Dif- 


| ferent’ opened a week’s stay Mon- | 


day (24). 
Estimate for Last Week 


707; $2.24). 


tion of 3,500 members of 
ILGWU patronizing show. 


LUNTS HEFTY 
196 IN PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Oct. 25. 

With one show easily leading the 
way, Philly’s legit season went into 
high for activity last week, unless 
a blight hits the boxoffices, plenty 
more bookings are apparently sked- 
ded for these parts. 

Last week’s standout was ‘Amphi- 
tryon 38,’ with the Lunts, which got 
away to a grand start at the Chest- 
nut Street Opera House (which it 
opened for the season), although not 
quite up to the first week of ‘Idiot's 
Delight’ some seasons back. The 
Lunts will do ‘Amphitryon 38’ until 
Saturday (29) and next week will 
be seen in “The Sea Gull,’ which, 
however. will not be on subscription. 

The expensive musical comedy 
production of Dwight Deere Wiman 
and J. H. Del Bonio, ‘Great Lady,’ 
did not make its bow until Friday 
‘night (21). Will play two weeks 

and three performances. Notices 
| were generally adverse, though all 
the crix raved over the production. 
| ‘Window Shopping,’ the Tom Kii- 
patrick comedy try-out which bowed 
in at the Erlanger, couldn’t stand 
the competition and went out Satur- 
day instead of playing an expected 
second week. Eddie Dowling’s elab- 
orate costume production, ‘Madame 
Capet,’ left the Locust Saturday night 
after three weeks’ stay. Final week 
was nothing to get excited about, al- 
though show had been much im- 
proved. 

This week's only opening is ‘White 
Oaks,’ in for a fortnight at the Lo- 
cust. Next week, besides ‘Sea Gull’ 
at the Chestnut, Erlanger is announc- 
ing a return of ‘Brother Rat.’ ‘Golden 
Boy’ comes to the Locust Nov. 7, and 
the Mask and Wig show will play 
the Erlanger Thanksgiving Week. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Amphitrven 38’ (Chestnut) Ist 
week (1,800; $2.85). Opened house 
for season and business very big, 
though not quite up to ‘Idiot’s De- 
light’ record. With subscriptions 
holding figure, still hit $19,000. Next 
week. “The Sea Gull,’ but not on sub- 
scription. 

‘Window Shopping’ (Erlanger) one 
week only (1,800, $2). Went out 
Saturday instead of staying expected 
second week. Notices were rather 
good, but biz wasn’t and extensive 
| Dapering could not save it; $4,000. 
r= ce Rat’ at house next Monday 
(31). 

‘Great Lady’ 
(2.000; $3.42). 


local 











(Forrest) ist week 
Opened Friday night 





| yet. Stays this week and next. 

| ‘Madame Capet’ (Locust) 3d week 
(1,400; $2.85). Eased off in third and 
last week, although show was much 
|improved: $7,000. ‘White Oaks’ 
| opened last night (Monday). 





‘Mulatto’ 3G in B’klyn 


Brooklyn, Oct. 25. 
Reaction to legit attractions at 
| Shubert favorable. ‘Mulatto’ brought 
| in neat $3,000. At Werba’s, ‘Behind 
| Red Lights’ blinked considerably and 
faded to tune of $2,000. 
| Werba’s drops legit this week and 
| goes burlesk, with Ann Corio get- 
| ting top billing. 
Estimates for Last Week 


‘Behind Red Lights’ 
Brooklyn) (1,529; 55-$1.10). 


Weak 


| $2.000. 
| “‘Mulatto’ (Shubert) (1,750; 20-85). 
| Nice response, $3,000. 


‘Pins and Needles’ (American) (1,- | 
| 70 Copped nice $13,000 in | 
| nine performances, with good por- | 


(Werba’s | 


Cincy Gets Going 


Cincinnati, Oct. 25. 

Opening last night (Monday) of 
‘Pins and Needles at the Cox for a 
week’s engagement marked belated 
start for Cincy’s legit season. Revue’s 
scale is $2.26 tops for nights and 
$1.70 for Wed. and Sat. mats. Tallu- 
lah Bankhead, in ‘I Am Different,’ 
and ‘What a Life’ are second and 
third weeks’ fare. 

Cox has solid bookings to week 
before Christmas, except for a half 
week, when George M. Cohan and 
his troupe are in for three days. 
Latter show will be in the 2,500- 
seat Taft auditorium, which doubles 
the Cox’s capacity. Solemn front of 
the Cox has been enlivened by the 
erection of a marquee. 











! 


COHANS F. D. R. 


RIB TOPS 286 
IN WASH. 


Washington, Oct. 25. 
smart set had caught 





Although 


‘I'd Rather Be Right’ on Broadway, | 


interest among lower official set and 
pop trade, plus guaranteed George 
M. Cohan draw, carried week of bur- 


lesquing F.D.R. by name in nation’s | 


| capital to big take. 
| Town’s sole legit is dark this week, 


| with Ina Claire, in ‘Yankee Fable,’ 
set for week of Oct. 31; Alfred and 
Lynn Fontanne in “The Sea Gull’ are 
due Nov. 7, and Katharine Cornell’s 
‘Herod and Miriamne’ Nov. 14. 
Estimate for Last Week 
‘TI’d Rather Be Right,’ National (1,- 
698; $3.75 top). Got official crowd 
and nop Cohan audiences for great 
gross of $28,500. 


LEAVE ME BIG 
$23,000 IN HUB 


—_—_— 


Boston, Oct. 25. 
‘Leave It to Me,’ new Vinton 
Freedley musical, starring William 
Gaxton, Victor Moore and Sophie 


' 








when four shows bowed in, ‘Yankee 
Fable, new Ina ‘Tlaire comedy, 
showed medium promise in six per- 
formances, 

‘Shadow and _ Substance’ § and 
‘Golden Boy’ both started off with 
promising takes. All legit biz took 
a decided upswing last week and al- 
though houses were consistently sell- 
ing from the top shelf down, there 
was an increase in customers for 
higher-priced locations. 

Fred Stone comes into the Colonial 
Oct. 31 with ‘Lightnin’ for two 
weeks. ‘Boys from Syracuse’ opens 


ley brings in ‘Flying Ginsburgs.’ 
Estimates for Last Week 

‘Leave It to Me’ Shubert) (1,590; 
$3.30) (ist wk). Sell-outs practical- 
ly every performance, with group 
sales to organizations helping. First 
week big $23,000. Show is being re- 
vised plenty, with greatly doctored 
second act slated for tryout, this 
week. More dance routines being 
added by Bob Alton. Probably will 
not go direct to New York, despite 
| hefty response. 

‘Shadow and Substance’ (Wilbur) 
(1,200; $2.75) (lst wk). Registering 
nieely with Boston carriage trade. 
Around $11,000 for opening frame. 

‘Golden Boy’ (Piymouth) (1,480; 
| $2.75) (ist wk). Also clicking and 
| start-off stanza of $10,500 is promis- 


| ing. 

‘Yankee Fable’ (Colonial) (1,643: 
$2.75) (ist wk; 6 performances). 
Opening postponed from Tuesday to 


Wednesday night. Ina Claire and 





Le 


vo-~sitin, 


‘Forest’ Barren $3,500 


| 


| for initial wee 





Maplewood, N. J., Oct. 25. 
| Douglass-Montgomery, in “The Pet- 
|rified Forest’ at the Maplewood, 
| where O. E. Wee and Frank McCoy 
| have been presenting stage successes 


| with Broadway and Hollywood stars | 


|for the past four months, proved dis- 
jappointing, getting hardly more 
j than $3,500. 
| pacity houses a few weeks before in 
|‘Night Must Fall,’ English thriller. 
| Current attraction is 
| Take It With You.’ 
Estimate for Last Week 

| ‘The Petrified Forest,’ Maplewood 
| (1,420: 25-$1). Douglass Montgom- 
|ery liked here, but the play did not 
|; appeal to local theatregoers; just 
jabout $3,500. 


3 New Shows Hypo Bway Boom; ee 
‘Lincoln’ Sock 176, Knights, ‘Knick’ 
$15,000 Each, Hayes Big $19,000 





Broadway’s World’s Fair season 
looks increasingly promising, with 
the recent additions of a dramatic 
sock and two musicals which drew 
likely business last week despite 
mixed notices. ‘Abe Lincoln in Illi- 
nois’ is the newest bell-ringer, get- 
| ting $17,000 at the Plymouth in its 
| first full week. ‘Knights of Song,’ 





5ist Street (Warners’ Hollywood), 
was quoted around $15,000, while 
‘Knickerbocker Holiday,’ Barrymore, 
drew nearly as much in fewer per- 
formances. Both musicals were big 
| over the weekend. 


The leaders among the new sea- 
son’s productions to date are ‘Hellz- 


300; ‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye,’ which 
improved to nearly $16,000, and ‘Os- 
car Wilde,’ which also went upward 
to around the $14,500 mark. ~‘The 
Fabulous Invalid’ was somewhat bet- 
ter, with takings of $16,500, and 
‘Hamiet’ was credited with nearly 
| $16,000, though neither is as close to 
capacity as the others. Repeat of 
‘Victoria . Regina’ steadily built up 
and last week’s gross, near the $19.- 
000 mark, spots it among the list’s 
very best. 


pace of ‘I Married an Angel.’ New 
musicals doing fair business are 
| ‘Sing Out the News’ and ‘You Never 
Know.’ Two straight shows which 
opened last weék are ‘A Woman’s a 
| Fool—To Be Clever,’ which promptly 
stopped at the National, and ‘Case 


Lyceum, 


club meller comprise this week’s 
openings, 
cal, ‘Leave It To Me,’ will open at 
the Imperial (‘You Can’t Take It 


card also having ‘Run, Sheep, Run,’ 
Windsor, and ‘Waltz in Goose Step,’ 
Hudson. 

There are 12 shows in rehearsal, 


week. Closing this week are ‘I Have 
Been Here Before,’ Guild, and ‘Light- 
nin’, Golden. 


Estimates for Last Week 





Tucker, took top gross last week, | 


| In Maplewood, N. J. 


Montgomery drew ca- | 


‘You Can't | 


‘A Woman's a Fool,’ National. 
| Withdrawn Saturday after 

|press and little’ business; 
seven performances. 

‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois,’ Plymouth 
| (2d week) (D-1,036; $3.30). Looks 
| like initial dramatie sock of season; 
first full week built to capacity, with 
takings bettering $17,000. 

‘Bachelor Bern,’ Mansfield 
week) (C-1,097; $3.30). Moved again, 
switching over from the Cort to 
make way for ‘Madame Capet’; has 
been approximating $5,000 weekly. 

‘Case History,’ Lyceum (2nd week) 
(D-957; $3.30). Opened last Friday, 
drawing questionable press; show in 
on guarantee arrangement for two 
weeks, 

‘Dame Nature,’ Booth (5th week) 
(C-708; $3.30). Theatre parties first 
half should tilt gross; due in Chicago 
after another week; rated around 


‘Danton’s Death,’ Mercury (lst 
week) (D-660; $2.75). Presented by 
the Mercury Theatre; written by 
Georg Buchner; done in German 
some time ago; opens tonight (26). 

‘Hellzapoppin, 46th Street (6th 
week) (R-1,375; $3.30). Cleaning up; 
roughhouse revue selling out nightly 
with matinees steadily stronger; 
$24,300 last week. 





Nov. 7; and next night Vinton Freed- | $8,000 


(3rd week) (D-914; $3.30). 
with company then returning to 
London; first full week around $2.500. 
‘I Married an Angel,’ Shubert 
(25th week) (M-1,367; $4.40). The 


ship against incomers; $28,000. 

‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye,’ Miller 
(5th week) (C-944; $3.30). Comedy 
| smash, with takings going slightly 
|higher than previous week; gross ap- 
| proached $16,000 mark; that means 





after postponement and no line can | John Williams get rave press, but capacity all performances. 
be gotten on biz musical try-out as the play was thumbed-down. $5,000 | 


‘Knickerbocker .Holiday,’ .Barry- 
|more (2d week) (M-1,096; $4.40). 


Press fairly good after tepid pre- | 


|miere, but business very promising 
after midweek start; capacity 
claimed Saturday night. 

‘Knights of Song,’ 5lst Street (2d 
week) (M-1,547; $3.30). After mixed 
| press business mild, then started im- 
proving during last half; around $15,- 
| 000: promising, but not enough for 
| musical. 

‘Madame Capet,’ Cort (Ist week) 
| (D-1.059; $3.30). Presented by Eddie 
| Dowling; adapted by George Middle- 
ton from French of Marcelle Maur- 
ette; fair out-of-town reports; opened 
Tuesday. 

_ “Missouri Legend,’ Empire 
| week) (D-1,096; $3.30). Little change 
‘in business, with takings again 
;}quoted somewhat over $6.500 mark: 
may stay until ‘Herod and Mariamne’ 
arr'ves late next month. 

| “On Borrowed Time,’ Longacre 
| (39th week) (D-1,019; $3.30). Goes 


Two new productions and a night | 


Next week another musi- | sharing terms, show operating at low 





to road after another week; business 
up around $9,000 on announcement 
of closing; ‘Lorelei’ next attraction. 

‘Oscar Wilde,’ Fulton (3d week) 
(D-913; $3.30). Seems set for run, 
second week being stronger than 
good starting stanza and the gross 
went around $14,500; not far from 


| capacity. 


Gilbert and Sullivan cavalcade at the | 
| (D-961; $3.30). 


‘Our Tewn,’ Morosco (39th week) 
Now slated to leave 


|for extended road tour after Nov. 


apoppin,’ which went higher to $24,- | 


19; has been profitable right along, 
with last week over $8,500; probable 
next attraction is ‘Yankee Fable.’ 
‘Sing Out the News,’ Music Box 
(Sth week) (R-1,013; $4.40). Nights 
strong, with matinee trade off; last 
week about the same as week be- 


|fore at $15,500; still expectant that 


revue will build. 

‘The Fabulous Invalid,’ Broadhurst 
(3d week) (CD-1,116; $3.85). Some- 
what up last week, when the gross 
was quoted at $16,500; more expect- 
ed, however, and staying chances 
may be indicated this week. 

‘Tobaceo Read,’ Forrest 
week) (C-1,107; $1.65). 
last week, when the 


(255th 
Moved up 
gross ap- 


| proached $6,000 mark and road show 


Nothing has yet approached the | 


History,’ a doubtful starter at the | 


With You’ moving again), the debut | 


| 
| 


six having started within the past | 


| 


weak | to follow; business fair at around 
played | $7,500. 


| 
| 


} ‘Pj ? 
Caotn | ins and Needles,’ Labor Stage 


‘I Have Been Here Before,’ Guild | 
Final 
week; will play Toronto and Montreal | 


(6th | 


nearby got $9,000 ir, small stands. 

‘You Never Know,’ Winter Garden 
(6th week) (R-1,671; $3.30). Re- 
ported cutting operating expense; es- 
timated pace around $15,000 and 
staying chances not strong. 

‘Victoria Regina’ (repeat) Martin 
Beck (4th week) (CD-1,214; $3.30). 
Return engagement drawing excel- 
lently, which indicates that road 
dates will be equally successful; 
climbed close to $19,000. 

‘What a Life,’ Biltmore (28th 
week) (C-991; $3.30). With cast on 


cost; week to week, with takings 
around $5,000. 

‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ Im- 
perial (98th week) (C-1,466; $1.65). 
Will move to Ambassador next week 
to make way for ‘Leave It to Me’; 
long-run laugh show turned in an- 
other profitable week with gross 
around $8,000. : 


Revivals 
‘Lightnin’,” Golden (7th week) 
(C-789; $3.30). Final week; revival 


goes to Boston and long tour slated 


‘Hamlet,’ St. James (3d week) 
(D-1,520; $3.30). Full length version 
drew very well and first full week 
quoted close to $16,000. 


Added 
(48th week) (R-500; $2.75). Labor 
junionists revue in small theatre 
jholds to steadily profitable pace, 
| with takings averaging $6,000 and 
| more. 

‘The Girl From Wyoming,’ Ameri- 
can Music Hall (list week). De- 
scribed as a ‘musical melodrama’; 
booze and dance place; authorship 
credited to ‘John Van Ostend Ant- 


opens Saturday (29). 
WPA 


‘One-Third of a Nation,’ Adelphia; 
closed last Saturday after playing 
40 weeks, 

‘On the Rocks,’ Daly's. 

‘Prologue te Glory, Ritz (28th 
week; due out next week. 

‘The Big Blew,’ Elliot. 


‘MICE,’ $15,000, FIRST 
PITT SHOW IN BLACK 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 25. 
After a couple of false starts, le- 
git season finally shot into action 








boxoffice line still in evidence and ieee week with ‘Of Mice and Men’ at 
holdover musical easily holds leader- | *¥'!*°”- 


It was first new attraction 
of year, house having previously 
played a couple of oldies, “You Can’t 
Take It with You’ and ‘Blossom 
|Time’. Under subscription auspices, 
Critics’ Prize play got away to nice 
‘Start and held pretty fast against 
bad weather and absence of erct 
|mames to come through with close to 
| big $15,000. 
Subscription list currently is way 
‘ahead of 1937-38 and, with virtually 
/any window sale at all, pushes ATS 
shows into winning class immedi- 
ately. Newspaper raves helped 
|plenty and ‘Mice’ built steadily to 
‘give house its first better than even 
|break so far. House dark first two 
days this week, with Katharine Cor- 
nell’s ‘Herod and Miriamne’ post- 
poning opening until tomorrow night 
(Wed.). Big advance sale for six 
|performances, regular Wed. matinee 
having been pushed back to Thurs- 
| day efternoon. 


Estimate fer Last Week 


‘Of Mice and Men’ (Nixon; 2,100: 
$2.75). With ATS subscription back- 
,ing, last year’s Critics’ Prize play 
,launched tour in aggressive fashion. 
Around $15,000, plenty big here. 
Raves helped attraclion build to 
capacity down the stretch after bad 
weather lopped off middle of week. 
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‘Inside Europe’ Followups 

Newspaper follow-up procedure in 
keeping apace of the news is being 
employed for the first time in a book 
in the case of John Gunther's ‘Inside 
Europe,’ and proving so successful as 
to point the way to a new handling 
of topical books. Latter are particu- 
larly risky in this time of rapidly- 
changing events, Generally rush jobs 
at special cost, a slight turn in events 
makes them dated. Has been found 
that the book reader wants his book 
on contemporary events as up to date 
as his newspaper. 

When Harper first brought out ‘In- 
side Europe’ in February, 1936, vol- 
ume was strictly news. But things 
were happening fast then, as now, 
and future of the book, which had 


developed into a best seller, was 
threatened. Publisher immediately 
put Gunther to work to bring the 


volume up to date, and he’s been at 
it practically ever, since. 

Have been a number of editions of 
the book, each with events added 
since the close of the time of the pre- 
vious edition. Now, the book is on 
the press again, Gunther having 
added another 15,000 words of new | 
material and bringing the time up to | 
October, 1938. 

Around 75,000 words haye been) 
added by Gunther to the original | 
book since its first appearance. That’s 
sufficient wordage for a new book in | 
itself. 





New Mag Publishing Trend 
Trend in new mags is to bimonthly | 
and even quarterly publication, as | 
‘affording publishers a line on the 
prospects of their new periodicals 
with a minimum of outlay. Whereas | 
a publisher formerly got out a second | 
and even a third issue of a mag be- | 
fore he could learn that he shouldn't | 
even have issued the first, bimonthly 
or quarterly publications gives the 
publisher sufficient time to determine 
whether his new periodical is worth 
continuing. 

It’s a simple matter to make publi- 
cation more frequent as soon as the 
new bimonthly or quarterly catches 
on. 

Classic example is Esquire, which, 
because of unusually heavy produc- 
tion cost, began as a quarterly. 
Caught on in short order and as 
quickly went to monthly publication. 
Current example is The Woman, di- 
gest mag for femmes. Intended as a 
bimonthly, but second issue two 
months later convinced its sponsors 
it was in, and it’s now a monthly. 
Some publishers, preferring to play 





| attempt to have the legislature adopt 
'a ‘news confidence’ bill. 
| Marvin, editor of The Record News- | 


time that’s ever been known to hap- 
pen in publishing business. 

Fact that poll hadn't been going 
accurately from start was evident 
| when heavy Democratic wards re- 
ported big Republican majorities. 
Sun-Tele, in front-page editorial, 
said it had learned of cases where 
Democratic leaders told their con- 
stituents to mark their post-card bal- 
lot Republican. 





New ‘News Confidence’ Bill 
New York State Society of News- 
paper Editors will make anothe 





Dwight | 


papers, Troy, has been appointed 
chairman of a committee to work for 
the passage, at the 1939 session of 
the lawmakers, of a measure pre- 
pared by the society. This action, 
was taken at a meeting in Syracuse | 
last week. ‘ 

Previous efforts by the society, 
individual publishers and legislative 
correspondents to put such a statute | 
on the books met with failure. The | 
bills did not even get out of com-| 
mittee. 

Editors, at last week’s gathering, 
also received reports which indi- 
cated that newspapers still have a 
strong hold on the public. The num- 
ber of phone cails received during 
the European crisis was cited as one | 
example of this. Emphasized was 
the fact the public still depends upon 





newspapers for full accounts of | 
stories and situations tabbed by! 
broadcasters. 





Connolly’s Scoop 


Reportorial training of Joseph V.} 
Connolly, general manager of Hearst 
newspapers, stood hfm in good stead 
last week and INS got a scoop when 
plane in which he was a passenger 
caught fire 1,400 feet up. Blaze 
started in right engine of two- 
motored ship just a few minutes 
after plane had left Montgomery, 
Ala., for night hop to Atlanta. . Pilot 
set blazing ship down in a field, how- 
ever, and passengers and crew got 
out split seconds before two minor | 
explosions made an inferno out of| 
craft. 

Connolly headed for nearest tele- 
phone, not stopping to get a lacerated 
finger fixed up until he had tele- 
phoned his story to New York, giv- 
ing Hearst morning sheets and INS 
clients a clean one-hour scoop on 
the story. 








F. D. R. Gets Postage Protest 





wholly safe, start off new mags as 
one-shots, undated. Gives the publi- 
cation an unlimited period in which 
to sell, yet can be followed up with a 
dated second issue any time the de- 
mand warrants, 





George P, Putnam’s Comeback 

George Palmer Putnam, on the 
Coast for some time, has informed 
friends in the east he’s returning to 
the book publishing biz. Setting up 
headquarters in Hollywood as George 
Palmer Putnam, Inc., with a selected 
list of books, both fiction and non- 
fiction. Already has the publication 
rights to two novels by scribblers 
nov working on the Coast, ‘Holly- 
wood Doctor’ and ‘Stunt Girl.’ 

He’s a grandson of the first George 
Palmer Putnam, who founded the 
New York and London publishing 
house of that name. Firm, now con- 
trolled by Minton & Balch, cele- 
brates its 100th year this month. 

Putnam, husband of Amelia Ear- 
hart, has been out of the book pub- 
lishing biz for some years. Was for 
a time on the editorial board of 
Paramount. 





Coast Sheets’ Charity Game 

Los Angeles newspaper publishers 
are huddling over the idea of a big 
sporting event once a year, pro- 
ceeds to take care of their charities. 
Under consideration is a post-season 
football game between the profes- 
sional champs of the east and mid- 
west in the Coliseum under the man- 
agement of Tom Gallery. 

Pro football is not permitted in 
the Coliseum but it is believed game 
could be arranged if the combined 
newspapers put on the pressure. 
One big game would simplify the 


charity problem and keep the sports | 


pages free from  paper-sponsored 
benefits throughout the year. 





Pitt Political Battie 


Latest outgrowth of hottest po-'! 


litical fight in Pennsylvania’s history, 
which has already resulted in coun- 
ter libel suits of Moe Annenberg 
and Senator Joe Guffey, was aban- 
donment last week by Pittsburgh 
Sun-Telegraph of its Allegheny 
County straw vote. Paper charged 
wide sabotage by Democrats’ and 








Aiming its campaign directly at 
President Roosevelt, National Com- 
mittee to Abolish Postal Discrimina- 





Tr, 
| 





tion Against Books has sent the Chief 
Executive two parcels as a striking 
exhibit of postal discrimination. 
One was made up of religious lit- 
erature, consisting of three Bibles 
weighing five pounds, and which re- 
quires 65c for mailing to the Coast. 
Other parcel, also weighing five 
pounds, consisted of 12 pulp mags, 
requiring eight cents postage to the 
same destination. 
_ Along with the exhibit went let- 
ters of protest against the postal dis- 
crimination from numerous individ- 
uals, organizations and institutions. 
All of them favor the lowering of the 
postal rates on books to same scale 
as mags. 





Paging Pushkin Data 

All available material in America 
relating to the Russian poet, Pushkin, 
is being assembled by the League of 
American Writers for exhibition in 
the Pushkin museum in Moscow, 
and group has sent out an appeal to 
writers, editors, publishers, transla- 
tors and any others who may have 
Pushkin pieces. 

Wants the items for donation to 
the permanent Pushkin collection in 
Moscow, and will forward the con- 
tributions to the Union of Soviet 
Writers, which is gathering the ma- 
terial for the museum. 





Scribner’s Self-Plug 

To climax a series of special ar- 
ticles dealing with magazines, Scrib- 
ner’s this month has prepared an ar- 
ticle about itself. This will not go 
into the regular issue, however, but 
will be bound into 5,000°special cop- 
ies as a sales promotional stunt for 
advertising agencies, etc. 

Since taken over by Harlan Logan 
Associates, Scribner’s has launched 
an ambitious campaign, 











Skolsky’s Finale 

Sidney Skolsky terminated his as- 
|Sociation with King Features by 
tagging his column, in the Hollywood 
| Citizen-News, ‘This is my last col- 
}umn, goodbye.’ He is weighing of- 
|fers from the Chicago Times, N. Y. 
_Evening Post and other sheets. 

| Jimmy Fidler is now supplying the 


Guild Indicts Seven Members 

Seven members of the Camden 
Courier-Post unit of the Newspaper 
Guiid have been indicted by the ex- 
ecutive council of the Philly and 
Camden Guild for withdrawing their 
designation of the ANG as their col- 
lective bargaining agent and attempt- 
ing to set up an independent union. 
Guild charges that articles of the 
proposed indie union were printed in 
the Courier-Post plant and include 
provisions for ‘constructive firings.’ 

Articles were distributed in the 
city room preceding the posting of a 
notice on the bulletin board of a 
meeting to form a ‘New Jersey Edi- 
torial Association.’ Notice said that 
Walter Batezel, chairman of the 
Guild unit, is prez of the association, | 
and that Steve O’Keefe, another 
Guildsman, is secretary. They were 
among those indicted. 


Yorkville Gets New Weekly 

Yorkville section of New York! 
will not be long without a newspaper | 
following the suspension of the| 
Yorkville Advance, reputedly as the| 
result of a tiff with the American 
Newspaper Cyuild. New weekly 
newspaper, Yorkville Eagle, begins 
this week to fill the gap. 

Publisher of the new weekly is 
the Renew Publishing Co., of which 
William M. Wener is prez. Renew is 
Wener spelled backward. A. R. Zicha 
is business manzger, and Lois Bull, | 
formerly on a number of metropoli- 
tan dailies, including the old Graphic, | 
is editor. 

Yorkville Cagle is a tab. 





Luncheons on Regular Sked 

Book and Author Luncheons, ex- 
perimented with last year by the 
American Booksellers’ Assn. to es- 
tablish closer relationship between 
authors and the book-buying public, 
have been so successful they will be 
made regular affairs. 

Six monthly luncheons are set for 
this season, all of them at the Astor 
hotel, New York. First of the series 
will be held Nov. 9, with Dorothy 
Thompson and Thomas Mann to talk. 

As with the three experimental 
Book and Author Luncheons, book- 
buying public will be invited to 
break bread with the authors. 





Double Action’s Pulp Record 

With the addition of four new 
mags to the Double Action Group 
string, that concern now gets out 
more pulps than any other publish- 
ing house in America—30 in all. 
Claim is put forth by Louis H. Sil- 
berkleit, the Double Action Group 
head, after adding Compléte Cow- 
boy, Undercover Detective, Air Ac- 
tion and Cowboy Short Stories to his 
chain. 

Silberkleit, besides his publishing 
duties, is editorial director for his 
30 mags. Has Abner J. Sundell and 
Cliff Campbell as associate eds to 
help select the mass of stories that 
go into his periodicals, 





American Searchlight Resumes 

After a hiatus of some months, the 
American Searchlight, militant anti- 
Nazi publication, resumes shortly. 
Again published by Eugene F. 
Grigat, with Philip Fahlteich as as- 
sociate, and with format changed 
from tabloid newspaper to magazine. 

Revived American Searchlight will 
appear monthly and. print order for 
the first issue under its new lease of 
life is 50,000. Publication offices, 
formerly in Brooklyn, N. Y., now in 
Manhattan, 





Farrell W-T’s Drama Ed 

Frank Farrell, formerly feature 
writer and theatrical:‘interviewer for 
the sheet, has been appointed dra- 
matic editor of the New York World- 
Telegram. He succeeds Ralph Palmer, 
who was forced to give up the job 
because of illness. Understood 
Palmer will probably be put on 
W.T’s rewrite staff when he returns 
to work. 

Besides handling legit, Farrell will 
also edit the film, music, radio and 
nitery news for the World-Telly, 





Cultural Herald Resumes 

With four publishers in place of 
the former one, the Cultural Herald 
resumes publication this month. 
Mag, which has for its purpose tol- 
erance and enlightenment, halted 
around a year ago. 

Formerly gotten out by Max Fish- 
ler, it now has J. Gay Seabourne, 
Gustave F. Beck and David Horo- 
witz in addition. Besides a division 
of editorial duties, they also comprise 
an editorial board in lieu of a single 
editorial head. 





David Blum’s Subsid 
David Blum, who heads Avon 





House, book-publishing concern, has 
formed a subsidiary, Valiant House. 


| Purpose of the subsidiary is to get 


‘er 
| World Press. 


|monthly, has quit publication. 


ae 


sued by Avon House, although it also 
puts out an occasional limited edi- 
tion. 2 : 

Encyclopedia of poets published by 
Avon House is a standard reference 
book in libraries throughout the 
country, 





Gibbons’ World Press 

New book-publishing company has 
been formed by Cromwell Gibbons 
to be known as the World Press. 
Plans call for fiction only, with a 
novel entitled ‘The Bat Woman’ as 
the starter. 

Preliminary reports re the World 
Press had Phil Painter, mag pub- 
lisher, as interested. Grew out of 
the fact that Gibbons contemplated 
printing at the Painter plant. Paint- 
disavows any connection with 








Burnside-Price ‘Financial Follies’ 

R. H. Burnside and Georgie Price, 
latter now in brokerage biz, will 
stage the ‘Financial Follies,’ initial 
revue to be presented by the N. Y. 
Financial Writers Assn., Dec. 16 at 
the Astor hotel. 

Association is made up of financial 
scribes on New York daily news- 
papers. 





Sports Mag Quits 
After missing an occasional issue, 
All American Sports Magazine, 
Ne- 
gotiations are on by Nat Fleischer, 
the mag’s publisher, for sale of the 
periodical’s title and assets, and it 
may reappear under other auspices. 
Fleischer continues publishing his 
other mag, The Ring, as well as books 
on various aspects of sports. 





NEW PERIODICALS 


World Ports, new travel mag is- 
sued by the World Ports Publishing 
Co., headed by John C. Broderick. 
Broderick also gets out the Nautical 
Gazette. Broderick editor as well as 
publisher of World Ports. 


Softball is a new mag for dev- 
otees of the rapidly-growing sport 
and serves as official publication of 
Amateur Softball Assn. of America. 
Publication headquarters in Lansing, 
Mich., with Seth H. Whitmore, of 
Lansing State Journal, editing. As- 
sociate ed is Leo Fischer, of the Chi- 
cago American sports staff. 


Guild News, organ of the Artists 
Guild, organization of artists and 
commercial illustrators, has resumed 
publication as a monthly news mag. 
Carries news and feature stories of 
artists and the art world. Cost to 
non-members of the Guild is 50c a 
year. Edward A. Wilson editing, 
with Charles Downes as associate ed, 

Booksellers’ Quarterly to appear 
shortly as the official organ of the 
Booksellers Guild of America, as well 
as a general trade mag for booksell- 
ers, writers, educators and librarians. 
Terence Holliday, prez of the Book- 
sellers Guild, will be editor, with 
Martin Kamin and Jerome E. Brooks 
as associate eds. 

The Thomist is philosophical quar- 
terly mag being readied by Sheed & 
Ward, book publishers, to debut next 4 
spring. Although Sheed & Ward 
publishes books both here and in 
England, The Thomist, according to 
present plans, will be for American 
consumption only. Mag, which will 
be a pretentious affair, will sell for $1 
a copy. Editorial staff not fully set 
as yet. 

Office Life Magazine, fiction and 
fact monthly for femme office work- 
ers, now in the making for an in- 
itial -appearance early next year., 
Sponsor is a group operating a se- 
lect secretarial employment agency, 
but the proposed periodical, it’s 
claimed, will in no wise be a house 
organ. Rather, a general publica- 
tion for wide appeal. No material 
desired until editorial staff and 
policy are fully set. 

Amusement Guide is a new pub- 
lication for metropolitan New York 
which Alfred Zweig and Roswell 
Hagerty have in preparation. Pub- 
lication, which will probaly appear 
semi-annually, will embody an al- 
legedly new. idea in the form of ad- 
missions to various amusements in- 
ciuded in the purchase price. A 
sort of combination amusement mag 
and cut-rate counter. 

Patriot Digest latest addition to the 
huge number of pocket-size digest 
mags. Has for its purpose ‘defense 
of the American tradition,’ and strict- 
ly anti-radical. Group sponsoring the 
new ‘publication is headed by R. 
Caldwell Patton. Editorial offices in 
Oyster Bay, L. I. 

Ski, new mag for the ski enthu- 
siast, will make its first appearance 
early in December. Company formed 
|to publish the periodical is headed 
| by Henry Blackmann Sell, advertis- 
,ing agency exec. Colin F. Scule ed- | 





dropped the whole idea after it had Hollywood news to many Hearst out various books for private circu-| iting, with Albert F. Snyder as man- 
been running several weeks, first | papers previously carrying Skolsky. | lation only., General books are is- | aging editor. 
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Pix as News; No Reviews 

Following its recent change of 
ownership, the Kansas City Journal 
has revamped its drama and film de. 
partments. Lowell Lawrence, who 
formerly handled films, drama and 
radio, continues with the latter two 
departments. Picture coverage ig 
now assigned to Jehn Cameron 
Swayze, along with his chores of 
columning and feature writing. 

In line with its new policy, Jour. 
nal is handling films strictly as news 
events and eliminating routine re. 
views. 





Mag’s Money-Back Guarantee 
Money-back guarantee of satis- 
faction is being employed by a mag 
for the first time in the case of True, 
one of the Fawcett publications. 
Fawcett offers to return the purchase 
price of the periodical to those who, 
after reading the copy, feel that have 
not received their money’s worth. 
Money-back thing goes for True 
only of the Fawcett mags. 





N. ¥. Sun’s Daily Nitery Column 

New York Sun, which heretofore 
carried a nitery column only on 
Saturdays, installed it as a daily fea- 
ture Monday (24). Pieces are writ- 
ten by Malcolm Johnson, nitery edi- 
tor, but not including reviews. 

N. Y. World-Telegram recently 
switched from a Saturday column to 
daily also. 


LITERATI OBITS THIS WEEK 

Roy Williams, 64, creator of the 
comic strip, ‘Babe Bunting,’ died of 
a heart attack at his home in Phila- 
delphia, Oct. 16. Strip was handled 
by the Ledger Syndicate and for 
many years Williams was a cartoon- 
ist on the Ledger. George Kearney, 
manager of the Ledger Syndicate, 
said another artist will continue the 
strip, which appears in 72 papers. 

James E. Glass, 40, assistant news 
editor of the Rochester Times-Union, 
committed suicide Oct. 18 by hang- 
ing in his home. He had been de- 
spondent over ill health. He worked 
for many years on the Buffalo Eve- 
ning Times, coming to Rochester 
Journal-American eight years ago, 
and joining the Times-Union after 
the Hearst paper folded. Surviving 
are his widow, mother and two 
brothers. 

Harry Stillwell Edwards, 83, dean 
of Georgia authors, editor, lecturer, 
novelist and short story writer, died 
Oct. 22 of bronchial pneumonia in 
Macon, Ga., hospital. He started as 
a reporter on Macon Telegraph, be- 
came associate editor with Albert R. 
Lamar and then purchased control 
of paper, Later he became part own- 
er ahd associate editor of Macon 
Evening News. 





CHATTER 

Arnold Lunn here for a lecture 
tour, 

The Nelson Doubledays have gone 
abroad. 

May Roan has taken a house on 
Staten Island. 

Erika Mann back and will apply 
‘for U. S. citizenship. 

Sydney A. Clark off to Paris to do 
new books both on France and Scan- 
dinavia. 

Richard Halliburton’s project to 
sail the Pacific in a Chinese junk has 
fizzled out. 

Cornelia Otis Skinner’s book of 
sketches, ‘Dithers and Jitters,’ to be 
published Nov. 9. 

Simon Michael Bessie’s book, ‘Jazz 
Journalism: The Story of the Tabloid 
Newspaper,’ is out. 

After turning out huge amount of 
prose, Walter Hartman finally trying 
his hand at a play. 

_ David Yaffa, rep for King Features 
in Australia, in New York for visit 
and business confabs. 

Dr. Frank H. Vizetelly, the word 
expert, has joined Better English 
mag as an associate ed. 

Howard Spring, author of the cur- 
rent best seller, ‘My Son, My Son,” 
has begun a new novel. . 

Arthur E. Griffiths, editor of 
Reader’s Digest, married Edith Wil- 
liams aboard his yacht. 

Collection of ‘Profiles From the 
New Yorker’ will be out Nov. 7 with 
a preface by Clifton Fadiman. 

After 16 years of work, James 
Joyce, in Paris, putting the finishing 
touches to his ‘Work in Progress.’ 

Florence Fisher Parry, columnist 
for Pittsburgh Press, in New York 
for a couple of weeks covering the 
new openings. 

John St. Peter elevated to man- 
aging-editorship of Bulletin-Index, 
Pittsburgh class weekly. He for- 
merly covered stage and screen. 

Standard Publishing Co. has been 
formed by Roy S. Ashton and Hyman 
H. Hammer to publish books on 
medical and allied subjects for lay 





readers. Hammer is business man- 
ager of Standard Publishing Co., 
with Ashton as editorial director. 
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CHATTER 
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Broadway 


Helen Westley set for ‘Primrose 
Path.’ 

Irving Mills off to Chicago and 
Memphis. 

Ruth Oswald recuperating from 
tonsilectomy. 

Gay Parkes, legit player, back 
from Nashville. 

Merry Macs making Warner short 
at Brooklyn studio. 

Morton Van Praag now in the in- 
die trailer business. 

Sol Jacobson has joined Richard 
Maney’s publicity staff. 





Frank Gillmore due back next | 


week from the Coast. 

Sammy (Stinger) Turner in hos- 
piial for the past month. 

Duff Merrick assistant to Joseph 
Heidt as Theatre Guild p. a. 

Charlie Morrison in and out fast; 
re‘urning to the Coast on Friday. 

Wenonah Keene, legiter, to Pitts- 


burgh for opening of ‘Mice and Men’ | 


tour. 

Ella Logan gets in from the Coast 
tomorrow (Thursday) for a personal 
to=r. 

George Lait, Ken McCaleb and 
Leonard Gaynor out hunting for 
pheasants last week. 

AMPA’s first meeting at the Astor 
tomorrow (Thurs.), with Maurice 
Silverstone. G. of H. 

Charles Collins, Ann Mason and 


Ellen Hall additions to the cast of | 


‘Liergnin” for the tour. 

Lyall Grant, New Zealand picture 
man, on way to the Coast after busi- 
ness huddles in New York. 


Dramatists Guild annual meeting | 


and election of council skedded for 
Nov. 7 at the Lincoln hotel. 
Lawrence Tibbett in town for a 
day after his Australia-New Zealand 
tour, then on the road again. 
Mrs. Florence Marston, 


from the Coast early next month. 
Par dined aviation dignitaries last 


Screen | 
Actors’ Guild eastern rep, due back | 


ard in from Hollywood. Gravet says 
he has no French films in mind. 
Jean Murat off for Saint Raphael 
for exteriors of ‘Le Capitaine Benoit,’ 
which Maurice de Canonage is mak- 


ing. 

Victor Francen scheduled to play 
George VI in ‘Entente Cordiale,’ 
which Marcel lI’Herbier is making 
from Andre Maurois scenario. 


London 


Cecil Landeau preparing a one- 
— vaudeville flash for picture the- 
atres. 


Eric Blore to return to Hollywood 
Friday (28) having finished picture 





here with Warner Bros. 
Leslie Henson replaces Sir John 


Martin Harvey as president of Royal 
General Theatrical Fund. 


| Diana Ward dubbing for the sing- 


Irene Palasthy, with husband, ing voice of Judy Kelly in Asso- 
| Hans Bartsch, to New Yerk. |Ciated British Picture, ‘Premiere,’ 

G. B. Shaw's ‘Doctor's Dilemma’ | ow filming at Elstree. 
revived at Vigszinhaz with fair suc-| Joe Termini, off to New York, re- 
| C€ss, ‘ é | turns here after six months, as per 
|_ Melchior Lengyel’s new play, ‘The ministry of labor ord2r. Opening 
| Inventor,’ to have world premiere in Lodon Coliseum April 17. 
| London. : Walter Forde completed ‘The 
| Siegfried Geyer, Vienna manager,’ Gaunt Stranger’ and 
|one of scant number of Austrian started work on a new Betty Driver- 
emigres admitted to Budapest. | Jimmy O’Dea subject at Ealing. 

Cinema in Ricse, a Hungarian vil- | 
lage, sold at auction for $36 debt.| tor of United Artists, to take couple 














| Hannah Honthy to play Anna Pav-/| around Christmas. 
| lova in stage musical, ‘The White | 
Swan,’ now in preparation at Varosi ' old French girl, is to play Cleopatra 
theatre. in Gabriel Pzscal’s forthcoming film- 
Zarah Leander here, taking a look | ing of Shaw’s ‘Caesar and Cleo- 
at Gizy Bajor in the stage version of patra.’ 
Herczeg’s “Blue Fox,’ in which she’s ‘The First and the Last,’ which 
to be starred by Ufa. ,, Basil Dean directed for Alexander 
| After ‘Zwischen Strom und Steppe,’ Korda, and was then shelved, has 
|German-Hungarian Bolvary picture! peen taken by Columbia for its 
jis finished at Hunnia, ‘Leute vom | quota program of Denham product. 
| Variete’ is next on schedule. | Empire, Glasgow, gallery caved in, 
Bela Pasztor, who directed ‘Red | luckily after audience left, and ne- 
Purse.’ Magyar screen musical, chal-| cessitated closing theatre for one 





immediately | 


Teddy Carr, joint managing direc- 


Ricse is birthplace of Adolph Zukor.| of weeks’ holidays in Switzerland | 
Doctor’s orders. | 
Maria Dea, an unknown 19-year- | 


\lenged Zoltan Egyed to duel because 
| he felt insulted by latter’s criticism. 
| Egyed slashed director’s cheek. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cehen 





| 





‘theatre doorman. 
‘Y’ Playhouse opening season next 


night (Tues.) at the Astor, followed | week with ‘Room Service.’ 


by preview of ‘Men With Wings.’ 


Bill Pillach in Mexico on tour with 


Don Beddoe, legit player, to the | Albertina Rasch ballet troupe. 


Coast on a Columbia termer. Work- 
ing in ‘There’s That Woman Again.’ 

Sonny Werblin (MCA) due out of 
Wickersham hosp today or tomor- 
row, after being laid up a coupla 
weeks. 

Dodie Smith huddling with John 
C. Wilson for the Broadway pro- 
duction of her London play, ‘Dear 
Octopus.’ 

Doyle and Donnelly, the comics, 
love vaudeville so much they’ve 
taken outside jobs—so they can af- 
ford to lay off in vaude. 

Vera Walters, former line captain 
in Issy Hirst’s burley circuit, now 
operating her own nitery, “The 
Lounge,’ in Valley Stream, L. I. 

Eddie Craven, ex-Mask and Wig- 
ger (U. of Penn), given party by 
members of the club. He’s in Phila- 
delphia as a cast member of ‘Great 
Lady.’ 

Albert Bein back from Hollywood 
to proceed with production of his 
‘Heavenly Express,’ which Courtney 
Burr will present. Robert Steiner 
a 

Uni Artists ‘poured’ yesterday 
afternoon at the Rainbow Room 
honor of Ann Sothern, Roland 
Young, Patsy Kelly and Douglas 
Fairbanks, Jr., all featured in recent 
UA pix. 

Charles M. Underhill, head of com- 
mercial films for Batten, Barton, 
Durstine & Osborne advertising 
agency, back from Pittsburgh, where 
he supervised final shots on U. S. 
Steel’s four-reel black-and-white 
feature. 





Paris 


By Huge Speck 





Norman Krasna in for leok. 

Yvette Guilbert to London. 

Fall nightlife getting underway. 

Cabaret Chez Frisco open again. 

Jacques Prevert in from America. 

Neuilly has new cinema, Le Re- 
gent. 

Jacqueline Laurent in from Holly- 
wood. 

Zoltan Korda through on way to 
Sudan. 

Radio Cite celebrated third anni- 
versary. 

Ming Suey Chu to London for 
a 7. Law’ (C 

m e w’ (Col) opened at 

Lord Byron. = 

New Casino de Paris revue broad- 
cast over Radio 37. 

Bruno Walter, the conductor, has 

ome a French citizen. 

Albert Prejean gone to Hollywood 
with Andre Daven on vacash. 

Duvivier going to make ‘Le Fin du 
Jour’ (‘The End of the Day’). 

Maurice Chevalier given Red Rib- 

n for ‘propaganda’ abroad. 

Kirsten Flagstad of the Met Opera, 
sang “Tristan and Isolde’ here. 

Margaret Bryson, Izelle Poule and 
Sylvia Lamarr in after English tour. 

Henry Dickson and Goupil, two 
well known singers, died on same 


ay. 
Emmanuel Zama leaving Columbia 
1oin new local company, which 
he'll head. 

Marie Glory back from Rome. 
where she made “Terre de Feu’ with 
Tito Schipa. 

Ray Ventura starting public broad- 
casts for Poste-Parisien at Empire 
theatre on Dubonnet programs. 

Fernand Gravet and Jane Renou- 


Columbia booker Harry Roney out) 


of hospital after a year’s illness. 

Carnegie Tech drama school under 
way with ‘Merrily We Roll Along.’ 

Starr and Maxine off for Fort 
Wayne, Ind., to join Barney Rapp’s 
unit. 

Al Mercur enlarging his Nut 
House and will double seating ca- 
pacity. 

Judge Musmanno revising last half 
of his anti-war play, ‘Last Full 
Measure.’ 

Four Comiques around again after 
summering at Catalina Island’s 
White Cap cafe. 

Clarence Eiseman, Paul Krumen- 
acker and Jules Lapidus honored at 
testimonial dinner Menday (24). 


L.A.’s New Mayor 














(Continued from page 6) 





put the lethargic police department 


in|in motion. When a reporter on the 


Los Times, Ben Ezra Ken- 
dall, who had been helpful to the 
new mayor, suddenly quit his jour- 
nalistic chores to find himself head 
of a police squad whose sole duty 
is to investigate complaints that cifi- 
zens have against members of the 
police department. That brought 
plenty of cheers from the galleries. 

Picture studios and theatres were 
none too generous In support of the 
mayor’s election campaign. They 
sort of ignored it. However, last 
week Chief Davis, who had Capt. 
Morris Posner assigned to contact 
studios and theatres, suddenly was 
shifted into uniform to head a divi- 
sion, A patrolman who was Posner's 
aide was given the job. Of course, 
the chief did the switching, but the 
mayor did not object. 

Now his investigators are after 
selling of promotional jobs in the 
fire and police departments through 
civil service. This is making plenty 
of copy. Bowron is not grabbing 
main credit, but diplomatically this 
aggressive move brings up his per- 
centage in the cleanup column. 

Break for John Public 


Dad Feath, 75, has retired as Penn 


Hizzoner is planning now for regu-) 


show, for which a proportionate part 
|of salary was deducted from the acts. 
| ‘George and Margaret,’ which ran 
|for nearly a year at Wyndham’s, is 
| now enjoying a new leas: of life at 
ithe Piecadilly at cut-re.e. Only show 
| having library deal under those con- 
| ditions. 


Hale and John Garrick to go into the 
| reconstructed ‘Paprika,’ which will 
| have a new name and will be done 


|in the sticks before reappearing in | 


the West End. 

The Women’s Fair, set for the 
Olympia next month, will have a 
| $100,000 dress revue, with chorus 
and several] singing and comedy skits 
interspersed. A _ special 2,000-seat 
theatre is being constructed in the 
building for the Fair. 

London Coliseum, originally in- 
tended to run pantomime or sea- 
|sonal show for afternoons during 
| Christmas, with usual vaudeville, 
twice nightly. But has abandoned 
idea, and will run extra vaudeville 
shows instead, making three a day. 

Elia Isaia, of the Continental 
hotel, Cairo, here on talent hunt. 
Sidney Burns, local agent, already 
lined up for him Lorraine Perle, for- 
|}mer second lead in ‘Maritza’; Med- 
|lock and Marlowe, and Hylda Baker. 
| Date calls for four weeks with op- 
tion. 
| ‘All the Best,’ at the Opera House, 


} 





drome, Golder’s Green, for two 
weeks. Cast, headed by Stanley Hol- 
loway, Ross and Stone, Elisabeth 
Welch, George Lacy, The Bredwins, 
John Tiller Girls and Betty Driver, 
plus loads of seenery, proved too 
big a nut, and after being on-and-off 
Archie Parnell (Parnell & Zeitlin) 
finally turned it down. 


Chicago 

Sam Herman handling jitterbug 
contests around this territory. 

Kroger Babb new advertising di- 
rector for Filmack Trailer firm. 

Douglas Fairbanks and _ frau 
| stopped off on way to the Coast. 
| Beulah Margolis directing little 
'theatre version of ‘Counsellor-at- 
‘Law.’ 
| Merriel Abbott and Charlie Miller 
|into New York to 0.0. some eastern 
| talent. 
| Bill Stein planning South Ameri- 
,can visit. Possible brother Herman 
will go along. 
| Ada Leonard out of hospital finally 
|and at home recuping from ap- 
| pendicitis attack. 

Joey Jacobson readying for an- 
other Coast trip to snatch some Chez 
Paree headliners. 

Earl Gammons in from Min- 
neapolis for confab with Les At- 
lass and midwest CBS chieftains. 
| Tony Owens off the Chi Daily 
|News nitery ad staff and into the 
| publicity biz with Jimmy Luntzel. 














Negotiations pending for Binnie | 


was being dickered for the Hippo- | 


—_o Randolph theatre, St. Paul, 
and new house in West St. Paul. 

Pheasant hunters among theatre 
and film contingent include Harry 
Katz, Eddie Ruben, Mait Frosch, 
Udell Gill, Joe Behan and Charlie 
Weiner. 

Ben Ashe, Fergus Falls, Minn., ex- 
hibitor, chosen by Northwest Allied 
to accompany President W. A. Stef- 
fes to New York industry conference 
as adviser and observer. 

For first time within recent mem- 
ory St. Paul Orpheum having two 
successive stage shows—‘All-Ameri- 
| can Ice Carnival’ topping vaudeville 
| bill currently on heels of 


| Krupa. 
Cleveland 


Lynch Sisters making loca] nitery 
, bow at Freddie’s. 
Majority of downtown niiteries 











! 





Albert ut of the hospital. 
Joseph Sehidkrout ailing with flu. 
, Dolph recuperating from 
u. 
George Raft in from eastern va- 


Alan Mowbray back from personal 


tour. 

Eddie Moran returned from Eu- 
rope. 

Ray Milland cruising down the 


| Coast. 


George Stevens vacationing at Del 
Monte. 

Luise Rainer on a six months’ va- 
cation. 





| closing on Sabbaths, due to slump. 
No vaude in sight for RKO de- | 
| luxer Palace here for three weeks. | 
‘Dr.’ Arthur Marcus, magician, | 
| booked into DeWitt hotel chain for | 
first time. 

Louis Depps, baritone at Cedar 
| Gardens, snapped up by Duke El- | 
lington on a visit. 

Jerome Smith, reopening Penn | 
| Square, in opposition to Henry Pin- 
kus of the rival City theatre. 

Sam Wood, M-G director, here two 
| days to see daughter, Catherine Siev- 
ens, in “You Can’t Take It With You’ 
| before sailing for London to direct 

| “Goodby, Mr. Chips.’ 





New Talent Tieup 








| 





| (Continued from page 1) 





| criminately on various network pro- | 

grams. 
Jesse Lasky was last an RKO unit 

producer, 


—_——_— 
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Det. Par Back on Air 
Detroit, Oct. 25. 

With a half-hour show over four- 
station hookup here, United Detroit | 
Theatres resumed its air bally of | 
flickers last Sunday (23). Broadcast | 
over WXYZ, WWJ, WJR and. WJBK. | 
Similar hookup last winter had in- | 
cluded also CKLW and WMBC here. 

‘Men With Wings’ (Par), which 
opens at Michigan theatre here next 
Friday (28), was adapted into the 
‘cavalcade of American aviation’ pro- 
gram by Marie Meyer, WXYZ scrip- 
ter, Show was under direction of 
Harry Sutton, Jr. 

Included a 22-piece band under 
Benny Kyte, WXYZ musical direc- 
|tor, with special music by Hank 
Finney. Dramatic cast of 16 was 
under direction of Charles Living- 
stone, while Theodore Werle was 
narrator. 








WB's Pitt Air Baliy 
Pittsburgh, Oct. 25. 

KDKA has taken over as a sus- 
tainer of its own daily ‘Movie Maga- 
zine of the Air’ quarter-hour which 
for the last several months has been 
strictly a WB promotion. Scripts 
were written by Joe Feldman, ad- 
vertising director for Warners, nd 
spieled by Jack Crane, of circuit 
publicity department, with plugs go- 
ing exclusively to WB attractions 
and personalities. 

Because Warners started the show, 
they’ll continue to get the biggest 
break in material used but they 
won't hog it as in the past. Under 
new set-up, Bill Beal, of KDKA 
production department and former 
announcer, will be in charge, dis- 
cussing pictures in production, re- 
viewing current films and adding bit 
of news and gossip. In future, pro- 
gram will also be written by studio 
continuity department. Warners, 
however, will cooperate with stunts 
| and special ideas, getting in their 
plugs in return. 








Seattle Daily’s Blast ~- 
Seattle, Oct. 25. 


That radio is taking all the thun- 


F. Barrett McCormick planed in 
from N.Y. 

Binnie Barncs laid up with an in- 
jured eye. 

Mal St. Clair back to work after 
flu attack. 

Clarence Erickson returned from 
Manhattan. 

Bob and Mrs. Burns to Honolulu 
for a month. 

William Frawley laid up with an 
injured foot. 

Johnnie (‘Scat’) Davis back from 
eastern tour. 

Les Mason on the job after a 
month’s illness. 

Bernie Williams recuperating from 


| serious illness. 


Johnny Miles to Las Vegas for his 
sister’s funeral. 

Charles Hogg changing his name 
to Buddy Baker. 

Henry King working again after 
three weeks’ illness. 

Joel McCrea and Frances Dee back 
from eastern vacash. 

Pandro Berman fishing for steel- 
heads at Rogue River. 

Tom Petty back at the Hays office 
after northern vacash. 

Leon Schlesinger and Eddie Black- 


| burn fishing in Oregon. 


Mary Carlisle recovering from 
emergency appendectomy. 

Mrs. Kerstin Wijmark here from 
Sweden for studio interviews. 

R. L. Grant here from London on 
his way back to New Zealand. 

Peggy Montgomery ill. postponed 
her wedding to Gordon D. Ayres. 

Samuel Goldwyn back from play- 
hunting expedition on Broadway. 

Gregory Dicksons and Carroll 
Dunnings celebrated wedding anni- 
versaries. 

Russell Hayden and bride, Jane 
Clayton, returned from Arizona 
honeymoon. 

Tom Moore back to work after 
three weeks in bed with a fractured 
vertebra, sustained in a fal] from a 
horse. 

Maxwell Arnow and Jerry Hoff- 
man lining up show for The Helpers’ 
annual benefit for the Children’s 
Clinic, Thanksgiving Eve, at Bilt- 
more Bowl. 


aati 
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Sigrid in for rt. 
Deneve thems Mineticos siatintet 
guest performed here. 
filling the State 
, ——— pe ae 
a ee 


Terra film, with an outfit of 52, 
to Tripoli for ‘Revelt in Damascus’ 


ors. 

Monuments for composers Richard 
Wagner, Anton Bruckner and Hugo 
tg ~ 8: be set up in ha 

-luminary couple, — 
Schneider and Wolf Albach-Retty, 
announce a of offspring. 

Dr. Arnold Fanck off to Chile with 
staff of 15 to shoot exteriors on au- 
thentic grounds for Bavaria film, 
‘Robinson.’ 

Lilian Harvey in Rome, co-brack- 
eting with Vittorio de Sicca in Astra 
film, ‘Castles in the Air’; direction, 
Augusto Genina. 

Vienna Volksoper turned into 
municipal theatre for classical dime 
opera. Curtain up this month with 
Peethoven’s ‘Fidelio.’ 

Oven-air stage under construciion 
on Lorelei rock on the Rhire with 
seating for 4,500 and 10,000 
standees. Onening early 1939. 
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Gertrude Lawrence on a merry-, 


der, glamor, suspense and what have 


There will be none of the easy-to- 
buy - a - drink - for-the-gals hanging 
around these places when his men 
get through. As a matter of fact 
the police department will be so re- | 
vamped that the coppers will be at 
the service of the citizen. From 
present plans looks as though the) 
policemen, when making a collar or 
presenting a traffic ticket, wil] be 
ending his conversation up with ‘I’m 
sorry I had to annoy you.’ 

Right now, the old gag that was’ 
in practice around 48th street and 
Broadway—chasing ‘em off the Co- 
lumbia and Palace sunning beaches 
—is taking place at Hollywood and) 
Vine. The actors who have been in| 
the habit of congregating in that vi- 
cinity, talking things over and cut-, 
ting up touches, are kept on the | 
move by the harness bulls. } 





lation of cafes and dance halls.’ go-round of femme club meetins:.| you out of the major film offerings, 


accounting for much of the ducat with the public reacting after seeing 


sales for ‘Susan and God.’ 


Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 








| some of them, that they were ‘cheat- 
ed’ and, in several cases, asking their 
money back, claiming they had al- 
ready heard some of the dialog and | 
wisecracks through their receivers | 
from the stars themselves, was 
thrown wide open to the theatregoers | 








Kansas City 


By John Quinn 





Les Durland, Monogram exchange 
manager, spending several days in 
the hospital after auto accident. 

U. S. Navy Band set for a concert 
in the Music Hall Sunday (30) for 


Elissa Landi here for lecture at here last week with a blast in the| benefit of K.C. Post's Christmas 


Woman’s club. 

Bill McInerney, of Ruben circuit 
staff, has his ankle out of cast. 

Tommy Rockwell in town confer- 
ring with Jimmy Dorsey at Orpheum. 

Joe Podoloff, 20th-Fox branch 
manager back on handball courts 
now that his trick knee 
again. 

Paramount Northwest circuit re- 
opens rebuilt Grand, re-named 
Gopher, as 25c. first-run house this 
week (28). 

Franklin Amusement Co., operat- 
ing large independent circuit, 


is o. k.| 


| Seattle Star, Scripps p. m. rag. Most | 
/of the local theatre heads concur | 
| with the front page editorial run in | 
\the rag and will give the writer ad- | 
ditional ammunition for followups, it | 
is said. 

On the inside, it is known that the | 
|Star’s comment comes from a sheet 


fund. 

Lily Pons a guest of the American 
Royal horse show while stopping 
here a few days before going on to 
an Omaha concert. 

Lang Thompson orchestra moves 
out of the Muehlebach grill Nov. 5. 
Grill then to be closed two weeks 
for renovating. Thompson to a Dal- 


net kindly to radio and might be the | las hotel. 


'rag’s way of slapping back at the | 
|radio industry, which has not been at | 
‘all pleased, since it did not partici-— 
pate in the Movie Quiz spending. 


Jack Moffitt, Paramount scripter 
and former film editor of the Star, 
bunking in town while readying 
script of ‘I'm from Missouri’ as Bob 


| Burns’ next film. 
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OBITUARIES 


MAY IRWIN 
May Irwin, 76, for many years 
America’s foremost comedienne, died | 

in New York, Oct. 22. 
Details in the Legitimate section. 


J 
i 
} 
i 





DOROTHY HALE 

Dorothy Hale, 23, who had spent} 
several years on the stage, either fell | 
or jumped from the window of her 
16th floor apartment in Hampshire 
House, New York, Oct. 21, and was 
instantly killed. Police refused to 
report it as a case of suicide, but 
notes to her lawyer suggested that | 
her act had been premeditated, For 
several months her name had been | 
linked with that Harry Hopkins, 
WPA administrator, but an engage- 
ment was denied. 

Of an affluent family, she early 
showed a partiality for the stage. 
She also had played small roles in 
other pictures, She spent several 
years in stock in preparation for the 
Broadway stage. Friends profess a 
belief that it was her failure to real- 
ize this ambition that led her to take 
her life. 

She had twice been married, first | 
to Ty G. Thomas, industrialist, and | 
later to Gardner Hale, mural painter, | 
who was killed in California in 1931 | 
when his car plunged over a cliff. 








JOHN B. CAMPBELL 

John B. Campbell, 67, son of| 
Bartley Campbell, the playwright of 
an earlier day, and himself long as- 
sociated with the theatre, died Oct. 
24, in New York. For many years 
he had been with a stock brokerage 
firm as secretary. 

Earlier he had been associated | 
with the Henry Miller production of | 
‘Daddy Longlegs’ and had been con- 
nected with the Al. H. Woods pro- 
duction, ‘The Trial of Mary Dugan.’ 
He also had been connected with 
several Oliver Morosco productions. 

He is survived by a_ brother, 
Robert, who is secretary of the 
Actors’ Fund. 





ALICE YORKE 
Alice Yorke, 52, wife of the late 
B. C. Whitney, an associate of A. L. 
Erlanger, died in Flushing, L. I., Oct. 
22 of uremic poisoning. She was a 








‘Oliver Goldsmith’ with Stuart Rob- 
son, 

He is survived by his widow, a son, 
Lawrence Grant, and a brother, Alf 
Grant, monologist. 





HAL KEMPIE 
Hal Kempie, Kansas City bandmas- 
ter, died there Oct. 19 while playing 


with his band. Physicians had warned 


him that trumpet playing was bad for 
his weak heart, but he laughingly 
retorted that swing never killed any- 
one. 

He was often confused with Hal 
Kemp, better known bandmaster, but 
there was no relationship. 





GEORGE ALLEN COLEMAN 

George Allen Coleman, 29, radio 
engineer of WGST, Atlanta, died 
last week of bronchial pneumonia. | 
A native of Graymont, Ga., Coleman | 
was graduated from Georgia Tech’ 
in 1932, going with WGST two years 
ago. 

Burial was in Atlanta. 
parents and brother survive. 





| 
GEORGE F. HARTMAN, JR. | 
George F. Hartman, Jr., 52, motion 
picture operator at the Cameo thea- | 
tre, Youngstown, O., died in that city 
suddenly of a heart attack recently. 
He was a long time member of the 
Motion Picture Operators Union. His 
widow, daughter and a brother sur- 
vive, 





FELIX MENDELSSOHN 

Felix Mendelsohn, publisher and 
showman, died in Chicago, Oct. 24. 
He had directed 20 expositions, 
chiefly Chicago affairs, and had writ- 
ten a number of books. 

His widow, a son and daughter, 
survive, 





FRED A. CHAPMAN 
Fred A. Chapman died in Ionia, 
Mich., Oct. 18. He promoted the ad- 
mission-free Ionia Fair, one of the 
high-spot fairs in Michigan, and 
later managed the Michigan State 
Fair. 








TOMMY NOLAN 
Tommy Nolan, former burlesque 
actor and later an agent, died in| 


prima donna of a bygone era and! Brooklyn, N. Y., Oct. 12. 


achieved prominence in many musi- 
cal comedies. Her last appearance 
Was in the ‘Chocolate Soldier.’ 

Survived by three brothers, John 
Yorke, who is Vinton Freedley’s 
business manager, Geoffrey Whitney 
and Charles F. Hill of Toronto. In- 
terment was in Detroit, 





LEWIS S. WHITCOMB 

Lewis S. Whitcomb, 50, assistant 
manager and p. a. for WEEI,; Bos- 
ton, died Oct. 21, 1938, at Beth Is- 
rael hospital, following a heart at- 
tack. He had been ill for more 
than a year, but had been on the 
job. Was assistant manager of 
WEEI for 14 years, anc before that 
had been a newspaperman. He was, 
at one time, radio editor of the Bos- 
ton Post. Leaves a widow and three 
daughters. 





ALLEN T. (CADDY) HAMMEL 

Allen T. (Caddy) Hammel, 71, cir- 
cus and tent show agent, died re- 
cently at his home in Circleville, O., 
from complications. 

He was On the advance of several 
of the major circuses from 1888 un- 
til 1912. In recent years he had been 
employed in the county engineers 
office and custodian of the Masonic 
Temple, Circleville. 





JENNIE AUSTIN 

Jennie Austin, around 48, wife of 
Joseph Hurtig, a brother of Jules 
(Hurtig and Seamon), died Oct. 19 
in New York and was buried Friday 
(21). She was of the Austin Sisters 
in burlesque. Husband has been 
identified with that field for some 
time and was interested in burlesque 
presented in Waterbury and Bridge- 
port last season. 





WALLACE DECKER 

Wallace Decker, 72, veteran legit 
company manager, died Oct. 15 at 
the Sydenham hospital, N. Y., suc- 
cumbing to cancer. He handled any 
number of touring attractions for 
Broadway producers. 

Burial was made lest week at the 
Actors Fund plot, Kensico, N. Y. 





JAMES GRANT 
James (Jumbo) Grant, 66, died in 
New York Oct. 15. He had been in 
many Shubert productions during the 
past 20 years, and had played in 
‘Adonis’ with Henry E. Dixey and in 


For many years he was with at 
Columbia Wheel shows, 





JOHN H. WALTON 
John H. Walton, 49, in wardrobe 
department at 20th-Fox, died Oct. 
19 in Los Angeles. 





Mrs. G. L. (June) Borserine, 21, 
died Oct. 13. She was the only 
daughter of Claude Morris, director 
of publicity and advertising for 
Metro in the Kansas City district of- 
fice. 





Father of Charles Sonin, of Metro’s 
purchasing department, died Oct, 24 
in New York. : 





Mrs. Salome Ebele, 77, mother of 
Edward Ebele, 20th-Fox executive, 
died Oct. 20 in Hollywood. 





Conciliation 











(Continued from page 5) 





to the board of directors at the con- 
vention, probably opening day (30). 
Proposals will be discussed from all 
angles, together with procedure to 
be followed on resumption of meet- 
ings here with the distributors. L. C. 
Griffith, appointed to the MPTOA 
committee, was unable to come to 
New York last week, due to his 
wife’s illness, but may join for sub- 
sequent huddles early in November. 
Before leaving for Mississippi, Kuy- 
kendall announced that. definite 
progress was being made towards the 
solution of outstanding industry 
problems. Tenor of Allied’s an- 
nouncement reflected the same feel- 
ing, although it is early to deter- 
mine just how harmoniously dis- 
tribs and indies may arrive at self- 
regulation satisfactory to both sides. 
There is bound to be considerable 
wrangling and undoubtedly much 
compromising, including among indie 
exhib groups themselves. 

In addition to the program made 
up as a basis for discussion of trade 
practices with the distributors, the 
MPTOA convention, it has been 
promised, will consider other ques- 
tions, including the chances for or- 
ganized self-regulation ultimately 
and whether clearance and other dis- 
putes can be adjusted locally, 





through conciliation or arbitration. 
Other points for discussion at the 
powwow will include whether the 
anti-trust laws actually prohibit con- 
structive cooperation between dis- 
tributor and exhibitor; whether the 
Government suit against majors will 
clarify confusion and uncertainties; 


' whether regulation of business prac- 


tices in distribution and exhibition 
by criminal statute is 
whether responsible indie exhibs and 
country town theatre owners should 
have any voice in Federal and state 
legislation to regulate business prac- 
tices, and others. 





Allied’s Confabs 
Atlantic City, Oct. 25. 
More than 400 delegates and mem- 
bers of the New Jersey and New 
York Allied Theatre Owners in con- 
vention here last week heard 


Col Hy: A. Cole, chairman of Allied’s ; 


negotiation committee at Trade Par- 
leys in New York, state that parleys 
would not be able to solve theatre 
divorcement issue. Much of the busi- 
ness scheduled at this convention 


inevitable; | 


——3 





these news items; each has been 





News From the Dailies 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Hollywood and London. Variety takes no credit for 


rewritten from a daily paper. 





East 


| —_ <-— 


Peggy 





Fears’ 


mother committed | 








C. Lengel her agent in the disposal 
of the literary properties of her 
father, the late Porter Emerson 
Browne. Included are 82 plays, 43 
motion picture synopses as well as 





suicide by gas poisoning in Dallas,| short stories, articles and poems. 


Tex., Oct. 19. 
as the cause of her act. 


| Connie Immerman arrested last 
| week on charge of being a common 
gambler. Aftermath of the recent 
raid on the Beach Club, Atlantic 
| Beach. Out on $2,500 bail. 
| 
liefurnction to ‘celebrate the 50th 
‘anniversary of its founding. Affair 
| at the Waldorf, Nov. 9. Helen Hayes, 
| Maurice Evans, Otis Skinner, Hen- 
'drik Wilem van Loon and Walter 
| Hampden to entertain. 


Fred Stone seidl master at the 


was shelved because of the parleys. Lambs last Thursday. He and John 
which opened the same day as the ' Golden did a song from ‘Chin Chin.’ 


conclave here. 


Now it’s a whistling contest to be 


The Movie Quiz, the two organiza-' sponsored by the Dept. of Parks. 


with too much ‘mystery’ and that as 


interest. 

a waste of time and money to con-| 
tinue the contest. Similar opinions | 
of lack of interest were expressed by | 
delegates form Maryland, Pennsyl- | 
vania and New England States. 

Col. Cole together with Abram F. | 
Myers, general counsel for Allied, | 
and Nathan Yamis, national presi- | 
dent, addressed the convention on 
the New York parleys. They all| 


Widow, | tions were told, had been conducted | Finals at Mullaly park, Bronx, to-be 


preceded by eliminations. Open to 


| a result there was little if any public | all. 
The convention held it was | 


Mrs. Emily Davis, former light 
opera singer, awarded $6,000 dam- 
ages in her suit for $35,000 against 
108th 
Assn. Hit on the nose by a lacrosse 
ball two years ago while watching 
a practice game. Asserts it ended 
her singing career. 

Cornelia Otis Skinner opened 
her regular season at Short Hills, 
N. J., last night (Tuesday). Repeats 
tonight. 

yovernment business in Barcelona 


Ill health is ascribed 


Players Club to give its first pub- | 


Infantry Armory Athletic | 


Frank Retalatto, who has been 

selling fur coats to chorines at amaz- 

| ing bargains, in the toils, charged 

| with having pilfered the coats. 

. A. Clarke, of New Rochelle, 

| got 50 free trips across thhe Henry 

Hudson bridge Saturday. His was 
theh 15,000,000th ear to cross. 


R. H. Burnside to stage ‘Financial 
Follies’ for the N. Y. Financial 
Writers, Astor hotel, Dec. 16. 


Lamar Stringfield, symphony con- 
ductor, now associate conductor at 
| Radio City. M. H 

Father Flanagan of Boys Town, 
says the film has cut into current 
receipts. People figure it a going 
concern not in need of money. Con- 
tributions down $5,000 since the pic- 
ture opened. 


Sponsors of Berkshire Music Fes- 
heaiew announce that $75,000 will be 





|needed for next season’s event. 
| Mostly for improvements to the 
property. 


| Coast 





L. A. sheriff’s squad raided Phil 
| Selznick’s, Mammy Louise’s and 
Irvine’s Mermaid. Niteries were 


stated that there were signs of much | halted for two hours last week while —e with selling liquor after 2 


good coming from the parleys, but | 
it was too early in the game to prom- 
ise anything definite. 

Col. Cole stated, ‘Allied’s Com- 
mittee at its first meeting with the 
representatives of distributors were 
advised that the latter could not ne- 
gotiate divorcement of theatres. We 
have not discussed this further.’ 
Allied has been favoring theatre 
divorcement, one of the present 
issues. Myers called the parleys a 
‘test of whether there exists in this 
business capacity to practice self- 
regulation.’ 





Pablo Casals played a concert broad- 
cast to the U. S. He’s a Catlan. 

RCA plans at least a two-hour 
television program daily by the time 
the World’s Fair opens. Preparing 
to manufacture receivers on a wide 
scale. 

Carl Erbe, p.a. for Ben Marden’s 
Riviera, sailed last week with three 
others on a cruise to the West Indies 
and Panama in a 62-foot ketch, the 
announced intention being to bring 
back beautiful girls for the floor 
show. All .in a Jersey shore hos- 
pital after being pulled out of the 
surf off Wildwood when the tub cap- 
sized. None in any danger, but the 





‘Kiss the Boys’ 
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Wind,” which has become a sorely 
serious subject on the S-I lot. 

Dave Selznick laughed off that he 
is east to file a suit against Clare 
Boothe, author of ‘Kiss the Boys,’ on 
alleged grounds that the play in- 
jures his picture property ‘Gone 
With theh Wind.’ He saw the play 
before he left for Bermuda today 
(Wednesday ). 





Goldwyn on Legit 
Hollywood, Oct. 25. 

Samuel Goldwyn is authority for 
the statement that the stage is defi- 
nitely on its way to recovery. The 
producer returned from his Broad- 
way safari intent on filming what he 
calls the best of the current legit 
crop, ‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois.’ 

However, Darryl Zanuck is beat- 
ing him to a Lincoln picture by 
ordering immediate start on ‘Lawyer 
of the West,’ yarn about the great 
liberator’s early career in Illinois. 
Lamar Trotti sold the story to the 
studio a year ago and goes on the 
screenplay. 

Goldwyn says the stage’s perkup 
is a good sign for pictures, as much 
needed material is made available, 





Selznick, Whitney 
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some time there in conferences with 
Jo Swerling on the new ‘Gone With 
the Wind’ script. 





Hollywood, Oct. 25. 

David O. Selznick set Jan. 5 as the 
starting date for ‘Gone With the 
Wind.’ Date was announced just be- 
fore the producer left for New York 
to confer with Jo Swerling on plans 
for trimming the script, which is too 
long for filming. 

While in the east, Selnick will look 
over candidates for the role of Scar- 
lett. He expects to be gone a month. 
He sails tomorrow (Wednesday ) from 
New York on a holiday. 

‘Selznick is dickering with Samuel 
Goldwyn for the loan of Andrea 
Leeds for the Melanie role in ‘Wind.’ 
Actress is currently cast in “The Last 
Frontier’ with Gary Cooper. 





trip’s off. Definitely. 

Alexander Woollcott reputed to 
have turned down a picture offer. 
{Says he can’t desert stage. 

New Haven road repeated its 
Husking Bee Train of last season. 
Took out quite a crowd last Satur- 


ay. 

District of Columbia commis- 
sioners fly the skull crossbones flag 
for 24 hours after an auto death. 
If no fatality, it’s a white flag. 

Mary Pickford, in Washington to 
present one of her old films to the 
government, ‘tells reporters she finds 
the slums of the capital worse than 
any she saw abroad. 

Troy (N. Y.) police start a new 
campaign against cellar clubs. Claim 
the owners stymied previous efforts, 
but now judge says he’ll back them 
up. Too many crimes of violence. 

Brooklyn woman who set fire to 
her own auto held not to be guilty 
of arson, but magistrate advised her 
not to do it again. Touched the car 
off because her husband was using 
it without her permission. 

Theatre Guild subscribers advised 
they can obtain tickets to Mercury 
theatre productions on Guild terms. 

Missouri declares the Movie Quiz 
contest to be a lottery. 

Rodeo performers made their sev- 
enth annual visit to Bellevue last 
Thursday. Performed before 5,000 
patients and nurses. 

Equity refuses Helen Hayes’ ‘Vic- 
toria’ a two-week pre-Christmas lay- 
off without pay. Says the usual week 
is sufficient. 

Lawrence Tibbett back in N. Y. 
after a 32,000-mile tour which in- 
cluded Australia. 

Two yeggs garnered the receipts 
of Mrs. Roosevelt’s lecture at Green 
Bay, Wis., last week. Told the women 
in the box office they had been sent 
to watch the receipts so they could 
go inside.and hear the lecture. They 

id and the two men walked off with 
about $700. 

Serge Lifar, of Ballet Russe, sailed 
for home Saturday after a jam with 
the management. 

Jacques Deval made his third 
cross-country flight in two weeks last 
Friday. Planed east to rehearse in 
‘Lorelei,’ called back to Hollywood 
for retakes and now he’s back in 
town for the play. 

Cast of ‘Missouri Legend’ guests 
at the Rodeo last Sunday. 

Robert Sherwood speaker at sec- 
oné®-symposium of Group theatre 
Saturday. 

Billy Gould, Yeteran vaudevillian, 
now on WPA, offers a program to 
prove he did the Lambeth Walk 
on the old New York roof in 1901. 

Leroy G. Phelps, cameraman of 
‘Dark Rapture,’ doing a lecture tour 
of N. Y. high schools. Talks about 
the filming, 

Rodeo gave a special morning per- 
formance Saturday for 15,000 under- 
privileged children. Financed by an 
anonymous business men. 

Suzanne Browne appoints William 





Mary Lane, screen actress, in- 
jured by a motor truck in L. A. last 
March, accepted an out-of-court set- 
tlement of her $51,000 suit. 

William Dieterle, film director, 
was awarded $13,922 and his wife, 
Charlotte. $13,875, in their damage 
suit against Felix La Forge in L. A. 
Suit was the result of injuries sus- 
tained in a taxicab accident in 1936. 

Judge Ben Lindsey assailed what 
he called the ‘travesty on justice’ 
that permits law suits to consume 
$83,000 of Freddie Bartholomew's 
earnings. He advocated complete 
protection for child actors in a 
speech before the L. A. Lawyers 
club. 

Dorothy Merle DePont, dance in- 
structor, was awarded damages of 
$5,547 in a suit against a milk com- 
pany. She was injured last January 
when her car collided with a truck, 

Separate maintenance suit filed in 
L. A. by Leopoldine Konstantin Her- 
czeg, Austrian actress, against Geza 
Herczeg, screen writer, was dis- 
missed by mutual consent. Couple 
are negotiating a property settle- 
ment, 

Eula Marlene Rich, wife of Fred- 
die Rich, band leader, filed a $100,000 
alienation suit in L. A. against Eliza- 
beth Gordon. 


MARRIAGES 


Dina Alevy to Clarence J. 
Schneider, foreign publicity director 
of Columbia Pictures, Oct. 21, in New 
York. 

Juanita Smith to Kenneth Black, 
in Decatur, Ill, Oct. 3. He’s with 
the Songfellows, WHO, Des Moines. 

Cecelia Carey to John R. Kearney 
in Washington, D. C., Oct. 20. Both 
are singers with ‘I'd Rather Be Right’ 
on tour. 

Margaret T. Tallichet, film actress, 
to William Wyler, film director, Oct. 
23 in Arrowhead Springs, Cal. Sec- 
ond try for the groom, formerly 
married to Margaret Sullavan. 











BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Einar H. Bourman, 
son, in Hollywood, Oct. 18, Father 
is costumer at Metro. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hugh A. L. Halff, 
daughter, in San Antcnio, Oct. 15. 
Father is president and general man- 
ager of WOAI, San Antonio. 

Mr. and Mrs, Harry Walton, son, 
in Pittsburgh, Oct. 17. Father is 
pianist with Dick Stabile’s band. 

Mr. and Mrs. Foster May, daugh- 
ter, in Omaha, Oct. 15. Father 1s 
newscaster and special events an- 
nouncer for WOW, Omaha. 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Woolsten- 
hulme, son, in Hollywood, Oct. 20. 
Father is Paramount unit business 
manager. 

Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Janofsky, 
daughter, in Hollywood, Oct. 21. 
Father is attorney for Screen Writ- 
ers’ Guild, 

Mr. and Mrs. George Dallin, 
daughter, in Philadelphia, Oct. 14. 
Father is Robbins musie rep in 
Philly. 

Mr. and Mrs. Vic Rugh, son, in 
Wichita, Oct. 19, Father is announcer 





for radio station KFH. 
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Probable Football Winners 
And Proper Odds 
(October 29) 
By NAT KAHN 
GAMES WINNERS ODDS 
Cornell-Columbia .............. Pere: eikceaccpesds cas nwe ee 
Werdham-Pitt ...cccccccsc ces ceee Tk oa Pea a iceeceee ee 
Dartmouth-Vale ...........--+0% eh RS ears err ees Ty | 
Princeton-Harvard ...........+++.. WOPUREE oo. ccctkenscstenckye aeeee 
Army-Notre Dame ............-++. Notre Dame ......sssece cose S41 
Navy-Penn ........ PGE t,” pr ER eee ee -+. Even 
Colgate-Holy Cross ........+-+s+0+ SURE CROGO 440% 6% kh %h0d2 co. we 
Syracuse-Penn State .............. BYPRCUSE . 20 cscs “osnsscas ~e» 9/5 
Georgetown-Temple ..........++++. TUMOEE: oo i bub eecentasunne . Even 
Minnesota-Northwestern .......... Northwesterm ............ -«- 5/8 
Illinois-Michigam ............++065. py aR one? ae 
Iowa State-Marquette ............-. ROwe. Ste ooeiccdevaccvees -. 8/5 
Missouri-Nebraska .........+-+-++5 | Me ah ae Me ae ce 9/5 
Santa Clara-Michigan State ....... Banta: Cia 6 ei sn dcasa ves -- 8/5 
DIO «646.8 6,00 0 06 04 6a 008 0 BN ov ov cadet Hae vad 0 tee ee Even 
Louisiana State-Tennessee ........ po re eee .. Even 
Duke-North Carolina .........+..- North Carolina .......... (co ae 
Georgia Tech-Vanderbilt. .......\.. WieePiee 6c das suns eae » on 
S. M, U.-Texas ....... me ey oe ae ari We Fi sae wee ednve so U4 
Arkansas-Texas A&M ..........+.. yo ae errr ..»- Even 





Stanford-U. C. L. A.. 
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Bills Next Week 


(Continued from page 46) 


Harry Rayburn 
Schwartz 
Tommy Dorsey 
Bob Eherle Orc 
Lee Leighton Ore 


Ore 


Claude Parminter 
State Gardens 

Dorrine 

Alma Williams 

Tommy Reynolds 


Tic Top Tap 
Jackson & Clifford 
Sally Joyce 
Florence Barlow " 


Town and Country 


Club 
Laureen Nevelle 
Cliff Burmek 
Wirth’s Futuristic 
Joe Caravella Orc 
Steve Swedish Orc 
Bill Schweitzer Orc 
Jack Fexer 
Ford & Barnes 
Maureen Rosay 
Rogan & Mann 

Wisconsin Roof 
Jack Denny Orc 


Herseys Loraine De Wood 
Anchorage Miss Utah ; 
Hughie Morton Ore | Miss Jacksonville 
Balcenades Rhythm Sis 
Tommy Carlyn Orc New Penn 
Bill Green's Harry Candullo Ore 
Tommy Tucker Orc Nixon Cafe 
Amy Arnell Fran Bichler Ore 


Club Petite 
Ted Blake Ore 
Louise Dilda 
Ramona Ray 

Cork and Bottle 
Jack Davis 
Eddie Peyton’s 
Jimmy Gamble Orc 
Eddie Peyton 
Mike Peyton 
Marion Muller 
Hotel Rosoevelt 
Lowe & Kissinger 
Hotel Schenley 
Jack Walton Ore 
Art Giles 
Hotel Webster Hall 
Major Oimes Orc 


Hotel William Penn 


(Chatterbox) 
Lawrence Welk Orc 
Lois Best 


Walter Bloom 
(Continental Bar) 

Larry Murphy 4 
Italian Gardens 


Bob Carter 

Shavo Sherman 
Miller Sis 

Lyman & Driscoll 
Ruls’n, Tamvro & B 
Lester & Irmajean 
Angelo Di Palma 


Plaza Cafe 


Adele Curtis 
5 Dance Darlings 
Billy Cover 
Lenore Rika 
Moran Sis 
Pines 
Nick Parillo Org 
Riviera 
Joe Berlek Ore 


Show Boat 
Al Marsico Ore 
Jack Peck 
Hartzell & Benson 
Sherry Lane 
Ragtime M’taineers 
6 Bee Gardner Gls 


Willows 





Ray Herbeck Ore 


Eizi Covato Ore Kirby Brooks 
PHILADELPHIA 
Anchorage Harold Reed 


Bill Honey Ore 


Arcadia Int'l 


Gali-Gali 

Happy Felton Ore 
Eddy Platt 

Billy Galbraith 
Lorraine Barre 
Muriel Thomas 
Joe Pietro 3 
K-Mar 


BKellevue-Stratford 
(Main Dining R'm) 
Meyer Davis Ore 


(Burgandy Room) 
Frank Juele Orc 
Cliff Hall 
Murray Dancers 
Edmund DeLucca 
Adolph Lanza 


Benny the Bum’s 


Johnny Howard 
George Clifford 
Lina Basquette 
Dottie Mallinson 
Marion Kingston 
Jerry Foster 
Irving Ore 
Deloyd McKay 
Jonunny Graft Ore 
Eherman Gls (12) 


Cadillac Tavern 


Deane & Thomas 
Sunny Ray 
Henrick & Adrienne 
Darlene Jones 
Dick Thomas 
H Reynolds Ore 
Jack Newlon 
Clob Africana 
F Riley & Sunda 
tila 
Long Sis 
Flash & Dash 
Fay Banks 
Lillian Evans 
Kitty Murray 
Hurricane 6 


Doc Hyde Ore 
Club 15 
Billie France 


Mae Masters 
“Terry Parker 

Jay Palmer 

Donna Lee 
Marcelle Marschon 
Beverly Fisher 
Johnny Young's Or 


Douglas Show Boat 
Jackie Mabley 


Robby & Jimmy 
Jennie Dancer 
Bon Bon 


Yack Taylor 
Beach Combers 
Charley Gains Ore 


Embassy 


Helen Benton 
Bert Clemoux 
Joan Gray 

Olive Faye 

John Elliott 
Betty Lynch 
Peggy Taylor 
Betty Davis 
Barbara Jonunston 
Ann Kirwin 
Pedro Blanco Ure 


Evergreen Casine 
Beth Challis 

Joe Millkopf Ore 
Marion Melton 
Helaine & D'nalds'n 
Ann Hudson 

Ann Collins 

Al Engle 


Frankie Palumbo's 


Les Barclay 
Don & Doresse 
Emerald Sis 
Maude O'Malley 
Stump & Stumpy 
Bobby Morrow Orc 
Hildebrand's 
Francis Renault 
Mary Weldon 
Matto & Therese 
Larry Harkins 
Jack Ulman 
Marna Leonard 
Joan Metion 
Smitty 
Madame Dorea 
Richard Bach 
Bobby Lee Orc 


Hotel Adelphia 
(Cafe Marguery) 
Allen Fielding Ore 
Dick Centerfield 
Gower & Jeanne 
Vanderbilts 
Kitty Kallen 
6 Continentals 
Margo Gis (12) 
Don Angelina Ore 
Hotel Philadelphia 
Cc Wolf Gis-61 
Barry & DeAlba 
Mel-O-Dy 
Tony Senna 
Mary Clifford 
| Harry Taylor 
Joe Frasetto 
Latimer Club 
Virginia Renault 
Evelyn Lampshire 
Sonie Petrova 





Jimmy Peyton Orc | 


| Manny LaPorte Ore 
Anita Chandler 
| Linwood Barnes 


| Little Rathskellee 


| Jack Griffin Ore 
| Gaye Dixon 
| Buddy Walker 
3 Peppers 
| Kinley & Grant 
Gladys Crane 
| Jack Lynch's 
Jeno Donath Ore 
Vincent Rizzo Ore 
Barney Zeeman 
Terry Lawlor 
Step Bros 
Raye & Naldi 
Mildred Reed 
Chas Smith 
Joe Lewis 
Jimmy Blake 
Jack Lynch Gls 12 
Open Door 
Chick Mullery 
Dolly Vaughan 
Rdward & Angela 
Clarence Williams 
Scotty Middleton 
Viola Klaiss Ore 
Jim Rossi 
Bob Spedden 
Parrish Cafe 
Blanche Saunders 
Anna May Fisher 
Billy & Flo Grose 
Ted Miller 
Rhythm Duke's Or} 
Vernon Guy 
Rendezvous 
Alan Gale 
Lane & Carroll 
Sybil Ross 
Miaco 
Ben Tracey 
Chet Fennis Ore 
Stamp’s Cafe 
Mimi Stewart 
Johnny Welsh 
Cleo & Valentine 
Joy & Juanita 
Marrone & Galle 
Gene Baylos 
Jack Hutchinson 
Irving Braslow Ore 
Silver Lake Inn 
(Clementon) 
Mickey Familant Or 
MacDonald & Ross 
Maia Monterea 
Shirley Gay 
| Dutkin’s Rathskelier 


Lola 
Bonnie Stewart 
Pully & Gump 























| Alpine Village 
; Royal Skate Duo 
| Swissonettes 
Herman Pirchner 
Swissonettes 

| Otto Thurn Ore 


| 

| Avalon 
| Hy Barren Ore 

| Kileen Joyce 


Nicholas & Sylvia | 
Melanie 
| LaZar & Frances 
Bob Marchand 
Cedar Gardens 
Duke Melvin Ore 
Detroit Red 
Davis & Davis 
Zeta 
Sherman N Dudley 
Pitts & Pitts 
| Boris Flink 
Louis Depps 
Rosalie 
Chateau Club 
Art West 
Paimer Gis 
Gloria Gaylord 
| Marty Lewis Ore 
Freddie's Cafe 
Tony Emma Ore 
Lynch Sis 
Coakie Sydell 
Kathleen MacCrae | 
i 
\ 








Kddie Barnes 


De Mayos 

Leslie Sis 

Dick Phillips Ore 
Frank Ponti 


20th Century 


Eddie Thomas 
o’Conner Bros 
Bert Sinclair 
Ruth Kay 
Derby Wilson 
Tommy Cullen Ore 
Harold Beswick 
21 Club 
Mitzi O'Neill 
Ruth Martin 
Ann Rush 
Marion Kingston 
Jerry Foster 
Doll Morris 
Mariy Landis Ore 
1214 Club 


Dan Healy 

Soni Shaw 

H’wood Gis (8) 

King’s Swinger Ore 
Viking Cafe 


Jackie Whalen 
Murry Wood 
James & Peltz 
Audrey Jordan 
Jerry Delmar Ore 
Village Barn 
Dolores O'Neill 
Lloyd & Willis 
Frenchy Martin 
Marty Bohn 


| Nancy Lee 


5 Bob-O-Links 
Teddy Oliver Ore 


Weber’s Hof Brave 
(Camden) 


Nino Carmino 
Karl & Gretchen 
Bavarians 

Ilse Hart 

Rudy Bruder 
Ray Miller 
Dolly Reckless 
Eddie Pickard 
Eddie Polo 
Chesters 

Eddie Sheppard 
J & T Shellenh’mey 


Yacht Club 


Kitty Helmling Orc 
Jimmy Bailey 
Babe La Tour 

3 Martins 

Louise Clayton 
Kippie Velez 
Patricia Robinson 
Cleo Warner 
Roberta Ramsey 
Patricia Robinson 


CLEVELAND 


Gourmet Club 
Louis Cina Ore 
Judy Lawton 

Hotel Cleveland 

(Cleveland Room) 
Walt Bergner Orc 

(Little Cafe) 

Gene Erwin Orc 


Hotel Fenway Hall 
Willie Potts Ore 
Hotel Hollenden 
Eddy Brandt Orc 
Jean Travers 
Romany 3 
Bernhardt & Gr'h'm 
Hotel Statier 
Dick Barrie Ore 
Pollard & Martin 
Russell Swann 
Monaco’s Cafe 
Jacques Pollack Or 
Cc & G Cansino 
George Shepherd 
Gayle Gaylord 
Ohio Villa 


Freddie Carlone Or 


Nick Lueas 
Regal Club 


| Rita Cazell Co 


Southern Tavern 


Paul Burton Orc 
Nick Bontemps 


Commodora bies Don Kaye 
Ambassador Club | Al Rome ° 
Buddy Lester Club Frontenac 
Baron Ricco Geo Alfand Ore 
Millie Oberner Harry Jarkey 
Charlie Lazin Ore Sally Osmon 
Book-Cadillac Hotel Don Ernesto 


(Book Casino) 
Joe Venuti Ore 
tosalean & Seville 
Paul LaVois Ore 
(Motor Bar) 
Art Ravel Ore 
Muriel Boyd | 
| Chene-Trombley 
Jimmy Gargano Or 
Betty Woods ' 


| Spec & 


Doryce & Freddie 


Commodore Club 
Cc Cromwell Ore 
Grace Drysdale 
Spot 

Hotel Statler 

(Terrace Roum) 
Navier Cugat Ore 
Georges & Jalna 


Phil Brestoff Ore 





Carmen Castillo 
Judy Lane 
Cataliono Rolon 
Jimmy Deland 
Murray Dancers 
Nebiolo Cafe 
Leonard Seel Ore 
Tudell & Jean 
Vera Walton 
Northwood inn 
Ray Carlin Ore 
Moaty Wysong 
Bobby Cook 
Santoro & Lorraine 
Sigrid Dagnie 
Lafayette & LaV 
The Guardsman 


House Line (8) 
Powatan 
Paul Neighbor Ore 
Dawn Bros & Merry 
Mare Ballero 
Honey & Wilson 
Saks 
Les Arquette Ore 
Ralph Fisher 
Harry Jarkey 
Lillian Barnes 
Ryck & Kaye 
To-Je Farms 
Burns Cambell Ore 
Willie Green 
Tondelayo & Lopez 
Billy & Billie 


iit — Ted Louis 
uardsmen , 
Ginger Cole Webster Hall 


(Cocktail Grill) 


Art Mooney Orc 
Jean Shailor 


Leola Taylor 
Hal Borne Ore 


Plantation Club 





Duanos 
Edgar Hayes Ore Paul Gordon 
peo tat satiated Wonder Bar 
Pedro & -Dolores Dorothy Berlin 


Whirlwinds (3) 1 Al Vierra Orc 








Thea. Arts Center 











(Continued from page 1) 


/number of charter memberships at 
| $100 and annual dues of $19. Mem- 
i bership will be open to all Equity 
members and professionals in the 
| theatre, as well as a limited number 
'of Federal Theatre Project. workers. 
i It is also figured that Equity and 
other theatrical groups may help 
finance it. Plans for the Center will 
be submitted to the Equity council 
within the next couple of weeks 
(several members of the board are 
on the Equity council), but it will 
be carried out regardless of whether 
approval is voted. The Actors 
Repertory Co. and the Motion Pic- 
ture Arts Committee have already 
endorsed it. Meeting of the board 
is scheduled for today (Wednesday) 
to map further plans and a series of 
luncheons will be given to launch 
the financial drive. 

Tentative plans call for the use of 
two floors of the building for the 
Theatre Arts Center. The ground 
floor wiil probably be leased for use 
as a resiaurant, negotiations for 
which have already begun. The re- 
maining two floors would be rented 
out as offices. Idea of such a meet- 
ing place for actors has been sug- 
gested from time to time in the past, 
but nothing has ever come of it. 
Antoinette Perry’s audition commit- 
tee of the American Theatre Coun- 
cil has considered various plans 
along similar lines and was reported 
last spring to be actually looking for 
a site, but nothing has been heard 
of that lately. It has also frequent- 
ly been suggested that Equity spon- 
sor such an enterprise. Those favor- 


. > e , 
Rebbins’ Quick Fold 
Robbins Bros,’ circus closed sud- 
denly Saturday (22), failing to con- 
tinue skedded tour which had couple 
of days to run. Arrived at winter 
quarters in Rochester, Ind., late Sun- 
day night (23), passing up dates in 
Columbia, Tenn., and Hopkinsville, 

Ky. 

Performers and other personnel 
were not informed of sudden deci- 
sion to close and were first told 
Sunday while training through Ken- 
tucky. Performers claim they have 
not received full pay for months, 
getting part time irregularly. 

New Robbins Bros.’ show was put 
out this year by Zuck Terrell and 
Jess Adkins. 
Cole Bros.’ show until folding that 
also without notice on Aug. 2. 


DIXIE GOES BIG 
FOR STRIPPERS 


Spartanburg, S. C., Oct. 25. 

Providing approaching cold 
weather doesn’t dish out goose pim- 
ples—which the censors and John 
Law have failed to provide so far 
—fiesh is heading into its greatest 
season in Dixie. The numerous big 
fair midway shows carted along 
more strippers this fall than they’ve 
displayed in many years. Stage 
shows playing the southern circuits 
are strong on strippers, and some 
of the larger fair shows are carrying 
20 to 30 zipper gals with their units. 

Censorship and taboo stuff which 





Gotham and other spots rarely in- 
terferes down here. Example: 
World of Mirth shows on Spartan- 
burg fair’s six-day midway bill fea- 
tured ‘Miss America,’ a unit of four 
straight strippers, all week, with 
several other large shows spotting 
more of them a few yards away. 
Setup was minus complaints and 
customers included several officers 
—but none with padlocks, and no 
loud compiaints were heard from re- 
form groups. 


R. H. Morten Planes 
To His Injured Wife 


Philadelphia, Oct. 25. 











ing the idea of such a meeting place 
claim that actors (particularly the 
younger ones) are now forced to 
gather at drugstores and taverns, 
which are expensive and do not of- 
fer the proper atmosphere. 





Sweet vs. Swing 











(Continued from page 1) 


consistent grossers here year after 
year. 

Management has found that 
Stanley is strictly a band house, that 
units are no go, but it’s also learned, 
and not without considerable finan- 
cial loss either, that the house regu- 
lars like their music sweet, not hot. 

Couple of topnotch maestros who 
have of late switched style of 
melody to lowdown are finding 
Stanley’s doors closed to them now. 
Same fellows in past have played 
here regularly and done biz, too, but 
no dice now that they've turned their 
back on sweet. 

Incidentally, same situation is ap- 
plying but to a lesser degree at cafes 
and hotels here. The kids like it 
but not the spenders, and that’s what 
counts. 





Similar trends have been noticed 
elsewhere, in theatres and niteries; 
| but just as sharply refuted in other 
| key cities. 








HAMID BEATS GROTTO 
Cleveland, Oct. 25. 


Airline flight skeds were disrupted 
last week to speed Robert H. Morton 
to Miami, where his wife was await- 
ing his arrival before undergoing a 
major operation. Morton is in charge 
for George Hamid of an indoor cir- 
cus to be put on at the Arena here 
next month for the Shriners. 

Mrs. Morton was injured in a ten- 
nis tournament. When fog prevented 
Morton’s taking a plane from New- 
ark, he trained to Camden, but found 
that planes were also grounded there. 
Then he learned the Miami plane 
would leave from Newark, but 
couldn’t land at Camden. Special 
plane was provided him between 
Camden and Newark and the Miami 
plane was held until he arrived. 


B. A. C. 1. for N. 0. 


New Orleans, Oct. 25. 
Orleans Levee Board has accepted 
a bid of $262,000 from Harry Batt to 
operate an amusement park pat- 
terned after Coney Island at Milne- 
burg on the lakefront here. The 
lease on the new site will be for a 
term of 20 years. 
Pontchartrain Beach, the 
amusement park, is being razed. 


N. C. Fair and Parks 


Charlotte, N. C., Oct. 25. 
The Rowan County Fair, Salisbury, 
put 50,000 through the turnstiles this 





old 





year’s 27,500 attendance. 





Beating the time of Al Sirat Grot- 
to, which won’t stage its annual win- 
ter circus in the Cleveland civic aud- 
itorium until Feb. 2, Al Sutphin is 
bringing in the Hamid-Morton cir- 
cus Oct. 21-Nov. 5 as the Arena’s 
| initial fall theatrical event. 

Clyde Beatty from nearby Chilli- 
| cothe, signed as added attraction for 
Arena show although Capt. Proske’s 
Bengal tigars are regularly the bill- 
toppers in the H-M unit. 


CIRCUS ROUTES 


Week of October 31 
Barnes-Sells-Floto 
Winston Salem, N. €., 31; Raleigh, 1; 
Greensboro, 2; Charlotte, 3; Columbia 
} Augusta, Ga., & 








lowing in the wake of the regular 
fair this year—Southeastern Colored 
| Fair. A parade through the city 
opened the event. Bantly’s All Amer- 
‘ican Shows were on the midway. 
World’s Exposition Shows hove just 


j 
| 


completed the Sumter County Fair. | 


| Before that they were at the second 
‘annual Cotton-Peanut Festival-Fair 
}at Enfield. 
| Edney Brothers Shows played 
Raleigh under Legion sponsorship, 
featuring the Wilno cannon act. 
County police have closed up the 
| elaborate Pine Harbor amusement 


;center on the Catawba river, near | 


| Charlotte, for ‘moral reasons.’ Legal 
tilts have failed to remove the pad- 
| lock. ; 


Terrell had been with} 


knocked flesh shows for a loop in| 


| year, an increase of 22,500 over last) 


Charlotte had had a new fair, fol- , 








Set for Frisco's 
Streets of World 





San Francisco, Oet. 25. 

Four colorful foreign villages last 
week took place in Streets of the 
| Worid, biggest concession in San 
Francisco’s 1939 Golden Gate Inter- 
national Exposition. 

B. D. Russell, Managing Director, 
| announced that 25 buildings for a 
Hawaiian Village would be shipped 
from the Islands Nov. 12. 75 Ha- 
waiians will be in the village, inc‘ud- 
ing entertainers and merchants. The 
village will be built around a cen- 
tral ceremonial house, where tradi- 
tional native dances will be per- 
formed. Star of the show will be 
a full-blooded native princess. 


Second village will bring Latin 
America to Treasure Island. With 
financial backing coming partially 
from members of Hollywood’s Latin 
colony, the Latin American quarter 
will feature a large Spanish resiaur- 
ant, Mexican artists and enitertain- 
ers. Headliners will be the rumba- 
dancing Miliano Sisters from Ha- 
| vana. 

Approximately 100,000 square feet 
| within the four-acre Streets of the 
| World area will be occupied by a 
| Swiss village and a reproduction of 
Paris’ famous Montmarire. A feature 
| will be a completely equipped mod- 
el milk chocelate factcry, built by 
| one of the Swiss chocolate compan- 
ies. There also will be a Swiss res- 

taurant, which will be open for a 

‘preview’ about Jan. 1. 

Exposition-trained engineers and 
| artisans will direct construction of 

the French and Parisian exhibit. 

This information was received last 
| week by Russell from Eberhard and 
| Sandoz, Swiss showmen who oper- 
| ated villages at fairs in Lyons, 1914; 
| Antwerp, 1930; Brussels, 1935, and 

Paris, 1931 and 1937. Eberhard and 
| Sandoz left Monday (24) for the 
| states. 


| 
| These two villages will be built by 
local labor, under the direction of 
the Swiss designers. Feature enter- 
tainment acts for both shows will be 
brought from France and Switzer- 
land, Eberhard reported. 
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WHITEHEAD TO ADDRESS 
OUTDOOR SHOWMEN 


Chicago, Oct. 25. 

Ralph Whitehead, chief executive | 
of the American Federation of Ac- 
tors, has accepted an invitation to 
address the convention of the Inter- 
national Association of Fairs and Ex- 
position at the Sherman hotel here 
on Nov. 29. 

Invitation grew out of the present 
activity and campaign on the part of 
the AFA to organize performers in 
carnivals and fairs, with the Inier- 
national indicating a desire to listen 
to Whitehead’s expressions on the 
growing need for affiliation with or- 
| ganized labor on the part of the car- 
nivals and fairs. 
| It is particularly felt by some of 
the leading fair secretaries who hve 
| expressed their opinions that the 
| time for complete alliance with or- 
ganized labor has become a necess.‘y 
|in the outdoor field, especially in 
view of the pro-labor leanings of the 
| public to which they are looking for 
| patronage and support. 


Just an Idea 


New Orleans, Oct. 25. 

Mayor Bob Maestri Saturday (22> 
revealed that he has launched a 
, movement to have the Al G. Barnes- 
| Sells Floto circus make this city ore 
of its chief winter quarters. He 
| pointed out that this would be an 
, added attraction for winter tourists, 
|The Jefferson race track, which has 
not been in use for several ye>rs, 
but where barns, track and stables 
are in good condition, was sugzested 
as the site for the quartering of the 
circus. 

Jess Cave, finance commissioner, 
will leave here in the near future 
to confer with John Ringling Novih, 
head of the circus. North, it was 
reported here, is lukewarm t» ‘the 
su‘sestion. 

The Barnes show has win‘27ed ea 
the West. Coast and is unlikely to 
| change. 
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